
Secretary’s Report 
 

 

 

 

Hello and Welcome 

Everyone seemed to have a great time at the OKVRC Fall Swap Meet. Close to 30 

people came, though not all signed in to participate in the door prize drawing, but 

they seemed to enjoy all that the meet had to offer. With three educational, fun, and 

interesting presentations conducted throughout the morning, along with all of our 

regular events and many opportunities to buy, sell, and show off vintage radios and 

equipment, it was a busy meet. We want to give a special welcome to the six 

individuals who became new members at the meet: Tom B., Bryan C., Wade H., 

Jayson K., Gary K., Lloyd M. (who actually joined at the spring meet), and David O. 

 

 

Old Time Radio 
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Are you ready for this month’s 

chosen old-time radio show? It is 

from Inner Sanction. Go to: 

https://archive.org/details/OTRR_

Inner_Sanctum_Mysteries_Singl

es/Inner+Sanctum++44-11-

29+The+Voice+on+the+Wire.mp

3 to listen, or click the image to 

the right. Enjoy! 
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President’s Column 

Jim Collings, President 

This Month’s Upcoming Meeting 

The November meeting is coming up quickly, on Saturday. We will meet at the 

Golden Corral, 101 S. Sooner Road, Del City, OK. The meeting will be on 

November 8th with dinner at 6 PM, and the start of the meeting at 7 PM. The 

meeting topic, following our recent scheme, is to have radios and radio items 

that begin with the letter L. In scanning my collection, there are very few items in 

this category, so we will modify the topic to also include anything that you have 

acquired over the summer, or just anything you would like to bring to show. So, 

you may bring anything that you would like. I picked up a few items that were 

donated to the club that I will bring for the donation auction. These include a 

Jensen 10” speaker in a cabinet, VTVM, VOM, and a scanner. But, please bring 

other items for the donation auction.  

Our Fall Swap Meet 

Our fall swap meet last month held at Our Lord’s Lutheran Church was very 

successful; I believe that everyone who attended had a good time, and the 

proceeds from the raffle and the donated auction items covered the expense of 

renting the facility. Attendance was good, as we had 23 people sign in, and 

there were some who did not sign in. We figured there were approximately 27 

attendees, and from that we had six new individuals sign up for membership; an 

exciting number of new members.  

 

The Equipment Contest had some very nice items, but the number of entries 

was less than anticipated, especially since there were some categories with no 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/qdVfvqxsJMMf4o2s7
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entries. Of course, we added new categories this year, so that is not 

unexpected. It was good news for the entries that were submitted however, 

because it actually meant that each item entered in the contest was awarded a 

ribbon. Next year, we hope that everyone will strive to bring more things for 

display and entry into the contest, as being able to see a lot of nice things tends 

to encourage visitors to join our club.  

Contest Winners October 2025 OKVRC Meet 

The Best of Show went to the Normende Tannhauser, and Jim Ray won the 

People’s Choice with his Telefunken. 

 

The winners for the categories for which there were entries are listed in order by 

first, second, and third place winners, where applicable, and include (see 

images after the list of winners): 

 

CATEGORY: Battery and Crystal Receivers, Pre-1930, 
Day Fan Collection, Jim Tyrrell 

  Pittsburg SP-2, Jim Collings 
 Pal Crystal Receiver, Jim Collings 
         
CATEGORY:  AC/DC Bakelite or Plastic Receivers 

RCA 9-TX Little Nipper Catalin, Jim Collings 
        
CATEGORY: HiFi and Audio Equipment 

Valco National Guitar Amplifier, Jim Collings 
     
CATEGORY: TVs and Accessories 

   Anchor TV Booster, Jim Collings 
 
CATEGORY: Portables      

Majestic, Jim Tyrrell 
Zenith Crown, Jim Tyrrell 
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CATEGORY: Foreign Made Sets 
Normende Tannhauser, Jim Ray 

 
CATEGORY: Homebrew/Kit/Accessory Items 

Na-Ald Mini Cone Speaker, Jim Collings 
Steinite Interference Eliminator, Rick Martin 

 
CATEGORY:  Phonographs 

Standard AU Open Works, Jim Collings 
             
CATEGORY: Best Restoration  

Majestic , Jim Tyrrell  
             
CATEGORY: People’s Choice  

Normende Tannhauser, Jim Ray 
            
CATEGORY: Best of Show   
Day Fan Collection, Jim Tyrrell 

 

 

From the HiFi and Audio Equipment 
category, Jim Collings’ Valco National 
Guitar Amplifier (image left) was awarded 
first place. 
 
 
A special thanks to all who helped at the 

meet, especially to those who arrived early 

to set up the tables, and stayed late to tear 

them down and clean up.   
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We Need ONE Volunteer 

On a different note, we need someone to volunteer to host our annual Christmas 

party. I have too much junk and newly acquired items sitting around to have it at 

my home this year. There should be no big stress associated with hosting the 

party as it will be catered and the club will fund it. The issue is space where 

“friends can gather for fun and celebration”; environment adds a lot to our party. 

If it helps your planning, we can hold the party on either the 2nd or 3rd Saturday 

in December.  

 

Dorothy told me that we did have a member who told us after last year’s party 

that he would like to hold it this year at his home. If that was you, please let one 

of the board members know. But, if no one volunteers, we either hold the party 

at a restaurant (I’d hate to have our party at a restaurant) or another venue, or 

we skip it (not a preferred option). Since we traditionally have a white 

elephant/dirty Santa gift exchange followed by a sing along jam session at the 

end. We really need someone to step forward to make this a fun event! 

Please let it be YOU, and then let a board or staff member know you are 

interested. 
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VRPS Annual Convention 

The VRPS annual convention was held on October 24th thru 26th in Grapevine, 

TX.  It was a deviation from previous years, as it was held at the Grapevine 

Convention Center, so the hotel was several blocks away. The logistics of 

getting people back and forth were challenging, especially when the back of the 

vehicle was full of radios. But the Grapevine facility was very nice with plenty of 

room for all the activities.  

 

The numerous auctions had something for everybody. I had every nook and 

cranny of my vehicle packed on the way down, and sold everything. Then I 

purchased less to take back home, so it was a successful meet.  

 

There were many impressive displays in the contest, where the featured 

manufacturer was Shure. I had a lot of fun, and I’m sure that those from our club 

who attended also had fun. I will definitely attend next year.   

 

I hope to see many of you at the November meeting at the Golden Corral! 

 

 JIM COLLINGS  
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Mark’s Tech Talk 

Mark McClellan, Marketing Director 

RCA Radiola 17 Repair  

I recently got the opportunity to repair a Radiola 17 (image below). The 

customer stated that it worked, but not very well, noting that the voltages 

measured on the terminal strip were very low except for the B+ which was too 

high. Fearing that the filter condenser block had gone bad, they thought it best 

to bring it to the shop since I have experience dealing with those nasty, tar-filled 

condenser blocks. 

The Radiola 17 is an AC powered, seven tube TRF (without regeneration) 

broadcast band receiver manufactured circa 1927/28. It has three stages of 

radio frequency amplification, a detector, and two stages of audio frequency 

amplification. This model has 2 chassis, one for the power supply and one for 

the receiver.  

 

My first step was to confirm the customer’s voltage measurements which can be 

conveniently measured on the terminal strip that connects the power supply to 
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the receiver chassis. Indeed, the voltages were all out of spec, so I pulled the 

power supply (image and table shown below) for further investigation. 

The following image shows the underside of the power supply chassis. The gray 

electrolytic capacitor in the upper left is not original. Nor are the resistors that 

have been tacked on to the original multisection power resistor. The original filter 

condensers are buried in the 

tar pit immediately below the 

added electrolytic capacitor. 

Adding a modern and much 

larger valued capacitor to the 

filter condenser block is an 

unrecommended design 

change that would certainly 

cause the increased B+ 

reading, so it was removed. 
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After unsoldering all the wires on the filter condenser block, I measured the 

capacitance and leakage of each section. Happily, the capacitance readings 

were close to spec, and the leakage current (measured at 200 volts) was under 

100 micro-amps. That’s crazy good for something this old and I’m thrilled that I 

didn’t have to dig into the tar pit! 

 

The next suspect to check was the multi-

section resistor with the added tacked-on 

resistors (image left). This resistor block is set 

up in the circuit as a voltage divider to derive 

all the needed sub B+ voltages, so it’s 

extremely critical for the correct operation to 

the radio. All measured resistances were off. 

Four out of five sections on the original resistor 

were open circuit. The added resistors were 

installed to fix that, but the values weren’t 

correct and some of the solder joints were 

seriously bad. I yanked all of that out, 

and added a terminal strip and new 

individual resistors. 

 

Everything else under the power 

supply chassis looked and measured 

good, so I installed it back into the 

radio and all the voltages were now 

within expected tolerances! 
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On to the receiver chassis.  

At this point the radio was receiving stations, but I observed that the volume 

control (image below) wasn’t working consistently and I was only receiving 

stations at the upper 

frequencies of the 

broadcast band. A quick 

inspection revealed the 

problem with the volume 

control; the wire wound 

potentiometer had been 

replaced in the past, but 

the solder joint on the 

ground side was so bad 

that the wire came right 

off. The volume pot also 

measured 11K ohms, 

whereas the schematic showed that it should be 2K ohms. I replaced it with a pot 

that was closer to the original value. 

The receiver chassis has a bypass condenser block that, like the filter condenser 

block in the power supply, is composed of foil/paper capacitors. However, these 

capacitors are not potted in tar and after disconnecting the block, I measured 

over 20 milli-amps of leakage current. That’s enough to cause performance 

problems with the radio, so I pulled the block and proceeded to rebuild it with 

modern film capacitors. 
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Disassembly of bypass condenser block: 

Rebuilt 

bypass 

condenser block with new capacitors: 
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The last thing I observed was that the tuning 

knob was hard to turn, and I could also 

hear a scraping noise as the tuning 

condenser rotated. I adjusted the tension 

on the condenser shaft and cleaned & 

lubricated it to free it up. The scraping 

noise was caused by some of the 

condenser plates rubbing against one 

another. This will cause dead spots and/or 

static noise at certain points on the tuning 

scale. I used a piece of index card stock 

and slipped it between each plate to 

determine which ones were rubbing (image left), and then carefully re-formed the 

plates to restore the correct gap, taking care not to bend them too much as that 

could affect the proper alignment of the three RF stages. 

The radio now performed well taking into consideration its primitive design. This 

model is inherently less sensitive at the lower frequencies in the broadcast band. 

Also, the interesting (perhaps awful) design of the volume circuit, which is simply 

a potentiometer between the antenna and ground with the wiper of the pot 

feeding the grid of the first RF tube results in hyper sensitivity to strong stations 

resulting in the inability to turn them all the way down, and also hyper sensitivity 

to noise on the weaker stations since the RF and audio stages are running at full 

gain regardless of the volume control setting.  

There are mods in the wild to address the volume control issue, but my 

philosophy is to keep it original and just enjoy the charm and quirks of early radio 

design.    MARK MCCLELLAN  
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V.P.’s Voice 

Dorothy Cady, Vice-President     

Power to Come by Radio 

For many ordinary radio listeners, radio is a passive experience. Sometimes it is 

turned on just to fill the air with noise or to cover annoying noises from outside or 

other parts of the home. It is a companion in our cars, often helping us to keep 

ahead of traffic snaggles and road construction. And the station choices we 

have . . . wow. In 1934 though, radio was still new enough to the masses that 

much more was expected of it.  

 

According to the article titled, “Power 

to Come by Radio” in the November 

1934 issue of Popular Mechanics, 

radio can guide airplanes and ships 

even in the worst fog, and still 

sometime in the future, it could be 

used to “stimulate growth of both 

animals and vegetables . . . provide 

heat and light in the home.”  

 

You can read the article on archive.org by opening the following link. You will 

need to search for subsequent pages where the article is continued, but when 

you open the magazine, go to page 106 to begin reading about what radio was 

anticipated to be able to do besides receiving information and entertainment. 
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 (The address is: https://dn721502.ca.archive.org/0/items/popular-mechanics-

1934-11-v-62n-05_20251018_0441/Popular_Mechanics_1934-

11_%28v62n05%29.pdf). 

 

If you cannot open the link or don’t want to bounce around the magazine to read 

the entire article, you can go to the OKVRC.ORG website, click on the 

Resources link, click on the Articles and Presentations link, and then click the 

name of the article, which is Power to Come by Radio. I have put the article’s 

separate sections together for you and uploaded it there. And just FYI, this issue 

of the Popular Mechanics magazine is Public Domain. 

 

After reading the article, I’m pretty sure you will be able to see how many of the 

potential uses for radio the author predicted that actually exist today. The 

drawings in the article are fun to view in and of themselves, so enjoy! 

 

 DOROTHY CADY 

  Just wanted to let you 

know that we survived 

not only the move but 

also Halloween in a 

new neighborhood. 

 B2 AND MIDGE 

https://dn721502.ca.archive.org/0/items/popular-mechanics-1934-11-v-62n-05_20251018_0441/Popular_Mechanics_1934-11_%28v62n05%29.pdf
https://dn721502.ca.archive.org/0/items/popular-mechanics-1934-11-v-62n-05_20251018_0441/Popular_Mechanics_1934-11_%28v62n05%29.pdf
https://dn721502.ca.archive.org/0/items/popular-mechanics-1934-11-v-62n-05_20251018_0441/Popular_Mechanics_1934-11_%28v62n05%29.pdf
https://okvrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Power-to-Come-by-Radio.pdf
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Secretary’s Report  

Jim Tyrrell, Secretary     

Fall is here in Oklahoma, and it’s finally starting to cool down. For weeks it 

seemed like summer just didn’t want to let go. Finally we are getting cooler days 

with a few chilly dawns, and the vegetation is going dormant with the leaves 

beginning to fall.  

As you already know, this last week was Halloween. When we were kids, it was 

a time of great fun. Now, while we are giving out candy to other kids, it is a 

chance to listen to an old tape of the Halloween classic, “War of the worlds” 

broadcast, with my low-power transmitter, and several of my old radios playing 

it. Who of you agrees that it is still a scary radio broadcast even after 85 years? 

We had no invading Martians as OKVRC members and guests arrived for our 

OKVRC Fall 2025 Swap Meet. However, we did have lots of sunshine with only 

a little rain as members and guests began arriviing at the Our Lord’s Lutheran 

Church in Oklahoma City, many arriving before the building opened at eight to 

help set up tables. 

We had plenty of donuts and coffee for everyone to enjoy while waiting for 

sellers to arrive and setup. Mark also brought his popcorn maker from his shop, 

and made up popcorn for us. We had an excellent turnout for the Fall meet, with 

some folks we have not seen for a while plus six new members. There were a 

large number of donated items in the regular auction, and a fair number of items 

in the silent auction, as well as a good selection on the regular sales tables.  
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I picked up a Sentinel portable (image 

right) from the fifties in a green and 

white swirl plastic, and mid-twenties 

Stromberg Carlson radio, complete with 

tubes. I also found some parts and 

books.  

The Contest, which is only held once a 

year, is always enjoyable. There was a 

great variety of entries in many categories, and though the number was limited, 

the quality of every item was evident. It was fascinating to see and learn about 

each one. Later in this newsletter you will see a list of the winners; ribbons are 

awarded for first, second, and third place 

where applicable. 

This year’s auction radio winner was Bryan 

Cook (image left).  

The prize this year was a beautiful Airline 

tombstone radio, graciously restored and 

donated by Ray and Dorothy Cady. 

The auction for the restored vintage radio, 

which at three tickets for ten dollars, is a 

primary fundraiser for meeting the expenses 

of holding the swap meet. We charge no fees 

for anything at either the spring or fall swap meets, so the raffle along with the 

sales from the live auction are used to cover the expenses. (The sale of tickets 

for this and the sale from the regular auction along with costs are detailed in the 
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Treasurer’s report.) We had a few door prizes to give away as well, all of which 

were donated by the club and its members. 

New this year, we had three, fifteen-minute presentations by club members. We 

have had presentations at previous swap meets, but no more than one. These 

three were strategically planned to entertain and educate attendees between our 

other activities, such as the contest judging, prize drawings, and the live auction. 

Alex Allen (image right) talked 

and showed us a PowerPoint 

presentation about Victrola radio/ 

phonograph combinations of the 

nineteen twenties. These units 

started out as acoustic 

phonographs combined with 

battery radios, evolving into all 

electronic combinations, all over 

a period of about five years. 

These units were very expensive and heavy, and surviving examples are 

scarce. Alex is restoring one himself. 

Jim Collings (image left) gave a great presentation 

on the history of vacuum tubes going back to the 

beginning of the twentieth century, and showed us 

many examples of historic tubes that he had 

collected over the years.  
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Mark McClellen (images left and below) 

gave us the third presentation on 

repairing/restoring audio speakers. It was 

about more than patching or replacing the 

speaker cone. He also discussed the 

potential issues one can run into when 

replacing the voice coil, and shared a 

personal example of what not to do. 

 

 

When the swap meet was over, many 

members stayed for a while to help other 

members load up their vehicles, clean up, 

and put tables back in place. Then we said 

our goodbyes.  

It should be noted that Julie and Jim Collings 

keep on top of what is happening at the 

church on the day of our swap meet, thus 

helping to make sure we are respectful of the church and church family, and 

timely with our meet. Many thanks to both of them.  

Thanks to all who came, especially those who traveled long distances to be 

here, and those who helped with the set up and facility restoration.  
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In November we will be back at our 

current monthly meeting location, the 

Golden Corral on 1501 S. Sooner Blvd. in 

Midwest City. I hope some of the folks that 

came to this swap meet for their first time 

will join us for our regular monthly 

meetings. It’s always a great time. Hope to 

see you there!  

JIM TYRRELL 

 

Below you can see that this year’s 
contest judges hard at work. (L to R: 
Dale McLellan, Jim Collings, Jim 
Tyrrell, and Mark McClellan.) Thank 
you Judges. 
 
 

A corner of the swap meet 
area with attendees. 

Cute. Right? Wish I had one. 
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Birthday Wishes 

November birthdays are all the rage with people 

who were born in November. (Shocking to 

know. Isn’t it?) Some of the best people we 

know (and many we don’t know) have 

November birthdays, and we hope all of 

those with a November birthday have or 

already have had a grand and prosperous 

birthday. 

 

 

Classifieds 

• Custom Laser Printing OFFERED by 

Rick at Black85vette@gmail.com 

• Radio Repair and Restoration, and Radio AM Transmitters OFFERED by 

Ray and Dorothy Cady at 405-820-8014 or cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

• Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items WANTED by Dale Boyce at 

radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com or call (414) 840-4146 

• Tube and Tube-type Amplifiers WANTED by Jim Collings at (405) 755-

4139 or we find our radiojrcradio@cox.net 

• Old Comics WANTED by Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, Glendale, CA 91221  

mailto:Black85vette@gmail.com
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com
mailto:jrcradio@cox.net
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About OKVRC 

Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News to 

share historical information, and provide education and enjoyment for club 

members and friends.  

 

We like to keep up with our members and always welcome submissions of 

articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors and restorers, and club 

activities news. Please send articles to the newsletter publisher at: 

cadyraymond1@gmail.com, or mail it to: OKVRC Newsletter Publisher, PO BOX 

50625, Midwest City, OK 73140. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit 

and reference are given. An electronic copy of most articles can be obtained 

from the OKVRC Newsletter Publisher. 

 

OKVRC is open to exchanging monthly newsletters with other non-profit radio 

organizations. If your organization is interested in an exchange, contact the 

OKVRC Newsletter Publisher. 
 

OKVRC Board and Staff 
President: Jim Collings, jrcradio@cox.net  

Vice President:  Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

Secretary: Jim Tyrrell, jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net   

Treasurer: Jim Ray, jabray71@hotmail.com  

Marketing Director: Mark McClellan, mark@mcclellanaudio.com  

Newsletter Publisher: Raymond Cady, cadyraymond1@gmail.com,  

Webmaster: Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

Membership 
You’re invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by attending and 

signing up at a meeting or swap meet, or by mailing your Name, Address, Email 

Address and phone number to: Secretary, OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest 

City, OK, 73140. Free membership in 2025. 

mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
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