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SWAP MEET! 

 
 

It’s time to get excited about our upcoming fall Swap Meet!  It will be at the Midwest City 

Community Center on Saturday, October 13
th

, beginning officially at 8:00 AM, and ending before 

noon.  So be there early, as this is our big Fall Meet with free admission, swap tables, a silent auction, 

and lastly, the main auction.  We will begin the main auction at 10:30, or earlier, if most of the 

swapping seems to be done, so that we can be out in time to get ready for the big football game.  I’m 

expecting a big turnout, as the weather is cooler, and I’ve heard from many of our out-of-towners who 

normally attend.  I have some nicer items that I’ve been saving for the meet, and I will bring a large 

group of knobs if you are missing some from your set.  Please print out and pass around the flyer I sent 

out last week.  The more people who attend, and the more stuff that is brought, the better the meet will 

be.  Parts and pieces are always in demand, so don’t forget these items.  What you are almost ready to 

throw away may be just what someone else needs to complete their restoration, so bring it.  Talk it up 

to all your friends that may have an interest in radio, as the more, the merrier.  Coffee and donuts will 

be available.  And we have a door prize for those who sign in.  See you there! 

 

Don’t forget that our neighbor, the HLARA club in Tulsa, is having their swap meet next Saturday, 

Oct. 6
th

 at 2101 South Hickory St. in Sapulpa from 8 am until 2 PM.  It should be a good meet, and is 

not too far away.  Also, it’s not too early to plan for the VRPS meet in Mesquite, Tx., at the Hampton 

Inn, on November 16
th

 thru 18
th.    

 

On another note, we will need someone to host our annual Christmas Party.  If you would like to 

volunteer for this please let me know.  It would be nice to have the party at a different location for a 

change. 

 

See you at the Swap Meet!
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Report for the OKVRC Meeting 9/8/2012 

Labor Day has passed us by, and here in Oklahoma we are trading the fierce summer heat for 

the cool temperatures and calm, pleasant weather of fall. Autumn also means the Fall OKVRC 

Convention and Swap Meet is just a month away. Time to start collecting things you want to sell, or 

perhaps you just want to look and buy. Either way, don’t miss it! 

We had a so-so turn out about fifteen OKVRC members for our monthly meeting and dinner at 

Swadley’s barbeque restaurant in Bethany. The food and service was excellent, as always.  As a person 

who absolutely hates waiting for a table or my food, I like the fact that we get served fast, on Saturday 

night, no less! We enjoyed dinner from about 5:30 to 7:00 PM, before Club President Jim Collings 

called the meeting to order. Jim talked about next month’s convention, and told us about visiting a 

warehouse in Norman about to be demolished. It is full of all sorts of electronics, mostly relatively 

recent but some old including lots of tubes. Perhaps Jim will bring some of what he found to the 

convention! 

The subject of tonight’s program: Ugly Radios. When I saw this topic proposed in last month’s 

newsletter, I had my doubts. It sounded like the idea for a bad reality TV show: “My Ugly Girlfriend”, 

or “World’s Ugliest Pets”. Besides, who would want to collect “ugly” radios? Well, our members 

managed to find a few! Your club secretary brought in a new-in-the-box Sonnet multiband portable 

from about 1972. I found this at the SCARS swap meet in southern California about fifteen years ago, 

and bought it because it was cheap and I remember these radios from when I was in grade school and 

they were being sold by the thousands at local discount stores. These vertically-styled radios came in 

several types, an AM only model, and AM-FM model, and a multiband model. They are certainly 

rather ugly in appearance, it’s hard to like the shiny fake vinyl snakeskin they are encased it, with ugly 

white contrast stitching which looks like something off a seventies leisure suit. But the ugliest thing 

about these radios is that technically, they are junk. My “multiband” model looks like it has six bands, 

there are actually only three. And the combined air-weather-police band picks up nothing but the 

weather and a lot of bleed-over from the AM band. And this impressively large set has a tiny 3” 

speaker which delivers mediocre walkie-talkie sound. 

Jim Collings brought in an RCA model R22-5 pressed-wood table radio from the early thirties. 

A similar model in a lighter shade of wood was sold under the Westinghouse name. I suppose if you 

don’t like pressed-wood radios this set is kind of ornate ugly, but I kind of like it. Some people think 

the pressed wood Crosley buddy-boy radio is ugly, but I like that one too. It’s all in the eye of the 

beholder. Jim Collins also brought in an RCA model 5652 table model in copper-colored plastikon, 

with ivory colored knobs and trim. Yes, it was pretty ugly. But the most unique “ugly” radio of the 

night was a home-made crystal set brought in by Gary Swymeler. Many builders of home-brew sets 

took great pride in building a set that looked as professional as a commercially built receiver. But 

Gary’s looks like something built by Little Ab’ner behind his shack in Skunk Hollow! The whole thing 

is assembled on a rough plank of wood; the antenna coil is wrapped around what looks like a piece of 

tree branch. In fact the whole contraption looks so primitive it would qualify as Folk Art! And 

according to Gary, it works just fine.           

We finished up the evening with the usual donation auction. This month we had a lot of stuff to 

bid on, including some complete, restorable radios. An impressive CRT tester, with about two dozen 

adaptors, went for a whole buck. Jim put his ugly copper RCA radio into the auction; it went for a 

bargain price of two dollars. There were also Zenith and Emerson portables, an Airline radio chassis, 

and an Air Knight farm radio from the late forties, all these items went cheap. Also, a blue plastic table 

radio of unknown make, a Zenith art-deco “turret” style radio with push buttons, and a Philco radio 

chassis. A Halicrafters radio, a code oscillator with two keys, a box of capacitors, and an unused can of 

Mohawk refinishing toner finished up the auction offerings. Almost everyone took something home. 

See you next month at the Fall Convention and Swap Meet! 
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DIRECTIONS TO THE SWAP MEET 

 

Exit Interstate 40 at exit # 159A, turn north (left).  At the light, turn west (left) onto SE 29
th

 Street, 

proceed to Midwest Blvd.(second right), turn north (right), proceed 2 miles to Reno.  Continue through 

the intersection of Reno and Midwest Blvd.  Proceed to the next right hand street (about 100 yards).  

The Convention Center is the first building on the left and the parking lot is on the east side of the 

building. 
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The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical 

information and enjoyment of club members and friends.  Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club 

activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o 

OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, 

articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained 

from the editor of Broadcast News. 
 

President                                   Jim Collings                                           jrcradio@cox.net 

Secretary                                   Jim Tyrrell                                             jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer                                  Jim Ray                                                 jabray71@hotmail.com 
 

 

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF: 

Editor   Dale McLellan                                rxradio@aol.com 

Contributing Editor  Sherry Cowden                                cowden416@aol.com 

Contributing Editor                 Art Hoch                                                 artdrhs@yahoo.com 

Contributing Editor                 John L Reynolds                                     tack1@flash.net  
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MEMBERSHIP: 

OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your 

check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.   

As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label.  Below is 

a sample label: 

 

 

 

 

 

           John Q. Collector 

           1234 SW 56th Street 

           Choctaw, OK 73123-1234 

 

           Expires 10/11 

 

 

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the 

Broadcast News distribution list. 

 

 

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS 

Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-

5625  Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM 

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.  
 

. 
 WANTED:  10BP4 PICTURE TUBE, IN GOOD WORKING CONDITION. Thanks, Frank Karner, (405) 769-4656,     
                    fkarner@cox.net 

WANTED:    1946 Philco, model 46-420, complete, unrestored (doesn't have to be working, but no cracks    

                  or broken areas in the case). John Reynolds @ jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com 

WANTED:    Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you 

name it.  Call Tom Laszynski at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net. 

WANTED:    Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2.  Also, 

need metal Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver.  Contact Tom Laszynski at 

either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176. 

WANTED:    Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power 

supplies, boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414)353-0734 

or radioman@wi.rr.com 

WANTED:    RESTORED Philco model 90, good condition and “reasonably” priced.  Rod Higgens,       

                   (405) 329-3013, hotrod808@sbcglobal.net 
WANTED:    Philco item: Cabinet 38-1X for 38-1 chassis.  .Reasonable price please.  Email:  

                         artdrhs@yahoo.com 

FOR SALE:   Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear  

                  Signal Products, Inc.  405-745-9473 email:  wire@coaxman.com 

FOR SALE:  Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it.  Small 

stand - $37.50, and Brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping.  Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - 

$2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net. 

mailto:k8jrm@home.com
mailto:Scstrong1@cox.net
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FOR SALE:    House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and 

amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns.  L.W. 

Rousseau (405)842-0125  

SERVICE:     FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC.  We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.  

Radios must be complete, with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons.  Fielding Electronics, Inc 

PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-9408  

SERVICE:     Old Radio Restoration and Servicing:  Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802, 

Edmond, OK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OKVRC EDITOR:  Broadcast News 

PO BOX 50625 

Midwest City 

OK 73140-5625 

 


