
 

 

 

 
  

 

Summer has arrived, and it’s too hot to stay outside for 

long. But it should be cool inside at our next meeting. It’s 

on Saturday, July 13th at the Golden Corral, 101 S. 

Sooner Road, Del City, OK. The meal will begin at 6 PM 

with the meeting starting at 7. Our meeting topic is  

4-track, as decided at our last meeting. But I am 

expanding that to include any recorders using tape or 

wire, and the associated cartridges and tapes they used. 

That expansion should give us more to talk about, and 

hopefully more items that can be brought to display. 

 

 
Microphones from the June 
2024 meeting. 
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President’s Column 

This is a topic that we have not explored previously, so it should be interesting. Please 

remember to bring something for the donation auction held at the end of the program. 

 The next large upcoming radio meet will be the ARCI Radiofest, August 2nd and 3rd 

at the Medina Shriners in Addison, Illinois. It is always a great meet with a Friday night 

auction, Saturday swap meet, and some interesting programs. It is only 800 miles to 

Chicago, so it is not too far to go. This is one of my favorite meets, as there will be people 

from the Midwest, Texas, Arkansas and Kansas, as well as collectors from the East Coast. 

So, I’m always happy to see friends, and some of our former members who have moved 

away. It is worth attending. The Hilton Garden Inn is across the parking lot from the meet, 

so everything is convenient. Check out their website at antique-radios.org for more details. 

 I attended the Tulsa club’s annual HLRA Summer Sizzler meet in Tulsa last month. 

It was a good meet, with good attendance, including members of the public who came to 

check it out later in the morning. I took a few things for the contest and won a few ribbons, 

but there was a lot of competition. Impressive items were two different Peter Pan 

cathedrals, an interesting audio amplifier made from all Pilot parts, and a rare Wilcox Gay 

~ Continued on Page 2 ~ 
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 President’s Column Cont’d  
 deco wooden tombstone set. I sold a few sets that I took, and purchased a few things 

that I liked. Lunch was served, followed by ice cream, one of the highlights of the 

meet. Everyone should try to attend next year. 

 See you at our next meeting with your recording equipment and something for 

the donation auction. 

Jim Collings 

2024 seems to be just flying by. Am I the only one who gets that feeling? 

Probably not. It seems just yesterday I got back from my trip to Hawaii last Christmas, 

now we are halfway through the year. We will be in 2025 before you know it. Summer 

here in Oklahoma has been hot at you might expect, but a couple of weeks ago we 

got a surprise evening storm which blasted the state with several inches of rain and 

near hurricane force winds in just a few hours! It knocked almost every pear off of my 

backyard tree, before any could ripen. Never a dull moment with OK weather! 

It was a pleasant, warm day as about ten or so OKVRC members met at the 

Golden Corral Buffet in Midwest City for our usual second Saturday of the month club 

meeting.  As always the food offerings were numerous and excellent. A bunch of 

people had moved into our regular room, so we had to relocate to the next room 

down. Fortunately, we had that one to ourselves.  

After dinner Club president Jim Collings called the meeting to order, and brought 

us up to date on upcoming events, as well as club business. We then got started on 

the evening’s program: Microphones.  

The development of microphones enabled for the first time in history for sound to 

be converted to electrical energy that could be then recorded for posterity, amplified to 

deafening levels, and transmitted long distances over wires or radio waves. Without  

~ Continued on Page 4 ~ 
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 In Earlier News . . . 
Dorothy Cady 

We have transitioned the OKVRC newsletter from a full edition each month to a full 

edition each quarter, and in between have sent out a brief edition of the newsletter in 

email form to keep everyone updated. Recognizing that some members may have 

missed those newsletters, and because we now will have only quarterly newsletters to 

upload to our website, the quarterly newsletter will now also include an “In Earlier 

News” column to reiterate key points from the first two monthly Broadcast Briefs emails 

for that quarterly Broadcast News. 

June 2024 

Our June regular meeting was on June 8th at the Golden Corral. 

The topic for the meeting was microphones. 

The Tulsa club held their HLARA Summer Sizzler swap meet in on Saturday, June 

22th at the Asbury Church in Tulsa. 

Jim and Julie Collins attended the Northland Antique Radio Club Radio Daze in 

Plymouth, MN, in June and stated that it was an enjoyable meet! 

 

May 2024 

May 2024 was an eventful month for radio swap meets. May's swap meets 

included: May 10-11, 2024 DVHRC Antiques Radio Show Kutztown, PA; May 18. 2024 

VRPS Swap Meet Irving, TX; and May 17-18, 2024 NARC Radio Daze Plymouth, MN. 

 

Something to Say 

Do you have something you would like to share with the rest of OKVRC's members? If 

you want to thank a member for something special, or you found a great buy on a rare 

radio, or you have a significant event upcoming, or anything else you want to share, 

please feel free to send an email to the Broadcast News editor 

(cadyraymond1@gmail.com). Use "Something to Say OKVRC" in the subject line, and 

then say what you want to say. Of course, please be nice and respectful to others.  
 

It was with great sadness that we shared with you the passing of Alexandra 

McLellan, spouse of long-time member and former newsletter editor, Dale 

McLellan, at her home in San Antonio, Texas. She is and will always be very much 

missed. On a happier note, Dale has decided to move back up to the 

Edmond/Oklahoma City area sometime within the next 12 months, and will once 

again be an active part of the OKVRC. We all are looking forward to seeing him. 
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Report for the OKVRC June 8th 2024 meeting cont’d 

Jim Tyrrell 
microphones, there would be no telephones, radios, sound for TV or movies, recorded 

music or voice in any form except primitive acoustic recordings. Clearly, the microphone 

is one of the most important inventions in history. 

 Alexander Graham Bell and Emile Berliner developed a couple of early 

microphones around 1876-1877 but the first practical microphone using a carbon disk 

was invented by Francis Blake. It worked well in telephones but lacked the frequency 

response need for quality musical recordings. In the century since the first Carbon 

microphones were invented, a wide range of improvements have been made to the 

technology. Condenser, Ribbon, Dynamic, and Piezoelectric microphones were 

developed, and more recently, microphones using fiber optics, lasers, and silicon. 

Microphones range in size from tiny devices embedded into many everyday items like 

cell phones and hearing aids to large devices used in recording studios. Some models 

of the large microphones seen in so many photos of certain celebrities like Edward R. 

Murrow or Elvis Presley have become associated with them. Today, most of the 

microphones used on stage or in the TV news programs are small, wireless units well 

hidden, but they are surely there! 

Jim Collings brought in a wonderful assortment of microphones from his collection 

to share; I probably missed a few here. We got to see a Western Electric387W 

microphone suspended on springs inside a 1A case, also a model 600A on a stand. 

This unit had the call letters of station “KWK” on it. Many microphones uses in early 

radio and TV stations displayed their call letters on their microphones. We also saw an 

Atlas Universal microphone used up to about World War II. Jim also displayed an RCA 

441 ribbon mic which is a distinctive trapezoidal shape. Also we got to see a RCA 77; 

“medicine cup” shaped mic, and a Wester Electric 639P, also a RCA RA1142, a large 

type used on overhead booms. Jim also showed an Altec 633, an Electro Voice 

“machine age” design, A Brush omni-directional mic, a Western Electric 618A dynamic 

mic, and a Shure 55 from the fifties, a model often seen in photos with Elvis Presley. 

Jim brought in a lot of microphones, and I probably missed a few.  

Club member Elena brought in a couple of items from her collection to share. We 

saw some early headphones from the twenties up through WWII, and some aviation 

headsets (including microphones) which allowed airmen to communicate “hands free” 

We even got to see a modern USB compatible Blue Sodion microphone. Perfect for 

making those You Tube videos!  

~ Continued on Page 5 ~ 
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We finished off a fun evening with our usual donation auction. A Grundig tape recorder, 

several boxes of parts and flats of tubes, a Philco tube radio, some vintage Popular 

Mechanics magazines, a portable jump starter-air compressor unit, a tiny BW TV with AM-

FM radio, a clock radio with a telephone, and a few other odds and ends. Everything went 

very cheap except a box of tubes that brought $12. 

Thanks to all who came, especially to Jim for bringing in his awesome microphone 

collection. It was a great program. Please come next month! 

Jim Tyrrell  

Classifieds 
 SERVICES 

Custom Laser Cutting 
Need felt for a platen, a wood 

speaker grill, an escutcheon? 

Contact Rick for information at 

Black85vette@gmail.com. 

 

SERVICES 

Radio Repair/Restoration 
Quality work. Reasonable 

prices. For chassis repair and 

cabinet restoration contact 

Ray and Dorothy Cady at 

405-820-8014 or 

cadyraymond1@gmail.com. 

WANTED 

Tubes &Tube-type 

Amplifiers 
Contact Jim Collings at 

(405) 755-4139 or 

jrcradio@cox.net. Meet me 

by appointment at 14704 

Carlingford Way, Edmond, 

OK.73013 

WANTED 

Briggs & Stratton 

(BASCO) radio items 
Crystal radio, tube sockets, 

A-B-C power supplies, 

radio advertising, boxed 

parts,and  promotional 

items. Dale Boyce  at 

radioman.boyce.dale@gm

ail.com or (414) 840-4146. 

FOR SALE 

AM Transmitter 
With only one plug-and-
play AM transmitter, you 
can send your favorite 
music and podcasts via 
Bluetooth, flash drive or 
SD card to any radio. FM 
tuner included. 
cadyraymond1@gmail.com  
 

WANTED 
We Buy Old Comics 

Send list of available 
comics to Dan Giddings, 
PO Box 3961, Glendale, 
CA 91221. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO OUR JULY MEMBERS! 
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About OKVRC 
Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes 

the Broadcast News to share historical information, and 

provide enjoyment for club members and friends.  

  We like to keep up with our members and always 

welcome submissions of articles on subjects of interest to 

radio collectors and restorers, and club activities news. 

Please send articles to:  
  OKVRC News Editor                      or email to: 

  PO BOX 50625 

  Midwest City, OK 73140 

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted 

freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. An 

electronic copy of most articles can be obtained from the 

editor of the Broadcast News. 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
You’re invited to join us in our celebration of 

Vintage Radio by attending and signing up at a 

meeting or swap meet, or by mailing your $15 annual 

membership fee check to: OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, 

Midwest City, OK, 73140. 

OKVRC EDITOR 

Broadcast News 

PO BOX 50625 

Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 

 

cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

OKVRC BOARD MEMBERS 
President: 
Jim Collings: jrcradio@cox.net 

Vice-President & Webmaster: 

Dorothy Cady: dcady1@gmail.com 

 Secretary: 

Jim Tyrrell jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net  

 Treasurer: 

Jim Ray: jabray71@hotmail.com 

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF 

Editors:  
 Raymond & Dorothy Cady:  
 cadyraymond1@gmail.com  

 

WEBSITE & MEETING INFO 

www.OKVRC.org 

Meetings are at 6 PM on the second 
Saturday of each month (except April 
and Oct.) at Golden Corral,   
  1501 S. Sooner Rd. OKC 73110 
We hold Swap Meets in April and 
October in the Mustang Recreation  
Center, Mustang, OK.  


