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OKVRC  MEETING  LOCATION  CHANGED! 
 

Our meeting location has changed after not having accommodations and holding most of the meeting 

in the parking lot last month.  We will meet at the Oklahoma Station Bar B Q at 4333 NW 50
th

 Street 

in Oklahoma City, just east of Meridian.  We met there for a while many years ago.  I believe we will 

be meeting there for at least the near future.  As typical, the meeting starts at 7 PM with dinner at about 

6.  Our topic this month is early AC sets.  So bring an early AC operated set, the earlier the better.  We 

most often think of the Atwater Kent metal sets, and RCA Radiola 17 and 18s, but there are similar 

sets by most radio manufacturers.  Some of the earliest AC sets used Kellogg type 401 tubes, and 

others used typical battery set tubes but had AC power supplies to provide the needed voltages.  I hope 

we have some interesting examples.  I understand that Dale has completed restoration of the tombstone 

set which was donated, and will display it at the meeting.  It will be raffled off at our fall meet.   

 

It’s time to start thinking about our fall swap meet at the Midwest City Community Center on Saturday 

morning, October 12
th

.  We can talk about details at the meeting.  Our big Spring meet will be on 

Saturday, April 19
th

.  Note that this is the 3
rd

 Saturday of the month rather than our usual 2
nd

 Saturday.  

We got beat out by a wedding by not reserving quick enough.  On a different note, we need someone to 

host the Christmas party in December this year.  If you are willing to share your home please contact 

me. 

 

Julie and I went to RADIOFEST, sponsored by ARCI in Willowbrook, Illinois, south of Chicago 

earlier this month.  It was a good meet, as we got to see a lot of radio-collecting friends, especially 

from the Midwest.  Jack Bauman who was an active member of our club before moving to St. Louis, 

sent his greetings.   

 

The meet started off on Thursday night with the auction.  Check in of items started at 4:30 for the 6:30 

event.  They have a unique arrangement for the local club to benefit from the auction.  Rather than 

charging a commission, they have a flat $5 fee for every item entered.  You pay the fee up front, so if 

your item does not sell you are out the $5.  Also, there is a 5% buyer’s premium on the sales price for 

the buyer.  I believe it works out pretty well for them.  Jim Sargent from the VRPS was the auctioneer, 

and with the help of Frank Rasada describing the sets, everything went smoothly.  Sellers are able to 

place a minimum which, if not reached, will keep the item from selling.  The auction started on time 

and prices were fairly high.  Very few items were passed, as often the seller lowered their minimums 

for the sale to go thru.  I entered a handful of items, and was pleased that all my expensive items sold.  
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I purchased the mystery item which I brought to the last meeting, plus some tubes.  (We decided that 

the mystery item is an applause meter from the mid 1930’s).  Complimentary pizza was served near the 

auction’s end.  Many people complained about how bad the pizza was on Saturday, but I was starving 

and it tasted great to me!  Check out was much quicker than last year.  Buyers only were allowed to 

check out first, followed by everyone else.  The removal of items from the auction room was 

supervised, so nothing could be removed until after checkout…even seller’s unsold items.  So that 

made for a long night for anyone who bought quite a bit and also sold items.  Fortunately, I did not buy 

anything that required disassembly to fit in the car.   

 

The Flea market began at 7 AM on Friday morning but there was light rain on and off.  Soon it cleared 

off and was nice the rest of the day.  I purchased a lot of lesser value items.  I sold most of my items 

that were of significance. 

 

We attended the Friday night banquet and viewed the contest entries during the cocktail time before.  

The speaker was a telegraphy collector and he spoke of his experiences setting up the telegraph room 

for movie sets and working with Stephen Spielberg on the movie Lincoln.  It was interesting and 

entertaining.  The banquet was improved, as they had cut out much time that was taken in previous 

years to thank all who helped make the meet a success, and worked in serving the organization. The 

contest had quite a few interesting items and displays.  Our member Dale Boyce had an impressive 

display of Briggs & Stratton, BASCO items.  He also made a presentation earlier in the day.  He has 

pledged to present his articles for publication in our Broadcast News.   

 

Saturday morning it was the flea market again.  I did not see anything that I had not seen on Friday.  I 

did sell a few more things to new buyers.  We added items to the donation auction, but headed home 

before it started.  There were some interesting items donated, but I had the SUV full enough.  It was a 

great meet, and we plan to attend next year. 

 

See you at our meeting with your early AC set!  Remember to bring something for the donation 

auction. 

Oklahoma Bar B Q Station is located just East of the intersection of N. Meridian and NW 50
th

 street at 

4333 NW 50
th

 Street in OKC. (947-2-7277)  

(You can use the 50
th
 street exit on the Hefner Parkway, just south of Integris Baptist hospital. Go West on the 

50
th
 street. The restaurant is about1 ¼ mile on your right.  

 

Report for the OKVRC Meeting 08/10/2013 

Another summer weekend here in Oklahoma City. The weather has been cooler than usual this 

summer, with so much rain we are all saving money not having to run our sprinklers. A small 

compensation perhaps, for the hellish spring tornados that hit the metropolitan OKC area last spring. 

But whatever the weather, hard core OKVRC members try not to miss our monthly dinner meeting! 

We had a fair turnout of sixteen people for our regular monthly meeting at Swadley’s restaurant 

in Bethany. We enjoyed dinner from about 5:30 to 7:00 PM, I say enjoyed because the food was good 

but Swadley’s isn’t working out as a venue for our club. Ever since they opened up the semi-private 

room where we used to meet into the main dining room, the noise and lack of privacy have been a 

major problem. This month the restaurant was packed, and they would not allow us to use the new 

private dining room where we held our after-dinner meeting last month. So we adjourned to the 

parking lot! 

Moving our meeting outside meant we were serenaded by the sound of emergency vehicles 

blasting their sirens in the street, as well a group of seriously over-aged Harley Davidson buffs holding 



 3 

their own meeting in the parking lot, and revving their engines for all to hear.  One article of business 

we have agreed on: we are done with Swadley’s. 

Our topic for tonight’s program was “What is it?” If you have ever watched that PBS show; 

“This Old House”, the ones where those contractor guys make any home repair look very easy (at least 

until you try and do it yourself!) you have seen a little segment called “What is it? That is where they 

take turns trying to figure out what some unusual tool is, and what it is used for.  We decided to try 

something similar, bring in mystery radio or other electronic components to see if anyone could figure 

out what they were, in some cases the owner didn’t even know! 

Your club secretary brought two strange items. The first was a new-in-the-box “Stabilizing 

Amplifier” built in 1960 by the George A  Philbrick Research company. This company built analog 

computers back in the fifties and early sixties. Probably every computer, large or small, that most 

people have ever seen is digital, representing ones and zeros with the presence or absence of a voltage. 

Analog computers used complex waveforms to model mathematical equations and simulate systems. 

Today they exist only in museums. I also brought in a “Radio Frequency Filter” I found in a box of 

junk. I had no idea what it was until I saw one in a photo of a gunner’s station in a B-29 bomber. It was 

mounted on the bulkhead next to the Plexiglas bubble where the gunner operated his remote sighting 

mechanism for the aircraft’s gun turrets. A cable from it went to the gunner’s headphones. If anyone 

out there is restoring a WWII aircraft and wants it, it’s yours.  

 
Club President Jim Collings showed us an unusual chassis that appears to be a cross between a power 

supply and a radio. It has two separate power cords. Some power supply components, a crystal, some 

RF coils, and a speaker hookup. It is clearly homemade but well crafted. We are still unsure of what is 

actually is for. Another mystery item included a wooden cabinet containing a tuner, a double button 

carbon mike, a meter, and several amplifiers tubes. One person suggested it might have been an 

“applause-o-meter” used to measure studio audiences enjoyment of a show. It sounds weird but we 

can’t think of much else! 

          “Applause Meter?” 

One of our members brought in an old, wood and brass compass. Sure, we can all recognize 

what that is, but how do your account for the brass binding posts? We assume they were added to 

provide lighting for the inside of the instrument. We looked at another item someone identified as the 

base for a horn speaker. An even bigger challenge was identifying a mystery gauge of some sort. One 

of our members identified it as a dial gauge used to checking run out on a lathe. Those of you who are 

machinists would understand what that is! 
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We finished up the evening with our always fun and interesting donation auction. We had a 

nice Delco floor console radio from about 1936 donated to the club, in excellent cosmetic and working 

condition, complete with a large Zenith-type round dial and a bright green tuning eye. We auctioned it 

off right there in the parking lot; Robert Padilla got it for the bargain price of only $45. I guess no one 

else had room for another console. Other odds and ends we auctioned off included a Toshiba tube-type 

radio, three soldering irons, a Freon detector, a Shure microphone, an analog multimeter, a 1958 

remote control, and an RCA reference book. 

See you next month at The Oklahoma Barbeque Station! Go to the site below for info about our 

new home! http://www.oklahomastationbbq.com/restaurants.htm 

 

 
 

 
 

http://www.oklahomastationbbq.com/restaurants.htm
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This beautiful 1939 Montgomery-Wards Airline model 93BR-715B unrestored radio was donated to 

the club. It has been refurbished by Dale McLellan and will be presented at the Fall Swap Meet to be 

raffled off at the end of the meeting. The raffle ticket price will be determined and be offered before 

and during the Swap Meet. 
 

 

 
 

The radio will be brought to the September 14 dinner meeting for viewing 
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -------------------- 

 

Down the Home Stretch--Philco 38-1 
By Art Hoch 

As warm weather allowed, stripping the cabinet 

progressed and was finished fairly quickly.  One 

of the challenges was getting the old finish 

stripped off the grille bars.  The reason for this is 

that each bar had a challenge.  That is, the front 

center of each bar was flat but was flanked by a 

concave surface on two sides.  Using a square 

tool on a rounded concave surface is not good.  

What to do?  The answer---use an old case knife, 

a dinner knife with a rounded end.  It was a 

perfect match. Scraping removed all the old  

Softened finish without scratches. 

 

 

 
Finally, some beautifully-   

 grained walnut 

veneer emerged from behind the old lacquer. 
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Normally I do not use an oil stain but this time 

was an exception.  While it's not apparent in this 

picture, it did give the whole cabinet a more 

"even" look. 

    Several restorations ago, I learned when 

finishing a cabinet that requires darkening toner 

be used on the "cheaper" wood, the nice veneer 

needs to be finished first.  The reason is that in 

one instance when I finished the darkly-toned 

sections first, masking tape removal pulled some 

of the toner off the wood and required a "re-do."  

That was not fun!  From then on, I tone the dark 

sections after finishing the prettier veneer.  In 

this case, the cabinet's top shoulders, front-

sloping shoulders, columnar tops, grille bars, and 

bottom skirt were toned with Mohawk Van Dyke 

Brown.  The rest of the cabinet, the pretty 

veneers, were finished with Mohawk Satin.    

 

New metal feet were attached on the bottom of 

the cabinet and new decals completed the cabinet 

work. 

 

Next, the new reproduction grille cloth I 

purchased was ready to be attached to the 

speaker board.  This was accomplished in stages.  

Because of the unique slanted "chevron" pattern, 

the cloth needed to be exactly positioned.  That 

is, the "V" in the middle had to be positioned 

exactly behind the center grille bar.  This took 

some exact measuring and only the center 1" of 

the cloth was glued on the speaker board.  I used 

3M spray adhesive for that purpose, spraying the 

wood, and pressing the cloth down.  I let this dry 

for 24 hours before affixing the rest of the cloth.   

 

My normal procedure to attach grille cloth is to 

spritz it with a spray bottle of water while 

positioning the cloth and stapling it to the sides, 

top, and bottom of the speaker board.  (The cloth 

tightens as it dries.)  But this new cloth was 

slightly narrower than other cloths I have used so 

I ran a bead of Elmer's glue completely around 

the perimeter of the stapled cloth so it would not 

fray due to the tension on the cloth after it dried.  

Positioning the cloth while it was damp was 

somewhat tricky because pulling it tight while 

stapling could distort the diagonal lines in the 

chevron design.  When it was dry the next day, 

all was well. 

 

 

After re-attaching the speaker board to the 

cabinet, it was time to install the chassis, 

speaker, escutcheon, and knobs.  The design of 

this radio cabinet with an upper slanted front 

(Philco's "No Squat, No Stoop, No Squint") 

 required a 

slanted interior shelf for the chassis to rest on.  

The only thing to hold the chassis on that slant 

were some notched wooden blocks at the rear. 

 (There are no chassis bolts 

for this radio.) To feel a little more comfortable 

the chassis would stay in the cabinet if the unit 

was moved around, I installed a U-bolt on each 

side of the chassis which hooked over one of the 

4 small cylinders extending from the sides of the 

chassis.  Evidently there were some kind of 

"keepers" present when the radio was originally 

shipped from the factory as there were holes in 

the shelf close to those cylinders.

   



 

 

 

The speaker on this radio is VERY heavy and is 

mounted on a board which spans the width of the 

cabinet.  It is too heavy to be screwed to the 

speaker board as many speakers are.  When 

correctly mounted on that board, the speaker 

cone is positioned exactly over the cut-out hole.  

  This was when 

I discovered that the wiring from the speaker to 

the chassis was too short.  Apparently some had 

been cut out when it was installed in the house 

cabinetry years ago.  Luckily I had saved a 

speaker wiring harness from another radio I had 

parted out several years ago.  The wiring was 

exactly the same as what this Philco needed.  It  

was merely a matter of cutting the appropriate 

wire lengths and soldering the sections of wiring 

together.  I tested the radio to make sure it played  

 

 

correctly through the speaker before covering the 

solder joints with shrink tubing for a neat 

appearance. 

 

Finally, I mounted the escutcheon.  When I 

originally received the chassis, it was missing 

one of the 4 knobs. Luckily I found an original in 

my knob stash and made new felt protectors to 

complete the project. 

 

 

After two and a half years, the Philco 38-1 sits in 

my "console row."  It was a fun, successful 

chase. 

 

.  

 

 

 

 

 

The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical 

information and enjoyment of club members and friends.  Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club 

activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o 

OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, 

articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained 

from the editor of Broadcast News. 
 

President                                   Jim Collings                                           jrcradio@cox.net 

Secretary                                   Jim Tyrrell                                             jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer                                  Jim Ray                                                 jabray71@hotmail.com 
 

 

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF: 

Editor   Dale McLellan                                rxradio@aol.com 

Contributing Editor                 Art Hoch                                                 artdrhs@yahoo.com 

Contributing Editor                 John L Reynolds                                     tack1@flash.net  
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MEMBERSHIP: 

OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your 

check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.   

As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label.  Below is 

a sample label: 

 

 

 

           John Q. Collector 

           1234 SW 56th Street 

           Choctaw, OK 73123-1234 

 

           Expires 10/11 

 

 

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the 

Broadcast News distribution list. 

 

 

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS 

Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-

5625  Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM 

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.  
 

 WANTED:    Zenith 12”/14” speakers, part numbers 49-149 and 49-150. These are used in the Zenith models 12- 

                        U-158 and    12-U-149 consoles. . These speakers used the “Acoustic adapters” or mache type  

                        “Beehive” over the back of the speakers. I will buy the speakers with or without the “beehive  

                        covers” , or will buy a “Beehive” cover by itself. THANKS! Frank Karner fkarner@cox.net . (405)  

                         769-4656 
WANTED:   Tube Testers! Interested in models from Hickok, Triplett, Sencore, B&K, Heathkit, Mercury,       
                    Jackson, Precise, Stark, Marconi, Realistic (Radio Shack). Contact Jim Ray, email  
                    jabray71@hotmail.com or call 405-514-8046. 

WANTED:    1946 Philco, model 46-420, complete, unrestored (doesn't have to be working, but no cracks    

                  or broken areas in the case). John Reynolds @ jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com 

WANTED:    Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you 

name it.  Call Tom Laszynski at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net. 

WANTED:    Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2.  Also, 

need metal Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver.  Contact Tom Laszynski at 

either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176. 

WANTED:    Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power 

supplies, boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414)353-0734 

or radioman@wi.rr.com 

FOR SALE:   A friend has two radios for sale, as I recall they are both very nice condition and I went   

                          thru them 4-6 years ago.  (1) Grundig-Majestic 7000 series, plays well, and (2) a 1960  

                   Magnavox AM-FM Stereo with 4 speed player.  This was from the Golden days of  

                          Magnovox  stereos.  Ad submitted by frank karner.  Please Contact  Forest   

                          musyka,  cell:  405-117-1020, e-mail is obmuzyka@yahoo.com 

FOR SALE:   Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear  

                  Signal Products, Inc.  405-745-9473 email:  wire@coaxman.com 

mailto:fkarner@cox.net
mailto:jabray71@hotmail.com
mailto:k8jrm@home.com
mailto:obmuzyka@yahoo.com
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FOR SALE:  Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it.  Small 

stand - $37.50, and Brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping.  Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - 

$2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net. 

FOR SALE:    House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and 

amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns.  L.W. 

Rousseau (405)842-0125  
FOR SALE:  1973 Telex Eight Track stereo cartridge changer, solid state, Model 48D.  Holds 12  

                    cartridges.   Right and left audio output jacks for connecting to an amplifier.  Works and looks  

                    good.  FOR SALE:  Noreleco Model 2502 automatic stereo cassette changer.  Holds 6 cassette    

                    tapes.  Has left and right audio output jacks to be connected to an external stereo amplifier. Call and   

                    leave bid by contacting Fielding Grigsby, PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, 580-223-6072. 

SERVICE:     FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC.  We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.  

Radios must be complete, with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons.  Fielding Electronics, Inc 

PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-9408  

SERVICE:     Old Radio Restoration and Servicing:  Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802, 

Edmond, OK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OKVRC EDITOR:  Broadcast News 

PO BOX 50625 

Midwest City 

OK 73140-5625 
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