
Secretary’s Report 
 

 

 

 

Hello and Welcome 

Change is neither good nor bad of itself; it’s how we react to it that matters, but you 

already knew that. We hope your reaction to our new meeting location at the Quail 

Springs Black Bear Diner off Memorial Road will be a good one. It was for several 

members who were happy to join us at our new location for the January meeting, so 

please come visit with us on February 14th. And, speaking of change… Instead of an 

Old Time Radio this month, we’re offering a photo collage of last month’s meeting.   
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President’s Column 

Jim Collings, President 

Our next meeting will be on February 14th at the Black Bear Diner, 3015 W Memorial 

Road, Oklahoma City, 73134. As normal, we should arrive about 6 PM to eat, and 

start the meeting around 7 PM. Their party room served us well last month, so we 

will strive to continue meeting there. The menu is quite varied, which makes for a 

good meal for Valentine’s day. So, attendance by spouses and significant others are 

welcome.  

This Month’s Topic 

The topic for this month continues our letter of the alphabet theme. N is next, but we 

will need to add O to have a few more pieces to talk about. Manufacturers I can think 

of are Na-ald, National, Newman-Stern, and Orchestrian, but there should be others. 

In addition, I have recently found several things that I can’t identify, so our “What Is 

This?” segment should be interesting.  We will have our typical donation auction at 

the end of the meeting, so bring something that others can use with the proceeds 

going to the club. I’m looking forward to this next meeting, after the shut-in time for 

snow and cold weather we had since our last meeting. 

 

Remember that we have expanded OKVRC’s member’s interests to include 

televisions, audio, and ham. If you wish to bring something to the swap meet or to 

any of our monthly meetings that fall into any of those categories, please do. 

Change of Date for the April 2026 Swap Meet 

Note that our April 2026 swap meet is moved to the third Saturday in April. This 

eliminates the conflict with the Green Country Hamfest in Claremore held on the 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/Yvg4oDmWpN8ZZQwXA
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Yvg4oDmWpN8ZZQwXA
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weekend before. Our meet will be at Our Lord’s Lutheran Church near Hefner and 

May in Oklahoma City on April 18, 2026. 

Upcoming Events 

Check out the following list of upcoming 2026 radio events held by other radio clubs. 

It is a handy guide to keep up with when events are occurring, so you can plan 

accordingly. Not on the list is an upcoming Jim Sargent on-line auction on Saturday, 

Feb. 28th. He always has interesting radios and related items available.  

 JIM COLLINGS 

 

Upcoming 2026 Antique Radio Events 

March 26-28, 2026 Carolina Chapter-AWA Meet  Charlotte, NC  

March 27-28, 2026 HVRA Convention   Houston, TX 

April 18, 2026  OKVRC Spring Swap Meet  Oklahoma City, OK 

May 8-9, 2026   DVHRC Antiques Radio Show Kutztown, PA 

May 16, 2026  VRPS Spring Auction   Irving, TX 

May 15-16, 2026  NARC Radio Daze   Plymouth, MN 

June 2026   HLARA Summer Sizzler  Tulsa, OK 

July 31-Aug 1, 2026 ARCI Radiofest Addison, IL (Chicago Area) 

Sept. 12, 2026  VRPS Fall Swap Meet   Irving, TX 

Sept. 18-19, 2026 DVHRC Antiques Radio Show Kutztown, PA 

Sept 29-Oct 3, 2026 AWA Conference   Rochester, NY 

October 10, 2026 OKVRC Fall Swap Meet  Oklahoma City, OK 

Oct 23-25, 2026  VRPS Fall Convention   Dallas Area 

  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/Jb3H4XPqM1PZrehU7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/Jb3H4XPqM1PZrehU7
https://cc-awa.club/arc
http://hvra.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/2026-HVRA-Convention-Flyer.pdf
okvrc.org
https://antiqueradios.com/forums/viewtopic.php?t=454021
https://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com/
https://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com/
https://hlara.org/index.html
https://www.antique-radios.org/event-details/radiofest-4
http://vrps.org/Events.html
https://antiqueradios.com/
https://www.antiquewireless.org/homepage/annual-conference/
okvrc.org
https://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com/
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Secretary’s Report  

Jim Tyrrell, Secretary  

Happy New Year!  

2026 snuck up on us rather suddenly. So 

here we are greeting a New Year again. It 

seems like it was just about four months ago 

I stopped having to remind myself not to write 

“2024” on my checks. Wow, time must be 

relative; it seems to go by faster every year! 

 

A new year is a time for changes and new beginnings. For OKVRC, that includes 

finding a new home for our monthly meetings. Difficulty with getting a private room at 

the Golden Corral led us to seek a new home, so we held our first meeting of 2026 at 

the Black Bear Diner, on Memorial Road, just west of the Quails Springs Mall, in 

Oklahoma City.  

 

It did not take us long to realize that it was a great choice. The Black Bear staff gave 

us a private section, and thoughtfully turns down the music in that area so we could 

conduct our meeting in a quiet atmosphere. The menu is incredible in its choices; 

you can order breakfast or lunch as well as dinner. Our server took our orders as 

members arrived, no need to for everyone to arrive first. The food was excellent and 

the portions generous. And they have a full bar service too! I’m sold on Black Bear 

for our meetings; I think everyone else who came would agree. 

 

 

 

 



OKVRC is a 501c NPO 

Page  5 of 21 Broadcast News, January 2026                                     

 

January 10, 2026 Meeting Minutes 

It was a beautiful but chilly evening as about twelve or so OKVRC members met at 

our new home for the first club meeting of 2026. After we were done eating dinner, 

Club president Jim Collings called the meeting to order, and brought us up to date on 

upcoming events including some online VPRS auctions in Texas. Jim then got 

started with some freebies! He handed out some photocopies of historic radio 

documents, most from the twenties or earlier, 

then giveaways of some parts to anyone who 

wanted them. I took home an Edison 

Thermal Relay, still in the box. Not sure what 

it is for, but I’ll find out!  

 

Then Jim shared some items for our “What is 

it?” game. One strange item looked like some 

sort of cable crimper (image right). A search 

with Google Lens suggests it might be a 

nutcracker! You never know what will show 

up at our meetings. 

 

We then got started on the evening’s program: Radios whose brand name begins 

with the letter M. We have already made our way through radios with brand names 

beginning with A through L” so far, and have gotten to see a lot of cool sets. There 

are a lot of radio companies that start with M, but not that many were brought in 

because of uncertainty about our new meeting home. I think that worry will prove to 

be unfounded, as we work out the best way to bring things into our room. 
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Jim Collings brought in a Magnavox 

AC3C three-stage amplifier from the 

early twenties with Western Electric 

216A tubes (image right). These 

amplifiers are very rare.  

 

We also got to see a beautiful 

Majestic cream-colored horn 

speaker made of translucent 

celluloid (image below). 

Remarkably, like Jim’s amplifier, it 

has survived over a century in perfect 

condition.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Collings’ Magnavox AC3C three-
stage amplifier. 

Above: Jim Collings’ Marvel 
Crystal set. 

Above: Jim Collings' Majestic 
cream-colored horn. This color 
is its original color, not 
discoloring due to age.  
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Jim Collings also showed us three Crystal set radios from the early twenties: a Metro 

Jr. set, a Marvel crystal set (image on page 6.), and a Monarch set on an interesting 

stand. And finally, Jim Collings also showed us a Murdock Spark Gap from the 

wireless era. 

 

Your club secretary brought in a few items. First was a Michigan one-tube radio from 

about 1923 with levers instead of knobs for controls. I also showed a Minerva table 

set from the forties. It looks like a lot of Bakelite table radios from that era, but kind of 

a rare brand. I also brought along a Majestic AM portable receiver from about 1941, 

along with a framed ad of what appears to be the same model. I also brought in an 

unusual Murdock Horn Speaker from the early twenties (image below), along with a 

framed ad for it. It’s kind of a cheapo item, 

only cost five dollars new, but it is rare 

today.  

 

I was going to bring in a big Murdock 

Battery Radio as well, but opted to leave it 

in the car because I was unsure of the 

distance to lug it. I don’t have too many 

items that begin with “N” for next month’s 

program, so maybe I’ll bring in the 

Murdock and just call it a “Nurdock”! 

 

We finished up our first meeting in our new 

home with the usual donation auction. 

Thanks to everyone who came. See you at Black Bear next month! 

JIM TYRRELL  

Jim Tyrrell's Murdock Horn 
Speaker. 
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Mark’s Tech Talk 

Mark McClellan, Marketing Director 

Zenith Chairside Model 7S547 Restoration  

Sometimes you get a radio that you think is going to be a routine repair and recap, 

but in reality turns out to be a lot more work than expected. Ah, who am I kidding? 

Old radio restorations are seldom routine! This beautiful Zenith Chairside (model 

7S547) was manufactured circa 1940/41. It’s a 7 tube radio that receives broadcast 

band and 2 shortwave bands. Reported problems were a non-functional volume 

control and non-functional tone switches. The customer also requested a recap. 

  

 

 

Upon removal of the chassis, I knew this one was going to be a bear. Many of the 
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capacitors were buried under other assemblies requiring removal of the station 

selector button assembly and the volume control just 

to access them. Common to radios of this era, 

much of the insulation on the point-to-point wiring 

was brittle and crumbling away. This radio also had 

fairly extensive prior work done, some good and 

some not so good. 

 

Rather than going through a step-by-step of the restoration, I’m going to focus on the 

techniques I use on complicated jobs like this to ensure a successful outcome. 

Step 1 

The very first thing I do is identify the exact model of the radio and download 

schematics. My primary sources for schematics are Radio Museum and Nostalgia 

Air. The schematics usually include alignment instructions as well. Having good 

schematics is an essential safety net, especially on a radio that has had prior work 

done that may or may not be correct. I usually 

print out the schematic so that I can make 

annotations as needed. 

Step 2 

Next, I do a thorough visual inspection and 

make notes of any problems I see. Are the 

correct tubes installed (or appropriate 

substitutes)? Any burnt components? Has tar 

or wax dripped out of the power transformer 

indicating overheating? 
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Step 3 

Look for any major expense problems. Power transformers, output transformers, and 

field coil speakers can add a lot to the cost of a repair, and in some cases, are nearly 

impossible to find. It’s good to identify these early in the process so that you (or your 

customer) can decide whether to proceed or not. 

Step 4 

Make your parts list. Typical ones include: 

● Paper/foil capacitors. List every capacitor you want to replace, writing down 

the markings on the capacitor and also verifying the value against the 

schematic. 

● Filter capacitors (electrolytics). Decide on a strategy. Is there room under the 

chassis to use axial capacitors mounted to terminal strips? Is an appropriate 

replacement can available? Can the filter capacitor can be restuffed? Also, 

consider upsizing the capacitance of the filters for better hum rejection, but 

don’t exceed the maximum specified on the rectifier data sheet. Different 

radios require different approaches. 

● Resistors. I generally measure every resistor with an ohm meter. In tube 

radios, nearly all of them can be measured in circuit. If one reads substantially 

more that 20% too high, then I mark it with a black sharpie and write it down on 

the parts list. If it reads substantially low, then there’s probably some parallel 

resistance in the circuit and you’ll want to unsolder one end and re-measure. 

● Vacuum tubes. If you have a tester us it. If not, then it’s a wait and see 

situation. 

● Miscellaneous stuff. Replacement knobs, dial glass, wire, rubber parts, etc. 
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And Finally 

Once you have your parts, it’s time to heat up the iron and get after it! Keep these 

things in mind as you proceed: 

 

● As you go along, take notes 

and pictures of anything you 

have even a 1% chance of 

forgetting. “Where did that red 

wire connect?” No worries if 

you have notes and/or 

pictures. 

● Try to replace only one part 

at a time. This is usually 

possible, but often you’ll have a situation where you have two or more 

components hooked to the same lug on a tube socket or terminal strip. In this 

situation, remove only the ends of the components that share the connection 

and leave the other ends attached, then dealing with each one singly.  

Pro tip: once you’ve removed a component, place it on your bench 

and leave it there until you’ve installed the new component. Why? 

Because if you throw it in the old parts bin before you replace it, you 

may forget what value you’re replacing. Ask me how I know. LOL? 

Once the new part is in, put the old one in the old parts bin so your 

bench is clear. 

● New capacitors are usually much smaller than the originals leaving more 

exposed wire. Add “spaghetti” anywhere that it looks like a capacitor lead may 

short to some other component. 
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● Re-measure resistors after they get heated up when you’re soldering another 

component that shares the connection point. Sometimes they’ll drift way up in 

value and not come back down when they cool off. 

● Make good mechanical connections before soldering. Yes, it’s a pain to loop 

the end of the wire through the terminal, but tacked-on connections have a 

much higher probability of failing. 

● When replacing crumbly wire, route the new wire along the exact same path 

as the old wire even if you see a shorter or neater path. Re-routing wires can 

cause circuits to oscillate when they shouldn’t. 

● Inspect your solder joints, and really, all the solder joints as you go. Make 

sure they’re pretty and they’ll serve you well. 

● Make sure when you’re done that you get all the debris out of the chassis. 

Solder splatter, solder blobs, clipped off wire leads. These can lead to 

unexpected shorts. 

● Slow and steady wins the race. Be patient and methodical, and step away 

when you feel fatigued. Tired eyes or a tired mind will lead to mistakes. 

● Good equipment and supplies are your friends. If you can afford a 

temperature- controlled soldering station, it makes the work easier. A good 

quality solder sucker is essential. Also use good quality solder and solder wick. 

Same goes for hookup wire - make sure it’s rated for at least 600v. Avoid the 

temptation to buy cheap supplies because they really aren’t as good.  

You’ll see the progress in the image on the following page. It’s Nearly done and 

looking good. Enjoy! 

MARK MCCLELLAN  
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ABOVE: THE Zenith Chairside (model 7S547) chassis that is close to having it 
restored. It looks so much better than when it arrived at my shop. 



OKVRC is a 501c NPO 

Page  14 of 21 Broadcast News, January 2026                                     

 

V.P.’s Voice 

Dorothy L. Cady, Vice-President 

 

Since the club’s members have voted to make vintage televisions, audio, and ham 

radios part of our swap meets and of our overall interest, it seemed appropriate to 

include articles that reflect that interest in our monthly newsletter. This month, we 

have added a vintage article about amplifiers, which was first published in 1948. 

 

As I was scanning for information regarding vintage audio to include in this 

newsletter, I saw an image of a 1950’s/1960’s tube tester (image below) that struck a 

memory that I thought I would share 

with you. The image to the left (from 

The Way We Were on the Redditt 

platform) is what prompted my 

memory. 

 

Without warning, my dad struggled 

through the front door with a box in his 

hands, and it clearly was heavy. 

Heading straight to the living room, he 

set the box on the couch, which by the 

expression on my mother’s face was 

not where she would have chosen to 

place it. Dad cleared off the trinkets 

decorating the corner table in our living 

room then opened the box.  

 

 

https://www.reddit.com/r/TheWayWeWere/comments/5e3srg/tv_and_radio_tube_tester_1950s_and_60s_virtually/
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“Turn around and don’t look,” he said.  

 

Once all five of us kids and Mom had complied, we could tell by the rustling, and 

grunting, and the final thunk that whatever was in the box was now on that little 

corner table. After a few more seconds, Dad in his most theatrical mode, told us we 

could turn around.  

 

Mom rolled her eyes. I shouted, “Move Dad. We can’t see it.”  

 

The big reveal turned out to be a television. We didn’t know it then, but in all of its 

black and white glory, my sisters and I were about to be introduced to a new way of 

life…couch potatoing. But also, eventually, Dad and I going to the local store with a 

few TV tubes in hand to use their great big tester just for tubes, and of course, buy 

what he needed to replace. Those trips became a kind of father-daughter activity for 

us. (None of my sisters had any interest in doing something as boring as going to the 

store with Dad.) Eventually, he let me put the tubes in for the test (after a bit of 

training), and would have me pull out the right brand-new tube by reading off the 

number. Once we got home, he let me watch while he replaced the tubes into their 

slots (what I now know to be called the tube base). 

 

Though, at the time, I had no idea what the impact on my life these times with my 

dad would have on my future, I believe that his willingness to look at something new 

and give it a try was something he passed down to me. And I have never regretted it.  

 

Thanks Dad.  

 

     DOROTHY CADY  
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Interesting Amplifiers 

Radio Electronics, Oct. 1948, pages 26-28 

A convenient table lists IO important features of MS modem amplifiers. The text 

explains how to use the ratings. 

Editor’s Note: The table is shown on the page following this article. The introductory 
page, which shows some amplifier models is not included in these pages. Also note 
that errors in content may be due to the method by which the original content was 
captured before being added as this article. 
 

A-323B. Though the circuit is fairly standard, Altec claims that its special output 

transformers make a good deal of the difference. The unit is being offered now as a 

kit which includes the power and output transformers, the equalization coil, and a 

punched chassis and complete set of schematic and pictorial diagrams. 

 

The RCA SP-15A is a complete portable system. The microphone, a desk stand, and 

the amplifier all fit into specially built pockets in the case and the speaker is mounted 

in the cover. The higher-power amplifiers are not usually small or light enough to fit 

into a case, so must be carried separately. 

 

The serviceman who goes on many portable PA jobs will find it useful to make (or 

have a carpenter make) a special case for PA equipment. Ingenuity in making 

specially-shaped compartments and brackets for the various accessories will pay off 

in convenience. It is neither pleasant nor impressive to arrive on location entangled 

in miles of loose cable and carrying several objects in each hand, pockets bulging 

with more equipment. 

 

https://archive.org/details/RadioElectronics195701/Radio%20Electronics/Radio-Electronics-1948-10/page/28/mode/1up
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Some of the amplifiers offered have built-in volume expanders. The Knight 20-watt 

unit is one of these. The maker states that, contrary to the practice in most 

amplifiers, the degree of expansion in the Knight is not affected by the setting of the 

volume control. This may be a great convenience to listeners who turn down the gain 

momentarily to hear the doorbell or answer a question and find that the expansion 

control has to be reset. 

 

Among the amplifiers listed which fall into the high-power class are the ACA58D (52 

watts) and the Ward Airline 45- and UO-watt jobs. The latter consists of either two or 

three separate units in a single metal cabinet. The preamplifier and one 45-watt 

power amplifier are furnished for the 45-watt system. To double the output power a 

second 45-watt chassis is added. Each power stage uses six 6V6-GT's in push-pull 

parallel. Two photos show how the preamplifier and power chassis are mounted. The 

preamplifier terminates in 600 ms and a volume-indicator meter connected across 

this appears on the front panel. 

 

Very few amplifiers provide various steps of fixed equalization selected by a switch, 

as does the Newcomb HLP-14. This is in addition to variable tone controls. The 

switch has positions for records with various amounts of surface noise. No curves 

are given but presumably the switched equalizer affords proper compensation for the 

record characteristic plus some extra high cut in the "noisy" positions. In addition to 

the 14watt amplifier listed in the table, Newcomb offers a similar amplifier with 30 

watts output, the KXLP-30. 

 

The Fisher amplifier incorporates the famous H. H. Scott Dynamic Noise 

Suppressor. Various refinements are added, such as separate electron-ray tubes to 

indicate action of the gates, and two-chassis construction. Three inputs can be 

accommodated but only one at a time. The desired one is selected by a panel 
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switch. There are five controls associated with one form of tone control or another, 

enough to give any listener free rein in suiting the musical balance to his tastes. 

 

The Masco 25-watt amplifiers are offered with (MA-25HF) or without (MA-25EX) a 

built-in expander. The same features are offered in 12-watt units, MA-12HF and 

12EX. 

Audio Amplifiers Table 

This article and the table are in the public domain, and can be found online at:  

https://archive.org/details/RadioElectronics195701/Radio%20Elec
tronics/Radio-Electronics-1948-10/page/28/mode/1up 

https://archive.org/details/RadioElectronics195701/Radio%20Electronics/Radio-Electronics-1948-10/page/28/mode/1up
https://archive.org/details/RadioElectronics195701/Radio%20Electronics/Radio-Electronics-1948-10/page/28/mode/1up
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Birthday Wishes 

Those born in February are said 

to be: 

 Creative 

 Artistic 

 Intelligent 

 Independent 

 Empathetic 

 Simply Wonderful 

 

Feel free to check all of the 

above that apply to you. 

 

For those of you born on 

February 29th (Leap Year Day), 

the twin cities of Anthony, Texas, and Anthony, New Mexico, hold a four-

day leap-year festival including a birthday party to which all leap-year 

babies are invited to attend, but bring proof of your birthdate. Also, you 

can join the Honor Society of Leap Year Day Babies. 

 

For those of you born on February 14th (Valentines Day), “If the lore is 

true, Valentine’s Day babies are destined to be loved, desired, and to 

steal the spotlight without even trying” (Romper.com). 

  

https://www.leapyearday.com/honor-society-of-leap-year-day-babi
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Classifieds 
As you know, you can always count on several of our dedicated members to include 

a brief classified advertisement to simplify access to them by others. But sometimes, 

our members forget or just don’t know that they also can use the classifieds to let 

others know they are looking for something in particular or have something relevant 

to offer for free or for sale. Simply request an ad by sending the pertinent information 

to the newsletter editor, and a photo if wanted, to have it posted in one issue or in 

every issue. SINCE WE NO LONGER MAIL THE NEWSLETTER, THERE IS NO 

EXTRA COST TO HELP OUR MEMBERS GET, GIVE, OR SELL ANYTHING 

RELATED TO OKVRC’S MISSION. So don’t be shy. If you have something you’d 

like to share with other members, give the classifieds a go. 

• Custom Laser Printing OFFERED by Rick at Black85vette@gmail.com 

• Radio Repair and Restoration, and Radio AM Transmitters OFFERED by Ray 

and Dorothy Cady at 405-820-8014 or cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

• Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items WANTED by Dale Boyce at 

radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com or call (414) 840-4146 

• Tube and Tube-type Amplifiers WANTED by Jim Collings at  

(405) 755-4139 or email jrcradio@cox.net 

• Old Comics WANTED by Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, Glendale, CA 91221  

FOR SALE by R. M. Cady  

Airline 62-318 "Movie Dial" (1936)  

 

Made by Wells Gardner, this highly sought 
after eight-tube (including green eye tube), 
super het, large speaker, fully restored and 
refinished set plays well on both the AM 
and two shortwave bands. It uses 35mm 
film projected onto the dial glass to present 
station frequency, ID, and country (SW), 
moving as the dial is turned. Contact 
cadyraymond1@gmail.com for more 
information/photos. 

Asking $250.00 

mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:Black85vette@gmail.com
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com
mailto:jrcradio@cox.net
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
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About OKVRC 

Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News to 

share historical information, and provide education and enjoyment for club members 

and friends.  

 

We like to keep up with our members and always welcome submissions of articles 

on subjects of interest to radio collectors and restorers, and club activities news. 

Please send articles to the newsletter publisher at: cadyraymond1@gmail.com, or 

mail it to: OKVRC Newsletter Publisher, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and 

reference are given. An electronic copy of most articles can be obtained from the 

OKVRC Newsletter Publisher. 

 

OKVRC is open to exchanging monthly newsletters with other non-profit radio 

organizations. If your organization is interested in an exchange, contact the OKVRC 

Newsletter Publisher. 
 

OKVRC Board and Staff 
President: Jim Collings, jrcradio@cox.net  

Vice President:  Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

Secretary: Jim Tyrrell, jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net   

Treasurer: Jim Ray, jabray71@hotmail.com  

Marketing Director: Mark McClellan, mark@mcclellanaudio.com  

Newsletter Publisher: Raymond Cady, cadyraymond1@gmail.com,  

Webmaster: Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

Membership 
You’re invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by attending and signing 

up at a meeting or swap meet, by sending an email with the needed information to 

Secretary Jim Tyrrell, or by mailing your Name, Address, Email Address and phone 

number to: Secretary, OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140. Free 

membership in 2026. 
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