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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

Jim Collings

FALL SWAP MEET with CONTEST!

Our fall swap meet is almost here! It will be at the Nick-Harroz Midwest City
Community Center on Saturday, October 8", beginning officially at 8:30 AM. If you can get
there earlier, we need help in setting up the tables before the official opening. We have the
facility until noon, so here is the schedule that we will try to follow:

8:00 Table Set Up
8:30 Official Opening, Unloading and Swapping Begins
9:45 Silent Auction Ends

10:00 Contest Judging

10:30 Drawing for Raffle

10:45 Main (Live) Auction Begins

11:40 Take Down Tables

The location is the same as in the past, 100 Midwest Boulevard in Midwest City, OK,
where the other municipal buildings are, about 2 1/2 miles north of 1-40 on Midwest
Boulevard. The raffle item this time is a Philco 38-89 Tombstone radio that has been
restored by Raymond Cady. The contest has been moved to this Fall Meet, as we got off
schedule due to the COVID lockdown. So bring your display items to show off. A list of
contest categories is published elsewhere in this edition of the Broadcast News. We try to
have categories such that anything that is brought can be displayed. Remember that for the
special Best Restoration category, it is best to have some photos of the piece before the
restoration began, so the amount of work involved can be appreciated. Bring as much as
you can for swap, because the more stuff there is, the more fun it will be for everyone. Tell
all your friends and others who may have an interest in radio, as the more people we have,
the better the meet will be. ~ Continued on Page 2 ~
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President’s Column (Continued from page 1)

The club will be going through some transitions next year. The Cadys will be
doing extensive travelling and are stepping down from editing the Broadcast News,
and hosting the regular meetings at the Sonoma Lake addition clubhouse. So a new
location for our meetings is needed. Returning to meeting at a restaurant is probably
best, if we can find a location with a spare room and hopefully outside access to bring
in our display items. So your help is needed in finding a location. Any suggestions
would be appreciated. Jim Tyrell has agreed to become our Editor, and submissions
for publication would certainly be beneficial to support him in this effort. We thought
we would also need a separate webmaster, but Dorothy will keep up our website,
unless someone else would like to do it. She is willing to train them, if needed.

On a separate note, it is time for a change in the location for our annual
Christmas Party. Although my home can be open, if would be nice for someone else
to host the party where we can see someone else’s collection. If you would like to
volunteer, please advise me. It is a catered event, so no cooking is involved.
| hope to see everyone at the swap meet. It should be a fun event!

Jim Collings, President

Contest Categories for the 2022 OKVRC Meet

1. Battery and Crystal Receivers, Pre-1930
2. Tombstone and Cathedral Receivers
3. Horizontal Wooden Receivers
4. Metal Sets after 1926 (includes amateur receivers and transmitters)
5. AC/DC Bakelite or Plastic Receivers
6. Art Deco and Novelty Receivers
7. Transistor Radios
8. Foreign Made Receivers and Equipment, tube type.
9. Homebrew and Kit Receivers
10. Accessory ltems (tubes, speakers, antennas, test equipment, etc.)
11. Phonographs, Acoustic or Electric
12. Open Category, anything that does not fit in another category
13. Best Restoration (this can be displayed in any category, but will be

judged on restoration quality. Documentation of condition before
restoration is encouraged)

14. People’s Choice (ballot of favorite display of all who attend)

15. Best of Show (one of the first place winners from the other categories)




Page 3 of 8 Broadcast News October 2022

September 2022 Meeting Notes
Jim Tyrrell

September means summer is winding down here in Oklahoma, but the
weather remains hot. But the evenings at least are cooling off, as if to
tell us that fall is on the way. Fall means something else also: The Fall
OKVRC Swap Meet in Midwest City on October 8! Do not miss it! We
will be having our once-a-year Contest. That is always a lot of fun, so
be sure to bring in at least one item to display. There are multiple

categories to be judged and many chances to win a ribbon. | am bringing in a radio that is
101 years old to enter into the contest. Want to see it? Come to the meet!

We had a modest but enthusiastic turnout for our usual second Saturday of the
month meeting at the Sonoma Lakes clubhouse. We had pulled chicken tacos for dinner,
a delicious choice. After everyone was fed, Club president Jim Collings called the meeting
to order, and after going over the agenda for next month’s convention, we started the
evening’s program: Microphones.

Microphones, whether large enough to dominate a desktop or small enough to be
embedded in a hearing aid, are critical in the world of communication. They pick up
sounds in the air and transform them into electronic signals that can be used in any
modern communications device from telephones, radio, and television to computers. In
fact, the image of a microphone is a universal symbol used in the News and
Entertainment world. Before microphones, the only way to enter information into an
electronic communication system was with a telegrapher’s key. Who wants to do that?

Ignore Jim in this pic. He has not put on a bunch of weight. | stretched the pic so readers could
better see the microphones. ~ Dorothy Cady

Our club members brought in lots of microphones, large and small, for us to enjoy.
Club president Jim Collings showed us examples of the simple carbon button microphone
first developed for telephones. Need for higher-fidelity, reproduction-suitable- for-music
led to better microphones by the early twenties. Jim showed us a Continental double-
button microphone and similar units by Gibbs; these early units typically are a disk shape
mounted concentrically in a ring, using springs. We also got to see an American mic in a
covered case.
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September Meeting Notes (Continued from page 3)

Jim next showed us a Western Electric model
387, a workhorse of the industry in the late twenties
through mid-nineteen thirties. Then we got to see a
Western Electric model 600A emblazoned with the
call letters of its former owner, radio station KWK. As
years passed, improved carbon ribbon types came
out, such as the Altec “Bird Cage” mic, We also got
to see a RCA model 44 from the late thirties, its
diamond shape is very recognizable from that era.
We then got to see another RCA, a model 77, also
from a radio station, and a Western Electric 518A
from the forties, and an Altec 633A “Saltshaker” mic
from the fifties. Jim then shared a couple more, an
Amperite and a Turner, and then a Shure 55 “Elvis”
mic, so called as the King often used these in
concert.

We also got to see a wide range of smaller,
more offbeat mikes, including one to turn your
acoustic guitar into an electric guitar so you can
become a rock star. Jim also showed us a General
Electric CB desk microphone, and a very attractive
chrome plated Ham Radio “Lollipop” mic. A lot of
items to cover, | hope the pictures of Jim’s collection
are clearer then my notes!

Jim’s collection was an impossible act to
follow, but some of our other club members brought
in a few more to share. Dorothy Cady showed us a
Turner 254C desk microphone, used by Ham and
CB operators. Club member Elena brought in a
number of microphones old and some quite new,
including a contemporary model capable of inputting
straight into a computer. And she brought a special
treat: a selection of aviation headsets, from World
War Il to some fairly recent models. In fact, one
headset looked very much like the ones used in the
Simulator Cockpit in my building at Tinker AFB. This
turned out to be fun and a different program for us.

~ Cont'd on Page 5 ~
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Page 5 of 8 Broadcast News

October 2022

September Meeting Notes (Continued from page 4)

We wrapped up the night with our usual donation
auction. A Bakelite panel, batteries, some used tubes,
electrolytic capacitors, a set of razor knives, a box of auto
care products, and a few other odds and ends all went to
new homes.

Thanks to everyone who came, especially Jim for
bringing in his large collection of microphones to share.
Don’t miss our fall swap meet on October 8"; it's going to
be fun.

Jim Typrrell, Seeretary

Some of
the mics
and such
brought in
by llana.

in't we got fun! *
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llana (L) and Jim Tyrrell
(R) giving & getting more
information.
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SERVICES

Vintage Radio Repair & Cabinet Restoration

Quality work. Reasonable prices. References available. For chassis repair and cabinet restoration,
contact: RAYMOND CADY (405) 820-8014 or cadyraymond1@gmail.com or DOROTHY CADY
(405) 206-9985 or dcady1@gmail.com.

Need Something Custom Made? e
Sometimes you just need something custom made, like new felt for your vintage fj’gf:f‘ 32

phonograph platen or a laser-cut duplicate of a wood speaker grill. Check with ____:_/
Rick at 405-595-9685 or by email at Black85vette@gmail.com to see how he Z WASER

54
may be able to help you out.

FOR SALE

Magnet Wire for Sale Sizes and prices vary. Call Mike at (405) 376-9473, or send
email to orders@coaxman.com.

AM Transmitters for Sale Play anything wirelessly on any or all of your vintage AM
radios at once with a single plug-and-play transmitter. Contact Raymond Cady at
cadyraymondi@gmail.com or 405-820-8014.

WANTED

Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items wanted Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-B-C
power supplies, radio advertising, boxed parts, and promotional items. Email Dale Boyce
at: radioman.boyce.dale@gmail.com, or call (414) 840-4146.

WE BUY Old Comics Send a list of available comics to Dan Giddings at: PO Box
3961, Glendale, CA 91221-3961.

Tubes and Tube-type Amplifiers Wanted call or email Jim Collings at

(405) 755-4139 or jrcradio@cox.net. Visit me, by appointment, at: 14704
Carlingford Way, Edmond, OK 73013.

OKVRC membership includes free classified ad postings. If you'd like to include an
ad, send it to the Newsletter Editor (email: cadyraymond1@gmail.com).
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Vintage Radio
FREE Swap Meet & Auction

Open to Saturday, Oct. 8, 2022
the Public 8-30 a.m. - Noonish

Nick-Harroz Midwest City Community Center
100 N. Midwest Blvd., Midwest City, OK

(North of Tinker AFB) DONUTS & FRESH COFFEE
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wisiii®  Get your raffle tickets for a restored
Gef 3 Eree wr#age radio apgoraisal ar repair estimete!
/i Bid in the silent and live auctions.
afford to own a vintage radio with history. ﬂ
Make new friends. Learn about and
< the sellers. And most of all have fun!
We hope you'll join us.

. = .. Philco 38-89 Tombstone radio.
Low prices and great values mean you can
listen to vintage radios. Ask questions of
Spnnsnre-d I:]'g,' OklahomaVintage Radlo Collectors. OKVRC.ORG
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About OKVRC

Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes
the Broadcast News to share historical information, and
provide enjoyment for club members and friends.

We like to keep up with our members and always
welcome submissions of articles on subjects of interest to
radio collectors and restorers, and club activities news.
Please send articles to:

OKVRC News Editor
PO BOX 50625
Midwest City, OK 73140
Unless otherwise noted, articles may be reprinted
freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. An
electronic copy of most articles can be obtained from the
editor of the Broadcast News.

MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION

You’re invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage
Radio by joining us and signing up at a meeting, or by
mailing your $15 annual membership fee check to:
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140.

or email to:
cadyraymondi1@gmail.com

OKVRC EDITOR

Broadcast News

PO BOX 50625

Midwest City, OK 73140-5625

OKVRC BOARD MEMBERS

President:
Jim Collings: jrcradio@cox.net
Vice-President & Webmaster
Dorothy Cady: dcady1@gmail.com
Secretary:
Jim Tyrrell jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net
Treasurer
Jim Ray: jabray71@hotmail.com
BROADCAST NEWS STAFF

Editors/Photographers:

Raymond Cady:

cadyraymond1@gmail.com
WEBSITE & MEETING INFO

www.OKVRC.org

Meetings are held on the second
Saturday of each month (except April
and October) at the Sonoma Lake
subdivision clubhouse:

1712 NW 159th St, Edmond, OK
April and October are our swap meet
months; they replace our regular
meeting for those two months.




