
Secretary’s Report 
       

 

 

 

Hello and Welcome 

The fun of the swap meet will soon be here. Hope you are ready to participate and 

as excited about going as are so many of us. In this issue of the newsletter, you’ll 

read about the March meeting, learn what some of our members have been up to, 

have access to the swap meet flyer, and if you have not been to one of our meets, 

you’ll find out what it’s like and what to expect.  

 

Old Time Radio 

Need a little incentive to help you get 

ready for the OKVRC Spring Swap 

Meet. Here’s a little old time radio 

from  the Golden Days of Radio 

Comedy to help get you in the mood. 

Enjoy!  
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President’s Column 

Jim Collings, President 

THE OKVRC SWAP MEET, APRIL 18th 

Our swap meet is almost here! It will be held at Our Lord’s Lutheran Church, 2900 W 

Hefner Rd, 73120 on Saturday, April 18 th , beginning at 8:30 AM. (The same 

location as our Fall meet). Note that this is on the third Saturday of the month, a 

deviation from our normal 2nd Saturday events. (Moved to avoid a conflict with 

the Green Country Hamfest  in Claremore). We need volunteers to arrive early at 8 

AM to help set up the tables.  

 

Once the swap meet officially starts at 8:30, here is the schedule we will try to 

maintain:  

• The official start of swapping begins as soon as all the tables are set up.  

• The silent auction opens for bidding shortly after that, and will close at 10:00 

AM.  

• We will have several presentations. In one, I will survey the development of 

radio knobs thru the years. Another presentation will be of a more technical 

nature.  

• Next will be the drawing for the raffle radio, a Crosley Cathedral, restored by 

Dale McLellan and Raymond Cady.  

• Then we will draw for the door prizes. Be sure to put your name on the sign-in 

sheet to be eligible for the door prizes.  

• The main auction will begin immediately after the drawings. The main auction 

is typically all donation items, but other items can be entered with a 10% sales 

price donation to the club.   

https://maps.app.goo.gl/tx5LNCdDGYHELqxs5
https://maps.app.goo.gl/tx5LNCdDGYHELqxs5
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• Throughout the meet, free radio appraisals and repair estimates will be 

available, as well as advice on all things radio related. 

• Last, we have the facility until early afternoon, giving us time to tear down the 

tables, clean, and have everything moved out in time. So volunteers are 

needed for this.  

 

Coffee and Donuts will be available, admission is free, and use of swap tables is also 

free. There is no charge for admission either, so bring as much as you can for swap, 

because the more stuff is there, the more fun it will be. Since I have way too much 

stuff, I will bring a lot of parts and such that others can put to use.  

 

Tell all your friends and others who may have an interest in radio; the more people 

we have, the better the meet will be. I believe we will have a big turnout; There will 

be out-of-state collectors from as far away as Nebraska! 

There are some upcoming radio events.  

• The Kutztown meet sponsored by the Delaware Valley Historical Radio Club 

will be May 8-9, 2026 in Kutztown, PA.  

• Then on May 16-17, the Northland Antique Radio Club will have Radio Daze in 

Plymouth, MN.  

• For something closer to home, the VRPS has their spring auction. Also on May 

16, in Irving, TX.  

 

Contact me if you need more info on any of these events. 

 

I hope to see everyone and lots of stuff, at our swap meet. It should be a fun event! 

 JIM COLLINGS  
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SWAP MEET FLYER 
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Secretary’s Report  

Jim Tyrrell, Secretary  

I’m a little late in getting to my entry for the March newsletter; in fact, we are now in 

April! Spring is bringing warm days, some badly needed rain, lots of flowers, and 

new growth in the trees. The rebirth of life we see in spring is a reminder of the 

eternal cycle of life, signaling renewal after the long winter’s sleep. And we all enjoy 

this, even if we don’t necessarily always appreciate the bugs, yardwork, and 

occasional Severe Weather that comes along with it.  

 

It was a nice reasonably warm March evening as about thirteen OKVRC members 

and guests met at the Black Bear Diner, just west of the Quail Springs mall on 

Memorial Boulevard in Oklahoma City. After we were done eating dinner, Club 

president Jim Collings called the meeting to order, and brought us up to date on club 

business. The club voted to change the nominal starting time of our usual monthly 

club meetings at the Black Bear from 6:00PM to 6:30PM to allow some club 

members who have other activities on Saturday evening a little more time to get to 

our meeting. We also discussed the upcoming OKVRC Spring Convention at Our 

Lord’s Lutheran Church in Oklahoma City. It will be held on the third Saturday of 

April this year, instead of the usual second Saturday. Now is a good time to start 

going through your collection for items you would like to sell or auction off; it’s less 

than three weeks away. 

March 14, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

Club President Jim Collings started things off by offering two soldering guns, a slide 

rule, a 1950 troubleshooting guide, an RCA radio manual from 1929, a FADA 

manual, and some other documents and items to anyone who wanted them. We 

then got started on the evening’s program: Radios whose brand names begin with 
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“P”. Jim Collings started with a Philco model 80 

receiver. This model was normally sold in a 

Cathedral style cabinet, this one is a 

rectangular cabinet, and is much rarer. He also 

showed us a Crystal detector from the early 

twenties, a Philmore Crystal set (image right), a 

Pal Crystal set from the same era, and a 

Paragon Adams-Morgan three-tube receiver 

from the early twenties, which uses a 

regenerative circuit similar to the more common 

Crosley model 52. 

 

Club member, Mark McClellan, brought in a more contemporary item from the early 

eighties - a Panasonic model CT55-33, an AM-FM radio with a small color TV. I’ve 

never seen anything like it; it’s got to be super rare.  

 

Mark also showed us a Philco Pocket Transistor radio  

(image left) with all of the original paperwork and 

packaging, with a receipt dated June 5, 1965. And yes, 

it works as good as new. 

 

Your club secretary brought in Philcos, just Philcos. 

One of the first radios I ever bought was a Philco 

model 39-80 farm radio that I purchased for eight 

dollars at the long-disappeared Orange County Drive-in 

Theater Swap Meet in California. That was fifty years ago! It was in mint condition, 

and included the owner’s manual and a period battery eliminator. I still have it, so 

yes, I love Philcos, and have been collecting them ever since.  
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The oldest item I brought in was a Philco 

Short Wave Convertor from about 1931. 

The style of the cabinet front is similar to 

many AM-only Philco Cathedral and 

Console model radios from the 1930-31 

era, so you could place it on your Console 

or underneath your Cathedral, hook it up, 

and enjoy programming from around the 

world. I then showed a 1934 Philco 

Cathedral and a very-art deco 1936 Philco Skyscraper table radio, both good 

examples of mid-thirties Golden Age of Radio designs.  

 

I also brought in a couple of later sets. 

One is a small Philco “Transitone” 

Bakelite AC-DC table radio from about 

1940 (image left), and a Philco beige 

plastic clock radio from about 1965, 

with cool Jet Age metal accents. 

 

We finished off a great evening with 

our always fun donation auction. Boxes 

of electronic parts, tools, meters, cords, microphone, a tube substation guide, 

teletype parts, and many other items went to new homes, all very cheap. Jim also 

generously donated the Philco radio he brought for the auction. Club member Alex 

bought it and will restore it. Looking forward to seeing it when he is finished. See you 

at our spring convention next month; you don’t want to miss it! 

JIM TYRRELL  
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Mark’s Tech Talk 

Mark McClellan, Marketing Director 

SIgnal Corps BC-348-Q Repair 

 

This month I had the opportunity to repair a Signal Corps, U.S. Army, BC-348-Q 

receiver (below) manufactured by Wells Gardner & Co. I don’t often see military gear 

in my shop, so this was a fun project to work on.  

 

The BC-348 was installed in most multi-engined transports and bombers used in 

WWII through the Korean War, and initially paired with the BC-375 transmitter 

(source Wikipedia). It’s an 8 tube superhet radio with 5 bands ranging from 200KC to 

18MC using an IF frequency of 915KC. 
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The above image is of the chasis of the BC-348. 
 

As you would expect, the unit is sturdily built to endure what I would imagine to be a 

bumpy and vibration intensive environment. The chassis is mostly aluminum to save 

weight, and fairly modular to facilitate field repairs (image top of next page). 

 

These receivers operated on the aircraft supplied 28VDC. In order to achieve the 

voltages necessary to operate vacuum tubes, they used an interesting device called 

a dynamotor. The dynamotor was essentially a 28VDC motor directly connected to a 

200VDC generator in a nicely compact unit. Most of the units in the wild (including 

the one on my bench) have been converted to utilize AC mains voltage by replacing 

the dynamotor with a transformer, solid-state rectifier and filter capacitors. 

Conversion to AC also requires rewiring the filament connections to the tubes in 

order to use the 6.3VAC supplied by the transformer. 
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The unit on my bench came in with no audio output, which was easily fixed by 

replacing a bad audio output tube (6K6GT). Typical restorations include replacing 

any leaky capacitors, and in this case, all of the tubular capacitors measured 

extremely leaky so, out with the old and in with the new. Sixteen to be exact, as 

shown in the following image. 

 

Following the recap, I cleaned any noisy switches and pots with DeOxit and checked 

alignment (image below). Surprisingly, this radio was spot on in terms of IF 

alignment and dial tracking and no adjustments were needed – a testament to how 

well they were designed and built. 

Working on a radio such as this, it’s impossible not to wonder what missions it has 

flown on, and the brave airmen who were at the controls - reliable communications 

being essential to the Allies ultimate victory in World War II. I didn’t find any shrapnel 

in this one, but I bet there are more than a few out there that took some hits! 

 

MARK MCCLELLAN   
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Raffle Radio 

Restoration by Dale McLellan, Raymond Cady, and Dorothy Cady 

It is easy to appreciate a vintage Crosley radio, and the Model 158 is no exception. 

From its Art Deco style brass escutcheon to its cathedral shape, the model 158 

catches the eye of anyone who glances its way. At the OKVRC spring swap meet, 

you will have the chance to win a seven-tube Crosley cathedral AM radio model 

158 that has been fully restored. The cabinet is in great condition having needed little 

more than a good cleaning and polishing once the few loose pieces were repaired. 

As for the chassis, the capacitors and resistors were replaced, some rewiring was 

done to restore it to match its 

original schematic, and the speaker 

cone was replaced.   

 

Cathedral radios can be hard to 

find, especially ones that have 

been restored, and they can cost a 

pretty penny...even when not 

restored. For now, you can buy one 

on eBay that is described as being 

“ready for an awesome restoration”; 

all you need is $400. No worries 

though. Tickets for the raffle for this 

radio are only $5 each or 3 for $10. 

And you don’t HAVE to be present to 

win, but will have to make arrangements to pick it up should you have to leave 

before the drawing.  
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V.P.’s Voice 

Dorothy L. Cady, Vice-President 

The First Time 

As a young adult, I had a small record player. It could handle only 45 records, but 

those were affordable to buy, and my allowance only went so far. All You Need is 

Love by the Beatles, Green River by Creedance Clearwater Revival, Put a Little 

Love in Your Heart by J. DeShannon, and of course, just about any song by The 

Monkeys were some of my favorites in those days. On bad days, I would shut myself 

in my bedroom and replay the same song until Mom called me to dinner. On good 

days, I would do the same thing, although usually not the same song. I was 

enamored by that record player until the day I instead became smitten by our 

neighbor’s oldest son, but that’s not really related here. When I received that record 

player, it was the first time I ever had full control of choosing what to listen to, how 

often to listen to it, and to not have to compete with siblings to do so. We all have 

firsts, and those firsts all have potential to lead us in one direction or another in our 

life. While that record player was a first for me, so too was attending my first OKVRC 

Swap Meet. 

 

For those who have never been to one, here are some things you might be 

interested in knowing about OKVRC’s swap meets: 

• Coffee and donuts are almost the first thing ready to go. 

• Everyone works together to setup for the meet.  

• There is a real sense of friendship and comradery throughout the entire meet. 

• Anyone can bring in vintage audio, video, ham, and radio items to sell, show, 

exchange, or even swap, resulting in a great variety of items to see and learn 

more about. 
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• Individuals often bring in radios or other items to learn about its potential value, 

or find out how much it might cost to restore it, all of which they can find out at 

no charge. They know to ask for Jim Collings for appraisals, Raymond Cady 

for tube radio chassis and cabinet repairs, or Mark McClellan for electronics. 

• At the Silent Auction table, people enjoy the friendly written competition or 

placing bids for items put there by other collectors who have decided to let 

someone else have that item, usually from their own collection. 

• People who purchase one or more raffle tickets get to feel the thrill of seeing 

whether they can win the fully-restored vintage tube radio that has been 

donated, repaired, and restored to and by OKVRC members. 

• Near the end of the swap meet, many visitors and OKVRC members gather 

around for the live auction. There’s always a bit of excitement that can be felt in 

the air, especially for relatively new collectors who soon learn they can pick up 

something they like often for less than the cost of a fancy coffee. 

  

Friendly people, lots of great information, brief presentations, wide range of 

interesting vintage items to learn about and purchase or sell, donuts, coffee, and 

much more all drew me into the world of vintage tube radios. 

 

If you have not been to one of OKVRC’s vintage radio swap meets, save the date to 

join us, and make it one of your own FIRSTs. 

 

Hope to see you there. 

 

DOROTHY CADY 
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Birthday Wishes 

Happy birthday to our April-born members, family, and friends. Hope you 

have a wonderful birthday and an awesome month! 
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Classifieds 
As you know, you can always count on several of our dedicated members to include 

a brief classified advertisement to simplify access to them by others. But sometimes, 

our members forget or just don’t know that they also can use the classifieds to let 

others know they are looking for something in particular or have something relevant 

to offer for free or for sale. Simply request an ad by sending the pertinent information 

to the newsletter editor, and a photo if wanted, to have it posted in one issue or in 

every issue. SINCE WE NO LONGER MAIL THE NEWSLETTER, THERE IS NO 

EXTRA COST TO HELP OUR MEMBERS GET, GIVE, OR SELL ANYTHING 

RELATED TO OKVRC’S MISSION. So don’t be shy. If you have something you’d 

like to share with other members, give the classifieds a go. 

• Custom Laser Printing OFFERED by Rick at Black85vette@gmail.com 

• Radio Repair and Restoration, and Radio AM Transmitters OFFERED by Ray 

and Dorothy Cady at 405-820-8014 or cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

• Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items WANTED by Dale Boyce at 

radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com or call (414) 840-4146 

• Tube and Tube-type Amplifiers WANTED by Jim Collings at   

(405) 755-4139 or email jrcradio@cox.net 

• Old Comics WANTED by Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, Glendale, CA 91221 

  

Chase your dreams with all 

the energy you can muster, 

but if that’s not enough, 

get yourself a fast scooter. 

mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:Black85vette@gmail.com
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com
mailto:jrcradio@cox.net
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About OKVRC 

Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News to 

share historical information, and provide education and enjoyment for club members 

and friends.  

 

We like to keep up with our members and always welcome submissions of articles 

on subjects of interest to radio collectors and restorers, and club activities news. 

Please send articles to the newsletter publisher at: cadyraymond1@gmail.com, or 

mail it to: OKVRC Newsletter Publisher, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and 

reference are given. An electronic copy of most articles can be obtained from the 

OKVRC Newsletter Publisher. 

 

OKVRC is open to exchanging monthly newsletters with other non-profit radio 

organizations. If your organization is interested in an exchange, contact the OKVRC 

Newsletter Publisher. 
 

OKVRC Board and Staff 
President: Jim Collings, jrcradio@cox.net  

Vice President:  Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

Secretary: Jim Tyrrell, jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net   

Treasurer: Jim Ray, jabray71@hotmail.com  

Marketing Director: Mark McClellan, mark@mcclellanaudio.com  

Newsletter Publisher: Raymond Cady, cadyraymond1@gmail.com,  

Webmaster: Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

Membership 
You’re invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by attending and signing 

up at a meeting or swap meet, by sending an email with the needed information to 

Secretary Jim Tyrrell, or by mailing your Name, Address, Email Address and phone 

number to: Secretary, OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140. Free 

membership in 2026. 
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