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This month’s meeting topic is radio sets and equipment made in Kansas.  Since very few 
items were made in Oklahoma, sets made in Kansas, are almost like sets made where we live.  
Brands from Kansas include Aztec, Parmak, Steinite, Tri City, and Trego.  These are all from 
the 1920s and 1930s.  I’m not aware of any made later, but maybe you know of others?  I 
have quite a few sets, so there should be plenty to talk about.  Also, we will finalize plans for 
our big meet.  The meeting will be at Spencer’s Barbecue and Smokehouse on NE 23rd Street 
beginning at 7 PM with dinner before.  There will be our typical auction of donated items at 
the end of the meeting, so please bring something. 
Our big annual meet will be on Saturday, April 8th at the Midwest City Community Center, 
beginning at 8 AM.  We will have a contest, swap meet, silent auction, and live auction.  The 
list of contest categories is listed elsewhere in this month’s Broadcast News, but they are 
similar to last year’s.  There is still time to complete your restoration projects to have them 
ready for the contest next month.  The item for the raffle this year is a General Electric Model 
M-61.  This is a large rounded top tombstone or semi-cathedral with numerous bands, from 
1934.  After a donation, it was electrically restored by our master technician, Raymond Cady.  
Also, it is not too early to gather your excess items and junk for the swap meet. 
The VRPS spring auction to be held at the Senter Park Building in Irving, TX on March 17th.  
I believe it begins at 9 AM, but the doors open a 7.  It is an auction only, but is worth 
attending.  It’s not as large as the auctions during the fall convention, and there are not as 
many expensive items as in the fall, but there are always a few nice items.  There tends to be 
more parts available and sets for parts or restoration.  So it’s a good source for getting what 
might be needed to complete your restoration.  There are motels in the area if you are not an 
early riser to leave at 3 AM to drive down.  It wraps up in the late afternoon, so it can be just 
a one day trip.  I recommend that you attend if possible, as it is normally a good auction with 
fair prices.  If you need information to get there, it is best to check the VRPS.org website, as 
there is no address for the building. 
Later in March is the Carolinas Chapter of the AWA meet in Charlotte, North Carolina, on 
March 23 thru 25th.  It is a fairly large meet sponsored by an active group of collectors.  
There is a large flea market all day Saturday and a Friday kickoff auction.  It is worthwhile to 
attend, but a long trip. 
See you at our meeting with your Kansas sets! 
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Contest Categories for the 2017 OKVRC Spring Meet: 
 
1.  Battery and Crystal Receivers, Pre-1930 
2.  Tombstone and Cathedral Receivers 
3.  Horizontal Wooden Receivers 
4.  Metal Sets after 1926 (includes amateur receivers and transmitters) 
5.  AC/DC Bakelite or Plastic Receivers 
6.  Transistor Radios 
7.  Console Receivers (includes radio/phono combos and televisions) 
8.  Art Deco and Novelty AC operated Receivers 
9.  Foreign Made Receivers and Equipment, pre 1957. 
10. Homebrew and Kit Receivers 
11. Accessory Items (tubes, speakers, antennas, test equipment, etc.) 
12. Open Category (anything that doesn’t fit in another category) 
13. Best Restoration (this can be displayed in any category, but will be judged on restoration                                          

quality.  Documentation of condition before restoration is encouraged) 
14. People’s Choice ( ballot of favorite display of all who attend) 
15. Best of Show  (one of the first place winners from the other categories) 
 

 
Report for the OKVRC Meeting 02/11/2017 

 
What a difference a month makes!  An ice storm last month (1/14) led to the delay of 

our regular second-Saturday-of-the-month meeting at Spencer’s Bar-b-que for one week. 
This month, no problems with the weather at all, in fact I think we set a record of eighty-five 
degrees for this date! So we got a respectable crowd of about fifteen club members to show 
up at Spencer’s Bar-b-que for this month’s meeting. 

 We all enjoyed dinner until about 7:00, when Club President Jim Collings called the 
meeting to order. We covered some club business, including our upcoming convention and 
swap meet at the Midwest Community Center in April. Remember, the spring meet is where 
we have our contest. That is always a lot of fun and a chance to show off your prize sets. So 
start looking through your collection for something cool to exhibit, and don’t forget to look 
for things you want to sell, either at a table or in the silent auction. 

 Last month’s program was on radios made in New Jersey. This month, we move to 
New Jersey’s neighbor state of New York. In the most famous radio broadcast to occur 
during the Golden Age of Radio, Orson Well’s 1938 “War of the Worlds”, the Martians 
landed in New Jersey and then marched on New York City. What were they looking for? If 
they were looking for radios, they had come to the right place. While New York City is 
known today more for high finance and the entertainment industry, the Big Apple and its 
surrounding areas were once home to a lot of radio manufacturers. Our club members 
brought in some memorable examples of these to share. 

Your club secretary brought in two radios from New York. The first was a Grebe CR-9 
made in Richmond Hill, a suburb of New York City. It is a three-tube regenerative from 
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1921. Like most of Grebe’s early sets, it is housed in an attractive tiger oak cabinet. The 
filament rheostats use the thumb-operated horizontally mounted knobs which would become 
ubiquitous on later Grebe models like the Synchrophase. I also brought in a Freshman 
Masterpiece radio from 1925.The Chas. Freshman Company packaged a basic five-tube TRF 
receiver in a wide selection of table and floor cabinets, with at least three different styles of 
front panel controls. The Freshman Masterpiece had a reputation as a mediocre performer, 
but it was cheap and sold well. And a lot of them have survived, so it couldn’t have been all 
that bad. 

Member Jim Ray brought in two of his beautiful German radios, a 1959 Olympic 
27015 Continental made by Swabe-Lorens and a 1958 Olympic Opta 5711W made by 
Lowell-Opta. What is their New York connection? The company that distributed them in the 
United States was the Olympic Radio and Television Corporation, headquartered in New 
York. In any case, it was a great chance to see a couple of Jim’s fine European radios again! 

Club President Jim Collins brought in several New York radios to share. We got to see 
an early four-tube Neutrodyne radio, a FADA 160 from 1923. Jim also showed us Amsco 
Orthophone impedance matching device and a Malone-Lemon receiver from 1925 made by 
the Carlyle Radio and Electric Company. We then got to see a Philmore “doghouse” crystal 
set from the nineteen-thirties, and an Emerson “toaster” model BF207 radio from 1937. A lot 
of great radios came out of New York; sadly, almost all of these companies have long 
vanished, like most of the domestic consumer electronics industry in this country. 

We finished off a great evening with our always popular donation auction. A wide 
range interesting items was up for grabs. A Film-o-Sound movie projector, a 1909 Electrical 
and Mechanical magazine in excellent condition, a box of speakers, a flat of tubes, a Conair 
VOM, a box of misc. parts, a box of books and manuals, a General X80 radio from 1935, and 
last-but-not-least, a Zenith radio-phono in excellent condition. Sale prices were a buck or two 
on most items, but a couple of the nicer items like the 1909 magazine and the Zenith went for 
five or six dollars. 

Thanks for coming those of you who made it, and I’ll see you at the March meeting! 
 
 

OKVRC Spring Swap Meet Raffle 
 
The item offered for the raffle this spring will be this beautiful 1934 GE M61 tombstone 
radio.  It has been fully restored, plays very well and would be a wonderful addition to 
anyone’s collection 
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February Meeting Pictures 
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Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation 
of historicalinformation and enjoyment of club members and friends.  Articles on subjects of interest to radio 
collectors, news of club activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to 
the Broadcast News Editor, c/o OKVRC,PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625or e-mailed 
RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit 
and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained from the editor of Broadcast News. 
 
BOARD: 

President                                   Jim Collings                                           jrcradio@cox.net 
Secretary                                    Jim Tyrrell                                      jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net 
Treasurer Jim Ray                                               jabray71@hotmail.com 

 
BROADCAST NEWS STAFF: 

Editor  Raymond Cady           cadyraymond1@gmail.com 
Contributing Editor                  Art Hoch      artdrhs@yahoo.com 
Contributing Editor                  John L Reynolds         tack1@flash.net  
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MEMBERSHIP: 
OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in ourcelebration of Vintage Radio by sending your check 
to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625. If your membership has expired, you are in jeopardy of being 
dropped from the Broadcast News distribution list, so please send in your dues today. 

 
 
 

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS 
 

Send all ads to: OKVRC, Attn: Editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 
Or E-mail directly to cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads. 

WANTED: Tube Testers! Interested in models from Hickok, Triplett, Sencore, B&K, Heathkit, Mercury, 
Jackson, Precise, Stark, Marconi, and Realistic (Radio Shack). Contact Jim Ray, 
emailjabray71@hotmail.com or call (405) 514-8046. 

WANTED: Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, 
boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414) 840-4146 or 
radioman@wi.rr.com.. 

FOR SALE: Magnet Wire different sizes available at reduced prices. Contact Mike  (405) 376-9473 
email:  orders@coaxman.com  

FOR SALE: Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while working on it.  Small 
stand - $37.50, and Brackets $2.50 plus shipping. Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - $2.50 plus 
shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail scstrong1@cox.net. 

SERVICE: Old Radio Restoration and Servicing by Raymond Cady. Let me  make it like new again. Email: 
cadyraymond1@gmail.com or call (405) 820-8014. Edmond, OK. 

WANTED: Old comics wanted. Send lists to Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961 Glendale, CA 91221-3961 
FOR SALE: RCA Radiola RC (RADA) $200; Fender Super Reverb Vintage Guitar Amplifier, $900. Wanted: 

Tubes and Tube type Amplifiers.  Jim Collings, 14704 Carlingford Way, Edmond, OK 73013  
(405)-755-4139. 

FOR SALE: Would you like to play your digital music collection on your antique radios?  You need an AM 
transmitter.  This transmitter has USB and SD card connections plus a built in FM tuner. Optional 
Bluetooth connection to a smartphone or tablet. Enjoy your music! Only $85 with Bluetooth or 
$75 without Bluetooth.  cadyraymond1@gmail.com or call (405) 820-8014. Edmond, OK. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OKVRC EDITOR:  Broadcast News 
PO BOX 50625 
Midwest City 
OK 73140-5625 
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