
 
 

 

 

 

Welcome 
 

We have something exciting to share with you this month; the above buttons that 

reflect titles of various articles and columns in this newsletter now also function as a 

table of contents. Click one of the buttons above, like Secretary’s Report, and you 

will be taken directly to that heading in the newsletter. Return to this first page by 

clicking the Welcome link in the page footer. (Go ahead. Try it.) 

 

We hope you were able to make it to our Spring Swap Meet on April 12, 2025 at the  

Our Lord’s Lutheran Church, 2900 W Hefner Road, Oklahoma City, OK 73120. It 

was great! The facilities and location were just right in size, ease of access, and even 

the limited requirements for setup and cleaning. More than one person said they 

really liked it. You’ll read more about it in this newsletter. And may we suggest you 

start getting your contest entries ready for the fall swap meet we hold in October. 

 

Old Time Radio 
 

Do you enjoy those old-time radio shows? Here is 

“Miss Dilly Says No,” which was archived by and 

made available from indiana.edu. Click on the 

image (from Abebooks.com) to hear the full 

episode, maybe while you finish reading the 

newsletter. Enjoy! 
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President’s Column  
Jim Collings, President 

 

After the successful swap meet last month, we return to the Golden Corral for our 

meeting this month. That’s on May 10th at 1501 S. Sooner Road, 73110, beginning 

around 6 to eat with the meeting starting about 7 PM.  

 

The topic for our meeting will continue with letters of the alphabet, so this month’s 

topic is manufacturers whose name begins with the letter F. That makes me think 

of Federal. So, I will bring my early Federals, and I believe Jim T. has some slightly 

later examples. Other brands are FADA, Farnsworth, Freshman, Firth, and several 

more. I believe we should have a lot of sets displayed, and to talk about. It should be 

a great meeting.  

Business for May’s Meeting 

In the business portion of the meeting we can discuss last month’s swap meet and 

ways to improve. I have reserved the Our Lord’s Lutheran Church fellowship hall for 

our fall swap meet and contest. The date will be October 18th, one week later than 

our normal second Saturday, as that date was not available. At this better location, we 

could consider expanding the meet until after lunch. Also, please remember to bring 

something for the donation auction to the meeting. 

A Great Spring Swap Meet 

Our annual swap meet last month was a success!  

We had a better turnout than we have had in quite a 

while. Some out-of-towners that we hadn’t seen 

recently were back, along with some seldom seen 

members. Our setting-up and rearranging of the 

tables afterwards ourselves went well, with lots of 

helpers to get the job done. Thanks to all who 

helped!  It seems that this is a task needed wherever 

we meet.  

  

Overall, we came out ahead financially after paying the 

rental fee (as Jim Ray’s Treasurer’s Report shows). A 

large portion was due to the raffle radio, which was 

Ed Janssen, who also is a 
2025 Board of Directors 
Member of VRPS, was the 
winner of the raffle radio. 
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won by Ed Janssen. The donations to the live auction that 

we hold at the end of the swap meet also provided us with 

needed financial support. Thanks to all who donated, and 

bid on the items.  

 

Thanks also to Mark McClellan (image to the right). He 

deserves it. Not only did he provided the coffee, but he did 

a superb job of publicizing the meet. We can be proud that 

all the tasks needed were well done to make this a 

successful event. I expect our ranks to increase in the 

future.   

 

Speaking of the Future 

Coming up are the Northland Antique Radio Club meet in Plymouth, MN on May 16th 

and 17th, and the Antique Radio Club of Illinois, Radiofest in Addison, Il., on August 

1st and 2nd. Contact me if you need info on either of these. 

 

 

See you at the meeting on May 10th at the Golden Corral, and bring some radios or 

radio items. 
 

 JIM COLLINGS   

Above: Mark McClellan checking out 
some of the many radios up for auction. 

 

Above: Jim Ray, Treasurer (left) and 

Julie Collings, Event Manager (right). 

What would we do without them? 

https://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com/prog25.shtml
https://www.northlandantiqueradioclub.com/prog25.shtml
https://www.antique-radios.org/radiofest
https://www.antique-radios.org/radiofest
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Secretary’s Report  
Jim Tyrrell, Secretary 

 

Spring is here once again in Oklahoma. Everything 

is greening up beautifully, which means a lot yard 

work every weekend, and less time to hunt for and 

work on old radios. It also means it’s time to keep 

watch on the sky for the severe weather our state is 

famous for. But we have been lucky so far; no 

tornados around yet, just a lot - and I mean a lot - of 

rain. But it’s nice to get my lawn watered for free.   

 

Lots of warm sunshine greeted OKVRC members 

and guests at our Spring Convention and Swap 

Meet, which was held at Our Lord’s Lutheran Church in 

Oklahoma City. This was our first time at this new location, and we were impressed!  

The church is a large and very nice facility with floor to ceiling windows on both sides 

of the room. And, it’s a shorter drive for almost everyone. For the most part, we 

rearranged a few tables that we put back and cleaned off afterwards, so set-up and 

take-down were quick and easy. 

 

Members and guests were arriving at the church before the building opened at eight, 

and we had plenty of donuts and coffee for everyone to enjoy while waiting for sellers 

to arrive and set up. It has been quite some time since we have had such a large 

turnout, and we think our new location made the difference. We even saw some folks 

we have not seen for a while.  

 

There were a large number of donated items in the regular auction, and a fair number 

of items in the silent auction. The regular sales tables were a little light on content, but 

some of that was a direct result of multiple radios being sold within the first hour of the 

swap meet.  

 

The raffle, with three tickets for ten dollars, raised a good amount of money (see Jim 

Ray’s Treasurer’s column) for a restored Zenith tabletop radio. Ray and Dorothy Cady 

did the restoration, and Jim Collings donated the radio. We also had a few door prizes 

to give away. Thank you to everyone who donated items, labor, and/or funds for the 

benefit of OKVRC, especially to Aaron who donated many items for the live auction. 

In front of the venue 

were these 

welcoming Prairie 

Verbena wildflowers.  
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Speaking of live auction, we held both a silent auction and a live auction. I spent $25, 

including my raffle ticket, and I got about $25 for the items I put into the silent auction, 

so it was a wash and fun for me. 

 

 

DID SOMEONE SAY THEY 

NEEDED A COUPLE OF RADIO 

KNOBS?  

SOME OF OUR MEMBERS ARE WELL  

VERSED IN LASER PRINTING, TOO. 

CAN YOU FIGURE OUT WHO?   Hint    

 

 

These tables held overflow items from the silent auction table. Usually, one long table is 

enough, but not this time.  
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After these activities were over, we had a great program by Ray Cady and Dale 

McLellan on how to make replacement knobs for our radios, using resin available at 

hobby shops and homemade molds. Since we all have a few sets in our collections, 

it’s certainly worth a try! Of course, there are always knobs for sale at the Swap Meet  

too, so if you don’t mind waiting until October or April, you can buy knobs there, or 

ask one of our members to cast or build knobs for you. 

The new venue is a huge improvement, and the bright, sunlit room will be perfect for 

displaying our contest entries at our Fall Swap Meet and Convention.  

 

One more thing. Dorothy Cady snapped photos during the swap meet, and you will 

see several of them posted throughout this month’s newsletter. 

 

For our May meeting, we will be back at our usual location, the Golden Corral 

Restaurant on 1501 S. Sooner Blvd. in Oklahoma City. Not sure what our program 

topic will be, but I’d say there is a sporting chance we will continue through the 

alphabet bringing in radios whose brands begin with that letter. See to see you there!  

 

Thanks to all who came, especially those who traveled long distances to be here. 

JIM TYRRELL  

Above (left): Dale McLellan long-time OKVRC member has returned to Oklahoma after ten 

years of living in another state. He never left OKVRC, though, so all of us (including Jim 

Ray, seen in picture) are happy to see him back. Above (right): DONUTS! Coffee was on the 

next table over, and there was plenty of it. 

https://maps.app.goo.gl/9X5VDLyHg4gyDRhj7
https://maps.app.goo.gl/9X5VDLyHg4gyDRhj7
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Mark’s Tech Talk 
Mark McClellan, Marketing Director 

This month we’re going to discuss the repair of a 

Philco Model 60 (left) that was brought to my shop 

recently. The Model 60 was in production in the mid-

1930’s and was available in a variety of cabinet styles, 

including the Philco Model 60B cathedral (image on 

the left) that we’ll be discussing here. The circuit is a 

five-tube superheterodyne with a single IF stage. 

The first step was a close inspection of the chassis. 

This unit has had a number of repairs over the years 

including replacement of the filter condenser bank with 

separate capacitors, and replacement of one of the 

wet electrolytic cans with an under-chassis dry block 

electrolytic. Most of these repairs had cold solder joints 

with several of them already broken. Another thing observed was wax that had 

dripped out of the power transformer. This indicates that the transformer has likely 

overheated and may be faulty. Thankfully, the test results were good for both the 

power and output transformers as replacements; these can be hard to find. (Look for 

transformer testing methods in a future article.) 

 

When working on a radio that’s been inexpertly repaired over the years, it’s nice to 

have good schematics to go by. Philco Library was an excellent resource for all the 

circuit variations for this model. You also can read Evolution of the Philco Model 30. 

Replace Capacitors 

Standard procedure on a radio this old is to replace all electrolytic capacitors and all 

paper/foil capacitors because they’re sure to be out of tolerance and leaky. Also, don’t 

forget the Philco Bakelite block capacitors, which are paper/foil capacitors stuffed 

inside tar-filled blocks. Mica molded capacitors are usually good and only replaced if 

defective. Resistors (dog bone style in this chassis) will be measured and replaced as 

needed, but I generally only do so if they are more than 50% out of tolerance. All 

tubes are tested and replaced as necessary.  

 

https://philcoradio.com/library/index.php/shop-talk/model-notes/evolution-of-philco-model-60/
https://philcoradio.com/library/index.php/shop-talk/model-notes/evolution-of-philco-model-60/
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Above is a combined image of the chassis both before (on left) and after (on right) replacing 

the capacitors. 

Clean Switches and Pots 

It is essential to clean the switches and pots with a good quality product. I prefer Caig 

DeOxit D5 for switches, and DeOxit F5 for pots. Old pots can be delicate, so I only 

clean them if they are noisy. The tuning capacitor usually needs attention as well. In 

this case, the rubber insulating grommets had dried up and the whole capacitor 

wobbled on the chassis so I replaced those. I’ve also cleaned and lubricated the 

tuning capacitor. mechanism so that it rotates smoothly. Tuning capacitors have metal 

contacts on the shaft that provide connectivity to the capacitor fins. I put a dab of D5 

on those to eliminate any “scratchy” sounds while tuning mechanism so that it rotates 

smoothly. Tuning capacitors have metal contacts on the shaft that provide 

connectivity to the capacitor fins. I put a dab of D5 on those to eliminate any scratchy 

sounds while tuning. 

Test  

Once everything above had been completed, the radio was ready for its first test. 

Using a dim bulb tester to limit current in the event of a short circuit, I powered up the 

radio. The radio came to life with a little bit of hum, but alas, I was unable to tune in 

any stations. Touching the grid caps of the detector/oscillator, IF, and 2nd detector 

tubes with screwdriver tip (don’t shock yourself!) produced noise, which told me at 

least that the gain functions of those circuits were working. That led me to believe that 

the oscillator circuit wasn’t working which, of course, is essential for the operation of a 
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superheterodyne radio. A quick check with a multimeter confirmed that the oscillator 

coil had an open winding. Uh oh! 

Rewinding an Oscillator Coil 

It’s not uncommon for vintage radios of this era to have open oscillator coils. The wire 

used for these windings is hair thin and can corrode – especially if the radio has been 

stored in a damp environment. Repairing the coil is tedious, but with patience and a 

really good magnifier, it’s completely possible. 

 

After removing the coil, I first counted the number of turns by using my phone to take 

a closeup photo and then zooming in far enough to see the individual winds (images 

below with the before image on the left and the after image on the right).  

 

I also made a note of the direction of the winding (clockwise vs counterclockwise) 

which is really important. This one had only 18 turns, but coils for other models can 

have MANY more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I then unwound/removed the old winding being careful not to damage the winding 

beneath it. I selected some new magnet wire that was close to the same gauge as the 

old wire. I used a few slivers of double-sided tape to hold the new winding in place as 

I added the 18 turns, and then soldered the ends to the solder lugs on the.  

 

BEFORE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AFTER 
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Note, the winding doesn’t have to be perfect, nor does the gauge of the wire need to 

be exact. The important things are the number of and direction of the turns.  

 

FINGERS CROSSED… 

 

EUREKA!  

 

After installing the repaired oscillator coil, the radio was once again working. Final 

steps will be to perform an alignment and some general cleaning. I’m looking forward 

to reuniting this beautiful, and now working, radio with its owner. 

 

MARK MCCLELLAN  

 

V.P.’s Voice 
Dorothy Cady, Vice-President  

 

Vintage radios and everything that goes with them are not only very interesting, but 

can capture your heart more than you ever would have believed. And that doesn’t 

even begin to point out all of the wonderful people you can meet at vintage radio 

swap meets, monthly organization meetings, and even just happening to mention you 

are an avid vintage radio person while standing in line in the grocery store (or some 

other place). At OKVRC’s spring swap meet this 

year, we met some new, interesting, and great to 

know individuals like, Cambrie, If you did not make 

it to the meet, or you didn’t know everyone who 

came,  

I wanted to share with you some of those people I 

met there, and their reasons came because of their 

interest in vintage radios. 

Walt 

The image to the right (yellow shirt) is of Walt (“like 

in Walt Disney” he told me) from the Texas radio 

organization, VRPS (Vintage Radio and 

Phonographic Society, Inc.). Next to him is Rick, 

one of our OKVRC members who does laser 
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printing (see Classifieds), and has done some beautiful laser work for radios that 

Raymond and I have restored.  

 

Walt caught my attention right away. I knew I wanted to meet him. We had a few 

minutes to chat, and he shared that one of the reasons he came up from Texas was 

because he was particularly interested in seeing the presentation on replacing vintage 

radio knobs. I originally planned to do the presentation with my hubby, Raymond, but 

since Dale McLellan has so much more experience with radio repair (he’d been doing 

vintage radio repair since he was in Junior High, so has 70-plus years of experience), 

I knew he would be better able to answer absolutely any question anyone had. 

  

Did you notice in the photo that Walt was carrying a clipboard? I had wanted to ask 

him why, but our conversation was enjoyable and interesting, so I forgot about the 

clipboard.  

Cambrie 

This is Cambrie. She is an art 

student who works in ceramics. 

Inspired by a vintage radio that one 

of her family members has, she 

crafted a ceramic vintage radio. But 

she didn’t stop there. She did 

several more, and when she heard 

about the OKVRC Spring swap 

meet, she decided to bring them to 

show us. In the image to the left, 

you can see her standing with two 

of the radios. The following image 

shows more of her work. 

 

The photo on the following page is of more of the radios that Cambrie brought to 

share with all of us vintage radio lovers. The one on the right was my favorite; I love 

the color of that one, but all are amazing. Cambrie is quite talented. We appreciated 

her bringing her art to us. 
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Antique Radio Replacement Parts 

We had the pleasure of meeting another 

gentleman that not only enjoys vintage radios, but 

who also is experienced at CAD designing and 

3D Printing of replacement parts for vintage and 

antique radios. In addition, I believe he also is a 

member of OKC Repeaters as he had a large 

display of various items he was giving away for 

free, hopefully wit a donation that specifically was 

for the OKC Repeaters. Between taking photos  

and getting to greet and meet members and 

quests, I only had a quick glance at everything he 

had displayed. Until Raymond Cady’s and Dale 

McLellan’s presentation, I did not have a chance 

to talk with this gentleman. Now comes my apology. He told me his name, but my 

memory requires time and repetition to recall things, so my apologies to this 

gentleman. Instead of his name, however, I did have his flyer with his email and e-Bay 

business name for those who might need a replacement part. So, that’s it for now.  

 

 DOROTHY CADY 

https://www.repeaterbook.com/repeaters/location_search.php?state_id=40&type=city&loc=Oklahoma%20City
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Treasurer’s Report 
Jim Ray, Treasurer 

Below are the numbers for our Spring 2025 Swap Meet. Thank you to everyone who 

donated items or funds for the auction, raffle, refreshments, and door prizes.  

Income: 

• Radio Raffle   $ 185.00 

• Live Auction  $   94.00 

• Coffee/Donuts  $   21.75 

Total revenue  $ 300.75 

Expenses 

• Hall rental  $ 175.00 

• Donuts       $   25.00 

Total expense        $ 200.00 

     Net Income 

 Total revenue  $ 300.75 

 - Total expense      $ 200.00  

 

   Net Income   $ 100.75 

As you can see, we cleared $100.75 in net income. This is certainly a sustainable 

path for our Swap Meets and for the club.  

From talking with most of those in attendance, 

the venue was quite well received. This venue 

not only was less expensive for the rental, but 

also brought in a significant increase in the 

number of attendees, which I believe was 

counted in the mid-thirties, over that of our past 

few meets. Notice the image on the left where 

a large percentage of the attendees assembled 

for Dale McLellan’s and Ray Cady’s 

presentation on making replacement knobs for 
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your vintage radios. It was very well received with lots of questions, audience 

participation, and applause. 

With our continued marketing efforts and our radio contest slated for the fall meet, we 

can expect these numbers to rise. 

Your Treasurer,  

 JIM RAY 

] 

 

More live auction items.                                                    Things are just getting started. 

Raymond Cady and Jim Collings          These are several of the items donated to OKVRC for door prizes. 

are chatting about restored radios        All anyone had to do for a chance at one of these door prizes was 

Raymond brought in to sell.                   to sign in and be present (because you get your choice of items). 
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Vintage AD 
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Birthday Wishes 
 

Are you a Taurus or a Gemini? It may not matter because, either way, another year 

filled with opportunities for adventure and joy await you. As you move forward, 

consider counting your life by smiles and your age by friends. Her’s hoping you have 

more of each every day. Now, make a wish and blow out the candles. Happy birthday. 

 

 
Image provided by pixabay.com 

 

Classifieds 
• Custom Laser Printing OFFERED by Rick at Black85vette@gmail.com 

• Radio Repair and Restoration, and Radio AM Transmitters OFFERED by Ray 

and Dorothy Cady at 405-820-8014 or cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

• Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items WANTED by Dale Boyce at 

radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com or call (414) 840-4146 

• Tube and Tube-type Amplifiers WANTED by Jim Collings at (405) 755-4139 or 

jrcradio@cox.net 

• Old Comics WANTED by Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, Glendale, CA 91221 

  

mailto:Black85vette@gmail.com
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com
mailto:jrcradio@cox.net
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About OKVRC 
Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News to share 

historical information, and provide education and enjoyment for club members and 

friends.  

 

We like to keep up with our members and always welcome submissions of articles on 

subjects of interest to radio collectors and restorers, and club activities news. Please 

send articles to the newsletter publisher at: cadyraymond1@gmail.com, or mail it to: 

OKVRC Newsletter Publisher, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140. 

 

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and 

reference are given. An electronic copy of most articles can be obtained from the 

OKVRC Newsletter Publisher. 

 

OKVRC is open to exchanging monthly newsletters with other non-profit radio 

organizations. If your organization is interested in such an exchange, contact the 

OKVRC Newsletter Publisher. 

OKVRC Board of Directors 

President: Jim Collings, jrcradio@cox.net  

Vice President:  Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

Secretary: Jim Tyrrell, jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net   

Treasurer: Jim Ray, jabray71@hotmail.com  

Marketing Director: Mark McClellan, mark@mcclellanaudio.com  

Newsletter Publisher: Raymond Cady, cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

Webmaster: Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

OKVRC Membership 

You’re invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by attending and signing 

up at a meeting or swap meet, or by mailing your Name, Address, Email Address and 

phone number to:  

 

Secretary, OKVRC   

PO BOX 50625  

Midwest City, OK, 73140.  

You may want to join now because your 2025 membership is free.  

mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:jrcradio@cox.net
mailto:dcady1@gmail.com
mailto:jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jabray71@hotmail.com
mailto:mark@mcclellanaudio.com
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:dcady1@gmail.com

