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restoration is required. It should be an interesting topic. At the end of the meeting we will
have our usual donation auction. So bring something to donate.

Our next swap meet will be held at the Mustang Community Center, 1204 N
Mustang Rd. Mustang, OK 73064, on April 13th, beginning at 8 AM. With this new location
we hope to revive interest in our club, and gain some new active members. The key to this
may be in getting publicity out early and often to promote the event. We will have the swap
meet on-going through the whole event, plus the silent auction, raffle drawing, and main
auction. We will not have the contest this time, reserving it for the October meet. Also we
are not planning any presentations for this our first meet here. We expect to be finished by
noon. Several members have indicated that they have a lot of radios and equipment that
they plan to bring to the meet. So make your plans and start deciding what to bring. There
will be more details available in the next Broadcast News.

~ Continued on Page 2 ~



Page 2 of 8 Broadcast News March 2024

President’s Column Cont’d

Speaking of deciding what to bring, Julie and | just got back from Granbury, Tx, where
we picked up the items | won in Jim Sargent’s recent auction of the Collection of Bob Diggs.
| won a lot of early items, with some being duplicates, so | have a lot of decisions to make
and will have a lot of sets available at the swap meet. More of this collection will be sold
ending March 23", so check out the on-line auction then.

See you at the Golden Corral, and bring some donation items!

Jim Collings, President

Happy Birthday to our March Members!

GBI AL Lk il g
Introducing Gene Vickery

“Gene Vickery has long been fascinated with the inner workings of all things
electronic. As a child of 4 or 5, he would go to the store with his father and desire
nothing more than for his father to buy him yet another extension cord to take apart.
Gene says he loved taking things apart and if he was able to put them back
together, he only did it so he could have the chance to take them apart again!”

“Gene also adored chemistry, graduating from The University of Tulsa with a
BA, BS and BC. Gene and his wife, Annette, married in June 1971 and he
ultimately spent many years working as a laboratory chemist for a downtown Tulsa
refinery while Annette taught school.”

“In addition to Gene’s Gideon work in the community, he is a member of the
American Theater Organ Society, Tulsa Chapter, helping them keep their pipe
organ in good repair.”

Having known Gene as President and member of the HLARA in Tulsa for
several years now, |, Dorothy Cady, can tell you that Gene himself best states his
humble approach to audio, (and in my opinion, to life): “I only wanted folks to hear
the sound, not see me.” But at March’s meeting, we will get both.
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Page 3 of 8 Broadcast News March 2024

February 10" Meeting Report
Jim Tyrrell

We are already in February of 2024 here in Oklahoma, with March
just around the corner. Tomorrow will be February 29", wait, did | get
that right? Yes it's a “leap” year, so we get an extra day. Will | get an
extra day’s pay at work? | doubt it. But as if to celebrate the extra day,
the daffodils in my front yard are in full bloom a few days early. They
are always the first heralds of spring in my yard. | planted a few bulbs

when | first moved here from CA, now dozens bloom each year.

It was a nice spring day as about ten or so OKVRC members met at the Golden
Corral Buffet in Midwest City for our usual second Saturday of the month club meeting.
As always the food offerings were numerous and excellent. | usually eat only a snack for
breakfast and no lunch on meeting day, | like to get my money’s worth!

After dinner Club president Jim Collings called the meeting to order, and brought us up
to date on upcoming events, as well as club business, and a friendly reminder to pay our
club dues if you didn’t pay at the Christmas party. We then got started on the evening’s
program: Crosley radios.

If you have been in the club for a few years of more, you probably remember that
we have done a Crosley program once or twice before. Why not? In some form, the
Crosley company has been around for over a hundred years. They made not only
radios, phonographs, and televisions, but also made refrigerators, freezers, automobiles
and more. While the original company has been gone since 1956, the company was
revived under new owners in the seventies and offers a wide range of nostalgia themed
radios, phonographs, jukeboxes, appliances and other home electronics under the
Crosley name. They even sell furniture for home entertainment systems, and patio
furniture. Like the original company founded by Powell Crosley, they aren’t afraid to
branch out into new product lines.

Powell Crosley Jr. was born in 1886. He got started in the radio business in 1921
when he wanted to buy a radio for his young son. Disappointed by the high prices, he
built his own for $35, much less than a factory built set. He saw the potential market for a
line of simple, inexpensive radios; he referred to them as the “Model T of Radio”. Soon
his new factory in Cincinnati was turning out thousands of radios a week. Crosley soon
began offering higher end radio receivers, including floor models, as well as
phonographs and eventually, televisions. Crosley also started radio station WLW. At one
time it was the most powerful station in the country; it is still on the air today. Not
surprisingly, he became one of the richest men in the country as well. Crosley sold his
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Meeting Report Cont’d

electronics business to AVCO in 1945, which ran it until its closure in 1956. Crosley
continued to sell other products, such as his famous, and underappreciated compact
cars. He even pioneered such items as fax machines and snowmobiles. Crosley died
in 1961.

Our club members brought in some Crosley radios to share, mostly the small,
early sets (1922 to 1925). Jim C. and Jim T. have many of the same early sets, so
there were some duplicates. Some of the early sets were sold under the “Ace” name
but were identical to the Crosley brand sets. Jim C. brought in a model VI, an early
model with porcelain tube sockets. | brought in a later model IV with spider web coils.

Jim showed us an Ace model V Ace, the same as my Crosley model. Jim also
showed a rare Ace two-stage amplifier. By 1924 Crosley had stopped using Roman
numerals in its model numbers. Jim and | both brought in model 51 and model 52 sets;
these have two and three tubes respectively. Jim also showed us two more rare
amplifiers, 51A one tube and a 52A two tube model. ~ Continued on Page 5 ~

CLASSIFIEDS
Services Wanted For Sale
Custom Laser Cutting Tubes &Tube-type Amplifiers AM Transmitter
Need felt for a platen, a Contact Jim Collings at Play anything wirelessly on
wood speaker grill, an (405) 755-4139 or any AM radio with only one
escutcheon? Contact Rick || ircradio@cox.net. Meet me || plug-and-play AM transmitter.
for nformaton at by sppoiniment at 14704 ~ | Bluetoon. flash drve and SD
Black85vette@gmail.com . 8?(”'7%%:?? Way, Edmond, tuner included. Contact Ray at
e cadyraymond1@gmail.com.
Radio Repair/Restoration Briggs & Stratton
Quality work. Reasonable (BASCO) radio items
prices. For chassis repair Crystal radio, tube sockets, A- Wanted
and cabinet restoration B-C power supplies, radio We Buy Old Comics
contact Ray and Dorory | advrtang boved gaiana, | Sond et of avaleble comics
Cady at 405-820-8014 or ! - ( o Dan Giddings, 0X
cadyraymond1@gmail.com. | fadiomanboyee. caie@amallc | 3961, Glendale, CA 91221.
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| showed a 1924 Triridyne three tube reflex / regenerative model, these sets
came in larger cabinets and marked the beginning of Crosley using conventional
tuning condensers instead of the simple “book” style tuners used on most of their
earlier sets. Jim C. also showed us a model 429 five tube set and a model 550 with a
metal chassis. Fast forwarding out of the twenties and into the thirties, | showed a
Crosley compact five-tube table model 516 from around 1935. Wrapping up our
Crosley night, and I’'m sure it won’t be our last, club member David Stell displayed a
red plastic model T60 Crosley radio from 1956, the year the original Crosley line went
out of production.

We finished off a fun evening with our usual donation auction. A vintage lamp
fixture, some high voltage fuse holders, an old padlock, a parts cabinet with 18
drawers, a radio power transformer, a coin box out of a Seeburg Juke box, and a few
other odds and ends found new homes. Everything went very cheap.

Thanks to all who came, it was a great program. Please come next month!

Jim Tyrrell
=y
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Spring 2024 Swap Meet Flyer

Mustang Community Center, Conference Center, Ballroom A

1201 N. Mustang Road, Mustang, OK
Sponsored by Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC)

Saturday, April 13, 2024, 8:30 a.m. to Noon

FREE Schedule

: : 8:00 a.m. Vendor setup
Admlss'.lon 8:30 a.m. Open to the Public
Donuts 8:30 a.m. Silent auction begins
Fresh Coffee 10:00 a.m. Silent auction ends

) . 10:30 a.m. Raffle & door prize
Appraisals on your radio || drawings . .
- . . 10:45 a.m. Live auction of vintage
Radio Repair Estimates || /agios and items
Friend|y Conversation 11:30 a.m. Vendor cleanup begins
. . 12:00 p.m. Swap meet ends
Radio Demonstrations

Door Prizes

Take a chance to Wl a fully restored and working 1935 Grunow 580 vintage
radio. Raffle Tickets will be available for purchase at the front desk.
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Mustang I

Recreation Center
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1935 Grunow 580 radio.
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Our New Swap Meet Venue

The Mustang Conference
Center is located in the
Mustang Recreation Center.
It is on the south end of the
connecting buildings. It truly
is the hub of the town. To
access Conference Room A,
enter through the red brick
building on the South side
and cross the hallway.

About the Mustang Town Center

When we call this a Town Center, we mean that in every sense of the word. This is a center
of activity for every age in our community.

The Library has a computer center with internet access and a children’s storytime and
reading area. Please check the schedule for the many new learning and activity programs
offered in this facility.

Include in the Recreation Center are several gymnasiums, cardio alcove, weight room,
walking track, game room, climbing wall, and group fitness room. Activities for all ages are
offered in the center, including group fitness and drop-in childcare.

We are very proud of the large 55+Active Adult Center. There are several activities,
including Bingo. card and domino games, guest speakers, wellness clinics, and exercises.
There is also a lounge for relaxing and a craft/activities area.

N

There are various rooms available in our Conference Center, banquet facilities, meeting
room, and classrooms. Rent one room for a business meeting or bridal shower or the whole
facility for conferences or wedding

4

The Mustang Town Center resides on the North end of the 158 acre Wild Horse Park. It is
surrounded by the WHP Sports complex, a family-orientated aquatic facility, and large
playground areas for children.
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About OKVRC
Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes
the Broadcast News to share historical information, and
provide enjoyment for club members and friends.

We like to keep up with our members and always
welcome submissions of articles on subjects of interest to
radio collectors and restorers, and club activities news.
Please send articles to:

OKVRC News Editor
PO BOX 50625
Midwest City, OK 73140
Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted
freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. An
electronic copy of most articles can be obtained from the
editor of the Broadcast News.

or email to:
cadyraymond1@amail.com

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

You're invited to join us in our celebration of
Vintage Radio by attending and signing up at a
meeting or swap meet, or by mailing your $15 annual
membership fee check to: OKVRC, PO BOX 50625,
Midwest City, OK, 73140.

OKVRC EDITOR

Broadcast News

PO BOX 50625

Midwest City, OK 73140-5625

OKVRC BOARD MEMBERS
President:
Jim Collings: jrcradio@cox.net

Vice-President & Webmaster:

Dorothy Cady: dcady1@gmail.com
Secretary:

Jim Tyrrell jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer:

Jim Ray: jabray71@hotmail.com

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF

Editors:

Raymond & Dorothy Cady:
cadyraymond1@gmail.com

WEBSITE & MEETING INFO

www.OKVRC.org

Meetings are at 6 PM on the second
Saturday of each month (except April
and Oct.) at Golden Corral,

1501 S. Sooner Rd. OKC 73110
We hold Swap Meets in April and
October in the Mustang Recreation
Center, Mustang, OK.




