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Our August meeting is coming up, August 8th at Spencer’s Barbeque and Smokehouse at 

9900 NE 23
RD

 Street.  The actual meeting starts at 7PM, preceded by dinner at about 6.  The 

topic for the meeting is the next logical progression from last month’s topic which was three 

dialer battery radios.  The topic is 1 dial battery radios.  Manufacturers learned that the three 

variable condenser tuning dials could be operated together with one dial, making tuning 

much easier.  This was accomplished by banding the condensers together with metal bands, 

or by mounting them on the same shaft.  There is a lot more variety in these sets as compared 

to the three dialers, so it will be interesting to see the sets at the meeting.  As usual if you 

have something you would like to show which is not related to the topic, it will be welcomed.  

Another order of business this month is to have our annual election of officers.  I believe all 

the current officers are willing to serve another term, but if you would like to serve the club, 

I’m sure a place could be found for you.  Of course, we’ll have our usual donation auction at 

the end of the meeting, so bring something you don’t need that someone else may have a use 

for.  There are also more items from the large lot that was recently donated for us to 

purchase. 

At the end of July is the annual ARCI Radiofest meet which will be in a new location this 

year in Burr Ridge, Illinois, a south suburb of Chicago.  The Zenith Radio Company will be 

commemorated, and there will be a special exhibit of Zenith radios.  ARCI has sent out 

several emails to the membership indicating that the allotted rooms in the hotel (which were 

more than last year) were all full, and that flea market spots were used up with only spaces in 

the grass left.  So it should be a much larger meet than in the past.  Jim Sargent from the 

VRPS will be the auctioneer.  If you need information to attend, please advise.   I hope to 

give a review of it in next month’s Broadcast News. 

See you at the August meeting. 

 

Report for the OKVRC Meeting 07/11/2015 

 

Summer is here in Oklahoma with a vengeance! After an unusually wet spring, July 

temperatures are getting close to the century mark. With weather too hot and humid to do 

much outdoors, why not spend the second Saturday evening enjoying the delicious food and 
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ice-cold air conditioning at Spencer’s Barbeque? Not to mention the fun and fellowship of 

fellow antique radio collectors! Sound like a great combination? Our club members must 

agree, because we had twenty six members at our July meeting, almost twice what we usually 

attract. It was great to see everyone! 

Club President Jim Collings is still recovering from his leg injury and subsequent 

surgery, but like a trooper he and wife Julie joined us for the night’s activities. After we had 

all finished eating dinner, Jim called the meeting to order and brought us to date on some 

upcoming swap meets planned by other clubs. Once the announcements were out of the way, 

we got down to the evening’s program: mid-twenties three-knob five-tube battery powered 

radios. 

Radio production and sales to the average consumer began with the introduction of 

broadcast radio in 1920, starting with KDKA in Pittsburg and WWJ in Detroit. From 1923 to 

1925 the vast majority of radios sold to consumers were the three-knob, five tube Tuned 

Radio Frequency battery powered type. These radios used a straightforward TRF circuit 

which could be used without patent costs.  Two RF stages, a detector and two audio stages 

utilized five basic triode tubes.  A small percentage of these radios used the so-called 

Neutrodyne circuit, which was licensed from Hazeltine Laboratories, and provided superior 

noise rejection. With generic parts readily available, literally hundreds of new and existing 

companies began to offer these radios to the public, who were eager to get in on the radio 

craze. Despite the fact that these sets were largely obsolete within four years, surprising 

numbers escaped the trash heap, and have survived to line the display shelves in collector’s 

homes today. 

Our club members brought in several of these early radio sets to share. Gary Swymeler 

brought in an Oriel, an unusually small and compact set. I’ve seen Oriel sets of slightly later 

vintage, but none this early, or as compact in size. Bob Shindhelm showed us a nice FADA 

Neutrolet from 1924 also. Jim Collings brought in a 1924 Freshman Masterpiece, a set which 

was sold in many different cabinet styles and dial types, but used the identical chassis. Mike 

Swinney brought in an unusually large three-knobber, one of the biggest I have ever seen, 

with internal compartments for storing the batteries. Your club secretary brought in a 

Murdoch Neutrodyne, also from 1924. One unusual feature of this set is that it does not have 

hinged lid on top, a standard feature on at least 95% of the radios sold at that time. I also 

brought in an Imperial Five, sold by the Imperial Merchandise Company, whatever that was. 

There is no record of it in Ryder’s, and I have never seen another, even on EBay. It seems a 

perfect example of a set build by one of the many small radio companies that flashed in and 

out of existence in the mid nineteen twenties.  

Naturally, tuning these sets was difficult as not many of us are born with three hands. 

Some makers connected the antenna and first RF stage tuning capacitors, reducing the 

number of knobs to a more convenient two. By 1926, most radio makers had reduced the 

tuning to a single knob, usually by adding a third RF stage, and ganging all four tuning 

capacitors together. This provided the basic layout for most late battery (1926-1927), and 

early AC radios (1927-1930). In 1930 the RCA patent lock on the Superheterodyne radio 

circuit was lifted, and TRF circuits passed into history.  
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Our program for next month will be on late battery sets, since this is a natural follow 

on to tonight’s program. So look through your collection for that six-tube one knob set with 

the big battery cable “tail” hanging out the back, and bring it in! 

We ended the night’s activities with our always popular donation auction. Many extra 

nice items were donated by Jack Ramsey. Several small televisions, an Emerson portable 

AM-FM radio with CD player, a flat of capacitors, a box of tubes, and several Ryder’s 

television manuals all found new homes.  Thanks to everyone who came, the great turnout 

was much appreciated. See you next month! 

 

 

 

Accessory Corner  by Jim Collings 

Western Electric 522-W Receiver With Victrola Attachment 

 

 
 

This month’s featured item is the Western Electric 522-W Receiver with Victrola 

Attachment.  This is an item designed to use the horn in your phonograph rather than 

purchasing a new radio horn.  Almost everyone owned a Victrola type phonograph before the 

advent of radio, so it was a cheaper way to get amplification and share radio programing with 

others.  It is essentially an earphone used as a horn driver equipped with a little stand to sit 

upright. The reproducer is removed from the phonograph, and the driver connected to the 

phonograph tonearm, probably by a rubber connector. Most manufacturers of earphones and 

horn speakers made these adaptors, with some variation in the throat size of the receiver to 

match the various tone arm sizes of different phonograph manufacturers.  Of course the radio 
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set needed to be at least a three tube set to have enough output to drive the unit.  This 

Western Electric 522-W example has a 1200 ohm coil, and is the same driver as used on the 

models 521-W and 521-CW horns. It was first made about 1922, and sold for $12.  This price 

represented a significant savings over a complete horn which cost more than $20.  These are 

fairly common, with one available fairly often on eBay. 

 

  
           
 

Pictures from July’s Meeting 
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Tech Tip 

The 1629 tube can be used to replace 6U5, 6E5, 6G5, etc. tuning eyes if you 

make an adapter and increase the filament voltage to 12 volts. At first it seems 

like another filament transformer must be added but this is not necessary. The 

1629 as well as most tubes will operate on AC or DC for the filament voltage. For 

AC radios you can make a simple voltage doubler that will convert the 6.3 volt 

filament of the original tuning eye tube to over 12 volts DC for the 1629. To 

make the doubler two 470 mfd capacitors and two 1N4001 or similar diodes are 

required. See the diagram below:  

 

 

 

 

Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation 

of historical information and enjoyment of club members and friends.  Articles on subjects of interest to radio 

collectors, news of club activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to 

the Broadcast News Editor, c/o OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed 

RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit 

and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained from the editor of Broadcast News. 

 

BOARD:  
President                                   Jim Collings                                                    jrcradio@cox.net 

Secretary                                    Jim Tyrrell                                             jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer Jim Ray                                                jabray71@hotmail.com 
 

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF: 

Editor                                         Raymond Cady           cadyraymond1@gmail.com 

Contributing Editor                  Art Hoch                 artdrhs@yahoo.com 

Contributing Editor                  John L Reynolds                                            tack1@flash.net  
 

MEMBERSHIP: 

OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your 

check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625. If your membership has expired, you are in jeopardy of 

being dropped from the Broadcast News distribution list, so please send in your dues today. 
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OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS 

Send all ads to: OKVRC, Attn: Editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625   

Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM 

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.  

WANTED:   Tube Testers! Interested in models from Hickok, Triplett, Sencore, B&K, Heathkit, Mercury, 

Jackson, Precise, Stark, Marconi, and Realistic (Radio Shack). Contact Jim Ray, email 

jabray71@hotmail.com or call (405) 514-8046. 

WANTED: Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, 

boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414) 840-4146 or 

radioman@wirr.com. . 

FOR SALE: Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear Signal 

Products, Inc.  (405) 745-9473 email:  wire@coaxman.com.  

FOR SALE: Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while working on it.  Small 

stand - $37.50, and Brackets $2.50 plus shipping. Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - $2.50 plus 

shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail scstrong1@cox.net. 

SERVICE: Old Radio Restoration and Servicing by Raymond Cady. Let me make it like new again. Email: 

cadyraymond1@gmail.com or call (405) 820-8014. Edmond, OK. 

WANTED: Old comics wanted. Send lists to Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961 Glendale, CA 91221-3961 

FOR SALE:  Stromberg Carlson elaborate console, looks like a block front dresser with doors and Queen Ann 

legs, unrestored $100.  Zenith 7S240 shutterdial  chairside, refinished, working, $200.  Jim 

Collings, 14704 Carlingford Way, Edmond, OK 73013  (405)-755-4139. 
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