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Hello and Welcome 
 

It cannot go without saying that we here in Oklahoma have had our share of 

natural disasters and felt the loss that comes with them. Still, right now we are 

staying tuned into the news and hoping with every passing hour that there will 

be no worse news from our neighboring state of Texas. If you have friends or 

family impacted by the July 4th flood, our hearts go out to you, to them, and to all 

of the families impacted by this disaster. May your days going forward all be 

better than the ones before.  

 

 

Old Time Radio 
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Do you enjoy those old-time radio shows? 

Here is “Mr. Deeds Goes to Town” from 

Lux Radio Theater, Old Time Radio 

Downloads (on archive.org). Click on the 

image below to hear the full episode, 

maybe while you finish reading the 

newsletter. Enjoy! 

 
  

 

President’s Column 

Classifieds 

Mark’s Tech Talk V.P.’s Voice 

Birthday Wishes About OKVRC Membership 

https://okvrc.org/
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President’s Column 
Jim Collings, President 

 

It’s time for another club meeting. It’s on Saturday July 13th at the Golden 

Corral, 101 S. Sooner Road, Del City, OK. The meal will begin at 6 PM with the 

meeting starting around 7. For the topic, we will continue with our letters of the 

alphabet, so this month is “H”. Bring your radios and radio-related items whose 

manufacturer’s name begins with the letter H. That would include: Heathkit, 

Howe, Hickok, Holtzer Cabot, Herbert Horn, and others I can’t even think of.  

 

We also will continue to include a time for the “What is This?” sessions we’ve 

begun. Bring in anything you aren’t sure of what it is, and we’ll try to guess it or 

figure it out. At the last meeting, it 

was fun trying to identify unusual 

items, so we will make that an 

ongoing part of our meetings. It 

does not have to be a radio-related 

item, though. I brought the piece 

shown in the figure to the right. We 

had a few great guesses, and you 

will find out exactly what it is when 

you read Jim Tyrrell’s, Secretary’s 

Report later in the newsletter.  

 

Please remember to bring something to the July meeting for the donation 

auction that we always hold at the end of the program.  

Officer Elections in August 

Next month we will hold our annual election of officers. Please consider whether 

you would like to put your name in (or have someone else nominate you) for an 

elected OKVRC officer position. Elected positions include: President, Vice-

president, Secretary, Treasurer, and Marketing Director. All are open for election 

each year. Appointed positions are Newsletter Editor and Webmaster, but also 

still open to volunteers.  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/F8U1Xv2gJTcc4AQc9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/F8U1Xv2gJTcc4AQc9
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HLARA Summer Sizzler 

Julie and I, as well as other club members, attended the Tulsa club’s annual 

HLARA Summer Sizzler meet in Tulsa last month. It was a good meet with good 

member attendance, but the rain kept the public from coming. I took one item for 

the contest, but ended up adding other items that I brought in order to help fill in 

spaces in the several categories.  

 

There were a lot of nice items, and I was asked to be a judge, making for some 

difficult choices.  

 

Impressive items were an Emerson Stradivarius 

in a rare maple cabinet, a very nice red Arvin 

Hop-a-long Cassidy set, a Fada Catalin 

Temple with red trim, and a black enamel 

Zenith console. The excellent Stewart 

Warner “Spade” set won the People’s Choice 

Award. 

 

A hot dog lunch with chips was served, 

followed by ice cream, one of the highlights of 

the meet. I hope everyone will try to attend next 

year. 

 

 

Upcoming Radio Meets 

ARCI Radiofest 

The next large upcoming radio meet will be the ARCI Radiofest, August 1st and 

2nd at the Medina Shriners in Addison, Illinois. It is always a great meet with a 

Friday night auction, Saturday swap meet, and some interesting programs. The 

Friday auction is moved up to 4 PM to accommodate more items, and hopefully 

an earlier ending time. This is one of my favorite meets, as there will be people 

from the Midwest, Texas, Arkansas and Kansas, as well as collectors from the 

https://www.antique-radios.org/radiofest
https://www.antique-radios.org/radiofest
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East Coast. So, I’m always happy to see friends, and some of our former 

members who have moved away.  

 

This year there is an option for the flea market set-up to be inside, so I opted for 

that, as last year there was rain. It is well worth attending. I always come home 

with a load of interesting items. The Hilton Garden Inn is across the parking lot 

from the meet, so everything is convenient. Check out their website at 

www.antique-radios.org for more details.  

 

CRC Annual Auction 

August also finds us with an opportunity to attend the CRC’s (Colorado Radio 

Collectors Antique Radio Club) annual auction on August 17th. It will be held at 

Tectonic Management Group Inc., Office grounds and picnic facilities, 6695 W 

48th Ave, Wheat Ridge, CO 80033. As you might suspect, they are also hosting 

a picnic. For details about the auction, you can visit their website at:  

https://coloradoradiocollectors.com/CRC2/index.php/events/club-auction. 

 

The CRC also has a flyer online that you can view and download. Just go to: 

https://coloradoradiocollectors.com/CRC2/images/Auction/2025-Auction-

forms.pdf.  It includes a form and information on putting your items up for 

auction.  

  

See you at our July meeting with your H radios and something for the donation 

auction.  

 JIM COLLINGS   

  

 

 

 

http://www.antique-radios.org/
https://coloradoradiocollectors.com/CRC2/index.php/events/club-auction
https://coloradoradiocollectors.com/CRC2/images/Auction/2025-Auction-forms.pdf
https://coloradoradiocollectors.com/CRC2/images/Auction/2025-Auction-forms.pdf
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Secretary’s Report  
Jim Tyrrell, Secretary 

 

June is here; we’re in summer for sure, but someone must be doing a very 

effective Rain Dance because April Showers are still with us. We were 

supposed to have a rainy Fourth of July Weekend this year. Can’t say I 

remember the last time we had that. But, since predicting Oklahoma weather is 

a fool’s errand, hopefully you were still able to relax and enjoy the weekend 

regardless of what came our way. On the bright side, there were no twisters, just 

a beautiful spring day for our June 14th meeting. About ten or so OKVRC 

members met at the Golden Corral Buffet for our usual second Saturday of the 

month club meeting. We were back in our regular room, after having to use a 

much smaller room last month because of the Mother’s Day crowds. I probably 

ate a bit more than I should have, as I always do, but who can resist all-you-can 

eat of everything, including desert! 

 

After dinner, our Club president Jim Collings called the meeting to order, and 

brought us up to date on upcoming events and club 

business. We discussed the Summer Sizzler radio meet held 

each year at the Asbury Baptist Church in Tulsa by the 

HLARA. Several club members including me, the 

Cady’s, the Collings, and Dale McLellan went to it last weekend. It 

also turned into a bit of a Summer Splasher because of the heavy rains on the 

way over, but the rain stopped, the sun came out, and everyone had a great 

time. We also enjoyed the free lunch and I brought home a couple of small 

radios for my collection. 

What is it? 

We started on the evening’s program with something new; we call it the “What is 

it?” part of our meeting where club members bring in some strange items to see 

if anyone can identify them. I brought in a Philco microphone from the thirties, 

and other club members brought in their own offbeat items, such as a differential 

thermocouple and an Apex audio filter/switch.  
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As Jim C. has already noted, he brought in an expanding accordion assembly 

like a baby gate, but made of metal. Turns out it was designed to be attached to 

the running board of your Model A Ford with three included clamps, which 

created a handy space between the car and the unit to stash the luggage. 

 

For a few months now, we have been working our way through the alphabet, 

bringing in radios whose brand names begin with a different letter each month. 

We were up to the letter G for June’s meeting so, what did our club members 

bring? Quite a few items. There would have been more, but we did decide to 

skip Grebe, since we recently did a program on that storied brand. 

 

Jim Collings brought in a Gibbs ring 

microphone from the thirties. To launch the 

Gibbs ring microphone video, click on the 

image (to the right) of Jim holding it. 

 

He also showed us a 1923 Gruwald radio, 

and a Garrard four-tube TRF radio from 

about the same period.  

 

Jim has a great variety of products from manufacturers whose name starts with 

a G, including a Garrard stylus pressure gauge, and a General Electric radio 

actually built by RCA.  

 

We also got to see Jim’s butterscotch (originally white, 

the lovely color comes with age) thirties General 

Electric Catlin radio (left). It’s a real beauty!  

 

Jim Ray also brough in a couple of Grundig radios, a 

YB500 from 1998 with a digital display, and a cool 

small World Band 100 from 1993. Radios don’t have to 

be ancient to be fun and collectable! 
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Your club secretary brought in a Grunow tombstone 

(right) from about 1934; it has a nice Art Deco chrome 

grill, and the cabinet is in great shape.  

 

 

I also showed a 1937 

General Electric tabletop 

with a curved side (left), 

which is another Art Deco-

influenced set.  

 

 

 

The next one I showed is a Guild Spice Chest radio 

from the early- to mid-sixties (left). Guild made 

numerous nostalgia themed radios and phonographs, 

in unusual maple wood cabinets. One resembled an old 

crank style wall phone, another, a roll-top desk, and 

even an electronic radio-phono that played through a 

horn, like an early Victrola! The Spice Chest radio is 

precious to me because it belonged to my great aunt, 

an actress of the stage who, late in here career, was in 

one movie, Madam Butterfly (1919) with Mary Pickford. 

 

 

Lastly, I showed a 1972 General Electric five band 

World Monitor portable radio (right) that my parents had 

purchased for me as a present for my grade school 

graduation, several years before I got interested in 

antique radios. It’s a little beat up from accompanying 

me on many adventures, but it still plays great and it’s 

precious to me. 
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Raymond Cady (see image to left) brought in a 

General Electric Television AM wooden midget  

portable radio from 1951. 

 

We finished up our night with the usual donation 

auction, which included: audio dust covers, a 1942 

Philco radio 

dial glass, a 

Weller electric 

cabinet, 

insulated wire, 

a box of parts, 

a TI calculator, 

a computer board, a transformer, a big tape 

recorder, and coffee cups (see image to 

right) from a Canadian radio show. 

 

Thanks to everyone who came. See you next month! 

 

JIM TYRRELL 
 

Let us take a moment 

of silence to remember and  

pray for/think of  

our neighbors in Texas, 

and for those lost in the 

July 4, 2025 

flooding disaster there. 
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Mark’s Tech Talk 

Mark McClellan, Marketing Director 

A Fun Speaker Re-coning Project 

Paper cone speakers are one of the most vulnerable components in a vintage 

radio. Paper doesn’t age well and sometimes just rots and becomes crumbly. 

Rodents love to harvest the paper for their cozy radio nests, and moisture can 

cause warping of the cone which causes the voice coil to rub inside the very 

small gap in the magnet assembly. 

 

Minor tears and holes can be repaired with some white glue and coffee filter 

paper, but when a cone is completely deteriorated, a new cone is necessary. 

There are a number of professional speaker repair shops that can restore most 

speakers to like-new condition, but sometimes it’s fun just to see if you can do it 

yourself! 

 

I was recently restoring an Atwater Kent Model 70 and the speaker was in really 

bad shape so, I decided to give repairing it a try. The speaker as found is shown 

below. Note that the outer suspension (surround) is made from four pieces of 

linen. The inner suspension is a metal spring with a nice lip for attaching the new 

cone. 

 

I removed the old cone (right) by 

unscrewing the brackets that held down 

the outer circumference, and then used 

an Xacto knife to cut the cone around 

the center suspension. 

 

I took a trip to the craft store and bought 

some paper that I thought would be 

suitable for a speaker cone. No science 
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involved; I just found some paper that felt 

thick and sturdy, but flexible enough to make 

into a cone. 

 

For the surround I opted to use felt instead 

of linen. I thought it would be easier to work 

with and I had plenty around. The shape I 

needed was a circle with a wedge cut out to 

form a cone. Instead of doing the geometry, 

I opted to just use a piece of newspaper 

fitted against the old cone to get my outer 

diameter measurement. After cutting out the new cone, I used a little tape to 

hold it in place while the glue dried (image to left). 

 

After the surround dried, I fit the new cone 

into the basket, glued the center and 

reinstalled the outer perimeter lamps.  

 

Voila! The completed project (right). Looks 

good enough, and sounds like new. 

 

Here are a couple of professional speaker 

rebuilding shops. I’ve heard good things 

about the Tulsa shop, but I haven’t used 

either one so, this is by no means an 

endorsement. 

 

http://www.thespeakershop.com/home/speakerrepair.html 

 

https://www.speakerworkstulsa.com/company  

 

   MARK MCCLELLAN  

http://www.thespeakershop.com/home/speakerrepair.html
https://www.speakerworkstulsa.com/company


OKVRC is a 501c NPO 

Page  11 of 13 Broadcast News, July 2025                                     

  

 

Return 

V.P.’s Voice 
Dorothy Cady, Vice-President  

 

We antique radio collectors take for granted that 

we can listen to radio anywhere and anytime we 

like. We buy old tube radios and love it when 

they light up and come to life, or admire them 

anyway even when they don’t. That is a joy and a 

privilege for us, but as much as we are free to 

enjoy our tube radio collection, that privilege 

hasn’t always been available to U.S. civilians, especially during the first World 

War. On April 7, 1917 when the United States officially entered into World War 

One, “most private U.S. radio stations were ordered by the President to either 

shut down or be taken over by the government. For the duration of the war, it 

became illegal for private U.S. citizens to even possess an operational radio 

transmitter or receiver” (White, Thomas H., http://earlyradiohistory.us/sec013.htm). 

 

President Woodrow Wilson issued Executive Order 2585, which prohibited all 

civilians from transmitting or receiving transmissions. At the time, the impact of 

this executive order was to shut down the operation of ham radio equipment. 

The purpose of this order was to protect and secure our nation from espionage. 

And the government had the ability to enforce this order. 

 

The U.S. Department of Commerce, which began licensing radio operators in 

1912, suspended all private licenses for the duration of the war, and with their 

licensing data, made it much easier to enforce Wilson’s Executive Order. The 

United States Navy was tasked with overseeing the enforcement of the order 

and with monitoring compliance, which they did by “patrolling and surveillance, 

especially in coastal cities or near sensitive installations.” Enforcement 

personnel visited the location of all licensed radio operators and either 

dismantled or confiscated the operators’ radio equipment. Newspaper 

announcements and publicly posted information explained the requirements to 

be followed and the punishment (fines, imprisonment, or both) if not followed.  
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In October of 1919, after the war had ended, those previous owners and 

operators of broadcasting and receiving transmitters could again apply for 

licenses. But no doubt it took them a bit of time to get back up to speed with 

their equipment, and to get a new license issued to each of them. And we sure 

are glad that they did. 

 DOROTHY CADY 

Birthday Wishes 

 

 

Classifieds 
• Custom Laser Printing OFFERED by Rick at Black85vette@gmail.com 

• Radio Repair and Restoration, and Radio AM Transmitters OFFERED by 

Ray and Dorothy Cady at 405-820-8014 or cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

• Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items WANTED by Dale Boyce at 

radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com or call (414) 840-4146 

• Tube and Tube-type Amplifiers WANTED by Jim Collings at (405) 755-

4139 or we find our radiojrcradio@cox.net 

• Old Comics WANTED by Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, Glendale, CA 

91221  

Lucky is the individual whose 

birthday falls in July. Whether 

Leo or Cancer is your 

astrological sign, you can 

expect a pretty good year 

overall. So, if your birthday 

hasn’t arrived yet, have a 

wonderful and carefree day. If 

you already have enjoyed 

celebrating it, then we hope it 

was wonderful!  

            Happy Birthday! 

 

mailto:Black85vette@gmail.com
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com
mailto:jrcradio@cox.net
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About OKVRC 
Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News to 

share historical information, and provide education and enjoyment for club 

members and friends.  

 

We like to keep up with our members and always welcome submissions of 

articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors and restorers, and club 

activities news. Please send articles to the newsletter publisher at: 

cadyraymond1@gmail.com, or mail it to: OKVRC Newsletter Publisher, PO BOX 

50625, Midwest City, OK 73140. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit 

and reference are given. An electronic copy of most articles can be obtained 

from the OKVRC Newsletter Publisher. 

 

OKVRC is open to exchanging monthly newsletters with other non-profit radio 

organizations. If your organization is interested in an exchange, contact the 

OKVRC Newsletter Publisher. 

 

OKVRC Board of Directors 
President: Jim Collings, jrcradio@cox.net  

Vice President:  Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

Secretary: Jim Tyrrell, jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net   

Treasurer: Jim Ray, jabray71@hotmail.com  

Marketing Director: Mark McClellan, mark@mcclellanaudio.com  

Newsletter Publisher: Raymond Cady, cadyraymond1@gmail.com,  

Webmaster: Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

Membership 
You’re invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by attending and 

signing up at a meeting or swap meet, or by mailing your Name, Address, Email 

Address and phone number to: Secretary, OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest 

City, OK, 73140. Free membership in 2025. 

mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:jrcradio@cox.net
mailto:dcady1@gmail.com
mailto:jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jabray71@hotmail.com
mailto:mark@mcclellanaudio.com
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:dcady1@gmail.com

