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Happy Valentine’s Day!  Our meeting is not on Valentine’s Day this year, but a day earlier, 

Feb 13
th
.  It will be at Spencer’s Barbeque & Smokehouse, 9900 NE 23

RD
 ST, OKC, with 

dinner around 6 and the meeting starting at 7 PM.  For the program we will continue our 

theme of radio development over time, and this meeting will cover from 1935 to the 

beginning of WW II.  So bring a radio from this era.  One of the new innovations was 

pushbutton tuning.  This era also created some of the most attractive art deco designs.  It was 

the beginning of HiFi as high quality sets were made with large tube compliments, and 

commercial quality components.  So, there are numerous reasons to bring a radio for display 

and to talk about.  It should be a great meeting! We will also discuss plans for our upcoming 

swap meet on April 9
th

.  Don’t forget to bring items for the donation auction.   

 

Thanks to everyone who has paid their dues.  If you have not paid yet for 2016, please send 

$15 to our P. O. Box.  Dues for everyone are due for the calendar year 2015.  If you have not 

paid at the last meeting, or the Christmas party, your dues are due.  Elsewhere in this issue is 

a form you can fill out to send with your check. 

 

As promised, here’s my annual list of upcoming major radio events for your use in planning 

your vacation to attend radio meets: 

 

 

Feb. 12-13, 2016 Central Florida Radio Exchange Mt. Dora, FL 

 

Feb. 12-13, 2016 HVRA Convention   Houston, TX 

 

March 19, 2016  VRPS Spring Auction   Irving, TX 

 

March 24-26, 2016 Carolinas Chapter AWA Meet Charlotte, NC 

 

April 9, 2016  OKVRC Annual Meet   Midwest City, OK 

 

May 13-14, 2016 DVHRC Antiques Radio Show Kutztown, PA 
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May 20-21, 2016 NARC Radio Daze   Plymouth, MN 

 

May 21, 2016  VRPS Spring Swap Meet  Irving, TX 

 

June 11, 2016  HLARA Summer Sizzler  Broken Arrow, OK  

 

July 7-9, 2016  MARC Extravaganza   Kalamazoo, MI 

 

July 29-31, 2016 ARCI Radiofest   xx, IL (Chicago Area) 

 

August 16-20, 2016 AWA Conference   Rochester, NY 

 

September 17, 2016 HLARA Swap Meet   Tulsa, OK 

 

September 17, 2016 VRPS Summer Swap Meet  Irving, TX 

 

Sept. 16-17, 2016 DVHRC Antiques Radio Show Kutztown, PA 

 

October 8, 2016 OKVRC Fall Swap Meet  Midwest City, OK 

 

Nov. 18-20, 2016 VRPS Annual Convention  Mesquite, TX 

 

Everyone should plan to attend at least the local events, our two big meets in Midwest City.   

 

Don’t forget our big annual meet will be on Saturday, April 9
th

 at the Midwest City 

Community Center, beginning at 8 AM.  We will have a contest, swap meet, silent auction, 

and live auction.  It is not too early to begin planning, and to get publicity out.  If you have a 

category that you would like to see for the contest, please let me know so that it can be 

included.   See you at the next meeting. 

 

Report for the OKVRC Meeting 01/09/2016 

 

Brrrrr! After a surprisingly mild December, Old Man Winter has arrived in Oklahoma. 

With temperatures in the forties, thirties and even twenties, I don’t think I’ll be wearing 

shorts again for a while. But I like the colder weather because we generally don’t have to 

worry about tornados. If only the ground would stop shaking! As a native Californian, I 

thought I had left earthquakes behind when I moved here in 1998. What next, tornados in Los 

Angeles? 

Despite the nippy weather, a better than average crowd of about seventeen OKVRC  

members and spouses made it to Spencer’s Bar-b-que for our first meeting of 2016. We 

enjoyed dinner from about 5:45 to 7:00, when Club President Jim Collings called the meeting 

to order, and brought us to date on some radio news.  We got to hear about the big VPRS 

convention and swap meet that took place down in Texas the week before Thanksgiving. I’m 
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used to hearing about these with casual curiosity, but one of our members brought along 

some pictures he took there of the incredible amount of stuff for sale. I have decided to go 

next fall for sure!  

  Once the announcements were over, we started the evening’s program. For several 

month’s we have been taking a chronological tour through radio history, which started with 

early twenties battery radios and last November covered early (1927-1929) AC radios. 

Tonight’s program will be on radios from 1930 to 1933.  

Most people agree that the nineteen thirties were the Golden Age of radio.  The thirties 

were before television, but after the twenties when many radios were still expensive and 

difficult to operate, and during a time where broadcast radio reached its heights as an 

entertainment medium. Table radios became very popular in the thirties, as many people in 

the Great Depression could not afford the console models so popular in the late 1920’s. 

Cathedral table models were extremely popular in the thirties, and remain today the iconic 

symbol of old radio to most people. Cathedrals were made from about 1928 through 1938, 

with probably ninety percent built and sold between 1930 and 1934. They were first sold in 

the late twenties primarily by smaller west coast manufacturers, but by 1930 were being sold 

by the large manufacturers like Philco, Atwater-Kent, and Crosley. Interestingly, solid state 

replica cathedrals, usually much smaller than the originals, have been manufactured and sold 

non-stop since the mid nineteen seventies! Like the television show Star Trek, sometimes the 

nostalgia afterlife of something goes on for far longer than its original lifespan. 

Your Club Secretary brought in an Atwater-Kent model 84 cathedral table model, so 

did club member Roger Knopf! The 84 was a popular set in its day, and being well made like 

all AK’s many survived.  Roger also brought in a Philco 89 cathedral, and member Ray Cady 

brought in a similar set, a Philco 89B. I was surprised that no one brought in a Philco 90B 

cathedral! They were Philco’s biggest and probably most famous set, and while they are 

fairly common, they still command top dollar because of their beauty and imposing size. 

Philco made a lot of cathedral radios, and it was probably the sight of one of them at a swap 

meet years ago that got us started in the hobby.  

Another popular radio type that first started coming out around in the early thirties was 

the AC-DC radio. Strictly speaking, an AC-DC set is any radio which does not have a power 

transformer, and has the tube filaments wired in series. Most AC-DC sets were compact and 

inexpensive, since they did not need the bulky and expensive power transformer. While AC-

DC sets would explode in popularity later in the thirties (especially housed in the new plastic 

cabinets) a few AC-DC sets date from 1932-1933. Your club secretary brought in a United 

Motors model 404 from 1933. This compact little five tube set has a rather attractive wood 

cabinet with brass escutcheons around the volume and tuning knobs. It also has the original 

wood back, a feature often missing from surviving sets. Jim Collings brought in another 

small AC-DC set 5-tube set, a Sentinel. These nifty and affordable small sets enabled 

everyone in the family to enjoy their favorite radio program in the privacy of their own 

rooms, instead of having to share (and fight over) the big “family” radio in the living room. 

Soon it was time for the donation auction. We have been the lucky recipients of lots of 

items donated by William Beasley. There were too many items to list them all, but they 

included tubes, many boxes of electronic parts of all types, ham radio stuff, power supplies, 

books on electronics, wire and cable, test equipment, even QSL cards. Just about everyone 
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took home a bunch of bargain goodies, and the auction raised much needed funds for the 

club. 

Next month we will cover radios from 1934-1937. Everyone try to bring in at least one 

radio from that era to share. See you then! 

 

Repairing a Damaged Bakelite Radio Case  
Prepared by Gary Swymeler, OKVRC Member 1/12/16 
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Extensive damage from the left rear to the mid front and then up to the dial face!  Several 

different items were used in the repair of this case. 

1.  Flightline Hobby Insta-Cure Super Thin 1-3 second Cyanoacrylate glue to piece the 

pieces back together. (Available through Amazon) 

2. Milliput Superfine two-part epoxy putty for filling in any voids and blending the 

broken case back to original contours.  (Available through Amazon) 

3. A Scorchbrite pad to break the glaze on the Bakelite for better adhesion of the 

Milliput.  (Available most supermarkets) 

4. 220, 320 and 400 grit wet-or-dry sandpaper along with a 3”x 3/4” or so long wooden 

block to sand the excess off and ensure smooth, straight, even case walls.  (Available 

most hardware stores or Amazon 

5. Lacquer Primer Filler in the rattle can, I use black.  (Available at Amazon or 

automotive parts store) 

6. Clear Lacquer in the rattle can.  (Available at Amazon or automotive parts store.  I use 

this to coat the interior of the case after priming to give an even color and somewhat 

original color back to the Bakelite. 

Procedure for Bakelite Case Damage Repair 

The first step in the repair is to ensure there are no small pieces of Bakelite adhering to the 

broken pieces that would impair the broken pieces from fitting tightly back together.  I do a 

test fit of broken pieces ensuring they will fit back together.  Sometimes there is a certain 

order necessary to reassemble the parts, remember that order.  Once comfortable with the fit 

reassemble the parts and apply the Cyanoacrylate glue to the broken joints and hold until set. 

(This only takes a few seconds; the better you fit these, the less work you will have when 

finishing.)  Set aside and allow the glue to cure.  You may need to give several applications 

of the Cyanoacrylate ensuring the cracks are thoroughly filled with the glue.  Once cured take 

your Scotchbrite pad and thoroughly scrub the Bakelite at all breaks ensuring the original 

Bakelite shiny finish has been dulled.  At this point you can mix up a small portion of the 

Milliput epoxy paste and using a small scraper, I use a single edge razor blade, and apply it 

over the broken pieces in a thin layer.  After this has set you can take the sanding block and 

the coarser of the sandpaper and remove all that is necessary to achieve a matching flat 

smooth surface.  Continue with thin coats of the Milliput until the damaged area matches the 

original contours of the case.  Once satisfied with the contours and evenness use the primer 

filler, coating the repaired area with several coats.  The combination of the Cyanoacrylate and 

Milliput epoxy paste makes a durable repair I have found to be every bit as strong as the 

original unbroken Bakelite.  After this has dried use the 400 grit sandpaper to bring the area 

back to a blemish free (no pits or chips) surface.  This may require several primer coats to 

achieve the desired finish.  Once satisfied with the primed and sanded damage repair I use the 

Scotchbrite pad going over the entire case.  This gives a good surface for whatever paint you 

are going to use in the final finish.  The case is now ready for the final color coat.  

Case Repair Completed Ready for Final Color Finish (Four Pictures) 
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Inside of case at repaired area 

 
Outside of case at repaired area 

 

 
Bottom of case at repaired are 
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Backside of Case at Repaired Area 
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Pictures from the January Meeting 
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Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation 

of historicalinformation and enjoyment of club members and friends.  Articles on subjects of interest to radio 

collectors, news of club activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to 

the Broadcast News Editor, c/o OKVRC,PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625or e-mailed 

RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit 

and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained from the editor of Broadcast News. 

 

BOARD: 
President                                   Jim Collings                                           jrcradio@cox.net 

Secretary                                    Jim Tyrrell                                      jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer Jim Ray                                               jabray71@hotmail.com 
 

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF: 

Editor  Raymond Cady           cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

Contributing Editor                  Art Hoch     artdrhs@yahoo.com 

Contributing Editor                  John L Reynolds  tack1@flash.net  
 

MEMBERSHIP: 

OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in ourcelebration of Vintage Radio by sending your check 

to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625. If your membership has expired, you are in jeopardy of being 

dropped from the Broadcast News distribution list, so please send in your dues today. 
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OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS 

Send all ads to: OKVRC, Attn: Editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 

Or E-mail directly to cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads. 

WANTED: Tube Testers! Interested in models from Hickok, Triplett, Sencore, B&K, Heathkit, Mercury, 

Jackson, Precise, Stark, Marconi, and Realistic (Radio Shack). Contact Jim Ray, 

emailjabray71@hotmail.com or call (405) 514-8046. 

WANTED: Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, 

boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414) 840-4146or 

radioman@wirr.com.. 

FOR SALE: Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear Signal 

Products, Inc. (405) 745-9473 email:  wire@coaxman.com.  

FOR SALE: Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while working on it.  Small 

stand - $37.50, and Brackets $2.50 plus shipping. Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - $2.50 plus 

shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail scstrong1@cox.net. 

SERVICE: Old Radio Restoration and Servicing byRaymond Cady. Let me make it like new again. Email: 

cadyraymond1@gmail.com or call (405) 820-8014. Edmond, OK. 

WANTED: Old comics wanted. Send lists to Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961 Glendale, CA 91221-3961 

FOR SALE: Giant Zenith 12S370 console, original finish, $600; Atwater Kent 10C (4700) breadboard, nice 

working, $800; Crosley 50, $75, Crosley 52, $75; Burns black celluloid horn, perfect, $300; RCA 

AeriolaSr, $100; Paragon RA-10/DA-2, $800; Get these before they go to the VRPS auction!  Jim 

Collings, 14704 Carlingford Way, Edmond, OK 73013  (405)-755-4139. 

FOR SALE: Seven different vintage keys (Morse Code) mounted on 2 display boards with Telegraph 

Collectors Guide.  Won blue ribbon in 2008 with OKVRC. I am asking $300.00 for these vintage 

keys.  Call 580 223-6072. 

FOR SALE: Rare military version (olive drab in color) Zenith Transoceanic Radio, Model R-520/URR. Has 

“USA” stamped on one end.  Identification plate has been removed and radio is in good 

condition. I have an instruction book (157 pages) for this receiver. I am asking $1200 but will 

consider a reasonable offer for this radio. Call 580 223-6072. 

FOR SALE: Would you like to play your digital music collection on your antique radios?  You need an AM 

transmitter.  This transmitter has USB and SD card connections plus a built in FM tuner. It will 

Bluetooth connect to a smartphone or tablet. Enjoy your music! Only $75 

cadyraymond1@gmail.com or call (405) 820-8014. Edmond, OK. 

 

 

 

OKVRC EDITOR:  Broadcast News 

PO BOX 50625 

Midwest City 

OK 73140-5625 
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