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Hello and Welcome

Happy New Year, and welcome to 2026.

Old Time Radio

Who in 1945 did not want to listen to a New
Year’s radio show while having friends over to
celebrate, and there was much to celebrate?
And if you could listen to Edgar Bergan and
Charlie McCarthy, so much the better. So, for
2026, we bring youan original recording of https://archive.org/details/new-years-eve-
New Years Eve Par['y Play_ Enjoy! comedies/441231_New_Years_Party Play.mp3

Resolutions with a Smile
Poet: Catherine Pulsifer

This year I'll hit the gym each day,

(Or maybe glance that treadmill’'s way).
I'll eat more greens, skip cakes and pies,
(Except for chocolate—compromise!).

I'll wake at dawn, no more "just five,"
(But snooze is how I stay alive!).

I'll learn a skill, I'll write a book,

(Or binge-watch shows with just one look).

Resolutions? Sure, I'll try,

But if I fail, no need to cry.

Here’'s to a year of joy and cheer,
And maybe trying again next year!
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President’s Column

Jim Collings, President

Happy New Year!

It's the start of another year and | hope everyone had a great Holiday Season!
With the start of the new year, the board and members have chosen to move the
location for our monthly meetings. Our meeting on January 10th, next Saturday,
will be at the Black Bear Diner, 3015 W Memorial Road, Oklahoma City, 73134.

As normal, we should arrive about 6 PM to eat, and start the meeting around 7
PM. They have a party room, which we have reserved that should fit our needs.
The menu is quite varied, and | like that they serve breakfast all day long
(though they also have non-breakfast meals and wine and beer can be

purchased, if you are interested).

| believe we had worn out our welcome at the Golden Coral, and that it is good

to move our location around to make access easier for some by having chosen
location that is centralized to all of our Oklahoma City and vicinity members. Of
course us die-hards will be there wherever the meeting is, but we hope we may

see some others that do not regularly attend our monthly meetings.

This Month’s Topic

The topic for this month is the letter M, so that means radios, audio, TV, and
related equipment manufactured by companies that begin with M (or whose
model name begins with the letter M. This can include a lot of equipment, as
there is Magnavox, Motorola, Majestic, Mitchell, Murdock, Music Master,
Manhattan Electrical Supply (MESCO), and others. | could fill the room with
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Magnavox horns, but I'll bring just a couple until we see how the space at the

new location works out.

We also are continuing to bring items which we are not quite sure as to their
function. It’s fun to guess at what these objects might be. So bring anything

you'd like, including any topic-related items that you just want to show off to us.

We will have our typical donation auction at the end of the meeting, so bring
something that others can use with the proceeds going to the club. I’'m looking

forward to this location change, and hope to see you there.

Oh, and the newsletter editor
suggests you checkout my
guitar skills in the picture
below, and then click on the
picture; if it opens correctly in a
new tab, you may get to hear

some of my playing.

JIM COLLINGS
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Secretary’s Report
Jim Tyrrell, Secretary

Here we are in 2026 already! Last July | celebrated the fortieth anniversary of
my starting work at the Northrop-Grumman Corporation, and this spring will
mark the fiftieth anniversary of my high school graduation. When | was young,
like most kids do, | swore | would “never grow old.” But there is no escaping the
hand of time, and while | couldn’t stop the passage of years, | can say that they
have been happy and rewarding! And for over twenty years | have enjoyed the
fun and fellowship of the OKVRC.

There are few events that | look forward to more each year than our annual
OKVRC Christmas Party. Club President Jim Collings and wife Julie have many,
many times graciously hosted the party at their Edmond home, but this year we
tried a new venue. Based on our experience there, | hope we hold our 2026

Christmas Party there as well.

2025 OKVRC Christmas Party

Our party was held at the Red Raspberry Tea N
Room, located on 23rd street in Nicoma Park. The |
venue is a historic structure that now houses both

an antique store and a restaurant. Club members

began arriving about 6:00 pm, and enjoyed wine

and conversation while waiting for others to arrive.

We also began checking out all of the antiques

throughout the two halves of the building, all of

which are for sale. What a wonderful collection the
Some of the antiques we
owner has. looked at.
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Our hostess (the owner) told us the fascinating history of the building, which
goes back about 100 years, including the many different businesses that have
occupied the two halves of the building at different times. She also told us the
history of Nicoma Park, including its early days as a center for chicken raising
until an epidemic of avian flu wiped out the flocks in the thirties leading many
residents to give up poultry farming for jobs at Tinker Field (now Tinker AFB). As
antique radio collectors, we all found the history fascinating! And we had a
wonderful time looking at all of the antiques. Some of us even bought some of

them to take home with us.

Our hostess and the dinner she had

prepared for us was wonderful! It
included salmon, pork, roasted
potatoes, and green beans, as well
as two desserts. Every dish was
perfectly prepared and seasoned.
The green beans were so good |
took some home! I'm not a big fan of
fish, but the salmon was so tasty |
went back for more. We have used
several caterers over the years, but
| think this was the best food we

have ever had. The atmosphere and

holiday decorating were inspiring.

And the owner is a wonderful person.
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After desert and coffee, it was time to
once again play the “Dirty Santa”
game. Each guest had brought along a

small wrapped gift, when our number

was called we picked a gift and
opened it or chose to steal a gift that

someone else had already opened.

There were some very fun gifts, and a

few changed hands more the once.

What would our OKVRC Christmas party be without our usual musical jam

session? Some traditional Christmas carols were played, along with many Rock
and Folk favorites. When this was over, members began packing up their gifts
and dinner leftovers and saying their goodbyes. It was a great evening, and |

hope we go back there next year.

New Meeting Location

Please try to attend the upcoming

January meeting. We are leaving the

Golden Corral in Midwest City, and will

instead be at the Black Bear Diner on
3015 W Memorial Rd. in Quail Springs. |

have eaten at several Black Bear’'s and

3015 W Memorial Rd, Quail Springs, OK 73134

the food and service is always top notch.

——— a See you there, and have a great 2026!

TJim TYRRELL
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Mark’s Tech Talk

Mark McClellan, Marketing Director
‘Twas the Season

End of year is always a busy time for any business, but once you throw in

holidays with family get-togethers, gift shopping, Black Friday sales, New Years
Eve celebrations, and the weirdest winter weather, well that’s just all a bit much.
So, while | have not put together a technology talk for you this month, | do have

the following to offer.

Hope 2026 is your best year ever!.

MARK MCCLELLAN
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V.P.’s Voice

Dorothy L. Cady, Vice-President

While | did not get to watch every Christmas movie |
like to watch each December, | count my blessings

for those | did get to see.

While | did not get to speak to and hug every one

of my family and friends this holiday season, |

count my blessings for not having lost any of them to

illness or happenstance, and for all of the new

friends | made.

While | did not get to complete all of the tasks |

had set for myself to do in 2025, | count my

blessings that I'm here in 2026 to take a crack at those that remain.

While | received more blessings this past year than | probably deserved, | do
hope | have passed on as many or more blessings to others, or at least have

been always kind to others.

May your 2026 be filled with blessings,

family love, and lots and lots of friends.

And may you stay as young as you feel.

Happy New Year!

DOROTHY AND RAYMOND CADY
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Article

Repurpose a Vintage Radio Cabinet

Dorothy L. Cady

It's my hope that, like me, your heart never wants you to simply throw away a

damaged, abused, seemingly irredeemable vintage radio cabinet, or one that no

longer has a chassis for it. And | have had and restored many of them. But that

doesn’t mean you want to do it, right? So yes, you can send it my way for

restoration, but the point here is that vintage cabinets do not have to house only

radios; you can repurpose that cabinet (or even other types of cabinets) into

something else. Many people have done it.

Here are some ideas for you to
contemplate. For more info about each,

click the image or the link in its caption.

e Larissa of Prodigal Pieces (image
right) converted this vintage radio
cabinet into a playhouse. Others large
cabinets she converted to storage for

a boy’s bedroom.

e Daune of Cottage in the Oaks took a
media cabinet and turned it into a bird
cage. (See images at the top of page
10).

https://prodigalpieces.com/repurposed-

radio-cabinet-turned-dollhouse/
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(Left) cabinet before conversion. (Above)
Inside of cabinet after conversion.

From: https://www.cottageintheoaks.com/diy-
bird-cage-from-a-media-cabinet/

Maria of Maria Cisneros Toth used “a hollowed out Old Time Radio
from the 1930's” that she had purchased for $20 a few years prior,
and turned it into a shadow box. You can view her YouTube video at

https://youtu.be/WAyO5Ye0BEc?si=GcbZbFZG hUS8Ivpt.

| Before_

¥
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Maria Cisneros Toth is a writer. She currently has in the Kindle Unlimited library
one of her books; Kindle Unlimited members can read it for free. It is titled

Butterly Hollow. The book is Historical Fiction, based in the depression era, and

has a murder mystery in it. Since Maria is one of the YouTubers included in this

article, | thought you might enjoy knowing this about her.

So, by now you have figured out that there are multiple ways to reuse vintage
cabinets when they are no longer useful for their intended purpose. Below | have
also included a few more links for your exploration. Or, if that’s not something,

you care to do right now, you also can just read.

e Storage bins; just add shelves. https://www.etsy.com/listing/4413934657/

e Bookcase or display case. https://girlinthegarage.net/2017/07/repurposed-

radio-cabinet-makeover/
¢ Nightstand. https://cf.ltkcdn.net/antiques/images/std-lg/328488-1200x800-
night-stand.webp

e Secret storage. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1tRCIiYJz0c

e Liquor or coffee bar. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eP6YArjOTLA
e Wine cabinet. https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=401594141217887

e Guitar amp. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uF Skdht\WWhc0

You also can reuse parts from the radio even if you cannot save the cabinet

itself. Here’s a good example: coasters using radio dials.

https://www.etsy.com/listing/768225724/

However you choose to save the essence of a vintage radio cabinet, | hope you

enjoy it.

DOROTHY L. CADY
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Birthday Wishes

What beautiful January
weather we have had so
far. We hope it matches
the day and joys your
birthday brings to you.

Happy birthday to all of
our OKVRC members,

family, and friends with a

Happy Jahuary
Birthday!

January birthday.

207. 1 WILL NOT HURRY

I will not hurry through this day!
Lord, I will listen by the way,

To humming bees and singing birds,
To speaking trees and friendly words;
And for the moments in between
Seek glimpses of Thy great Unseen.

Ve

I will not hurry through this day;

I will take time to think and pray;

I will look up into the sky,

Where fleecy clouds and swallows fly;
And somewhere in the day, maybe

I will catch whispers, Lord, from Thee!

Ralph Spaulding Cushman, 1879~
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Classifieds

As you know, you can always count on several of our dedicated members to
include a brief classified advertisement to simplify access to them by others. But
sometimes, our members forget or just don’t know that they also can use the
classifieds to let others know they are looking for something in particular or have
something relevant to offer for free or for sale. Simply request an ad by sending
the pertinent information to the newsletter editor, and a photo if wanted, to have
it posted in one issue or in every issue. SINCE WE NO LONGER MAIL THE
NEWSLETTER, THERE IS NO EXTRA COST TO HELP OUR MEMBERS GET,
GIVE, OR SELL ANYTHING RELATED TO OKVRC’S MISSION. So don’t be
shy. If you have something you’d like to share with other members, give the
classifieds a go.

. Custom Laser Printing OFFERED by Rick at Black85vette@gmail.com

« Radio Repair and Restoration, and Radio AM Transmitters OFFERED by
Ray and Dorothy Cady at 405-820-8014 or cadyraymond1@gmail.com

. Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items WANTED by Dale Boyce at
radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com or call (414) 840-4146

« Tube and Tube-type Amplifiers WANTED by Jim Collings at
(405) 755-4139 or email jrcradio@cox.net

« 0OId Comics WANTED by Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, Glendale, CA 91221

FOR SALE by R. M. Cady
Airline 62-318 "Movie Dial" (1936)

Made by Wells Gardner, this highly sought
after eight-tube (including green eye tube),
super het, large speaker, fully restored and
refinished set plays well on both the AM
and two shortwave bands. It uses 35mm
film projected onto the dial glass to present
station frequency, ID, and country (SW),
moving as the dial is turned. Contact
cadyraymond1@gmail.com for more

Asing $250.00 information/photos.
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About OKVRC

Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News to
share historical information, and provide education and enjoyment for club
members and friends.

We like to keep up with our members and always welcome submissions of
articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors and restorers, and club
activities news. Please send articles to the newsletter publisher at:
cadyraymond1@amail.com, or mail it to: OKVRC Newsletter Publisher, PO BOX
50625, Midwest City, OK 73140.

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit
and reference are given. An electronic copy of most articles can be obtained
from the OKVRC Newsletter Publisher.

OKVRC is open to exchanging monthly newsletters with other non-profit radio
organizations. If your organization is interested in an exchange, contact the
OKVRC Newsletter Publisher.

OKVRC Board and Staff

President: Jim Collings, jrcradio@cox.net

Vice President: Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com

Secretary: Jim Tyrrell, ptyrrell@sbcglobal.net

Treasurer: Jim Ray, jabray71@hotmail.com

Marketing Director: Mark McClellan, mark@mcclellanaudio.com
Newsletter Publisher: Raymond Cady, cadyraymond1@gmail.com,
Webmaster: Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com

Membership

You're invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by attending and
signing up at a meeting or swap meet, by sending an email with the needed
information to Secretary Jim Terrell, or by mailing your Name, Address, Email
Address and phone number to: Secretary, OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest
City, OK, 73140. Free membership in 2026.
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