
 

 

 

 
  

 

This month’s meeting will be at the Golden Corral, 101 S 

Sooner Rd, Del City, OK, on Saturday February 11th. The 

meeting starts around 7 PM with dinner before. This will be a 

Crosley night. We haven’t featured Crosley at a meeting for 

many years, so it might be nice to re-visit this manufacturer. 

They made radios from the early 1920’s up thru the 1960’s. 

They also made automobiles and refrigerators. So, bring all 

of your Crosleys for us to see at the meeting. I have many of 

the early sets, so hopefully others can bring some newer 

examples. It should be a fun meeting. Also, please remember 

to bring something for the donation auction. If you haven’t 

paid you annual dues, the low $15 membership fee can be 
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President’s Column 

      sent to the club’s PO Box, or paid at the meeting. 

 
Now is the time to plan vacation time for the year. There is a list of radio events on the 

next page of this newsletter. It’s not too early to get ready for our big spring meet. It will be 

on April 13th at the Mustang Community Center. (Note the move from Midwest City.) We  

hope that the nicer facility will increase participation. 

Jim Collings, President    

1.Vika Glitter-Pixabay.com 
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 2024 Antique Radio Events 
 March 16, 2024            VRPS Spring Auction   Irving, TX 

March 21-23, 2024 Carolina Chapter-AWA Meet  Charlotte, NC  
April 13, 2024  OKVRC Spring Swap Meet  Mustang, OK 
May 10-11, 2024  DVHRC Antiques Radio Show  Kutztown, PA 
May 18. 2024  VRPS Swap Meet    Irving, TX 
May 17-18, 2024  NARC Radio Daze   Plymouth, MN 
August, 2-3, 2024 ARCI Radiofest  Addison, IL  
Sept. 20-21, 2024  DVHRC Antiques Radio Show  Kutztown, PA 
Sept. 21, 2024  VRPS Fall Swap Meet   Irving, TX 
Oct.  1-5, 2024  AWA Conference    Rochester, NY 
October 12, 2024  OKVRC Fall Swap Meet   Mustang, OK 
Nov. 15-17 2024  VRPS Fall Convention   Richardson, TX 
 

 Happy Birthday to our February Members!
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 January Meeting Report 
Jim Tyrrell 

 
 

 

It was, without a doubt, the coldest day in my life in which I have ever ventured out 

of doors for anything other than work, period. But I hate to miss an OKVRC meeting, and 

while the air was bitterly cold (6 to 9 degrees, without factoring in the wind chill), the 

roads were dry and safe to travel on, so I decided to go for it. Surprisingly, we had about 

9 to 10 people make it to the Golden Corral Buffet in Midwest City. We even had two 

visitors, Dan and Mark, from our sister club in Tulsa. That takes dedication to come all 

that way in this cold! 

The restaurant was uncrowded and quieter than usual, and the food was, as 

always, excellent and varied. Our group was very well fed by the time our Club 

President, Jim Collings, called the meeting to order. The topic of the night’s program 

was: Plastic Radios.  

Plastic is so ubiquitous in our daily lives (and throw away plastic is a major 

environmental problem) that we forget that plastic has only been a common item in the 

last 100-125 years or so.  

Plastic has been used in radios since its inception because it can be molded into 

convenient shapes for many parts (knobs, tube sockets and coil forms are some 

examples), and also because it has excellent insulation characteristics. But cabinets for 

radios were always made of wood (or occasionally metal) until the early thirties when a 

wide range of plastic materials began to be molded into cabinets for tabletops and later 

for portable radios. One of the great things about plastic is that since it can be molded 

into an infinite variety of shapes, its usage has led to the creation of literally thousands of 

different beautiful and imaginative radio cabinet styles, many of which survive to grace 

the homes of radio collectors today.  

One of the first plastic materials Jim discussed was Repwood, which is just 

sawdust and glue pressed into a mold. The cabinets of the Crosley “Buddy Boy” 

cathedral radios of the early thirties were made of Repwood. Repwood is also used to 

make trim items on wood cabinets. Since it is always finished to resemble wood, people 

often mistake it for that, but if it’s from a mold; it is plastic.  (Continued on Page 4.) 

 

Happy new year! As we rang in 2024, we also welcomed in some very 

cold weather. Temperatures in the single digits, ice storms, even a bit 

of snow. Having just returned from a Christmas trip to Hawaii with my 

eldest brother and his family (my first visit to the islands) coming back 

to winter in the Midwest was hard to do. But Oklahoma has been my 

home since 1998, and I’m not going anywhere! 



 
    

 

 Page 4 of 8 Broadcast News   February 2024 

Jan. Meeting Report (Continued) 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Services 

Custom Laser Cutting 
Need felt for a platen, a 
wood speaker grill, an 
escutcheon? Contact Rick 
for information at 
Black85vette@gmail.com . 
 
 

Radio Repair/Restoration 
Quality work. Reasonable 
prices. For chassis repair 
and cabinet restoration 
contact Ray and Dorothy 
Cady at 405-820-8014 or 
cadyraymond1@gmail.com. 

Wanted 
Tubes &Tube-type Amplifiers 
Contact Jim Collings at 
(405) 755-4139 or 
jrcradio@cox.net. Meet me 
by appointment at 14704 
Carlingford Way, Edmond, 
OK.73013 

Briggs & Stratton 
(BASCO) radio items  

Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-
B-C power supplies, radio 
advertising, boxed parts,and  
promotional items.Dale Boyce  
radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.c
om or call (414) 840-4146. 

For Sale 
AM Transmitter 

Play anything wirelessly on 
any AM radio with only one  
plug-and-play AM transmitter. 
Bluetooth, flash drive and SD 
card slots, and built-in FM 
tuner included. Contact Ray at 
cadyraymond1@gmail.com. 

Wanted 
We Buy Old Comics 

Send list of available comics 
to Dan Giddings, PO Box 
3961, Glendale, CA 91221. 
 

Next we discussed Bakelite, which is one of the most common plastics used in 

radios; it was the first commercialized plastic to be used. It is still used today (though 

not for radio cabinets), but for many other things. Bakelite is made by combining 

phenol and formaldehyde, and then pouring it into a mold (usually made of lead) where 

it will harden by chemical reaction. It was not unusual for sawdust or asbestos fibers to 

be added as filler. Bakelite’s most common radio cabinet colors are black and brown. 

 Plaskon (as opposed to Bakelite) became popular in the thirties and forties; it is 

made from molded urea. It is most often used for light colored cabinets. Beetle is 

Plaskon where a white based color is mottled or swirled with other colors.  

Polystyrene (C8H8) came along in the early fifties; it is naturally clear but can be 

made in a wide range of colors. It is also shinier than Bakelite. (Continued on Page 5.) 

January is our dues collection month. If that got past you until now, it’s 

not too late! You can still send your $15 annual dues payment to our 

Post Office Box. We wouldn’t want you to miss upcoming issues of our 

newsletter in the mail or online.  

   Treasurer’s Report 

 
If you haven’t already, please mail your annual dues payment to:  

 

Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors 

PO Box 50625 

Midwest City, OK 73140 
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Meeting Report (Continued) 

Tenite is another plastic material that was formerly used in radio cabinets. It 
unfortunately has a tendency to shrink, warp, and become very brittle over time.  

Catalin is a translucent poured resin that was used in some small radio 
cabinets. Many of these were brightly colored with swirl patterns. Surviving Catlin 
radios are both rare and valuable.  

Nylon came along in the fifties for some small handheld transistor portables. It 
was often advertised as “unbreakable.”  

Now that we have a basic understanding of the types of plastics used in radio 
cabinets, let’s discuss what our members brough to show for the meeting. As there 
were many, the following is a sample rather than an exhaustive list of what members 
brought in to share. 

Jim Collings brought in several plastic sets 
including a red and white General Electric radio 
from the fifties with an atomic energy symbol. To 
show that plastic is used for a wide range of radio 
parts other than cabinets, Jim also showed us a 
Garrard turntable tone arm made from white 
Bakelite, and a most beautiful Catlin radio. 

Your club secretary brought in several small 
plastic table radios dating from the early forties 
through the mid-fifties. These included Bakelite 
examples from Philco, GE, Westinghouse FADA 
and Zenith.  

Jim Ray brought in a very special radio 
consisting of a lot of plastic componants—a Zenith 
Transoceanic Royal 7000Y portable radio. These 
solid state Transoceanic radios are much rarer 
than most of the earlier tube models. Jim picked 
this up at last November’s VPRS auction for a 
song because it didn’t work. He restored it to 
working condition by simply reseating some plug-
in transistors!   

We finished up our evening with our usual 
donation auction, though we only had a few items 
this month. A Silvertone Stratobeam antenna, a 
speaker and some grill cloth, a box of assorted 
antenna insulators (including some made of  

~ Continued on Page 6 ~ 

2. Jim Collings' Catlin radio. 

(It's definitely a beauty.) 

 
3. Jim Tyrrell discussing his 

different plastic radios. 
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clear glass), a box of tubes, and a lightning arrestor made of an attractive blue 
porcelain all went to new homes.  

Thanks to everyone who braved the extreme cold and came. It should be a lot 
warmer for February’s meeting. I’ll see you there! 

 Jim Tyrrell 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Jim Tyrrell’s Capehart Polystyrene radio.  

 

 

 
6. We were well fed and ready for the presentations. Jim Collings gave us a great deal of 

information about each of the types of plastics used in vintage and antique radios. Clockwise 

from front middle is Dorothy Cady, Raymond Cady, Jim Terrell, Julie Collings, Jim Collings, a   

David Caldwell, Mark Gabby (OSU shirt), Jim Ray, and Mark McClellan. 

 

Jan. Mtg. Report (Continued) 

 

 

5. Jim Collings’ Super Pee Wee 

Bakelite radio with a Beetle (marbled 

plaskon) plastic front. 
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Great News 

 We are happy to report that the Durango and Silverton Railroad Museum has 

received the Philco console radio that we donated to them! They are quite excited about 

it and grateful for OKVRC’s generosity. 

In a separate shipment, we also sent to them an AM Transmitter and a plaque to 

recognize OKVRC and some of its members who donated money, labor, or both to 

facilitate the donation.   

Many of you already know what a challenge, frustration, and danger of loss it can 

be to ship a console radio to anywhere. However, Raymond Cady discovered a very 

competent company that handled the packing and shipping. The Postal Annex at I-35 

and 15th in Edmond custom built a wooden crate for the console, wrapped it and 

padded it, and then facilitated the pickup and delivery by UPS. The manager at the 

museum called Raymond directly to let him know the radio had been safely delivered, 

and after tightening down one tube that had become a little loose, played the radio over 

the phone for Raymond to hear.  

The museum had planned a special place among their collection of vintage non-

train items (a manual typewriter being one example) for the radio to be displayed and 

played, and we are hoping they will send a photo our way when it is set up. 

While the radio and everything sent with it was donated by OKVRC, the museum 

willingly paid for the shipping. Now, we know that there are a lot of horror stories about 

shipping any radio, let alone a Philco console, but this one went so well that Raymond 

and Dorothy Cady are recommending that, if you feel so inclined to ship a radio, you 

consider taking it to the Postal Annex. The manager and all of the individuals working 

there are thoughtful and helpful and competent. 
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About OKVRC 
Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes 

the Broadcast News to share historical information, and 

provide enjoyment for club members and friends.  

  We like to keep up with our members and always 

welcome submissions of articles on subjects of interest to 

radio collectors and restorers, and club activities news. 

Please send articles to:  
  OKVRC News Editor                      or email to: 

  PO BOX 50625 

  Midwest City, OK 73140 

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted 

freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. An 

electronic copy of most articles can be obtained from the 

editor of the Broadcast News. 

 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
You’re invited to join us in our celebration of 

Vintage Radio by attending and signing up at a 

meeting or swap meet, or by mailing your $15 annual 

membership fee check to: OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, 

Midwest City, OK, 73140. 

OKVRC BOARD MEMBERS 
President: 
Jim Collings: jrcradio@cox.net 

Vice-President & Webmaster: 

Dorothy Cady: dcady1@gmail.com 

 Secretary: 

Jim Tyrrell jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net  

 Treasurer: 

Jim Ray: jabray71@hotmail.com 

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF 

Editors:  
 Raymond & Dorothy Cady:  
 cadyraymond1@gmail.com  

 

WEBSITE & MEETING INFO 

www.OKVRC.org 

Meetings are at 6 PM on the second 
Saturday of each month (except April 
and Oct.) at Golden Corral,   
  1501 S. Sooner Rd. OKC 73110 
We hold Swap Meets in April and 
October in the Mustang Recreation  
Center, Mustang, OK.  

OKVRC EDITOR 

Broadcast News 

PO BOX 50625 

Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 

 

cadyraymond1@gmail.com 


