
auction at the end of the meeting, so bring something to be sold to benefit the club. 
 At our August meeting, we need to have our annual election of officers, so if you would 
like to serve the club, please let me know. 
 July 15th is the HLARA Summer Sizzler. It is at the usual location, the Asbury Church, 
6767 S Mingo, Tulsa. The doors open at 8 for indoor swap meet setup, and the meet 
culminates with a donation auction after a light lunch. There is a contest with multiple 
categories, so there is a place for anything you bring to display. There are normally quite a 
few interesting and rare items. It is just a short trip to Tulsa, and well worth the trip. Everyone 
is encouraged to attend. I always enjoy this meet and bring home a load of different items 
than I took. For details, visit https://www.hlara.org/sizzler.html. 
 I just got the registration forms for the ARCI Radiofest in Addison, Illinois, August 4 and 
5th. This is one of the premier radio events in the country. It starts with a Friday night auction. 
Then there is the Saturday swap meet, which runs concurrently with several programs. There 
is a Saturday night banquet. I always come home with interesting things from the auction, 
and I take a lot of parts, etc. to share with others at the flea market. There are lots of early 
radio items in this area, so I always find interesting things at the flea market, leaving Julie to  

~ Continued on Page 3 ~ 

 
 
 

 
  

 

Well, it looks like the hot weather is here!  But don’t let it 
stop you from attending our next meeting on July 8th. It’s at 
the Golden Buffet, 1501 S Sooner Road, Del City, OK 
73110. The meeting officially starts at 7 PM with dinner 
before that at 6. This month’s topic will be radios made 
between 1935 and 1940. This era is sometimes referred to 
as the Golden Age of Radios. It includes many of the art 
deco designed sets, and is culminated with many of the 
highest quality sets manufactured. 1939 seems to be the 
peak of radio design innovation with influences from the 
New York and San Francisco World’s Fairs. Many of the 
most desirable in this era are consoles, but there are many 
table model sets of interest. The era marks the popularity of 
multiband sets with slide rule dials, and pushbutton tuning. It 
will be interesting to see what sets are brought to the 
meeting. Bring yours! As usual, there will be a donation  
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 June 2023 Meeting Report 

Jim Tyrrell 

We had a poor turn out last month because of the rain, but we had a better 
turnout this time, about twelve or so attendees, for our monthly meeting at the 
Golden Corral Buffet. We even had a visitor named John who stopped by with an 
RCA radio he had questions about. He is also a Pez collector, so I later sent him a 
B2 Bomber Pez dispenser, one of a few made on a 3D printer by Northrop-
Grumman, where I work. Unfortunately, when we arrived this month we found that 
our private room was occupied by a large family. Apparently, the staff at the 
restaurant didn’t save it for us, so we had to hold our meeting in the back corner of 
the main dining room.  

The food was, as always, excellent and varied. Our group was very well fed by 
the time Club President Jim Collings called the meeting to order. We discussed some 
recent and upcoming radio event, including the July 15th Summer Sizzler hosted by 
the Tulsa radio club. Several club members go every year; I am one of them and I 
always bring something nice home with me.  

The topic of the night’s program was: Aligning Superheterodyne Radios, 
presented by club member Mark McClellan. This was not a mere lecture; Mark also 
brought in test equipment and some working receivers to demonstrate the process. 
The noise level in the main dining room was a bit high, but Mark did a great job of 
delivering his program and giving us a very practical hands-on demonstration. 
Alignment of radios is kind of a mystery to new collectors, but this program showed 
us that anyone can do it. 

Mark started out his program giving a review of the basic building blocks of 
every Superheterodyne receiver: Antenna-Oscillator-Mixer-Intermediate Frequency-
Detector-First Audio Amplifier-Second Audio Amplifier-Loudspeaker. He then 
explained how a radio tuner is just an LC bandpass filter, and stations are tuned in by 
adjusting the C (capacitance), or occasionally the L (inductance) of the filter. He then 
went on to explain how the oscillator/mixer stage converts the signal to an interme-
diate frequency (typically 455Kc), which ends up at the detector. Next, Mark gave us 
some great practical demonstrations on how to align the various RF stages by ear, 
and more powerful techniques using a signal generator. The process is more detailed  

~Continued on Page 3~ 

 

Our ever changing Oklahoma weather is about as predictable as a 
poker hand. Last month, we were experiencing torrential rains, and I 
almost didn’t go, but made it. This was fortunate, since we got to see 
a fantastic collection of Adams-Morgan radios from the early 1920’s! 
This month, the weather is much nicer. I expect that next month 
about this time will be a lot hotter. Being a California native, I actually 
enjoy hot weather; people think I’m nuts. 
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 President’s Column Continued 

run our booth. It is close enough to the East 
Coast, so there are many collectors from the 
east, and since I have not attended any of those 
meets this year, it will be nice to renew some 
friendships. It is just 800 miles up there and 
there are plenty of antique malls to stop at along 
the way, so I recommend you attend. 

See you at our July 8th meeting.  

 Jim Collings, President 

Than this article has room to describe, 
but there is nothing magical about it. He 
also went into the alignment of FM 
circuits, which is a bit more challenging 
because of the bandwidth of FM signals. 
A sweep generator is normally used in 
this case. 

 We finished up our evening with 
our usual donation auction, but with a 
few offbeat items thrown in. A round 
florescent light, a tape gun, a metal 
cabinet, a computer monitor, a VCR, a 
turntable, an RCA phonograph, a radio 
chassis, and lots of boxes of tubes and 
parts were up for grabs, and most items 
went for a buck or two. Almost everyone 
went home with something. 

 Thanks to everyone who came, 
especially Mark for his great program on 
superhet alignment. Everyone learned 
something. I’m sure a lot of our sets will 
be working better thanks to the know-
ledge he shared.  We had a great 
meeting, and we hope to see all of you at 
the July meeting! 

    Jim Tyrrell, Secretary 

 
Mark taking questions from club members. 

 June Meeting Notes Continued 

Images From June’s Meeting 

 
(Above) Though it may not look like it here, we had a 
great turnout. Several members were out getting more 
food when this shot was taken.  

 
(Below) Mark demonstrating how to align this radio. 
You can see some of his tools on the table (lower left 
corner). Apologies for the elbow shot. It was tight 
quarters in the back corner of the restaurant.
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America Between 1935 and 1941 
Dorothy Cady 

 In “1933, frequency modulation (FM) were invented by amateur radio operators. By 
1940, they were established commercial modes.1” Between 1937 and 1941, the United 
States was experiencing “escalating conflict between China and Japan [which] 
influenced U.S. relations with both nations, and ultimately contributed to pushing the 
United States toward full-scale war with Japan and Germany.2”  
 Between 1935 and 1941, President Roosevelt opened a baseball game in 
Washington, DC.; young, penniless families could be seen hitchhiking from the south 
and Midwest to job opportunities in California; young ladies took cooking classes in 
high school, but not the young men; King Crab had always been imported, but in 1935 
it was canned commercially in the U.S. for the first time; a battle against Tuberculosis, 
also known as the “White Plague,” was being fought around the globe; and in 1935-36 
to be considered a middle-class family you only had to have an annual income of 
$1,0003. 
 After battling the great depression, America had only a short relief before it too 
became involved in World War II. “At the outset [of WWII], U.S. officials viewed 
developments in China with ambivalence. On the one hand, they opposed Japanese 
incursions into northeast China and the rise of Japanese militarism in the area, in part 
because of their sense of a longstanding friendship with China. On the other hand, 
most U.S. officials believed that it had no vital interests in China worth going to war 
over with Japan. Moreover, the domestic conflict between Chinese Nationalists and 
Communists left U.S. policymakers uncertain of success in aiding such an internally 
divided nation. As a result, few U.S. officials recommended taking a strong stance prior  

~ Continued on Page 5 ~ 

CLASSIFIEDS 
Services 

Custom Laser Cutting 
Need felt for a platen, a wood 
speaker grill, an escutcheon? 
Contact Rick for information at 
Black85vette@gmail.com. 
 

Radio Repair/Restoration 
Quality work. Reasonable 
prices. For chassis repair and 
cabinet restoration contact 
Ray and Dorothy Cady at 
cadyraymond1@gmail.com or 
405-820-8014. 

Wanted 
Tubes &Tube-type Amplifiers 

Contact Jim Collings at (405) 
755-4139 or jrcradio@cox.net. 
Meet me by appointment at 
14704 Carlingford Way, Edmond, 
OK.73013 
 

Briggs & Stratton 
(BASCO) radio items  

Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-
B-C power supplies, radio 
advertising, boxed parts,and  
promotional items.Dale Boyce  
radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.c
om or call (414) 840-4146. 

For Sale 
AM Transmitter 

Play anything wirelessly on 
any AM radio with only one  
plug-and-play AM transmitter. 
Bluetooth, flash drive and SD 
card slots, and built-in FM 
tuner included. Contact Ray at 
cadyraymond1@gmail.com. 

Wanted 
We Buy Old Comics 

Send list of available comics to 
Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, 
Glendale, CA 91221-3961. 
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America Between 1935 and 1941 (Continued) 

to 1937, and so the United States did 
little to help China for fear of provoking 
Japan. U.S. likelihood of providing aid to 
China increased after July 7, 1937, when 
Chinese and Japanese forces clashed 
on the Marco Polo Bridge near Beijing, 
throwing the two nations into a full-scale 
war. As the United States watched 
Japanese forces sweep down the coast 
and then into the capital of Nanjing, 
popular opinion swung firmly in favor of 
the Chinese. Tensions with Japan rose 
when the Japanese Army bombed the 
U.S.S. Panay as it evacuated American 
citizens from Nanjing, killing three. The 
U.S. Government, however, continued to 
avoid conflict and accepted an apology 
and indemnity from the Japanese. An 
uneasy truce held between the two 
nations into 1940.” 

 
FDR signing Lend-Lease 

 In 1940 and 1941, President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt formalized U.S. aid to 
China. The U.S. Government extended 
credits to the Chinese Government for the 
purchase of war supplies, as it slowly 
began to tighten restrictions on Japan. 
The United States was the main supplier 
of the oil, steel, iron, and other commo-
dities needed by the Japanese military as 
it became bogged down by Chinese 
resistance but, in January, 1940, Japan 
abrogated the existing treaty of commerce 
with the United States. Although this did 
not lead to an immediate embargo, 

it meant that the Roosevelt Adminis-
tration could now restrict the flow of 
military supplies into Japan and use this 
as leverage to force Japan to halt its 
aggression in China. 
 After January 1940, the United 
States combined a strategy of increasing 
aid to China through larger credits and the 
Lend-Lease Program with a gradual move 
towards an embargo on the trade of all 
militarily useful items with Japan. The 
Japanese Government made several 
decisions during these two years that 
exacerbated the situation. Unable or 
unwilling to control the military, Japan’s 
political leaders sought greater security by 
establishing the “Greater East Asia Co-
Prosperity Sphere” in August, 1940. In so 
doing they announced Japan’s intention to 
drive the Western imperialist nations from 
Asia. However, this Japanese-led project 
aimed to enhance Japan’s economic and 
material wealth so that it would not be 
dependent upon supplies from the West, 
and not to ‘liberate’ the long-subject 
peoples of Asia. In fact, Japan would have 
to launch a campaign of military conquest 
and rule, and did not intend to pull out of 
China. . . First, Japan signed the Tripartite 
Pact with Germany and Italy on 
September 27, 1940 and thereby linked 
the conflicts in Europe and Asia. This 
made China a potential ally in the global 
fight against fascism. Then in mid-1941, 
Japan signed a Neutrality Pact with the 
Soviet Union, making it clear that Japan’s 
military would be moving into Southeast 
Asia, where the United States had greater 
interests. A third agreement with Vichy 
France enabled Japanese forces to move 
into Indochina and begin their Southern 
advance. . . A full embargo against Japan 
and other maneuvers by the United 
States,” along with the misguided belief 

~ Continued on Page 6 ~ 



  

by the American government that a 
negotiated settlement could be reached, 
and that Japan did not have the military 
resources to attack the U.S. “America 
was stunned when the Japanese planes 
bombed the U.S. fleet at Pearl Harbor on 
December 7, 1941. The following day, 
the United States declared war on 
Japan, and it soon entered into a military 
alliance with China. When Germany 
stood by its ally and declared war on the 
United States, the Roosevelt 
Administration faced war in both Europe 
and Asia.2” 
- - - - - 
1 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Timeline_of_radio.  

2 https://history.state.gov/milestones/1937-1945/pearl-

harbor  

3 https://www.encyclopedia.com/education/news-and-

education-magazines/everyday-life-1929-1941   

 

Want More Information? 

You may be interested in watching this 
government promotional video on how 
the Lend-Lease program helped out our 
allies during the war. You can view it at: 
https://ia904709.us.archive.org/9/items/g
ov.archives.arc.38937/gov.archives.arc.3
8937.ogv  
 

 
 Clicking on the image above 
 will open the video in a new 
 window. 
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America Between . . . Continued How to Align Receivers 
The website rfcafe.com has reposted a 
1954 article by Popular Electronics titled: 
How to Align Receivers. The article is 
aimed at “new enthusiasts just entering 
into the realm that need a helping hand 
[with tuning their radio].” As such, the 
article discusses what issues most likely 
indicate a tuning problem, what equip-
ment is needed, instructions for complet-
ing the tuning, and several images to help 
the newbie successfully tune a super- 
superheterodyne receiver. The article is 
thorough without being overwhelming, 
and the accompanying images are very 
useful. I have included below a couple of 
those images to give you an idea of what 
the article covers. To read this article, go 
to the following website: 
https://www.rfcafe.com/references/popula
r-electronics/how-to-align-receivers-oct-
1954-popular-electronics.htm. 
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The "Black Sunday" Dust Storm of 14 April 1935. Image 
ID: wea01422, NOAA's National Weather Service (NWS) 
Collection, Location: Texas, Spearman.  

 
Labor Day Hurricane of 1935 was a category 5 tempest 
that devastated the Keys, producing a storm surge of up 
to 20 feet above sea level. The railroad connecting the 
Keys to the mainland was destroyed. Image ID: Wikipedia 
Commons. https://www.floridatoday.com/picture-
gallery/news/2019/09/01/photos-strongest-hurricane-
ever-1935-labor-day-hurricane/2183804001/. 

1935 to 1941 USA in Photos 

 
 

Happy Birthday to our July B’day Members  

 
1936: Great Lakes Exposition Opens. Image ID: 
https://www.ohiomagazine.com/ohio-life/article/1936-
great-lakes-exposition-opens 

 

 
A group of women flaunt their stylish swimsuits while 
strolling along the Rockaway Beach boardwalk in 1938, 
much to the delight of nearby onlookers. (New York 
Daily News). Image ID: https://www.vintag.es/2015/ 
07/26- vintage-photos-of-bathing-beauties.html. 
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About OKVRC 
Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes 
the Broadcast News to share historical information, and 
provide enjoyment for club members and friends.  

  We like to keep up with our members and always 
welcome submissions of articles on subjects of interest to 
radio collectors and restorers, and club activities news. 
Please send articles to:  

  OKVRC News Editor                      or email to: 
  PO BOX 50625 
  Midwest City, OK 73140 

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted 
freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. An 
electronic copy of most articles can be obtained from the 
editor of the Broadcast News. 
 

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
You’re invited to join us in our celebration of 

Vintage Radio by attending and signing up at a 
meeting or swap meet, or by mailing your $15 annual 
membership fee check to: OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, 
Midwest City, OK, 73140. 

OKVRC BOARD MEMBERS 
President: 
Jim Collings: jrcradio@cox.net 

Vice-President & Webmaster: 
Dorothy Cady: dcady1@gmail.com 

 Secretary: 
Jim Tyrrell jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net  

 Treasurer: 
Jim Ray: jabray71@hotmail.com 

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF 
Editors:  
 Raymond & Dorothy Cady:  
 cadyraymond1@gmail.com  

 
WEBSITE & MEETING INFO 

www.OKVRC.org 
Meetings are at 6 PM on the second 
Saturday of each month (except April 
and Oct.) at Golden Corral,   
  1501 S. Sooner Rd. OKC 73110 
We hold Swap Meets in April and 
October, currently in MidWest City, 
but we will move to Mustang in 2024.  

OKVRC EDITOR 
Broadcast News 
PO BOX 50625 
Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 

cadyraymond1@gmail.com 


