
The first thing on the schedule is to set up the tables. So, your help in arriving at 8 a.m. for 
this task will be appreciated. Here is the schedule of events and the approximate timing: 

   8:00  Doors officially open for table setup (vendor setup after table setup) 
   8:30  Official start of the meet and silent auction 
 10:00  Silent auction ends 
 10:00  Workshop: “Finding the Fair Value of a Vintage Radio” (ends by 10:30)  
 10:30  Drawing for Raffle Radio  
 10:30  Drawings for free Door Prizes (must be present to win)  
 10:45  Live auction begins (items often sell for as little as $1, so hang around) 
 11:30  Vendors load up then help tear down tables and clean up the room  

 12:00  End of meet 

New this meet is the Workshop, “Finding the Fair Value of a Vintage Radio, presented by  
Dorothy Cady; a fun and interesting addition we are looking forward to seeing. Also, note 
that we now hold our annual contest at the fall meets, which will be on October 14 th this 
year. That change gives us more time for swapping and socializing, and allows us to add a 
workshop, guest speaker, or other fun activities to our spring meet.  

I have had numerous collectors and several new people indicate that they plan to  
attend this meet, so I’m hoping for a great turnout. The more attendees we have the more 
likely we also are to have new members join, so tell everyone you know about our swap 
meet and invite them to come. Printing out and distributing the flyer in a few  
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Spring Swap Meet! 
It’s here!  Our Spring Radio Swap Meet/Show is on 
Saturday April 8th at the Nick- Harroz Midwest City 
Community Center. This is the same location as 
always, 100 N. Midwest Boulevard, Midwest City, OK.   
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 Report for the March 2023 OKVRC Meeting 

Jim Tyrrell 

finished, I’d better get on it! 
It was a nice spring evening as OKVRC members gathered for our second 

monthly club of meeting of 2023 at the Golden Corral Buffet in Midwest City, on 
Sooner Blvd., just north of the I-40. About eleven members made it this month, an 
average but respectable turnout. The food was as always varied and of good quality, 
so as usual I had three platefuls followed by a plateful of desert items. Once again we 
had our nice private room, with a door to the outside for bringing things in. 

After dinner, Club President Jim Collings called the meeting to order, and we 
discussed some club business. We talked about the upcoming Spring Convention and 
Swap Meet in April. By the time you read this it will be days away, and if you haven’t 
made plans to attend, it’s certainly not too late to do so. One very cool thing we will be 
having, Club members Ray and Dorothy Cady will be giving a workshop on how to 
estimate the value of antique radios, and will also be providing appraisals. So if you 
have something in your collection you would like to have appraised, now’s your 
chance to get an estimate from a couple of experts. And if you decide you want to sell 
it, you might find a buyer (perhaps me!).  

Our program for the evening was something different this month. Usually we  
cover some radio brand, historical era, or styles of radio, and then have everyone do 
show-and-tell on items from their collections that cover that topic. This month, we had 
a great presentation from Dorothy Cady on the restoration of dial scales, bezels and 
escutcheons of vintage radios. Most of the value of an antique radio is relative to its 
condition, and while we can’t do anything about the neglect a radio suffered before it 
came into our hands, careful and patient restoration work can often turn a “rough” set 
into a showpiece. The dial is the part of the radio most people notice first, and proper 
restoration will add much to the set’s appearance and value. 

Dorothy gave us a recommended “kit” of supplies for this work, and then 
described how to carry out the restoration of these items. She also told us of some 
mistakes to avoid, like using liquids to clean dial scales printed with water-soluable 
inks, which many of the older radios used. We even learned how to create a new dial 
glass by creating a waterslide decal printed from artwork created on a home computer. 

~ Continued on Page 5 ~ 

 

It’s March here in Oklahoma, and winter is (very grudgingly) starting 
to give way to spring. The spring bulbs are blooming, a few of the 
trees are starting to bud out, and the spring weeds (they always 
green up long before the grass) are starting to show up too. Pretty 
soon it will be time for spring gardening, so if that Westinghouse 
console that sits dismantled in my breakfast nook is going to get 
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 Cleaning Knobs and Escutcheons 

by Dorothy Cady  

Sometimes, you can look past the scratches and need for refinishing of the veneer, but 
when the knobs look filthy and the escutcheon is so aged you can’t really tell what it was 
made from (Painted tin? Brass? Tenite? Other plastics?), you have to proceed with 
caution. Through years of cleaning and caring for escutcheons and knobs that are fragile 
and aged with smoke, grease, dirt, paint, and who knows what else, I’ve developed a few 
tips and come up with a list of the best cleaning supplies for making those knobs and 
escutchions look great again. Here are some key things I have learned along the way. 

Since cleaning products must be safe and effective, there are three I frequently use: 
 My Miracle Cleaner. This is a mixture I make up that consists of one cup of 91% 

rubbing alcohol and two to three drops of the original Dawn dish detergent. Stir 
gently; you don’t want any foaming bubbles. Since COVID, manufacturers are 
more frequently producing one that is only 71% alcohol, which means it has 20% 
more water than the 91% product. You can use the 71% if it’s all you can find, but 
the higher percentage of water may leave streaks to be rubbed off. 

 Bar Keepers Friend. Invented in 1882 and originally sold to bars, this product’s 
formula contains oxalic acid as a primary ingredient. Its main applications include 
cleaning or bleaching, and it is good for removing rust, but it is gentle; it doesn’t 
scratch, and thus it is safe to use on metals of almost any kind. Bar Keepers 
Friend (BKF) is especially effective for cleaning metal escutcheons, but not clear 
plastic or glass; use My Miracle Cleaner for those. I use only the BKF brand. 

 Brasso. I also don’t like generic brands of this product. Brasso just works best. 
Once you know the escutcheon is brass, it’s a good product for removing the 
tarnish if BKF isn’t enough. Use only 0000 steel wool with Brasso for best results. 

Cleaning tools also need to be effective without causing damage, but just one kind won’t 
do. Knobs and escutcheons come in all kinds of shapes, sizes, and materials, and can 
have tiny dips and dots and crevices in them. Cleaning tools I use include: 

 Sponges with nylon scrubbing material on one side or nylon scrubbies. Grocery 
stores and the Dollar Tree (DT) carry them.  

 Magic erasers. I do buy these at the Dollar Tree as well because, as you use them, 
they quickly break apart into tiny disposable pieces. 

 An electric toothbrush that has both vibrating straight bristols and a circular head 
that spins does a good job of getting those nooks and crannies cleaned. If I need a 
more vigorous scrubbing option, I use a nylon fingernail scrubber. (Yep. DT). 

 Wood picking utensils, like toothpics and skewers, can get into places that the 
other materials cannot (e.g. little slits on knobs and tiny spaces between letters). 

 High-quality microfiber wash cloths or torn-up but clean 100%-cotton t-shirts are 
great for final scrubbing, wiping and drying. I do not buy microfiber cloths at Dollar 
Tree, and my husband provides the t-shirts. 

 Q-tips for when you need to clean a tiny spot, like between dial face numbers. 
 A tough thumb nail. Got a spot of paint stuck on? Moisten it then use your thumb 

nail to chip it off. 

Save time and frustration by taking your time; cleaning your radios is a labor of love. 
 



 

 
   

 

 

 

 
Nick-Harroz Midwest City Community Center      

  100 N. Midwest Blvd., Midwest City, OK 
  (North of Tinker AFB) 

 
 

  
 
 

       
 

 
     

 
  8:00 a.m. Facility and vendor set-up  

  8:30 a.m. Public admitted & silent auction begins 

10:00 a.m. Silent auction ends 

10:00 a.m. Workshop: “Finding the Fair Value   
   of a Vintage Radio” (20 minutes plus Q&A) 
10:30 a.m. Raffle & door prize drawings (Must be   
    present to win door prizes.) 

10:45 a.m. Live auction of vintage radios & related items   

11:30 a.m. Vendor and facility cleanup begins 

BRING YOUR VINTAGE RADIOS FOR: 
FREE Appraisals (by Jim Collings)   

          FREE  Repair Consultations (by Ray Cady)  
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    Get your raffle tickets for a 
chance to win a fully restored 

1934 RCA Model 128 
Staggered Tombstone radio. 

 

Vintage Radio Swap Meet and Auction  

Saturday, April 8, 2023, 8:00 a.m. to Noon 

DONUTS, FRESH 
COFFEE, FREE 
DOOR PRIZES 

Schedule  
 

Admission, Radio Appraisals, & Repair Consultations 

Event Sponsor: 
Oklahoma Vintage 

Radio Collectors, Inc.  
www.OKVRC.or

g 

NEW 
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President’s Column (Continued) 
key spots (like your local library or other favorite restaurant), attaching it in emails to 
friends, or posting the flyer on your social media sites, like Facebook (or information 
about the meet) will help bring in new members to support our vendors, and more items 
for the auctions. I have recently purchased numerous parts and vintage radio related 
items, as well as a few radios that I will bring along, and have no intention of going 
home with them.  So there will be good deals available.  

The raffle item for this meet is a gorgeous RCA Model 128 rounded top 
tombstone, restored by Raymond Cady, and their will be some nice door prizes, but you 
must be present to receive door prizes. I hope to see all of you there! 

Julie and I attended the VRPS Spring auction in Irving, TX on March 18th. It was 
a good well attended auction. There were quite a few good deals, and several buyers 
ended up winning what seemed to be a full truck load of radios. I tried to be restrained 
and only purchased a few items, but had a hard time resisting several consoles. But we 
took the smaller vehicle, and a console would have taken up quite a bit of the room.This 
is always a good auction to attend, with prices much lower than at the fall convention. 

May brings the Kutztown meet in Kutztown, PA on May 12th and 13th, and the 
NARC Radio Daze meet in Plymouth, Minnesota on May 19th and 20th. 

See you bright and early in Midwest City. Bring your vehicle full!   

Jim Collings, President 
 
 

Secretary’s Column (Continued) 
The presentation went into far more detail than I can relate here, but Dorothy has 
provided the basics of what she uses to clean knobs and escutcheons elsewhere in this 
newsletter. It was a very informative and valuable learning experience for everyone. I 
highly recommend you sit in on her workshop that she will be presenting at our Spring 
swap meet here in a few days. You will learn what to look for and where to look for 
information you need to establish a fair price for a vintage radio, whether you are buying 
or selling. Thanks Dorothy! 

We finished up a fantastic evening with our usual donation auction. Included was 
a large twenties-vintage superheterodyne schematic, which I bought and plan to frame. 
Also included was a box of NOS miniature tubes, a box of tube shields and 
escutcheons, a Crosley “dashboard” radio, and a few other odds and ends. All went to 
new homes. Most items went for a buck, except the Crosley; it brought seven dollars. 

Thanks to all who came. See you at the April Swap meet. Don’t miss it! 

Jim Tyrrell, Secretary 



  

SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES SERVICES 

Vintage Radio Repair & Cabinet Restoration 

 

 

 

 

 

Need Something Custom Made? 
Sometimes you just need something custom made, like new felt for a vintage phonograph 
platen, or a laser-cut duplicate of a wood speaker grill. Check with Rick at 405-595-9685 or 
by email at Black85vette@gmail.com to see how he may be able to help you. 
 

FOR SALE  FOR SALE  FOR SALE  FOR SALE  FOR SALE 
 AM Transmitters for Sale  

Play anything wirelessly on any or all of your vintage AM radios at once with a single 
plug-and-play transmitter. Supports Bluetooth plus input via flash drive, SD card, and FM 
tuner all included. Raymond Cady at 405-820-8014 or cadyraymond1@gmail.com. 

WANTED 
Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items wanted 

Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, radio advertising, boxed parts, and 
promotional items. Email Dale Boyce at: radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com, or call him at: 
(414) 840-4146. 

WE BUY Old Comics 
Send your list of available comics to Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961, Glendale, CA 
91221-3961. 

Tubes and Tube-type Amplifiers Wanted 
Call or email Jim Collings at (405) 755-4139 or jrcradio@cox.net. Visit me, by 
appointment, at: 14704 Carlingford Way, Edmond, OK 73013. 
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Quality work. Reasonable prices. 
References available. For chassis 
repair and cabinet restoration, call: 
RAY (405) 820-8014 or DOROTHY 
CADY (405) 206-9985, or email 
them: cadyraymond1@gmail.com. 

BEFORE AFTER 

Happy birthday to our April birthday members.  
Enjoy the April showers that may come your way, 
but please duck and hide from those tornadoes. 
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REMINDER: “Finding the Fair Value of a Vintage Radio” Swap Meet Workshop 
Looking to buy or sell a vintage radio? This workshop will teach you techniques for 
determining the fair value of a vintage radio. So, head for the northwest corner of the 
swap meet room at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, April 8, 2023. See you there! 

Want More Than Just the OKVRC Swap Meet to do on April 8th? 
Dorothy Cady 

My Mom used to say, “If you’re bored, go outside and play,” (or alternately, “Go 
clean your room,” or “Go bother your Dad.”) If your significant other (SO) or best friend 
(BF) asks you to go to the OKVRC  Swap Meet this coming weekend and your first 
response is, “No thank you,” then perhaps all you need is a non-vintage-radio-related 
idea to make your visit more fun. Here are a few ideas you and your family members 
can enjoy on April 8th while your SO or BF is happily attending the OKVRC Swap Meet:  
 
 Visit the Library.  Just across the parking lot from the Midwest City Community 

Center where OKVRC currently holds our swap meets, the Metropolitan Library 
(ML) has a Midwest City branch. You can read magazines or newspapers there, 
check out a book with your ML card, or bring your own and use a quiet room to 
read. The library has public-use computers (don’t need a library card), free Wi-Fi, 
Chromebooks to check out, and Wi-Fi hotspots. Grab a cup of coffee at the 
OKVRC swap meet and go to the library. 

 Enjoy a Free Arts and Crafts Event. On Saturday, April 8th, the Midwest City 
Library is hosting an “Arts & Crafts, DIY & Hobbies” event. This one is designed 
for teens, but that  doesn’t mean you can’t enjoy watching attendees design and 
build their own wildlife-inspired keychains. Or, take your 13- to 18-year old 
children to join in the fun. 

 Go Golfing. Bring your putter and a couple of balls. There are plenty of grass 
areas around the Midwest City Community Center, so why not practice your 
putting. Of course, if you want to go bigger, bring all your clubs. If you are over 
age 55 or in the military, you can golf for only $7, and Juniors can golf for only $4 
at the Hidden Creek Family Golf Course, less than a 5-minute drive from the Nick-
Harroz Community Center where OKVRC holds its swap meets. 

 Visit the OKC Farmers Market. It’s less than a 20-minute drive from the OKVRC 
swap meet at the Nick-Harroz Midwest Community Center to Scissortail Park 
where Saturday, April 8th, you can go shopping for fresh, locally grown foods and 
enjoy being outdoors.  

Of course, Midwest City has a great many other things to do as well. You can go 
shopping at one of 16 shopping areas, one of which is within 10 minutes of the MWC 
Community Center; go bowling at Planet Bowl located at 6601 Tinker Diagonal; or bring 
or pickup a picnic lunch and go to the Jack Guthery Kiwanis Park at 1101 S. Midwest 
Boulevard. Whatever you choose, there are plenty of activities to enjoy in addition to the 
OKVRC Swap Meet.  
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About OKVRC 
Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes 
the Broadcast News to share historical information, and 
provide enjoyment for club members and friends.  

  We like to keep up with our members and always 
welcome submissions of articles on subjects of interest to 
radio collectors and restorers, and club activities news. 
Please send articles to:  

  OKVRC News Editor                      or email to: 
  PO BOX 50625 
  Midwest City, OK 73140 

Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted 
freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. An 
electronic copy of most articles can be obtained from the 
editor of the Broadcast News. 

  MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION 
You’re invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage 
Radio by attending and signing up at a meeting or 

swap meet, or by mailing your $15 annual 
membership fee check to: OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, 

Midwest City, OK, 73140. 
 

 

OKVRC BOARD MEMBERS 

President: 
Jim Collings: jrcradio@cox.net 

Vice-President & Webmaster 
Dorothy Cady: dcady1@gmail.com 

 Secretary: 
Jim Tyrrell jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net  

 Treasurer 
Jim Ray: jabray71@hotmail.com 

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF 
Editors/Photographers:  
  Raymond & Dorothy Cady:  
 cadyraymond1@gmail.com  

 
WEBSITE & MEETING INFO 

www.OKVRC.org 
Meetings are held on the second 
Saturday of each month (except April 
and October) at the Golden Corral,   
  1501 S. Sooner Rd. OKC 73110 
 We hold Swap Meets in April and 
October, currently in MidWest City.  

OKVRC EDITOR 
Broadcast News 
PO BOX 50625 
Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 

cadyraymond1@gmail.com 


