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Our fall swap meet is almost here!  It will be at the Midwest City Community Center on Saturday, 

October 8
th

, beginning officially at 8:00 AM, but at the recent meets they have had the building open a 

little earlier.  Usually there is a lot of activity in the parking lot before the start.  We have the facility 

until noon, so the auction will begin at 10:30 so that we can have everything moved out in time.  We 

could start a little earlier if the swap meet drags.  The location is 100 Midwest Boulevard in Midwest 

City, OK, where the other municipal buildings are, about 2 1/2 miles north of I-40 on Midwest 

Boulevard.  I believe the weather should be perfect, per the long range forecast.  Bring as much as you 

can for swap, because the more stuff is there, the more fun it will be.  I have a lot of new items to bring 

for swap.  Talk it up to all your friends that may have an interest in radio, as the more, the merrier.  

Coffee and donuts will be available.  See you there!  Just in….an estate donated a load of military 

receivers, etc. to the club.  I’ll try to get them all to the meet, but may need some help transporting 

them.  Included are a National HFS with 5886 doghouse power supply, another better National set 

which I have been unable to identify with sliding tuning coils, a Millen Grid-Dip meter with coils, a 

Link Type 11-UP receiver with 205-ED13A power supply, a Signal Corps BC-639-A receiver with 

RA-24B power supply, 2 RCA DZ-2 aircraft direction finder receivers, a large heavy receiver which I 

have been unable to identify, and several aircraft command sets on racks.  These have been in an attic 

so they are dirty, but they seem intact with all tubes, etc. The plan is for these to sell in the donation 

auction. 

 

I just got back from a trip to New England. Due to a flooded interstate in Pennsylvania, we ended up 

going east to New Jersey and attended the auction sponsored by the New Jersey Antique Radio Club, 

and the Radio Technology Museum.  It was held at the old Marconi site at Fort Monmouth.  The 

auction was mostly donations to the museum and consisted mainly of ham radio type items.  I did win 

quite a few tubes at fair prices, and a few other items.  I believe most of the ham equipment went at fair 

prices.  There were an abundance of direction finder radios, items that we do not see in this area.  I 

guess that was due to the proximity of the ocean, where sailors need to find their way back to the dock.  

The location was not far from the beach, so we got to pay it a visit.  The auction ended in the early 

afternoon, and then the museum was opened for viewing.  I was very impressed with the museum.  

They displayed an abundance of early radio equipment, some of it quite rare.  Even Julie liked the 

museum.  We enjoyed the day.  

 

After circling around New York City and going north to Maine, to eat lobsters, which was our planned 

destination and activity, we came back to Kutztown, PA. for the radio meet there, sponsored by the 
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Delaware Valley Historical Radio Club in conjunction with Reninger’s.  The location has large 

pavilions, so bad weather is not a factor, but we saw none.   One pavilion was full of radio vendors, 

plus about 1/3 of the other.  We arrived on Thursday in the early afternoon, and there were a few 

vendors already set up.  I made a few early purchases, but did not stay too late, when a lot more 

vendors arrived.  On Friday morning we got back there about 7 AM, and everything was in full swing.  

I had only brought one nicer expensive item along, and it sold quickly.  I purchased a lot of smaller 

items and parts at fair prices, and one early military piece for my collection.  I tried to not get too many 

large items, as the car was already full.  I was surprised at the number of vendors selling audio 

equipment.  Most of the dealers I know from the other meets were there.  There were not as many 

people selling small deco and catalin sets as at other meets.  I almost bought a maroon catalin Fada 

“temple” with butterscotch trim for just $500 on Saturday, but I was concerned about space problems, 

and getting it home safely, and passed.  Our booth was right next to Jon Kummer’s booth, the new 

editor of Antique Radio Classified.  He is a nice guy, and I was glad to meet him.  On Friday night 

there was a sponsored steak dinner including a bonfire of discarded wooden radio cabinets, but we did 

not stay to see it and opted for a nicer sit down dinner in town.  We left about noon on Saturday, as 

there was no more room in the car, even after we donated several sets to the local club.  Others were 

packing and leaving also, so I don’t think we missed anything.  It was a very good meet, and I’m ready 

to go again next year.  The only downsides, besides the distance, were that the porta-pottys filled up 

quickly and were not cleaned out for the second day, and there were many smokers.  We were very 

glad to get back home, and I still haven’t gone thru all my purchases. 

 

Then last Saturday we went to the Dallas area for Jim Sargent’s auction.  It was fairly well attended.  I 

didn’t see anything in the photos of the auction that I needed, but I came home with the car nearly full 

of sets.  Items were selling at fair prices, with just a few nicer items going high.  There were quite a 

few tombstone type sets that were restored very nicely, hard to tell from original, which sold well.  I 

got mainly battery sets and a few tubes.  Early consoles were selling for bargain prices.  There were a 

lot of bulk tubes for sale at the end, but I did not bid, as I was concerned about space in the car.  It was 

a good auction, with items from several estates, and I’ll look forward to the next one. 

 

Don’t forget the OKVRC Christmas Party!  We still need someone to be the host.  It is typically on the 

2
nd

 Saturday in December, but could be moved to accommodate the host.  Of course it is catered, 

making it a lot easier.  Please contact me if you are interested. 

 

I hope to see everyone at the swap meet.  It should be a fun event! 

 

 
 

Report for the OKVRC Meeting of September 10th 2011 

 

This last weekend was a somber one for anyone old enough to remember the unspeakable 

events of September 11, 2001. A time for us all to reflect on what was lost, and what strength and 

courage was displayed by everyday Americans who responded to the attacks. Singer-songwriter Alan 

Jackson put it well-   

Where were you when the world stopped turning on that September day? 

Were you in the yard with your wife and children 

Or working on some stage in L.A.? 

Did you stand there in shock at the sight of that black smoke 

Risin' against that blue sky? 

Did you shout out in anger, in fear for your neighbor 

Or did you just sit down and cry? 
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 Sorry to start this month’s club meeting on a somber note. But as I watched the 

commemorations on TV the Sunday  morning following our meeting, it’s hard not to still feel some 

pain.  

OK, back to last night…. Our historic heat wave seems to finally be over, with cooler weather 

and a little rain falling on the parched soil. Send us more! 

Our club members began arriving before six this last Saturday at our usual private dining room 

at the Hometown Buffet. We all enjoyed dinner and conversation until about 7:00, when we started the 

night’s activities. Club President Jim Collings was away on business this month, so Roger Knop 

directed the night’s program. First topic of discussion: next month’s convention and swap meet at the 

Midwest City Community center. Plan on coming, better yet plan on bringing in some items to sell! 

Tables and admission are free, as always. And if you have any friends with an interest in antique 

electronics, invite them too.  

Tonight’s topic was: radios whose manufacturer’s name begins with “T”,”U”, or “V” 

Among the items brought in by our members tonight included something different: vintage electronic 

measuring devices. For collectors getting started in servicing their own sets today, one of the first items 

typically acquired is a digital multimeter. A top quality unit can be had for about $50 to $100, Chinese 

knock-offs can be had for less than twenty dollars. With such measuring ability available at such 

modest cost, it might surprise some people that measuring volts and ohms wasn’t always easy. Simple 

analog meters used in the early days of radio service had low input impedances, causing the meter 

itself to affect the accuracy of the reading. It was not until the mid nineteen thirties that accurate 

instruments were available with high enough input impedances to allow accurate measurements to be 

made. Even then, they were not cheap! 

Roger Knop displayed a Simpson model 260 VOM (Volt-Ohm-Meter) in a black Bakelite case 

with a roll-top front that rolls down over the surface of the case to protect the meter and controls. A 

really attractive unit and accurate for the period. Jim Rice brought in a Triplet model 630NA VTVM 

(Vacuum Tube Volt Meter) from around 1950. The VTVM was a big improvement, with a vacuum 

tube circuit in the front end to present high input impedance to the device being measured, as well as 

allowing measurements to be made over wider ranges. While we have all seen instruments like this 

ham radio swap meets, they are usually scratched and beat up, and covered with decades of company 

property tags and calibration stickers. Roger and Jim’s instruments look as nice as the day they were 

made, and work just as well! 

Dale McLellan brought in a four-tube 1947 Temple radio in a small metal cabinet. Dale is 

particularly fond of these very small sets, and has brought in many to share with us over the years. As 

with many of Dale’s metal sets, he has repainted the cabinet, and the set looks good as new. 

The highlight of the evening was Jim Rice’s Telefunken model Opus 7 table radio. These big 

German sets were some of the best looking and sounding radios ever made in the post war era, when 

folks were still willing to pay for quality. This nine-tube set has no less than six speakers, and the fact 

that these sets receive FM as well as AM broadcast and shortwave, make them still some of the best 

listening radios of all time. There are three different models of the Opus 7; Jim gave us a detailed 

explanation of all three.  

See you at next month’s convention! 
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The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collector’s Club Semi-Annual 

Swap Meet and Auction 

 
October 8

th
 2011, 8:00 AM till 12 Noon at the Midwest City Convention Center, 100 N. 

Midwest Blvd.  Open to the public, so come and get acquainted. 
 

 
 

 

 

DIRECTIONS TO THE SWAP MEET 

 

Exit Interstate 40 at exit # 159A, turn north (left).  At the light, turn west (left) onto SE 29
th

 Street, 

proceed to Midwest Blvd.(second right), turn north (right), proceed 2 miles to Reno.  Continue through 

the intersection of Reno and Midwest Blvd.  Proceed to the next right hand street (about 100 yards).  

The Convention Center is the first building on the left and the parking lot is on the east side of the 

building. 
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The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical  

information and enjoyment of club members and friends.  Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club 

activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o 

OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, 

articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained 

from the editor of Broadcast News. 
 

President                                   Jim Collings                                           jrcradio@cox.net 

Secretary                                   James Tyrrell                                         jptyrrell@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer                                  Jim Ray                                                 jabray71@hotmail.com 
 

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF: 

Editor   Dale McLellan                                rxradio@aol.com 

Contributing Editor  Sherry Cowden                                cowden416@aol.com 

Contributing Editor                 Art Hoch                                                 artdrhs@yahoo.com 

Contributing Editor                 John L Reynolds                                     tack1@flash.net  
 

MEMBERSHIP: 

OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your 

check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.   

As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label.  Below is 

a sample label: 

 

           John Q. Collector 

           1234 SW 56th Street 

           Choctaw, OK 73123-1234 

 

           Expires 10/11 

 

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the 

Broadcast News distribution list. 

 

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS 

 

Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-

5625  Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM 

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.  
 
 

WANTED:    AC  110 volt “interlock” power cords as used on early day TVs etc. with two “ears” for  mounting...  

                        non-polarized type. I’ll buy 1 or a bunch!   Frank Karner  fkarner@cox.net   (405) 769-4656  

WANTED:   6BR5 EM80 tubes,  1 or more.  Also I buy anything by Jackson Bell,  plus I buy tubes, tube testers,        

                       vintage electronic gear. THANKS!  frank karner  fkarner@cox.net   (405) 769-4656 

WANTED:    1946 Philco, model 46-420, complete, unrestored (doesn't have to be working, but no cracks    

                  or broken areas in the case). John Reynolds @ jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com 

WANTED:    Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you 

name it.  Call Tom Laszynski at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net. 

WANTED:    Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2.  Also, 

need metal Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver.  Contact Tom Laszynski at 

either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176. 

mailto:fkarner@cox.net
mailto:k8jrm@home.com
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WANTED:    Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power 

supplies, boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414)353-0734 

or radioman@wi.rr.com 

WANTED:    RESTORED Philco model 90, good condition and “reasonably” priced.  Rod Higgens,       

                   (405) 329-3013, hotrod808@sbcglobal.net 
WANTED:    Philco item: Cabinet 38-1X for 38-1 chassis.  .Reasonable price please.  Email:  

                         artdrhs@yahoo.com 

FOR SALE:   Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear  

                  Signal Products, Inc.  405-745-9473 email:  wire@coaxman.com 

FOR SALE:  Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it.  Small 

stand - $37.50, and Brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping.  Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - 

$2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net. 

FOR SALE:    House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and 

amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns.  L.W. 

Rousseau (405)842-0125  
 FOR SALE:   AWA Review Volume 12 CD,  “The Atwater Kent’s Review Volume” ©2003, was sold by AWA  

                    for 14.95 but out of stock. It is in like new condition: $12 + shipping. Call Roger Knop at (405)  

                    720-6580 or email at raknop@cox.net 

 FOR SALE: “Plastic Radios” book by Mark Stein © 2006. Was 37.95 in Jan 2010 ARC. In like new 

condition $25 + shipping. Call Roger Knop at (405) 720-6580 or email at raknop@cox.net 

SERVICE:     FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC.  We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.  

Radios must be complete, with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons.  Fielding Electronics, Inc 

PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-9408  

SERVICE:     Old Radio Restoration and Servicing:  Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802, 

Edmond, OK 
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OKVRC EDITOR:  Broadcast News 

PO BOX 50625 

Midwest City 

OK 73140-5625 

 

 

 

 

 

 


