
 
 

 
 
Hello and Welcome 

It’s great to again share with our members and friends the activities and 
knowledge our club possesses. In this newsletter, we will, of course, share 
photos, columns from our president and other board members (all interested 
parties are encouraged to submit articles or columns as desired), and 
information about upcoming events. We welcome your comments and 
suggestions for improving the newsletter, and look forward to hearing your 
responses to articles, columns, and more. (Just email them to the Newsletter 
Editor, cadyraymond1@gmail.com.) While there is a great deal of interesting 
information in this month’s newsletter, there also is one quite important piece of 
information to take note of this month: there is a change in location for our 
April swap meet, and we are providing details for you here.  
 
Our MARCH MEETING is being held on March 8, 2025 at the Golden Corral, 
1501 S Sooner Road, in Oklahoma City, OK 73110. As has become tradition, 
we will have dinner from 6 p.m. to 7 p.m., and then start the meeting. See the 
President’s Column for topic and other useful information then come and join us. 
 

Old Time Radio 
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Old Time Radio President’s Column 

Board Info Meeting Notes 
 

OKVRC Spring Swap Meet 

Classifieds  Tech Talk 

March 2025 

Do you enjoy those old-time radio shows? 
Here is “The Old Ones are Hard to Kill” 
from CBS Radio Mystery Theater (on 
archive.org). Click on the image to the 
right to hear the full episode maybe 
while you finish reading the newsletter. 
Enjoy! 

About OKVRC 

Membership 

Birthday 

mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
https://maps.app.goo.gl/YF9mZKYMXChdruVD8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/YF9mZKYMXChdruVD8
https://okvrc.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/okvrc
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
https://dn720303.ca.archive.org/0/items/cbsrmt-74-02-08-33-conspiracy-to-defraud/CBSRMT 74-01-06 (1) The Old Ones Are Hard to Kill.mp3
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President’s Column 
March 8th is our monthly meeting at the Oklahoma City (I call this Del City) 
Golden Corral (see page 1 for address and link to Google Maps). We gather 
at 6 PM for food and fellowship with the meeting begins around 7, after 
everyone has had several courses of food.  

Our agenda for this meeting includes:  
• Finalizing plans for publicity. 
• Brainstorming for ideas to make our April 12th Spring Swap Meet even 

bigger and better.  
• Presenting and sharing of radios and related items made by companies 

whose names begin with the letter E, like Emerson, Echophone, Eico, 
Electro-Voice, Edison, Electro Importing Company, and more.  

• Conducting our monthly donation auction. This is a fundraiser for our 
group. Please bring something for the auction and bid on items to support 
your radio club. 

Julie and I had the opportunity to attend the SCARS (Southern California 
Antique Radio Society) auction in Tustin, CA on February 15th. The image 
below was cropped from http://antiqueradios.org/photos.html. It is one of the 
SCARS photos of their swap meet. It won’t easy, but can you find me, Jim 
Collings, in the pic? 

http://antiqueradios.org/photos.html
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This was the SCARS annual auction. It was not a particularly large event, and 
was held at a Lutheran church. Quite a few ham radio items were offered and 
sold at reasonable prices. I was surprised at the high bid prices brought by early 
battery set items, as these do not do well in other auctions. Also, later AC sets 
sold very well, even common models. I was able to purchase a few audio items 

 

Some of the items offered for auction at the SCARS annual auction. These images 
were cropped from their website at http://antiqueradios.org/photos.html, and are 
copyrighted to the SCARS organization. 
 

They had a catered lunch, which was included in the $5 admission charge for a 
bidder card. Their seller commission was 15%, with no buyer’s premium. Most 
attendees were old geezers, but there were a few younger people. Women 
were notably absent. It was an interesting auction. 

The VRPS spring auction will be held at the Senter East Building, 228 
Chamberlain St., in Irving, TX (Dallas) on Saturday March 15th. The doors open 
at 8 AM. This compliments their annual convention in the fall. It is an auction 
only, but is worth attending. It’s not as large as the auctions during the fall 
convention, and there are not as many expensive items as in the fall, but there 
are always a few nice things. There tends to be more parts available and sets 
for parts or restoration. So it’s a good source for getting what might be needed 
to complete your restoration.  

The location is a little tricky to find as it is in a residential area, so contact me or 
the VRPS website if you have questions. It wraps up in the late afternoon, so it 
can be just a one day trip. It is worth attending. You may want to note that the 
VRPS website indicates that you must be a member to buy or sell at the 
auction, and there is an entrance fee of $5 per person.  

 JIM COLLINGS 

http://www.vrps.org/SPRING_AUCTION.html
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OKVRC Spring Swap Meet 

The location for our April 12th OKVRC 
spring meet has been selected. It will be 
held at Our Lord’s Lutheran Church, 
2900 W Hefner Road, Oklahoma City, 
OK 73120, beginning at 8:00 AM. (See 
map on page 4.) The entry to the church 
is on Major Ave, 1 block west of May, and 
there is a covered portico for 
unloading. (Google Maps Directions to 
the spring swap meet location from Tulsa 

OK, Wichita Falls TX, and Wichita KS can be accessed through these linked 
location names.)  
 
We will need volunteers to help us set up tables on the Friday afternoon before 
the meet, and/or first thing on Saturday. If you can help and on which day would 
be the best for you, please tell me, Jim Collings (jrcradio@gmail.com), no later 
than the Monday before the swap meet.  

https://maps.app.goo.gl/KoHnrgRqoZyqKwui9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/KoHnrgRqoZyqKwui9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/KoHnrgRqoZyqKwui9
https://maps.app.goo.gl/3P1ymNiEXbuNwCa56
https://maps.app.goo.gl/3P1ymNiEXbuNwCa56
https://maps.app.goo.gl/4KQjKs4GrmrexMoV8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/6M5ZZrknxhYrnK5x9
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The program for the April swap meet includes person-to-person exchanges, 
sales and purchases of radios and related items, a silent auction, a live auction, 
and a raffle for a lovely restored vintage radio.  
 
We also will have a presentation by Raymond and Dorothy Cady on “How to 
Create or Acquire Replacement Radio Knobs.”  
 
As usual, the swap meet will be free to vendors and the public and door prizes 
will too, but monetary donations for coffee and donuts, and the purchase of 
raffle tickets, all of which are used to cover our 
organization’s expenses, are encouraged and 
appreciated.   
 
The raffle item this year is a nice, restored, RCA 
cathedral radio. (The image to the left is not of the 
actual raffle radio because the actual one is currently 
being restored, but is rather an image from 
pinterest.com). Door prizes also will be available.  
 
The silent auction will end around 10:00 AM, followed 
by the Cady’s presentation, with the raffle and door 
prize drawings around 10:30, and then the main 
auction. 
 
We need to clean up and take down tables afterwards, so in advance, we thank 
everyone for their help! 
 
I’m hoping we have a large turnout with this more central location.  
 
Our attendance at last month’s meeting held at Mark’s shop in Norman was 
phenomenal. Jim Tyrrell, Secretary, has more information about it in his 
column. I hope this high-level of participation will continue. 
 
 JIM COLLINGS 

This image is an 
example of the style of 
the cathedral raffle 
radio. The actual photo 
will be included once 
the raffle radio’s 
restoration is done. 
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February Meeting Notes 

Jim Tyrrell, Secretary 

We are in February with March just around 
the corner. Just a week ago we had several 
days of freezing weather in the single digits 
with wind chills below zero, even Tinker AFB 
where I work was closed for two days, then a 
week later, a couple days of record warmth 
close to 80 degrees!  

Only in Oklahoma can you get weather like 
Honolulu and the North Pole just a week 
apart. Got to love it! It’s beautiful and warm 
today, and the first spring bulbs are blooming in my otherwise dormant front 
yard. Yellow and purple Crocus flowers, always the first sign of spring here. 

 
I look forward to our OKVRC club meeting 
every month. That usually means dinner 
at the Golden Corral Buffet in Midwest 
City, with some sort of program on some 
subject, along with the club meeting. But 
this month it was something completely 
different and a lot of fun. We all met at our 
Director of Marketing, Mark McClellan’s, 
audio repair shop, located at 119 N 
Crawford, in historic downtown Norman. 
We had a really great turnout; about 
twenty club members made the trip, as 
well as several of Mark’s audio 
customers, friends, and many members’ 
spouses. 
 
Mark’s shop is located in a 100 year old 
plus building on a quiet side street. (If you 
haven’t already, read last month’s 

Not (unfortunately) from my front 
yard. Thanks go to Wikimedia. This 
image is public domain. 

Club members Ilana, Raymond, Jim 
Terrell, and others are perusing the 
shop and getting popcorn and 
beverages. It was total fun time. 
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newsletter to get more details about Mark’s shop.) With its simple sign on the 
front, which is done in a “Radio Shack” style font, many that drive by might miss 
the sign. But when we stepped inside, we were greeted by a veritable Aladdin’s 
Cave of vintage electronics; most of it from post-WWII to 
2000, but some dating back to the 1920’s.   
 
In his shop, Mark and his business partner service and 
restore all types of audio equipment, much of it items 
used by the entertainment industry, but also consumer 
Hi-Fi, stereo, and video equipment. Mark and his buddy 
service a lot of guitar amplifiers for bands, and he builds 
some new audio instruments using existing vintage 
components. 

 
One item Mark 
showed us was an 
audio mixing board used in recording 
studios, including its huge array of slider 
potentiometers. These potentiometers 
are used to bring in and process 
numerous inputs from different 
microphones and instruments during a 
recording session, and then output the 
result to stereo recording equipment. I 

have many pictures of these originally 
found in magazines and on the backs of 

album covers; it was fun to learn how they work.  
 
Between browsing around the shop and visiting the front lobby, we enjoyed 
comradery with other guests, popcorn, and sodas. We were surrounded by 
many radios and stereos, some from Marks collection, and some in for repair. 
Mark explained that he does cosmetic surgery as well as electronic restoration 
on items brought in, so they leave there looking as beautiful as they play. 

Mark’s audio mixing board. At first 
glance, it looks intimidating, but the 
pros know how to use them. 

 

A special tester that 
Mark purchased from 
Jim Collings. 
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Mark McClellan's C110 Wurlitzer 
Cassette Jukebox. 

 
Before leaving the shop, we had our usual 
donation auction. A couple of vintage 
electronic instruments, some tubes, some 
really old tools, and a restorable 1941 Philco 
console radio all went to new homes.  
 
After enjoying our visit to the shop, most of us 
were pretty hungry, so we set out to find 
dinner. It being a weekend, plenty of places 
were open, and I joined other club members 
for dinner at an excellent German restaurant a 
short walk away. It was a delicious end to a 
really fun and different club meeting.  

 
Thanks to everyone who came, and especially to 

Mark for hosting us at his shop. 
I’ll see you next month! 

JIM TYRRELL 

Tech Talk 
Mark McClellan, Marketing Director 

A heartfelt “Thank you” to everyone 
who attended the February meeting at 
my shop in Norman. It was truly a 
pleasure for me, and I hope everyone 
enjoyed it as much as I did. 
 
One of the items that garnered the 
most attention was the Wurlitzer C-
110 cassette jukebox made in the 
early 1970s. Yes, you read that right - 
CASSETTE! Wurlitzer started as a 
musical instrument company in the 1850s 

Jim Collings working with the 
auction table that Mark set up 
for OKVRC's use. 



OKVRC is a 501c NPO 

Page  9 of 13 Broadcast News, March 2025                                

 

and over the years produced many 
items including organs, pianos, 
orchestrions, and jukeboxes. During 
WWI they picked up production of the 
high-end Lyric radios from the All 
American Mohawk Radio Company in 
Chicago.  
 
The C110 cassette jukebox is an 
engineering marvel like any early 
jukebox to be sure. Ten cassettes sit in 

a carousel which rotates and drops the selected cassette down to one of two 
cassette decks depending on which side of the tape is to be played.  
 
There is no digital logic in the unit. All of the operation and logic is controlled by 
relays, motors, switches and cams. 
 
Servicing a unit like this can be challenging 
due to the complexity and the aging of 
parts. All rubber belts and wheels had to 
be replaced. Plastic gears and cams had 
cracks that needed repair, and of course, 
the usual replacement of all aged 
electrolytic capacitors. It’s been a lengthy 
process to get it back in shape with only 
one nagging problem left. 
Electronic test equipment is essential for the 
troubleshooting and repair of vintage 
electronics. I’ve accumulated quite a few vintage items over the years but many 
are just part of my collection because they’re fun to look at. If you’re interested 
in repairing your own radios, I have a few items that are my “daily drivers” in 
order of importance: 
 

1. Digital multimeter: I use a Fluke 179 because Fluke is the gold standard 
for accuracy and ruggedness. But really, just about any digital multimeter 
can be used that is able measure up to 1000v. My shop mate, Kyle, uses 

One of a few pictures of the inside 
of Mark's audio shop. 

This is an inside look at Mark’s C110 
jukebox cassette player. 
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an old Micronta (Radio Shack) that has served him well. The multimeter is 
used mostly for voltage and resistance measurements, and checking for 
shorted diodes and transistors. It will also measure capacitance, but I 
seldom use it for that. 

2. Tube tester: I use a vintage Hickock 600A which I picked up at a flea 
market in OKC. I did have to replace the power cord and a couple of 
paper/foil capacitors to get it working but it gets nearly daily use at the 
shop. The Hickock is one of the more high-end testers that tests for 
mutual conductance (versus emissions). Emissions testers are fine for 
most radio work and more affordable. Mostly you just want to be able to 
test that a tube is functioning and doesn’t have any shorts.  

3. RF Generator: I have a number of vintage (B&K, Eico, etc) radio 
frequency generators but my go-to generator is a modern and 
inexpensive Lodestar. I’ll probably switch to using the B&K if I ever get 
around to testing and calibrating it. The RF generator is essential for 
doing IF and oscillator alignment on AM radios. 

4. Oscilloscope: I prefer analog over digital here, and my daily driver is a 
Tektronix 2215 from the 1970s that I picked up at an auction for under 
$100 (I got real lucky on that!) There are lots of decent scopes available 
in the wild. If you’re looking, I’d stick to solid state (except for the CRT of 
course) and you only need a bandwidth of a couple of MHZ for radio 
work. There are lots of inexpensive Chinese made digital scopes and they 
work fine too but can be a little more complicated to learn. I don’t actually 
use the o-scope much for radio work, but every now and then it’s handy 
for tracing out pesky issues and it can be useful for more accurate 
alignments.  

5. Capacitor tester: This isn’t essential, but really handy for checking 
leakage on paper/foil, film, and electrolytic capacitors. Capacitors are 
inexpensive, so shotgun replacement is the way to go if you don’t have 
one of these testers. I picked up a Sprague TO-6 tester at one of the 
OKVRC swap meets and after minor repairs it has been one of my 
favorite pieces of test gear.  

6. Other: If you want to work on solid state gear you may want to add an 
ESR (equivalent series resistance) tester for easy in-circuit testing for 
dried out electrolytic capacitors, and a transistor tester that can measure 
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Jim Ray, OKVRC 
Treasurer, setting up for 
the auction. 

“beta”. For ESR I’m using the Anatek Blue ESR meter. For transistors, I 
use the Peak DCA75. Transistors can’t really be tested in-circuit. 

 
That’s it for test gear. If anyone is interested, I can cover bench tools in a future 
article. Happy troubleshooting! 
 
Lastly, many were interested in the music that I was playing that generated 
unusual patterns on my oscilloscope. Patterns can be generated on a two 
channel oscilloscope by putting the scope in X-Y mode, where one channel 
affects the vertical deflection of the beam, and the other affects the horizontal 
deflection.  
 
For a fun diversion, I’d encourage you to explore the work of oscilloscope artist, 
Jerobeam Fenderson, who is a master at creating music that is fun to watch on 
a scope.  

Lissajous patterns are also a fun rabbit hole to go 
down, and I’m sure you’ll recognize them as they 
were used often in old sci-fi movies as the display 
on time machines and other high tech gear. 
 
I am looking forward to seeing each of you at the 
March meeting. 
 

MARK MCCLELLAN 
 

Image is cropped from Jerobean Fenderson's Bandcamp website. 

https://jerobeamfenderson.bandcamp.com/
https://jerobeamfenderson.bandcamp.com/
https://www.rfcafe.com/references/popular-electronics/lissajous-had-a-figure-for-it-mar-1957-popular-electronics.htm
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Happy Birthday to Our March Members  

 
We are hoping your birthday is full of joy, smiles, family and friends, and of 
course, everything wonderful for you. Happy birthday! (Image: Wikipedia) 
 

Classifieds 
• Custom Laser Printing OFFERED by Rick at Black85vette@gmail.com 

• Radio Repair and Restoration, and Radio AM Transmitters OFFERED by 

Ray and Dorothy Cady at 405-820-8014 or cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

• Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items WANTED by Dale Boyce at 

radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com or call (414) 840-4146 

• Tube and Tube-type Amplifiers WANTED by Jim Collings at (405) 755-

4139 or jrcradio@cox.net 

• Old Comics WANTED by Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, Glendale, CA 91221 

  

mailto:Black85vette@gmail.com
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com
mailto:jrcradio@cox.net
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About OKVRC 
Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News to 
share historical information, and provide enjoyment for club members and 
friends.  
 
We like to keep up with our members and always welcome submissions of 
articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors and restorers, and club 
activities news. Please send articles to the newsletter publisher at: 
cadyraymond1@gmail.com, or mail it to: OKVRC Newsletter Publisher, PO 
BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140. 
 
Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted freely, as long as proper 
credit and reference are given. An electronic copy of most articles can be 
obtained from the OKVRC Newsletter Publisher. 
 
OKVRC is open to publication of newsletter or article exchange with other non-
profit radio organizations. If your organization is interested in such an 
exchange, contact the OKVRC Newsletter Publisher. 
 

OKVRC Board of Directors 
President: Jim Collings, jrcradio@cox.net  
Vice President:  Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  
Secretary: Jim Tyrrell, jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net   
Treasurer: Jim Ray, jabray71@hotmail.com  
Marketing Director: Mark McClellan, mark@mcclellanaudio.com  
Newsletter Publisher: Raymond Cady, cadyraymond1@gmail.com, 
Webmaster: Dorothy Cady, dcady1@gmail.com  

OKVRC Membership 
You’re invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by attending and 
signing up at a meeting or swap meet, or by mailing your Name, Address, Email 
Address and phone number to: Secretary, OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest 
City, OK, 73140. For 2025, membership is free.  

mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:jrcradio@cox.net
mailto:dcady1@gmail.com
mailto:jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jabray71@hotmail.com
mailto:mark@mcclellanaudio.com
mailto:cadyraymond1@gmail.com
mailto:dcady1@gmail.com
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