
 
 

 

 

 

Hello and Welcome 
 

It’s finally June, so I bet we all hope to not set another record for rainfall this month. Unlikely, 

I know, especially with this week’s weather forecast. Fear not, though because as FDR put it, 

“…the only thing we have to fear is fear itself—nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror 

which paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance.” I thought you might like to 

read all of that quote, except for the intro part. But if you want to read FDR’s full speech, you 

can do so at the following website address: https://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5057/.  

 

 

Old Time Radio 
   

 

   Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors 
Broadcast News 
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June 2025 

Do you enjoy those old-time radio shows? Here 

is “The Cake” from The Great Gilder Sleeve 

Radio Program (on archive.org). Click on the 

image to the right to hear the full episode, 

maybe while you finish reading the newsletter. 

Enjoy! 

 

P.S. I chose the Great Gildersleeve for this 

month as we will be doing radios at the meeting 

whose manufacturer starts with the letter G. 
 

President’s Column Secretary’s Report 
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Birthday Wishes Your Radio in Wartime About 
OKVRC 
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https://historymatters.gmu.edu/d/5057/
https://okvrc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/okvrc
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
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President’s Column  
Jim Collings, President 

 

This month’s regular meeting will be on June 14th at the Golden Corral, 1501 S Sooner 

Road, Del City, OK 73110.  We gather at 6 PM for food and fellowship with the meeting 

beginning around 7. The topic will continue our letters of the alphabet, so this month is G.  I 

will not bring any Grebe radios, but the topic would include things made by General Electric, 

Garod, Garrard, Grewol, Gloritone, Globe, and others I’m sure. In addition, you are welcome 

to bring anything that you are unable to identify. I often run across random items that I do not 

know what they are used for, so that inspired our decision for this month’s meeting. Have 

anything you can’t identify or that is so unusual or little known? Bring it along. These do not 

need to be radio-related items; they can be anything. With our members’ collective 

knowledge, we should be able to identify some of them, making for an even more interesting 

meeting. Don’t forget to bring something for the donation auction. 

The Summer Sizzler is Coming Up   

Our sister club in Tulsa, the 

HLARA, will hold their Summer 

Sizzler on Saturday, June 28th, 

at their normal location, the 

Ashbury Church, 6767 S Mingo 

Rd, in Tulsa (right).   The doors 

open at 8 AM for setup, but 

Friday afternoon setup is also 

possible.  

 

It is always a fun meet. They 

have a contest, and according to 

their website, they have introduced a new category for radio-related items “anything 

that relates to radio but isn't a radio,” which can include books, posters, radio 

programs, games, and more. The swap meet is followed by lunch, which is a great 

opportunity to sit and chat with everyone, and then comes the donation auction. This 

meet is much closer to go to than many of the others. I urge you to attend. You can 

even carpool.  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/nXR9stbnMd5PmEzm7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/nXR9stbnMd5PmEzm7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/12vhFDSSZr6VwK247
https://maps.app.goo.gl/12vhFDSSZr6VwK247
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Northland Antique Radio Club Meet 

Julie and I went to the Northland Antique Radio Club meet in Plymouth, MN earlier this 

month. It was a fun meet, as always. The kick-off Friday evening auction was larger 

than normal, as quite a few interesting radios and equipment, many in excellent 

condition, had been donated from a member’s estate to be sold in the auction. One 

was a PlayPal radio with whiskey bottle storage on one side, a place for shot glasses 

on the other, and playing cards in the top.  

 

(Radio Attic has nice photos of one that they sold. Go to: 

https://radioattic.com/soldradios/sold_radios_2017/more/Sanders_Pla-pal_Radio-

Bar_(1932)_more.jpg to see their pictures.) Common items sold for fair prices while 

unusual and very nice things went high. I only won a few items.  

 

On Saturday morning was the outdoor swap meet. There was no rain, but it was cold 

at 47 degrees. I had taken only a few items to sell, but purchased some tubes, a 

vintage guitar amplifier and a few other items, so it was fun.   

 

After lunch, the contest items were viewed, followed by a short program. They had a 

very interesting speaker who spoke of his finds with a metal detector, and efforts to 

get those finds identified and distributed to their rightful owner or to museums.  

 

At the end was a door prize drawing unique to this club. Everyone got a couple of 

tickets upon which you wrote your name, and deposited them in cups next to an item 

you would like to have. The items were mostly tools, household, and yard items. I won 

a box of LED light bulbs. Since we had multiple tickets, once you won, you were not 

eligible for an additional prize. 

 

One of the highlights of the road trip happened in Iowa. What seemed like a cattle 

truck passed us, but had three layers of piglets. They were restless, and sticking their 

snouts in and out the holes in the trailer. It was an enjoyable sight! 

 

See you at the meeting on Saturday. 

 JIM COLLINGS  

https://radioattic.com/soldradios/sold_radios_2017/more/Sanders_Pla-pal_Radio-Bar_(1932)_more.jpg
https://radioattic.com/soldradios/sold_radios_2017/more/Sanders_Pla-pal_Radio-Bar_(1932)_more.jpg


                                                                                            OKVRC is a 501c NPO 

Page  4 of 17 Broadcast News, June 2025                                     

  

 

Return 

Some photos from our May meeting, the topic of which was radios and related items whose 

manufacturer’s name begins with the letter F. 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
Above is a Type E FEDERAL Ortho-sonic 
Radio Receiver. 

 

Left is a Federal 

Telephone and 

Telegraph CO Type 

57 receiver.  

Right is Jim Tyrrell showing 

us his FADA Neutrolette 

Radio Receiver. 
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Secretary’s Report  
Jim Tyrrell, Secretary 

 

March Winds bring April Showers which bring May Flowers, as the 

old saying goes, and we have had plenty of showers of late. All of 

that rain has left my yard beautiful, with yes, lots of flowers in the 

front and back. This of course, means a lot more weekends spent 

on yard work and a lot less spent restoring radios. But that is part of 

owning the American Dream — all the upkeep! 

 

It was a beautiful spring day this May 10th as about ten or so 

OKVRC members met at the Golden Corral Buffet in Midwest City 

for our usual second 

Saturday of the month club 

meeting. It being Mother’s Day the next day, the 

restaurant was very busy as people tend to want to 

keep Mom out of the kitchen that weekend. But it also 

meant our usual private room was full of other diners, 

so we had to use a much smaller room next door, 

which meant we had to do some improvising, like 

placing some of the radios people brought on chairs. 

Instead of a table. It was no problem though; our club 

members are always ready to improvise. 

 

After dinner President Collings called the meeting to 

order and brought us up to date on upcoming events 

and club business. We discussed the possibility of 

extending this fall’s swap meet by an hour and adding 

short (10-15 minute) presentations throughout the meet. We also talked about additional and 

directional small signs for the meet to pull traffic in that otherwise might not know about the 

meet. We had a general discussion about the fall swap meeet, and agreed to discuss it again 

at the June meeting. 

 

We then got started on the evening’s program: radios whose brand name begins with the 

letter F. Jim Collings brought in a lot of great items, and if I mistakenly credit him for 

something you brought in, my apologies, there was so much great stuff I couldn’t keep track 

of it all. Jim showed us a Federal JR Crystal Set from 1922. The housing resembles a desk 

An antique Reidrite tube 

tester, likely model 245-A.  
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telephone of the era, not surprising since Federal was 

making phones before radio came along. Jim then 

showed us a whole array of Federal radios from the early 

twenties. We got to see a 1921-1922 Federal five tube 

model 75 in a unusual brass cabinet. Also, Jim showed a 

Federal model DX type 58, a Federal model 110 three 

tube, in a larger cabinet, a Federal model 59, and a 

Federal model 61. 

 

Another popular brand 

in the twenties through 

forties was FADA, 

which got its name from 

the initials of its 

founder, Frank A. D. 

Andrea. Jim showed us 

a collection of Fada radios from that long timeline. We 

learned a lot about several great early twenties Fada sets, 

including: a Fada model 160 four-tube set with filament 

viewing ports on the front panel, a handy feature on some 

other early brands as well; a Fada model 192A in a fancier 

cabinet; and a model 195, a smaller set with just three tubes and two tuning knobs. He also 

showed to us a metal AC set, a couple of small thirties FADA sets, including ones in Caitlin 

and Bakelite cabinets, and a stylish and desirable Bullet-shaped model. That’s a lot of Fadas! 

 

Jim’s array of Federals 

and Fadas was a tough 

act to follow, but your 

club secretary did his 

best.  

 

I brought in a 1924 

Federal model A 

Orthosonic (left), a five-

tube, three-knob with a 

slanted metal front 

panel.  

Jim Collings talking about 

some of the Federal 

radios that he brought in. 

Federal 

model 75 in a 

brass cabinet. 
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I brought in a 1924 Freed-Eisemann 

model NR-7 (right). It’s your typical big 

three-knob, TRF battery receiver, but it 

has six tubes instead of the usual five. 

 

In adition, my display included a 1927 

Federal Model D10 Orthosonic (below). 

It is a six-tube receiver that is one of the 

last battery sets that Federal made. It 

also is one of the most ornate, and 

certainly the heaviest of the Federal 

receivers. 

In addition, I brough in my Freshman 

Masterpiece receiver (not  shown), 

which is from around 1924-1925, and 

has a built-in horn speaker. Freshman 

made a lot of different styles of the 

Masterpiece using the same basic five-

tube TRF circuit. 

 

We finished up our night with the usual 

donation auction, which included: 

 

A Philco radio (<- click to see Jim 

Collings’ quick explanation of this 

auction item), a Grundig tape recorder, 

a homemade crystal radio, an unusual circular fluorescent tube that probably hasn’t been 

made in years, and several boxes of tubes and parts. They all went to new homes.  

 

Thanks to everyone who came, see you next month! 

 

JIM TYRRELL 

  

https://okvrc.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/PXL_20250511_010758260.TS_.mp4
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Mark’s Tech Talk 

Mark McClellan, Marketing Director 

Transformers can make vintage radio repair dangerous, so clever design engineers came 

up with a safer alternative in the form of the All American Five. The downside of the AA5’s 

design is that it requires the chassis to be connected to the AC line which introduces a hot 

chassis safety conundrum. 

The Conundrum of the “Hot Chassis” Radio 

As radio manufacturers looked for more economical ways to build radios, engineers devised 

an affordable and efficient way to build good performing radios with just 5 tubes and no 

power transformer. These radios are commonly referred to as “All American Five” radios or 

just AA5. Millions of these radios were manufactured between the mid-1930s up until the 

early 1960s when vacuum tubes lost favor to the transistor. They were affordable, small, and 

performed very well, enabling radios to be accessible to every household. 

 

Prior to the advent of the 

AA5, radios required power 

transformers to provide the 

correct voltages for the tube 

filaments and B+. Because 

transformer voltages are 

inductively (magnetically) 

coupled between the primary 

(AC side) and secondary, the 

AC power is effectively 

isolated from the chassis and 

other components within the 

radio. This isolation makes 

the chassis and other 

external metal parts safe to 

touch as there is no electrical 

potential between them and 

earth. 
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In order to eliminate the expensive and bulky power transformers, for AA5 designs 

engineers came up with a clever method to provide the correct filament and B+ voltages: 

They simply utilized 5 tubes whose filament voltages added up to the AC line voltage, and 

also used the line voltage for the rectifier plate supply. The 

downside of this design is that it requires the chassis to be connected to the AC line which 

introduces a safety problem. 

The AA5 Design-introduced Safety Problem 

In this design we have three 12-volt tubes, one 50-volt tube, and one 35-volt tube. “But 

wait”, you say, “that adds up to 121 volts!” The engineers’ answer to that was to put the two 

6.3-volt dial lamps in parallel with half of the center-tapped filament on the rectifier which 

reduces the filament voltage drop on the rectifier by about 5 volts. Voila - close enough! 

(Editor’s note: as seen here, the dial lamps are an important part of the equation, so it’s 

recommended to not run your AA5 radios with burned out dial lamps). 

 

As you can see in the schematic above, one side of the AC mains is connected to the 

chassis through the power switch. But which side: the hot or neutral? It could be either since 

radios of that era didn’t have polarized plugs. Plug it in one way and the hot side is 

connected directly to the chassis through the power switch when it’s on. But if you reverse 

the plug, the hot side is connected to the chassis through the tube filaments when the radio 
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is off. So, you have a lose-lose situation: the chassis is either hot when the radio is on, or hot 

when the radio is off! 

 

How to Address the AA5 Safety Concern 

So how did engineers address the obvious safety concerns with having a chassis connected 

to the AC mains? They isolated all the metal parts of the 

radio by using insulating knobs and radio backs that 

protected the chassis from exposure to the consumer. 

Sometimes they “floated” the chassis ground using an 

RC network as shown in the diagram to the right. 

 

That's better than a direct connection, but without going 

into the mathematics, that solution still presents a shock 

hazard to the user. Also, we all know that knobs and 

radio backs fall off eventually so the shock danger 

becomes very real in those situations. 

 

So, what can we do to make AA5s safer? Install a 

polarized power cord and rewire the connection so that the switch is on the filament side of 
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the circuit, and the neutral side (large tab on the plug) is connected to the chassis side as 

shown at the bottom of the previous page (see page 11). 

 

Now, regardless of whether the power switch is on or off, the chassis is always connected to 

the neutral side of the AC mains. However, it’s still recommended to have the proper knobs 

and back installed for extra protection just in case the AC outlet in your home was incorrectly 

wired with the hot and neutral wires reversed. 

 

Bonus content: You may have noticed in the first schematic, that the AC line is connected 

to the chassis through a 0.015uF line filter (rf bypass) capacitor. This does in fact “leak” 

some voltage from the AC mains to the chassis. Many radios have line capacitors as high as 

0.3uF which “leak” even more voltage - enough to feel a shock. Best practice is to change 

these out for safety capacitors (X1/Y2) using a value no higher than 0.01uF, which is the 

highest safe value. Installing grounded (3 prong) power cords on transformer style radios is 

an additional safety measure that I recommend. Grounded power cords are NOT an option 

on AA5 radios. 

 

Thanks for reading and happy collecting! 

 

MARK MCCLELLAN 

 

  

 

Images to 

the right 

display just 

some of the 

items that 

were 

auctioned  

at the May 

meeting. 

You never 

know what 

is going to 

show up. 
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V.P.’s Voice 
Dorothy Cady, Vice-President  

 

Morning waits for no one, especially for those whose days are crammed full of responsibilities 

and more. Perhaps that is why, on June 23, 1933, Don McNeill took over a failing morning 

radio program called The Pepper Pot, 

changed its format and its name to The 

Breakfast Club, and within 10 years had 

grown it into “radio’s first, and most, 

successful morning program.”i  

 

A side-effect of the Great Depression was 

that breakfast was no longer a big, generous, 

sit-down meal. Often coffee and toast was 

breakfast for the unemployed who had to 

dash out to spend the day job hunting, and 

children ate cereal or oatmeal. McNeill 

understood that most listeners could not 

spend 60 minutes eating breakfast and 

listening to the show before heading out for 

the day, so he divided the show into four 

entertaining, 15-minute segments.   

 

It seems clear that McNeill thought his 

radio show should be lively, welcoming to 

all, and interactive. Having spent many 

years of my life as a college professor and 

adult education instructor, as well as an 

online course designer and developer (that’s a mouthful), my philosophy about education is 

that we all should be life-long, interactive learners. I have come to believe that McNeill also 

embraced this philosophy, and that he applied it to his radio program in as many ways as 

possible, even if it wasn’t a conscious decision.  

 

His show opened with a brief introduction followed by music. This one, accessible by 

clicking the arrow in the image below, is a link to the Radio Hall of Fame’s recording (below 

this paragraph) of an introduction to McNeill’s show. Music for The Breakfast Club show 

was played by Eddie Ballantine's Band. 

1948 image of Don McNeill from 

localwiki.org. Click the image to read the 

wiki and see other photos, or go to: 

https://localwiki.org/hsl/Don_McNeill's_Breakfa

st_Club. 

https://localwiki.org/hsl/Don_McNeill's_Breakfast_Club
https://localwiki.org/hsl/Don_McNeill's_Breakfast_Club
https://localwiki.org/hsl/Don_McNeill's_Breakfast_Club
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Not every single day of McNeill’s show, however, would be as light and entertaining as he 

had intended it to be; sometimes, reality would get in the way. During McNeill’s December 

8, 1941 show, “Twenty-four hours after the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, Don McNeill 

and the Breakfast Clubbers had their hands full. News bulletins from New York and 

London repeatedly interrupt[ed] the show. Until the broadcast's emotional final segment, 

Don makes only the most oblique references to the tragedy of the previous day and the 

declaration of war all know will follow shortly.”ii 

 

Today there are radio shows called The Breakfast Club, but none that match the style and 

life of the original show (in my humble opinion). But you can judge for yourself. By clicking 

on the following link, you can listen to several of the shows of “The Breakfast Club with Don 

McNeill and his guests: 

 

https://radioechoes.com/?page=series&genre=OTR-

Variety&series=Breakfast%20Club%20With%20Don%20McNeill. 

 

Please see the last page of this newsletter for the end notes associated with this V.P.’s 

Voice article. 

 

 DOROTHY CADY 
 

 

  
(Right) Jim Collings’ Federal 
Jr. detector.  

https://radioechoes.com/?page=series&genre=OTR-Variety&series=Breakfast%20Club%20With%20Don%20McNeill
https://radioechoes.com/?page=series&genre=OTR-Variety&series=Breakfast%20Club%20With%20Don%20McNeill
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5b20207cf93fd43d362de762/t/5bbf87d653450a249e11842b/1539278812053/Don_mcneill_breakfast_club.mp3/original/Don_mcneill_breakfast_club.mp3
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Your Radio in Wartime  
The Tung Sol Lamp Works Inc. 

 

The authoring company of the following two pages put out a pamphlet in 1943 to help people 

who owned radios and had to make them last until WWII was over because of repair parts 

shortages. You can view the entire pamphlet online. See the link shown below the image of 

these two pages.  

 

 

https://www.worldradiohistory.com/Archive-Early-Radio-Assorted/Your-Radio-in-Wartime-

Tungsol.pdf 

 

https://www.worldradiohistory.com/Archive-Early-Radio-Assorted/Your-Radio-in-Wartime-Tungsol.pdf
https://www.worldradiohistory.com/Archive-Early-Radio-Assorted/Your-Radio-in-Wartime-Tungsol.pdf
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Birthday Wishes 

 

Classifieds 

• Custom Laser Printing OFFERED by Rick at Black85vette@gmail.com 

• Radio Repair and Restoration, and Radio AM Transmitters OFFERED by Ray and 

Dorothy Cady at 405-820-8014 or cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

• Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items WANTED by Dale Boyce at 

radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com or call (414) 840-4146 

• Tube and Tube-type Amplifiers WANTED by Jim Collings at (405) 755-4139 or we find 

our radiojrcradio@cox.net 

• Old Comics WANTED by Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, Glendale, CA 91221 

    Birthday Verses 

By Thomas Hood 

 

    Good morrow to the golden morning, 

    Good morrow to the world's delight -  

    I've come to bless thy life's beginning, 

    Since it makes my own so bright! 

 

    I have brought no roses, sweetest, 

    I could find no flowers, dear, -  

    It was when all sweets were over 

    Thou wert born to bless the year. 

 

    But I've brought thee jewels, dearest, 

    In thy bonny locks to shine, -  

    And if love shows in their glances, 

    They have learn'd that look of mine! 

 

Happy Birthday to all of our OKVRC 

June birthday members, friends, and 

family. 

 

 

 

mailto:Black85vette@gmail.com
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com
mailto:jrcradio@cox.net
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Antique Shop 
Dorothy Cady, Newsletter Editor 

 

After winning the bid for a specific assortment of items at our May meeting auction, I 

perused some of the magazines that were part of my winnings and happened upon the 

following poem. I believe it reflects at least some of the feelings and thoughts we 

experience when we search for and find a vintage radio, or we inherit one from a family 

member or friend. So, I sought permission to include it in our newsletter, but after chatting 

online with the organization, following the (broken) link they sent me to, and spending two 

hours trying to find the request form the link was to provide, I was unsuccessful. So, my 

apologies to the publisher and author, and if there is any objection, please let me know 

and I will remove it from the online version. And for you readers, please do not copy or 

share (email, photo, etc.) this poem with anyone else. It is copyrighted. Thank you and 

enjoy the nostalgic feelings it is intended to bring to you. 

 

 

  
Antique Shop 

 
Sometime it seems 

all ancestors look alike. 

This oval-framed stiff-collared man 

might be a feckless uncle 

who came out of a long-ago war 

with a medal (my laughing mother said) 

“for running.” 

 

He himself might be brother to 

your father and mine, 

pictured, when young, 

in identical natty suits, 

sporting the same dashing mustaches, 

alike as peas, for all 

their separate worlds. 

And here, this picture on the wall 

might be the grandmother I never knew. 

 

These hand-worked chairs, glass-shaded lamps, 

fluted vases, hand-painted screens might have 

come from her parlor. 

 

Perhaps that is why I touch a satiny table, 

Admire a scalloped lacy dish, am drawn to a 

silver mirror, a brass tray— 

 

Finding here the world I never knew, 

My grandmother’s world  

But in another sense—mine, too. 

E. B. de Vito      

Fort Myers, Fla. 

 

This poem, “Antique Shop” was published in the December 1981-January 1982 issue of 

Modern Maturity, and is copyrighted to the American Association of Retired Persons.  
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About OKVRC 
Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News to share 

historical information, and provide education and enjoyment for club members and friends.  

 

We like to keep up with our members and always welcome submissions of articles on 

subjects of interest to radio collectors and restorers, and club activities news. Please send 

articles to the newsletter publisher at: cadyraymond1@gmail.com, or mail it to: OKVRC 

Newsletter Publisher, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and 

reference are given. An electronic copy of most articles can be obtained from the OKVRC 

Newsletter Publisher. 

 

OKVRC is open to exchanging monthly newsletters with other non-profit radio organizations. 

If your organization is interested in an exchange, contact the OKVRC Newsletter Publisher. 
 

OKVRC Board of Directors 
President: Jim Collings, jrcradio@cox.net  

Vice President:  Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

Secretary: Jim Tyrrell, jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net   

Treasurer: Jim Ray, jabray71@hotmail.com  

Marketing Director: Mark McClellan, mark@mcclellanaudio.com  

Newsletter Publisher: Raymond Cady, cadyraymond1@gmail.com,  

Webmaster: Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

OKVRC Membership 
You’re invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by attending and signing up at a 

meeting or swap meet, or by mailing your Name, Address, Email Address and phone number 

to: Secretary, OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140. Free membership in 2025. 

  

Endnotes 

 
i In 1989, The Breakfast Club show was inducted into the Radio Hall of Fame (radiohalloffame.com/don-mcneills-
breakfast-club). 
ii Archive.org has captured that December 8th The Breakfast Club show broadcast on a website page from 
richsamuels.com (the curator who was formerly a correspondent for the "Chicago Tonight" show. You can download and 
listen to that original broadcast at the following web page: 
https://web.archive.org/web/20250126052752/http://www.richsamuels.com/nbcmm/breakfastclub/index.html.  

mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:jrcradio@cox.net
mailto:dcady1@gmail.com
mailto:jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jabray71@hotmail.com
mailto:mark@mcclellanaudio.com
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:dcady1@gmail.com
https://web.archive.org/web/20241229012934/http:/www.networkchicago.com/chicagotonight/
https://web.archive.org/web/20250126052752/http:/www.richsamuels.com/nbcmm/breakfastclub/index.html

