
Secretary’s Report 
 

S 

 

 

Hello and Welcome 

Be kind to all. Laugh whenever you can. Be a good 

friend. Be all you can be. OK. That’s enough advice. But 

still, to entice you into attending next month’s swap meet, 

here is an image of the Raffle radio., which is an Airline 

Model 62-97. Please note that this image is not of the 

actual radio because that one is already boxed to go to 

the swap meet. Welcome to the September 2025 issue of 

the OKVRC newsletter. Enjoy it! 
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Do you like to listen to those old-time radio 

shows, or podcasts? Click on the picture to 

the right to access “Too Much Energy,” a 

Fibber Mcgee and Molly episode, or copy 

and paste the following link to your web 

browser:  

https://archive.org/details/otr_fibbermcgeean

dmolly/450123_TooMuchEnergy.mp3  
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President’s Column 

Jim Collings, President 

 

Saturday, September 13th will be our September meeting at the Golden Corral, 

101 S. Sooner Road, Del City, OK. As usual, we meet at 6 PM for dinner then 

begin our meeting at 7 PM. The topic is a continuation of our brands by letter of 

the alphabet. This time we will have the letter K. So, bring your radios and 

related items with a brand or manufacturer’s name that begins with the letter K. I 

can think of many examples: Knight, Ken-Rad, Kolster, Kelford, Keller Fuller, 

King, Kleartone, and Kennedy. I’ll try to bring a selection of Kennedy sets from 

my collection. Don’t forget our usual donation auction at the end of the meeting, 

so bring something to benefit the club.  

Meeting Agenda 

The big topic of the meeting will be preparation for our Fall Swap meet next 

month, which will be on the third Saturday (October 18th). Previously, all 

swap meets have been held on the second Saturday in October, but this 

year is an exception. As with the Spring 2025 swap meet, our Fall 2025 meet 

will be held at Our Lord’s Lutheran Church, 2900 W Hefner Road, Oklahoma 

City, OK 73120. (This is the same location as our last meet.) the event will begin 

at 8 AM, but will run up to one hour longer.  

 

I will give a short presentation on tube collecting before the main auction this 

year. We decided to test whether adding presentations to the Fall swap meet 

would bring in more visitors, so we are looking for two more presenters for a 15-

minute presentation each. Please let us know whether you would like to do a 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/F8U1Xv2gJTcc4AQc9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/F8U1Xv2gJTcc4AQc9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/x752hogtqXJM6NJe7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/x752hogtqXJM6NJe7
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presentation, maybe even on something related to one of the new contest 

categories we also are adding this year, or something that just interests you. 

(Check out the contest categories list later in the newsletter.) 

 

As you likely have figured out, this meet will feature a contest in addition to the 

swap meet, silent auction, and main auction. We will discuss the meet at the 

September meeting, including making plans and getting volunteers for some of 

the preparation work. 

The ARCI Meet 

Julie and I attended the Antique Radio Club of Illinois IARCI) meet in the 

Chicago area last month. It was a fun meet. They had made some changes. The 

auction started quite a bit earlier at 4PM, so we had to arrive a little earlier to 

enter in a few items. It was a good auction. I thought a lot of the items sold at 

high prices. Most notable were the prices for deco sets and unusual items. I 

purchased only a few things, and sold several items from my collection. The 

earlier start allowed the auction to end at a reasonable time.  

 

The flea market started at dawn on Saturday morning. I had chosen to set up my 

table inside rather than outside, due to rain last year. But I searched the outside 

where most of the activity was, before setting up. I purchased a few small items, 

and there was no rain, and the weather was not too hot. After setting up, I sold 

my more valuable items fairly quickly, and Julie was able to be inside watching 

my table where it was comfortable.  
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The club donation sale was inside also, but it was off in another part of the 

building, and I was unable to find it until early afternoon. When I did find it, they 

were down to offering free items, but I missed out on the better stuff that was for 

sale. So that was a little disappointing.  

This is only a tiny selection of some of the ARCI swap meet photos that the club has on 
their website. You can see all of them at:   
https://www.antique-radios.org/post/radiofest-aug-2025. 

 

Julie and I were pleased to see friends at the meet that we don’t get to see very 

often. After a fun Saturday evening dinner with friends and a night’s sleep, we 

got an early start on Sunday for the drive home. We already are looking forward 

to attending next year’s ARCI meet. 

Donation Auction 

As usual, we will end our September meeting with the auction of items that 

members bring in or have otherwise been donated to the club for fundraising. If 

you have something you don’t need or think someone else might be able to use, 

bring it in for the auction. It’s always a fun time.  

 

See you at the September meeting. Bring your K Radios and something for the 

donation auction. 

 JIM COLLINGS  

https://www.antique-radios.org/post/radiofest-aug-2025
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Contest  

Categories for the 2025 Fall OKVRC Swap Meet 

(Note the new categories added at the end of this list.) 

A select group of individuals choose the winners and award their ribbons in the 

categories 1 through 16. 

1. Battery and Crystal Receivers. Pre-1930. 
2. Tombstone and Cathedral Receivers. 
3. Horizontal Wooden Receivers. 
4. Metal Sets. After 1926. Includes amateur receivers and transmitters.  
5. AC/DC Bakelite or Plastic Receivers. 
6. HiFi and Audio Equipment. 
7. Televisions and TV Accessories. Pre-1960. 
8. Transistor Radios. 
9. Foreign-Made tube-type Receivers and Equipment. 

10. Homebrew and Kit ReceiversAccessory Items. Includes items such 
as tubes, speakers, antennas, test equipment, and more. 

11. Phonographs. Both acoustic and electric are included. 
12. Ham radio equipment. On or before the 1950’s. 
13. Open. Anything that does not fit within another category. 
14. Best Restoration. The entry can be displayed in any category, but 

will be judged on restoration quality.  Documentation of condition 
before the restoration is encouraged. 

15. Best of Show. One of the first-place winners from the other 
categories. Please add your name on the back of the contest entry 
form for winner identification. 

 

Swap Meet attendees vote separately for any item entered in any of the 

above categories.  

16. People’s Choice. The favorite of all who attended and voted in this 
category. 

 
You can enter one item per category, but enter as many categories as you like. 
There are NO FEES to enter items into the contest, but you do need a form, 
which you can fill out when you arrive at the swap meet, or print out the Contest 
Entry Form on your own printer then bring it with you. See the next page for the 
form.  
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OKVRC CONTEST ENTRY FORM 

Category (Number and Name) _______________________________________ 

Manufacturer _____________________________________________________ 

Model Number ___________________________________________________ 

Year ___________________________________________________________ 

Comments ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Turn over this form and WRITE YOUR NAME ON THE BACK! 

 

 

OKVRC CONTEST ENTRY FORM 

Category (Number and Name) _______________________________________ 

Manufacturer _____________________________________________________ 

Model Number ___________________________________________________ 

Year ___________________________________________________________ 

Comments ______________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________ 

Turn over this form and WRITE YOUR NAME ON THE BACK! 
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Mark’s Tech Talk 

Mark McClellan, Marketing Director 

Because the swap meet is next month and most of us are getting prepared for it, 

my tech column this month is being used for the swap meet flyer. 
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V.P.’s Voice 

Dorothy Cady, Vice-President 

 

“Madeleine L'Engle (/ˈlɛŋɡəl/; November 29, 1918[1] – September 6, 

2007)[2] was an American writer of fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and young adult 

fiction, including A Wrinkle in Time and its sequels: A Wind in the Door, A Swiftly 

Tilting Planet, Many Waters, and An Acceptable Time.” Wikipedia. 

 

In honor of Madeleine L’Engle, whose death occurred in September of 2007, 

and a female writer whose works I personally enjoy reading and rereading, I 

write this very short piece, and suggest that if you like reading fiction, especially 

in the young adult genre, you too may find her books to be fun and interesting.  

 

One thing you should know about this author is that she believed in the power of 

laughter. She once (or perhaps more often than once) said that, “A good laugh 

heals a lot of hurts.” A good laugh also makes for a better life, especially if those 

laughs are frequent. So, for us radio fans, I hope we all enjoy the following 

comic that came straight out of The September 1923 issue of Radio Times 

magazine. 

 

It made me laugh for various reasons, one of which is that whether it is radios, 

computers, cell phones, or any other new technology, there are always early 

adopters, challenged newcomers, and those who need a bit more time and 

experience with that technology before they truly understand or can deal with it. 

And of great importance when it comes to new tech, it’s easier to learn and 

adapt if you first learn to laugh (especially at yourself). So, here you go. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:IPA/English
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madeleine_L'Engle#cite_note-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madeleine_L'Engle#cite_note-2
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Young_adult_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Young_adult_fiction
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Wrinkle_in_Time
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Wind_in_the_Door
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Swiftly_Tilting_Planet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Swiftly_Tilting_Planet
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Many_Waters
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/An_Acceptable_Time
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Here's hoping that all of our new ventures bring us joy and laughter. ~ Dorothy 
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Secretary’s Report  

Jim Tyrrell, Secretary     

 

August is usually the hottest month of the year here in so it 

was no surprise that it was pretty hot outside. But we have 

had some unusually cool temps since the August meeting, 

along with some refreshing rain; it feels like fall is just 

around the corner. Fall is my favorite season. It is neither too 

hot nor too cold, like spring, but without spring’s crazy and 

unpredictable storms. As the year’s gardening chores wind 

down, there will be more time to work on radios, I hope! 

It was a beautiful day as about nine or ten OKVRC members 

showed up for our usual second 

Saturday of the month club meeting at the Golden 

Corral Buffet in Midwest City. The excellent and 

varied food offerings at the Golden Corral always leave us well fed, perhaps a 

bit too well fed, but who can resist all-you- can-eat of anything on the menu? 

Club President Jim Collings called the meeting to order and we began the 

night’s activities. Jim told us about the IRC Fall meet in Chicago, and we 

discussed our own OKVRC Fall Meet, which will be held on the third (not the 

second) Saturday of October at Our Lord’s Lutheran Church on 2900 W Hefner 

road in Oklahoma City. This new venue has been a big success for OKVRC, 

and is giving us some flexible options that we did not really have at other event 

locations, including adding an hour to the event so that we have enough time to 

add in some other activities we would like to see happen. 

Jim Tyrrell, Secretary, 
about to take a closer 
look at Mark's radio. 
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August’s Meeting Topic 

The topic for August’s meeting was radios and radio-related items whose brand 

names begin with I or J. We have been working through the alphabet for several 

months now, and it’s been a lot of fun. Our club members brought in some nice 

J and I radios and related items to share.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Collings brought in an a wireless era  

component called an Indestructible 

Condenser. (See image to the right.)  I 

forget the brand, but it started with a J.  

Jim also showed us three more early items 

from the roaring twenties, including: a Jones 

 
crystal detector, a Jubilee crystal set, and a Jefferson tube rejuvenator. 

Images of the Jubilee crystal set and the Jefferson tube rejuvenator are 

shown on the following page. We then got to see a 1922 Jones Symphony 

three tube regenerative receiver and an informative document about it. 

 

 

 

This image is a snapshot of the paperwork for the 1922 Jones Symphony regenerative 
receiver. Other images of the Jones Symphony receiver can be found on page 10. 
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Jim Collings’ Jubilee Crystal Set. Jim Collings’ Jefferson Tube Rejuvenator. 

Club member Mark showed us a beautiful JVC (Japan Victor Corporation) R-702 

receiver that he bought at the Spring meet. (See page 14 for the picture.) It has 

midcentury deco styling, and it dates from the late fifties, which was the time 

Japanese investors purchased Victor patents to build acoustic phonographs for 

the local market. Mark’s radio is rare — I have never seen one — and Mark did a 

great job restoring it. (See page 9 for an image and link to a video 

of Mark’s receiver playing.) 

What is it? 

We also had our “What is It?” presentation, where  

someone brings in some offbeat item to see if anyone can 

recognize it. Do you? (See page 13 for the answer.) 
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So, What is the Answer to the What is it Question? 

 This month’s What is it? item was an unusual, plug-in selenium 

 rectifier used in victor radios (image to the right).  

 I have seen selenium rectifiers in a few radios, but they are 

 normally soldered and bolted in place. This plug-in unit is  

 something unique, and no doubt would make simple the  

 replacement of a burned-out unit. 

This and the following 

image are of the 1922 

Jones Symphony 

regenerative receiver. The 

left image is of the front 

and the one below it is of 

the back of the receiver. 
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Secretary’s Report Continued 

Your club secretary brough in a Jove Universal crystal 

detector (left). The Jove Crystal Detector No. 8804, 

from J. H. Bunnell & Company of Kings Park, NY, 

came in two versions: one made with a porcelain 

base, and the other made with a composite base. 

Looking at Radio Museum, it appears as though this 

Jove Crystal Detector was manufactured using the 

composite base. “Crystal Detector Basics and Circuits 

Explained”at: https://www.rfwireless-

world.com/terminology/crystal-detector-basics.  

Jim Collings also brought in a very unusual cylindrical variometer from the early 

twenties. All of the variometers that I have seen are spherical, but this one is quite 

different. To view the short video of Jim’s 

variometer, click the image to the right. 

Se below Mark McClellan’s JVC (Japan Victor 

Corporation) R-702 restored receiver. Awesome! 

 

   

Jim Tyrrell’s Jove 
Universal crystal 
detector. 

 

 

https://www.radiomuseum.org/r/bunnell_jove_crystal_detector_no_8804.html
https://www.rfwireless-world.com/terminology/crystal-detector-basics
https://www.rfwireless-world.com/terminology/crystal-detector-basics
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Variometer
https://okvrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/PXL_20250810_004534361.TS2_.mp4
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We finished up the evening with our usual donation auction. A box of tubes, a 

vibrator power supply, a parts cabinet full of parts, early tube cartons, a VCR, 

magazines, and a Zenith radio all went to new homes. 

Thanks to all who came. See you next month! 

 Jim Tyrrell 

Just in Case 

Sometimes, everything just falls together for you; that has recently happened to 

Raymond and me and Dale McLellan. We have been radio collectors and 

members of the OKVRC and our Tulsa sister club, the HLARA, for many years 

now, and have collected more radios than we can comfortably fit into our new 

home. Yes, we are moving, but not so far that we are leaving behind our radio 

family and friends; we plan to continue hanging with all of our OKVRC, HLARA, 

and all other radio friends as before. Our move is necessitating the sale of some 

of our collection. So, in this month’s newsletter, the Classifieds section includes 

two of those radios, and each one has been restored and is working. This is just 

a couple of them, but we have about a dozen that need a new home. If you are 

interested in either of them, or would like to know and see photos of the others 

that are available, please let us know ASAP by email, text, or phone and, if you 

want, we will bring them to the meeting on September 13th for you. We do have 

to let go of them before the last week in September, so please don’t hesitate if 

you are interested. If you won’t be at the September meeting, we can make 

other arrangements with you. Thanks. 
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Birthday Wishes 

  

Whether you are a dog-lover, a cat-lover, or both or neither, sing out and 

celebrate your September birthday. Happy birthday dear friends. 

 

Let the music begin. 

 

https://youtu.be/_ljG6212gGw
https://youtu.be/_ljG6212gGw
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Classifieds 
• Custom Laser Printing OFFERED by Rick at Black85vette@gmail.com 

• Radio Repair and Restoration, and Radio AM Transmitters OFFERED by 

Ray and Dorothy Cady at 405-820-8014 or cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

• Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items WANTED by Dale Boyce at 

radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com or call (414) 840-4146 

• Tube and Tube-type Amplifiers WANTED by Jim Collings at (405) 755-

4139 or we find our radiojrcradio@cox.net 

• Old Comics WANTED by Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, Glendale, CA 91221 

  For Sale 

General Electric Model 501 five-tube 

Radio Alarm Clock. Restored and is 

working. Beautiful teal background for 

the dial face, and the lined texture on 

the front of the radio. 

 

More pictures are available for each of 

these radios, and others (desktop and 

console). Just ask for them by email at 

Cadyraymond1@gmail.com or by phone or 

text at 405-820-8014. Each radio is offered 

for $30 or best offer. 
 

This radio is a 1950’s 5 tube AM Mitchell 

Tone Alarm alarm-clock-radio, Model 

1268B in marbled Mahogany. I listened 

to this radio while working in my sewing 

room. Its built-in antenna pulled in the 

local AM stations without problems.   

 

 

mailto:Black85vette@gmail.com
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com
mailto:jrcradio@cox.net
mailto:Cadyraymond1@gmail.com
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About OKVRC 

Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News to 

share historical information, and provide education and enjoyment for club 

members and friends.  

 

We like to keep up with our members and always welcome submissions of 

articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors and restorers, and club 

activities news. Please send articles to the newsletter publisher at: 

cadyraymond1@gmail.com, or mail it to: OKVRC Newsletter Publisher, PO BOX 

50625, Midwest City, OK 73140. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit 

and reference are given. An electronic copy of most articles can be obtained 

from the OKVRC Newsletter Publisher. 

 

OKVRC is open to exchanging monthly newsletters with other non-profit radio 

organizations. If your organization is interested in an exchange, contact the 

OKVRC Newsletter Publisher. 
 

OKVRC Board of Directors 
President: Jim Collings, jrcradio@cox.net  

Vice President:  Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

Secretary: Jim Tyrrell, jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net   

Treasurer: Jim Ray, jabray71@hotmail.com  

Marketing Director: Mark McClellan, mark@mcclellanaudio.com  

Newsletter Publisher: Raymond Cady, cadyraymond1@gmail.com,  

Webmaster: Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

Membership 
You’re invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by attending and 

signing up at a meeting or swap meet, or by mailing your Name, Address, Email 

Address and phone number to: Secretary, OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest 

City, OK, 73140. Free membership in 2025. 

mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:jrcradio@cox.net
mailto:dcady1@gmail.com
mailto:jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jabray71@hotmail.com
mailto:mark@mcclellanaudio.com
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:dcady1@gmail.com

