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Hello and Welcome

Can you believe it is OKVRC’s spring swap meet time already? Raymond and |
cannot even remember how many meets and meetings we have participated in
over the years of our membership in OKVRC, but they have been joyous years
with many more to come.

We have two questions for you, dear reader. Has OKVRC fallen into a bit of a
rut and become too comfortable with our swap meets and meetings? What
would you like to see added/changed for meetings and meets that would make
it easier and more interesting for you and others to attend? [Submit your Reply]

Speaking of swap meets . . . our Spring Swap Meet is being held on April 12,
2025 at Qur Lord’s Lutheran Church, 2900 W Hefner Road, Oklahoma City,
OK 73120. Please come join us and, if you can, bring a few eye-catching radios
or such to sell or trade.

Old Time Radio

Do you enjoy those old-time radio shows?
Here is “Touched by an Angel” from
OTRR Let George Do It (on archive.org).
Click on the image to the right to hear
the full episode, maybe while you finish
reading the newsletter. Enjoy!



https://archive.org/details/OTRR_Let_George_Do_It_Singles/LGDI+-+%5bHSG_Synd.#010]+-+Touched+By+An+Angel.mp3
mailto:dcady1@gmail.com?subject=OKVRC%20Meeting%20and%20Meets%20Ideas
https://maps.app.goo.gl/KoHnrgRqoZyqKwui9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/KoHnrgRqoZyqKwui9
https://okvrc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/okvrc
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
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President’s Column
Jim Collings, President

Spring Swap Meet

It's here! Our Spring Radio Swap
Meet/Show is on Saturday, April 12th at Our
Lord’s Lutheran Church, 2900 W Hefner
Road, Oklahoma City, OK 73120. This just 1
block West of May Avenue. The new location
is more centrally located, that may allow for
greater participation. The entry is just off
Major Avenue, and there is a canopy over
the entrance and circular drive for easier

Al / -
: _ { Jim C. and his 1920’s Electro-
unloading. There are a mix of rectangular voice model 650.

and circular tables, which we will need to set

up. So, the first thing on the schedule is to

set up the tables. A work day at the church

scheduled for April 5th was delayed until the 12th, (due to the weather), so
there will be some church members around doing maintenance. This should not
affect us.

Here is the planned time schedule, but it is subject to change as the meet
progresses:
e 7:30 a.m. Doors officially open for table setup

e 800 Official public opening for meet and silent and main auctions
e 10:00 Silent auction ends

e 10:10 Presentation: Replacing Missing Radio Knobs*

e 10:30 Drawings for door prizes and Raffle

e 10:50 Main auction begins

e 12:00 p.m. Re-arrange tables and end of meet

*Note that the contest will be in the fall (October) swap meet. For the
spring swap meets we are doing a presentation instead of the contest.
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Great News

| have been contacted by several collectors from the Dallas/FT. Worth area who
plan to attend, and some of the Tulsa HLARA members will also be attending.
We also are expecting local residents, church members, and our OKVRC
members to attend. (You may want to do a little extra cleaning and sprucing-up
of those radios and related items you plan to put up for sale.)

PLEASE tell your friends, family, neighbors, co-workers, and anyone else you
think may have an interest in vintage radios about the OKVRC swap meet. We
would appreciate it if you printed out a copy or two of the flyers and distributed
them in conspicuous spaces you visit over this next week (like, libraries,
restaurants, and community centers), or email a copy to people you know, even
if you don’t think that you will be able to make it to the swap meet. Remember,
this meet is one of our biggest sources for finding new members and sharing
and education others about vintage and antique radios and the value they still
hold today. ‘

Radio Happenings

In radio happenings, Julie and |
attended the VRPS spring auction in
Irving, TX, on March 15th. It was a good
auction, but smaller than recent years. It
was definitely a buyer’s auction, as
almost everything went cheap. | took

two items to sell, and was pleased with
the result, and purchased 7 lots. At check
out, the VRPS owed me 40 cents, so |
broke even. Most table radios sold at very reasonable prices, and several
bidders really loaded up. The auction ended fairly early at about noon. Their
next event is a swap meet on May 18th.

Some radios & related items made by
companies whose name starts with E.

The spring Kutztown Radio meet is May 9-10 in Kutztown, PA, sponsored by
the Delaware Valley Historical Radio Club. (Read their flyer.) This is the largest
radio swap meet in the country, held twice a year. This meet is always worth
attending, but we prefer to go in September, Sept. 19" to 20th this year.
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Another closer event is the Northland Antique Radio Club, Radio Daze meet in
Plymouth, Minnesota. It will be held May 16-17th. This is a smaller meet but
always fun. There is an auction on Friday evening that always has good

offerings. Saturday morning is the swap meet, and there is an equipment
contest.

We hope to see everyone at our swap meet.

Jrm COLLINGS

OKVRC Spring Swap Meet

As noted last month, the location for our April 12th OKVRC spring meet is

Our Lord’s Lutheran Church, 2900 W Hefner Road, Oklahoma City, 73120.
The plan is to start at 8:00 AM with table set up.

The entry to the church is on Major Ave, 1 block west of May, and there is a

covered portico for unloading. (Google Maps Directions to the spring swap
meet location from Tulsa OK, Wichita Falls TX, and Wichita KS can be
accessed through these linked location names.)

@& o @R
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The flyer, prepared by our Marketing Director, Mark McClellan, (thank you,
Mark) is on the following page. If you can, print out a copy and pin it up where
people might be interested. But where should you pin it? How about places like
your church, the community center nearest you, and your closest public library.
Extend further and go for the senior center nearest you, or the daycare where
your children or grandchildren go. Do you have a doctor or dentist appointment
in the next week? Ask if they will put the flyer up in their office.

Happy Birthday to All of You April Youngsters!

In April we celebrate April Fools Day, several religious celebrations, Earth Day,
Ben and Jerry's Free Cone Day, National: Walking Day/Burrito Day/Unicorn
Day/Siblings Day, and many more, but none as important as YOUR Birthday
(well, maybe except for Ben and Jerry's Free Cone Day). We hope you have or
have had a wonderful birthday!

/l < ) b
gl o/ A

Classifieds

« Custom Laser Printing OFFERED by Rick at Black85vette@gmail.com

- Radio Repair and Restoration, and Radio AM Transmitters OFFERED by
Ray and Dorothy Cady at 405-820-8014 or cadyraymondl@gmail.com

. Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items WANTED by Dale Boyce at
radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com or call (414) 840-4146

« Tube and Tube-type Amplifiers WANTED by Jim Collings at (405) 755-
4139 or jrcradio@cox.net

« 0OIld Comics WANTED by Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, Glendale, CA
91221
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Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors Presents ——

\'
Y /i

Free Admission
Saturday, April 12, 2025
8:30AM to Noon
Our Lord’s Lutheran Church
2900 W Hefner Road, Oklahoma City

ully restored vintage radio! (drawing at 10:30am)
g at 10:30am), Radio Appraisals, Radio Repair Estimate
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March Meeting Notes
Jim Tyrrell, Secretary

We are in early April, and as usual for this time of year, the weather is crazy
and unpredictable. It can change on the turn of a card. We had several weeks
without almost any rain, and the wind was leaving a dust film on everything.
Finally, we got some serious rain, and we might have a freeze tonight! Only in
OK can you get a whole years’ worth of weather experiences in under a month.
But with the coming of spring, the yard chores begin, and the radio work will
have to be set aside for a while. When | finally retire, I'll be able to work on
radios whenever | want. Dare to dream...

Our March 8th meeting featured some typical wild
OK spring weather; we had heavy rainfall, so much
that | almost stayed home. But | hate to miss a club
meeting; | enjoy it too much to let anything but a
tornado keep me home. Fortunately, enough of my
fellow club members felt the same way, and about
ten club members showed up for our usual second
Saturday of the month club meeting at the Golden
Corral Buffet in Midwest City. The excellent and
varied food offerings at the Golden Corral made it
worth the difficult and splashy drive.

Club President, Jim Collings, called the meeting to order at 7 PM, and we
began the night’s activities. The big topic of discussion was next month’s Spring
OKVRC swap meet. As Jim stated in his column, the swap meet will be held at
a new venue, Our Lord’s Lutheran. We are looking forward to what we hope will
be our new convention home for a while. If you haven’t been able to join us for
a swap meet at the Midwest City or Mustang locations (or even if you have),
please come and help us to make this swap meet a big success.

The topic for this’s months program was radios whose brand names begin with
the letter E. We have been working through the alphabet for several months
now, and it's been a lot of fun. now, and it’s been a lot of fun. (Will | eventually
get to bring in my Westinghouse?)
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Our club members brought in some nice Electro Importing Company rheostat.
radios and related items to share. Jim Collings

brought in a wireless era (pre-1920) Electro
Importing Company rheostat on a wooden
base. Jim also showed us a three tube
Echophone receiver from about 1923.

| brought in a similar but not identical model of
the same set. Interestingly, these radios were
built in Sunnyvale, California, which is now in
the heart of Silicon Valley. | also brought in an
early (about 1929) cathedral table model
Echophone radio to share. Jim also showed
us a rare five tube twenties Echophone radio from the famous collection that
belonged to the late Dr. Ralph Munchow.

We saw a lot more than just radios. Jim C. displayed several vintage
microphones, including an impressive Electrovoice ring microphone from the
early thirties, and another Electrovoice model 350 from 1941.

Jim C. also showed us a really small
Emerson AC-DC table radio from the
early thirties, and an EICO mono
preamp (two units were required for
stereo usage) from the late fifties.

Now going way back in time, Rico
showed us something really special; It's
an Edison Gem cylinder phonograph
from 1901-1902. The phono was made
in the US, the horn is British, and the
cover has a decal from a Scottish
dealer!
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We finished up the evening with our usual donation auction. Each monthly
auction helps OKVRC to maintain sufficient funds to cover meeting and swap
meet expenses, SO we appreciate everyone who brings items to auction off at
our meetings and for the live and silent auctions at our swap meets. Thank you.

EICO Signal Tracer (above left) and Emerson tabletop receiver (above right).

Thanks to all who came, especially Jim C. for bringing in so many of his
treasures despite the rain. See you at the Spring Convention; you don’t want to
miss it!

Jim TYRRELL
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Tech Talk AboutSMD
Mark McClellan, Marketing Director

You've just recapped your vintage radio and are excited to hear it sing again,
only to find that when you power it up and tune in a station, you’re greeted with
random crashing static sounds as if there was a thunderstorm happening in the
area. Yet, the skies are clear. What could be the problem? Well, it’s likely that
you're experiencing the dreaded silver mica disease, sometimes known as
silver migration disease. Either way, we’ll just call it SMD. I've run into this
phenomenon several times over the last few months, so | thought it would be
pertinent to discuss the cause and solutions for this problem.

What is SMD?

At some point in the 1950s, radio manufacturers started using IF (Intermediate
Frequency) cans (transformers) that had silver mica capacitors that were built
into the bottom of the IF can instead of using external capacitors. The capacitor
was simply a wafer of mica with a layer of silver deposited on each side. Metal
contacts in the can touched each side to form connections.

The best explanation I've found for SMD (Silver Mica Disease) is that the
voltage on the capacitor, in conjunction with contaminants and oxidation,
causes the silver ions to migrate slowly toward the edge of the mica wafer.
Once the silver ions have made it to the edges of the cans, the silver ions cause
a short circuit to occur between the sides, which then causes the crazy static
noise.

This image shows two
wafers | pulled from the
IF cans of a Crosley
Dashboard radio. The
black is oxidized silver,
and the circled areas
are where the silver
has migrated to the
edges of the wafer.
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How | Fix SMD

My preference is to remove the can from the radio, carefully disassemble the IF
can and remove the mica wafers. Then reassemble the can, install it back in the
radio, and solder individual capacitors onto the lugs of the can. Some techs
insist that you should only use modern silver mica capacitors as replacements
due to their temperature stability, but they’re pretty pricey. I've had good
success with low-cost ceramic capacitors of the COG/NPO type.

Cheap and stable. If you're lucky, the radio schematic will list the values of the
capacitors. If not, usually 100pF capacitor will do the trick, but definitely do a
Google search because someone may have already figured out the correct
values. In any case, a radio re-alignment will be required. If you can’t achieve
proper alignment, you may have to experiment with lower or higher values of
capacitors, say 80pF or 120pF.

An alternative repair method | heard about is to clean away the migrated silver
with a pencil eraser. | haven't tried it, but it seems like it could work. Of course,
the silver would eventually migrate its way back sometime down the road.

Now you know why it’s called the dreaded silver mica disease; it's a very
tedious and time-consuming repair.

MARK MCCLELLAN

In Case You Want to Know
Dorothy Cady, Vice-President

| remember those days when hours spent at the public library did not always net
enough information for writing that teacher-assigned essay. Even as an adult
book and article writer, hunting down the information needed for doing so was
more difficult even with Internet access, especially when | hoped to find historic
information. That has certainly improved with organizations like Internet Archive
(a non-profit library of millions of free texts, movies, software, music, websites,
and more) and HathiTrust (whose mission is “to contribute to research,
scholarship, and the common good by collaboratively collecting, organizing,
preserving, communicating, and sharing the record of human knowledge”). In
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fact, you can find much historical information at those sites and others, and
because most of it is public domain or has a Creative Commons license
associated, you can copy that information without giving credit. So, here is page
61, which | copied here from the May 1922 issue of Radio Broadcast found on
HathiTrust. To read other pages in this issue, click on the date and title link |
included in the previous sentence.

RADIO BROADCAST 61

Radio and the French Farmer

ETEOROLOGICAL forecasts to twelve
M districts in France are now being sent
daily from the Eiffel Tower for the
benefit of farmers. They will indicate the
weather for the following day, the direction
of the wind, the state of the sky, and the pos-
sibilities of dangerous phenomena for agnicul-
ture, such as frost, storms, hail, and so on, and
the variation of temperature. The messages
will be transmitted at 4:30 p. m, daily, and in
summer it is intended to send a second message
at daybreak. This will contain the same in-
formation, only the minimum temperature of
the night will be replaced by the maximum
temperature of the day -

Atmospheric Conditions and Radio

ETHODICAL experiments for dis-
M covering a relation between atmos-
pheric conditions, particularly at-
mospheric pressure, temperature, dampness,

wind, potential gradient, number of jons
atmospheric current in the antenna, and so

Google

T Underwood & Underwond
ONE OF THE ATTRACTIONS AT THE NEW YORK RADIO SHOW
E R Glavin with his wircless controllod wagon which ran abost delivering mail and papen

on, and the quantity and intensity of atmos-
pherics, as well as fading of signals, were made
by S. Wiedenhoff, a German investigator,
and are reported in a recent issue of a German
technical periodical. The chief conclusions
are as follows: (1) The maximum vanations in
atmospherics are observed when the varia-
tions of the potential gradient are minimum
and when the atmospheric current in the
antenna and the number of ions in the air are
maximum. (2) In general no atmospherics,
or only a few, are experienced in conditions of
dry fog, but they impediately appear so soon
as fog is dissipated. (3) Rain, diminution of
potential gradient and of the number of par-
ticles of dust produce great atmospheric dis-
turbances. (4) Increase of atmospheric cur-
rent in the antenna produces a sensible diminu-
tion of atmospheric disturbances,

So far as the regular and periodic vanations
in the intensity of atmospherics in day time
(maximum in the afternoon, minimum in the
morning), and during the year (maximum from
June to September, minimum in February)
are concerned, the following conclusions were
arrived at: (1) The largest number of atmos-
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About OKVRC

Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News to
share historical information, and provide education and enjoyment for club
members and friends.

We like to keep up with our members and always welcome submissions of
articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors and restorers, and club
activities news. Please send articles to the newsletter publisher at:
cadyraymondl@gmail.com, or mail it to: OKVRC Newsletter Publisher, PO
BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140.

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted freely, as long as proper
credit and reference are given. An electronic copy of most articles can be
obtained from the OKVRC Newsletter Publisher.

OKVRC is open to exchanging monthly newsletters with other non-profit radio
organizations. If your organization is interested in such an exchange, contact
the OKVRC Newsletter Publisher.

OKVRC Board of Directors
President: Jim Collings, jrcradio@cox.net
Vice President: Dorothy Cady, dcadyl@gmail.com
Secretary: Jim Tyrrell, [ptyrrell@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer: Jim Ray, jabray71@hotmail.com
Marketing Director: Mark McClellan, mark@mcclellanaudio.com
Newsletter Publisher: Raymond Cady, cadyraymondl@gmail.com,
Webmaster: Dorothy Cady, dcadyl@gmail.com

OKVRC Membership
You're invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by attending and
signing up at a meeting or swap meet, or by mailing your Name, Address, Email
Address and phone number to: Secretary, OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest
City, OK, 73140. For 2025, membership is free.
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