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From President Jim Collings 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!  I wish for everyone to have a prosperous year in 2025! 
 
If you missed the OKVRC Christmas party last month, you missed out. It was 
a fun event, held at my home. We had good food and fellowship, and we 
played and sang a lot of Christmas songs and other musical selections to top 
off the enjoyable evening. The gift exchange was fun with quite a variety of 
gifts, food items, radio restoration items, records, and modern radio 
recreations. The attendance was slightly down for this event, so we had more 
food than needed, and quite a bit went home with attendees. Thanks to those 
who brought desserts. 
 
Our next meeting is on January 11th at the Golden Corral, 1501 S Sooner 
Road, in Oklahoma City, OK 73110. The meeting officially starts at about 7 
PM after most attendees have had time to eat dinner and have dessert. We 
will continue with letters of the alphabet for our meeting topic. This month 
bring your radio items made by a manufacturer that begins with the letter D. 
The ones I can think of are DuMont,  Daven, DeForest, DeWald, and 
Dictogrand, but there are many others. It should allow for a wide variety of 
items, and a lot of fun. Also, please remember to bring something for the 
auction. 
 
Next month, I’ll put together a list of all the upcoming major meets, so you can 
plan a vacation around them. This month, check out the on-line auction by Jim 
Sargent. It will be on January 25th. Purchased items can be shipped, but 
normally I have things to pick up and could bring back smaller items. There 
are always many interesting items available in the auction, so check it out.  
 
See you at the January meeting. 

     Jim Collings 
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December Report, Jim Tyrrell 

Ready or not, we are in 2025 already! It seems as we get older, the years just 
seem to fly past so quickly, it’s a little scary. I was trying to explain this to one 
of my young co-workers at Northrop. I said, time is like a cassette tape, it 
spins faster as we get towards the end. He said, “What’s a cassette tape?” 
He’d never had one. Hell, I remember 8-Tracks in my car! All the more 
important that we all try to slow down a bit and enjoy the good things in life 
while we can. And there are few events that I look forward to more each year 
then the annual OKVRC Christmas Party. As always everyone who made it 
had a wonderful time! 
 
Jim and Julie Collings once again opened their lovely Edmond home for the 
Christmas party. Guests began arriving around six PM, and enjoyed wine and 
conversation while waiting for others to arrive. While we had a smaller turnout 
this year, we got to see a few members we haven’t seen recently, or are and 
some new to the club. Along with dinner, we were able to enjoy a 
demonstration Jim gave of some of the best items in his collection. A big 
favorite of everyone’s is Jim’s 1925 Reproducing Piano, a miniature Grand 
style that plays using a player piano roll mechanism in a drawer. A 
Reproducing Piano sounds better than a conventional player piano since it is 
capable of reproducing the sounds created by both the keys and the three foot 
pedals. Jim also gave us a demo of several of his large collection of music 
boxes, juke boxes, and wind-up phonographs. I’ve seen these instruments 
demonstrated several times before, but seeing these masterpieces working as 
well as the day they were built never grows old. Many of us also went upstairs 
to see the rest of Jim’s vast collection of vintage radios that he has displayed 
across several rooms. 
 
A Soon it was time for dinner. Something different this time, our meal was 
catered by Olive Garden! Who doesn’t love Italian food? It was delicious, plus 
there was lot of leftovers, I ate for three days on what I took home. We also 
enjoyed one of several deserts available, no one went home hungry. We have 
used several caterers over the years, but this was a treat. I’m vote for using 
Olive Garden next year, too! 
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After desert and coffee, it was time to once again play the “Dirty Santa” game. 
Each guest had brought along a small wrapped gift, when our number was 
called we picked a gift and opened it, or could “steal” a gift that someone else 
had already opened. There were some very fun gifts, and a few got “stolen” 
more the once. I brought home a little Bluetooth speaker, styled to resemble a 
thirties plastic table radio. 
 
We finished up an unforgettable evening with our usual guitar jam session. 
Some traditional Christmas carols were played, along with many Rock and 
Folk favorites. This musical program is my favorite part of the Christmas party, 
and I didn’t want it to end. It was fairly late when we all packed up our gifts 
and dinner leftovers and said our goodbyes. It was, as always, a fantastic 
evening. Thanks, Jim and Julie, for once again showing us all such a great 
time!    

     Jim Tyrrell 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

HLARA Christmas Party 

Our sister club in Tulsa, HLARA, held their 2024 Christmas Party at the 
Asbury church, 6767 South Mingo Road. The church graciously allows the 
organization to use their facility not only for the Christmas party, but also for 
an annual swap meet and monthly meetings.  
 
We, Raymond and Dorothy Cady, also HLARA members, attended the party 
and had a delightful time. Everyone is always kind and friendly, and they’re 
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pretty good Christmas carol singers, too. Most all of the Dirty Santa gifts were 
too good to part with; there weren’t more than a couple of steals during the 
whole party. One of my favorite parts about the gifting is the special rule they 
have that requires you to bring something you already have at home, as long 
as it is complete, even if it doesn’t work. The chef (and yes, he is a chef) 
prepared a delicious meal that included turkey, dressing, mashed potatoes, 
and much more. Plus, the Chef went all out with individual desserts that were 
five-star-restaurant quality in both looks and taste. YUM! Even with around 30 
people attending, all of us were well fed. A big thank you to HLARA. 
 
In case you did not know, HLARA does not have dues, does have tons of 
accumulated knowledge and experience that they freely share, are terrific 
people to get to know, and if you are interested, welcomes new members. 

Classifieds 

 Custom Laser Printing OFFERED by Rick at Black85vette@gmail.com 
 Radio Repair and Restoration, and Radio AM Transmitters OFFERED 

by Ray and Dorothy Cady at 405-820-8014 or 
cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

 Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items WANTED by Dale Boyce at 
radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com or call (414) 840-4146 

 Tube and Tube-type Amplifiers WANTED by Jim Collings at (405) 755-
4139 or jrcradio@cox.net 

 Old Comics WANTED by Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, Glendale, CA 
91221 

Happy Birthday to Our January Members 

 

 


