
restored by Raymond Cady, drew a lot of entries. The lucky winner was Ilana S. This year, 
we also had donated to the club a second prize for the raffle that wasn’t a radio, but rather a 
restored, vintage radio-themed mantle clock. The club appreciates all the donations; they 
help defray the cost of renting the facility. Also, I need to thank all of those who helped, 
especially with the setting up and taking down of tables. Our Fall meet will be the last one at 
the Midwest City facility, as we move to the Mustang Community Center next spring. Table 
setup is included in the rental there, and the MCC is beautiful. We’re looking forward to it. 
 This month we meet on Saturday evening, May 14th, at the Golden Corral, 1501 S 
Sooner Road, 73110. We begin eating around 6 PM, with the meeting starting about an 
hour later. I will make a presentation about Paragon (Adams-Morgan) radios from the early 
1920’s. If you have a Paragon set, please bring it, but if not, you may bring an early 1920s 
set or, as always, anything that you would like to show off and talk about. Also, please 
remember to bring something for the donation auction. 
 May seems to be the beginning of the summer radio meets. May 12th-13th is the 
Delaware Valley Meet at Kutztown, PA, and there’s been talk about the Dayton Hamfest in 
Dayton, OH, May 18th-19th. Collectors think that since these meets are so close together, 
attendance will be lower at both. Our meeting is May 13th, the Northland Radio Daze meet 
in Plymouth, MN, is May 19th-20th, and the VRPS Spring Swap meet in Irving, TX is May 20. 
I’ve learned of a meet sponsored by the Music City Vintage Radio Club in Frankin, KY on 
May 27th. Contact me if you need info on any of these. See you on May 14th at the Golden 

Corral. Bring a radio!       Jim Collings, President 
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Our swap meet last month turned out to be a good one!  
Despite having a somewhat poor turnout, lots of equipment 
changed hands. I received quite a few comments saying 
that this was one of our better meets. I hope everyone had 
fun. The weather was perfect. The silent auction had fewer 
entries than in the past, and it was slow for the bidding to 
start, but almost every offering sold. I sold 75% of the things 
I brought, and I believe others has similar experiences. The 
raffle of the superb RCA 128 tombstone set that was  
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Spring Swap Meet Report 
Jim Tyrrell 

enough to damage cars and roofs. May is just ahead of us; lets hope we don’t have a 
May like ten years ago.  
 There was no threat of bad weather, just a beautiful sunny day as we met for 
our Spring Convention and Swap meet on Saturday April 18th. We had a smaller 
turnout than we wanted for the spring meet. We had a good showing for our OKC 
metro members though, and I had a chance to say hi to a few new visitors. 
 Members and guests were arriving at the Midwest City Community Center 
before the building opened at eight, but there was plenty of donuts and coffee for 
everyone to enjoy while waiting for sellers to arrive and set up. The range of items for 
sale was fairly average, and that included a number of table models, a few battery 
sets from the twenties, a few cathedrals and tombstones from the thirties, and a good 
number of plastic and Bakelite sets from the forties and fifties.  I also saw clock 
radios; I bought one of them myself, an early sixties General Electric, along with a 
Bakelite RCA AM-SW table set from the late forties. Radio-related items like tubes, 
knobs, speakers, magazines, books, and manuals. Along with my two radios, I 
picked up a couple books and a NOS radio antenna kit I am now installing in my attic. 
The silent auction ran until 10:00 a.m. and had a fair range of items. Just about 
everything sold. I sold all of my items, including an AM transmitter kit that I never got 
around to building. 
 Once the silent auction ended, we headed for the projector and chairs set up 
for the workshop our club vice-president, Dorothy Cady was giving. She shared how 
to define fair value when it comes to purchasing or selling vintage radios, showed us 
how to locate the value of radios based on their actual sales price, identified several 
websites with useful information for determing fair value based on several important 
factors related to a radio being a vintage item, and walked us through the 
mathematical calculation for figuring out a vintage radio’s fair value by using a 
specific example. Two weeks later, Dorothy also gave a more detailed version of her 
presentation, “How to Determine the Fair Value of a Vintage Radio,” by invitation, to 
the HLARA club at their April meeting.  

~ Continued on Page 7 ~ 
 

 

Spring is here for sure! Warmer days and an end to those cold 
mornings are here at last. The winter hung around somewhat 
longer this year, but that means the storms were delayed. We got a 
dose of reality on Wednesday the 19th when at least eight tornados 
touched down in our state. Many of them came after sundown that 
night; my own neighborhood got hit by hail, thankfully not quite big 
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 Spring 2023 Swap Meet Photos 

 
 

 

Figure 1: It wasn’t quite time 
to start the live auction, but 
some were anxious and 
watched as the tables were 
being loaded with last-
minute surprise items 
brought in for auction by 
visitors, and which would 
soon be sold to the highest 
bidder. 

Figure 3: The OKVRC swap meet is both 
fun and busy. Sometimes though, you 
just need a little break. 

Figure 2: President Jim Collings as 
auctioneer with a sense of humor 
and grace.  

 

 
Jim Ray, 
Secretary 

Once again, we did well with our Swap Meet. For the day we took in 
$449! A breakout is provided below. 
 

 INCOME     EXPENSES 

Raffle Ticket Sales $245    Donuts/coffee $  24 
Membership dues  $  95    Hall Rental  $  95 
Auction proceeds $  79      (pre-paid) 
Shirt sales   $  20     Total  $119 
Coffee donations  $  10     

Total $449    Bank deposit $425 
Profit (loss)  $330 

Treasurer’s Report 
Jim Ray 
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Radio Broadcasting Power 
Dorothy Cady, OKVRC Vice-president 

Afternoon sunlight streams through your kitchen window and your white floral 
curtains flutter with the slight breeze that carrys on it a faint aroma of frying chicken. 
You pause and listen to the squeak of the school bus brakes followed by a somewhat 
prudish puff of air, and the voices of your two young daughters hollering goodbyes to 
their friends. In moments they dash through the door yelling, “Mom, were home” 
followed abruptly by “I’m hungry.” But you are an efficient 1930’s Mother who has 
already prepared a peanut butter and mayonnaise on homemade bread sandwich for 
each of them. Once the girls are changed and outside with their snack, you must start 
getting dinner ready.  

Unlike so many in Ohio and across the USA, your husband still has his job; 
luckily, engineers were badly needed with all of the reconstruction work in the country. 
In a couple of hours, he too will be home and just as hungry as your girls. You’ve 
already cleaned the house, done your hair, and touched up your face. You have 
dressed in a blue floral, knee-length dress with its skirt that swirls and swishes when 
you turn, and are just now slipping over your head your frilled beige apron, carefull not 
to mess your coiffed chestnut hair. Now it’s time to get started making dinner. Just as 
you set your frying pan on the stove, you swear you can hear “We have nothing to fear 
but fear itself.” You drop the pan and spin in a circle. No one is there. You glance out 
the back window; your girls are running around in an evident game of chase. You step 
to the front door, but there is no one waiting for you on the porch as you had expected. 
You are still hearing voices that seem to be coming from your kitchen, so you return to 
it only to stare at your pan and listen to a radio station promotion for WLW Ohio. With 
nervous hands, you lift the pan into the air, checking for wires or something to explain 
this weird anomaly, but there is nothing. You take a deep breath, blow it out slowly to 
calm your nerves then repeat. You notice that the higher you raise the pan, the better 
you can hear what it is that radio station WLW is broadcasting, and realize it is the 
inaugural speech of FDR. You can’t stand there and hold the pan through the entire 
speech, so you walk it to the kitchen window and stand it on the sill, handle up. You 
grab another pan from the cupboard and get on with making dinner, this time while you 
listen to their radio broadcast. Someday I’ll have a real radio of my own, you think.  

In the 1930’s, WLW was the most powerful radio station on the air. Before the 
FCC established rules and limits on radio stations, WLW was broadcasting at 700 KHz 
(700,000 cycles per second), radiating as much as 500Kw (500,000 watts) of power. 
Compare that to Oklahoma’s KTOK 1000 radio station that, in the 1930s, broadcast on 
1370 kilocycles (1,370,000 cycles per second), but was powered at only 100 watts, 
well below the 500,000 watts that powered the WLW broadcasting station. No wonder  

~ Continued on Page 5 ~ 
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Radio Broadcasting Power (Continued) 

 the 1930s housewife could hear FDR’s inauguaral speech even without a radio. 
According to the Factfile.org website in its web article titled, 50 Interesting Facts About 
Radio, “Those in the vicinity of the transmitter could hear the audio in their pans, pots, 
and mattresses.”  
 In the 1930s, cast iron pots and pans were common. Since Marconi sent the first 
radio signals across the Atlantic Ocean where they were captured by “a specially 
designed wireless receiver in Newfoundland, Canada, using a coherer (a glass tube 
filled with iron filings),” (Marconi receives radio signal over Atlantic 1901, 1998)  it is not 
a stretch to believe this scenario. With 500,000 watts of power transmitting the radio 
signal from WLW, housewives may well have been able to hear the station’s radio 
transmissions with little more than a cast iron pan.  
 Yes, you are wise not to believe everything you read or are told, but from the 
early days of radio and continuing even now, reports of non-radio-receivers picking up 
radio waves have been reported by respected institutions, such as UPI (United Press 
International) and others. In 2021, UPI stated that, “An Illinois family said a wall in their 
9-year-old daughter's bedroom has been picking up radio signals for years - and no one 
knows why.” In the same article, UPI noted “A man reported in 2008 that radio signals 
were being picked up by the metal components in a household fan while the power was 
off (Radio signals picked up inside Illinois girl's bedroom wall, 2020). 

 “Back in the 1930s and 1940s a super-powerful AM transmitter was 
installed on an experimental basis in Texas,” per Peter Sherrouse of Manchester, 
Tennessee, and “Local residents reported music coming from fence wire, bathtubs and 
even tooth fillings (Ghostly Voices, 1999).  

Lucille Ball claimed to have heard music one time then morse code another time 
through her tooth fillings. As she explained it, “All of a sudden, my mouth started 
jumping. It wasn't music this time, it was Morse code. It started softly, and then de-de-
de-de-de-de. As soon as it started fading, I stopped the car and then started backing up 
until it was coming in full strength. DE-DE-DE-DE-DE-DE DE-DE-DE-DE! I tell you, I got 
the hell out of there real quick. The next day I told the MGM Security Office about it, and 
they called the FBI or something, and sure enough, they found an underground 
Japanese radio station. It was somebody's gardener, but sure enough, they were spies” 
(Did Lucille Ball's Fillings Help Capture Japanese Spies?, 1999). 

Whether you believe in these events and stories or consider them to be anecdotal 
reports, we vintage radio collectors have something our 1930’s housewife didn’t have – 
beautiful and often numerous radio receivers through which we can hear about the 
world and the universe. By the way, did you know that astronomers have been finding 
mysterious repeating radio signals from space (CNN, NY Post, MSN, BBC, CBS)?  

Talk about Radio Broadcasting power! 
 
 



  

SERVICES  
Vintage Radio Repair & Cabinet Restoration 

 

 

 

 

 

Need Something Custom Made? 
Sometimes you just need something custom made, like new felt for a vintage 
phonograph platen, or a laser-cut duplicate of a wood speaker grill. Check with Rick at 
405-595-9685 or by email at Black85vette@gmail.com to see how he can help you. 
 

FOR SALE 
 

WANTED 

Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items wanted 
Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, radio advertising, boxed parts, and 
promotional items. Email Dale Boyce at: radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com, or call him at: 
(414) 840-4146. 

WE BUY Old Comics 
Send your list of available comics to Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, Glendale, CA 
91221-3961. 

 
Tubes and Tube-type Amplifiers Wanted 

Call or email Jim Collings at (405) 755-4139 or jrcradio@cox.net. Visit me, by 
appointment, at: 14704 Carlingford Way, Edmond, OK 73013. 
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Quality work. Reasonable prices. 
References available. For chassis 
repair and cabinet restoration, 
call: RAY (405) 820-8014 or 
DOROTHY CADY (405) 206-9985, 
or email them: 

BEFORE AFTER 

AM TRANSMITTERS FOR SALE 
Play anything wirelessly on any or all of your vintage AM radios at once with a single, 
plug-and-play transmitter. Supports Bluethooth plus input via flash drive, SD card, and 
FM tuner all included. Call Raymond Cady at 405-820-8014, send him an email at  
cadyraymond1@gmail.com, or talk with him at the HLARA or OKVRC swap meets. 

WANTED 
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 At 10:45 Jim Collings conducted the raffle drawing for the fully restored 1934 
RCA Model 128 Staggered Tombstone radio that our newsletter editor and radio repair 
expert, Raymond Cady, had restored. What collector doesn’t love a giant table radio 
like that? Almost everyone bought chances; club member, Ilana Steinhorn, was the 
winner. We had a lovely mantel clock with a vintage radio theme donated for a second 
raffle ticket drawing. Apologies that I did not get the name of that winner. Collings 
followed the raffle drawing with door prize drawings, and by 11:00 a.m. we were about 
ready to start the auction, but received a just-in-time pleasant surprise. 
 At the last minute, new visitors arrived with some radios they wanted to sell. 
They were auctioned off with a small commission going to the club. Most of them were 
in fairly rough condition, including a 1925 Grebe Synchrophase that was full of mud 
dauber nests. But almost all of the major components of the Grebe were present. It will 
make a great project for an ambitious restorer with lots of time to work on it! 

Once the auctions and raffles were over, everyone began to pack up to go home. 
As we were breaking down and putting away the tables and chairs, I went by Jim 
Colling’s table again to admire a 1921 Kennedy model 220 one-tube 175 to 3100 meter 
receiver that I had had my eye on all day. Jim dropped the price, so I grabbed it. Early 
sets like that are very rare, and hard to come by. I went home broke but happy.And 
apparently I wasn’t the only one wanting to buy another of Jim’s radios. Dorothy bought 
one from him as he was carrying it out to his car. She told me he had made her an offer 
that she couldn’t turn down since it was, indeed, a fair price. 

I think everyone who came had a good time, and most went home with 
something new for their collection. I’d say this swap meet was a real success. Thanks, 
to everyone who came, especially those who came from out of town. If you can, try to 
join us for the next regular monthly meeting at the Golden Corral on May 13th.  

I’ll see you there! 

Jim Tyrrell, Treasurer 

2023 Spring Swap Meet Report (Continued from page 2) 
 

Happy Birthday 
to all of our May birthday 
members.  
 

As Charles Schulz once 
said: "Just remember, once 

you're over the hill you 
begin to pick up speed.”        

Goodreads.com 
 
 
 
Image from: holidaycardsapp.com 
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About OKVRC 
Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes 
the Broadcast News to share historical information, and 
provide enjoyment for club members and friends.  

  We like to keep up with our members and always 
welcome submissions of articles on subjects of interest to 
radio collectors and restorers, and club activities news. 
Please send articles to:  

  OKVRC News Editor                      or email to: 
  PO BOX 50625 
  Midwest City, OK 73140 

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted 
freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. An 
electronic copy of most articles can be obtained from the 
editor of the Broadcast News. 
 

  MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
You’re invited to join us in our celebration of 

Vintage Radio by attending and signing up at a 
meeting or swap meet, or by mailing your $15 annual 
membership fee check to: OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, 
Midwest City, OK, 73140. 

OKVRC BOARD MEMBERS 

President: 
Jim Collings: jrcradio@cox.net 

Vice-President & Webmaster 
Dorothy Cady: dcady1@gmail.com 

 Secretary: 
Jim Tyrrell jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net  

 Treasurer 
Jim Ray: jabray71@hotmail.com 

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF 
Editors/Photographers:  
  Raymond & Dorothy Cady:  
 cadyraymond1@gmail.com  

 
WEBSITE & MEETING INFO 

www.OKVRC.org 
Meetings are held on the second 
Saturday of each month (except April 
and October) at the Golden Corral,   
  1501 S. Sooner Rd. OKC 73110 
 We hold Swap Meets in April and 
October, currently in MidWest City.  

OKVRC EDITOR 
Broadcast News 
PO BOX 50625 
Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 

cadyraymond1@gmail.com 


