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Big Colin B. Kennedy Program This Month! 

 

I hope everyone enjoyed our big Spring Meet.  I believe everything went fairly smoothly.  I had a fun 

time and hope everyone else did too.  Thanks to everyone who helped make it successful…especially 

to those who stayed afterwards and cleaned the floor.  This was a new task that we had not been asked 

to do before.  But I think it was justified on the part of the Community Center, as quite a bit of mud got 

tracked into the building.  The list of contest winners is published elsewhere in this edition of the 

Broadcast News.  There were some impressive items in the contest, but not enough items.  We had a 

few categories with no entries.  I try to bring something for most categories and am disappointed when 

there is not a better entry than mine.  I have plenty of ribbons and want others to win them.  The meets 

attendance was good, and probably a little better than recent years.  We can discuss any potential 

improvements at our next meeting. 

 

Our next meeting is Saturday May 14
th

 at the Hometown Buffet on NW Expressway beginning around 

6PM for dinner at 7 PM for the start of the meeting.  The topic will be Colin B. Kennedy Radios and 

Equipment, as per the banner at the top of the column.  So, I’ll be bringing a full line of their sets for 

display and discussion.  If you have a Kennedy, bring it, as there are many variations, but anything that 

you would like to bring to talk about or show is fine. 

 

I haven’t been to any big meets to report on, but I do need to remind everyone about the HLARA 

Summer Sizzler.  The date has been set for June 25
th

, Saturday in Tulsa.  It’s a swap meet, contest and 

auction, very similar to our meet.  It is close, so we need to attend.  Also the VRPS has a Saturday 

morning swap meet in Irving on May 21
st
.  I have info on these meets, if needed. 

 

See you at the Kennedy Fest! 
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Report for the OKVRC Spring Convention of April 9th 2011 

 

It was a beautiful, sunny, if a bit windy (hey, it’s spring in Oklahoma, what do you expect?) 

Saturday here in Oklahoma City, as about fifty or so antique radio enthusiasts converged on the 

Midwest City Community Center for the Spring 2011 OKVRC Convention and Swap Meet. Your club 

secretary arrived about 7:45, just as the “early birds” were filing in. As always there was lots of 

excitement as each seller unpacked their wares. There were three rows of tables of goodies for sale, 

plus some tables off to the side. A fair selection of thirties AC sets including several cathedrals, a few 

battery and crystal sets, and lots of later (plastic and post-war sets) were up for grabs. As always, there 

were plenty of tubes, knobs, and other components for collectors to sort through. I only saw one 

console, a gorgeous black dial mid-thirties Zenith, fully restored and working. It was one set I would 

have been happy to take home, but the price was a little too much for my post-tax returns budget! One 

small plastic set caught my fancy, and it now sits in a corner of my kitchen counter. Other club 

members were busy snapping up other items, and making visits to the parking lot to load their new 

treasures into their cars.  

The best part of the Spring Convention is always the contest, and this year was no exception. A 

large display of radios and radio related items were spread out over two rows of tables, lots of battery 

and AC sets, and a few specialty and novelty items. A 1920 or before Wireless Specialty Company 

commercial receiver got a lot of admiring attention, but the “Best in Show” award was won by 

something far older, that wasn’t even a radio! An 1890 or so electric fan, with all of the motor works 

exposed and no guard over the blades, took top prize. This piece of ancient electrical history shows 

how much safety standards have changed over the last 120 years. I certainly don’t think it would pass 

today’s standards, but it was sure a treat to see. There can’t be many like it left in the world!  

Only a small selection of items was in the silent auction, but there were plenty of items in the 

regular auction. Most went for very reasonable prices. 

 Thanks to everyone who attended, especially those who travelled from out of town. See you at 

the May meeting!  

 

OKVRC April, 2011 Contest Winners
 

Battery and Crystal Receivers, Pre-1930 

1. Amrad SE 1420-C      Jim Collings 

2. RCA Radiola III      David Ward 

3. Crosley Super Trirdyn     unknown 

Battery Receivers, Pre 1930 4+ Tubes 

1.   Western Electric 4D Superhet    Jim Collings 

Cathedral and Tombstone Receivers  

1.  Echophone Cathedral     Jim Collings  

2.  Majestic 461 Tombstone      Gary Milner 

3.  Stewart Warner 1762     unknown 

Horizontal Wooden Receivers 

1.  Emerson 578A      David Ward  

2.  Howard 57 AUS      Robert Shindhelm 

3.  Truetone D727      Ed Jones 

Metal Sets after 1926 

1.  Atwater Kent 40      Mark Schemel 

AC/DC Bakelite or Plastic Receivers 

1.  Motorola 56H      David Ward 

2.  Truetone D2819      Mark Schemel 

3.  Philco 50-932      Ed Jones 

Transistor Radios  
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1.  Stellar RAPH-1      Jim Collings 

2.  Waco Caribbean Cruiser     Mark Schemel 

Console Receivers 

1. none 

Art Deco and Novelty AC Operated Receivers 

1.  Emerson BF 207      Jim Collings 

Foreign Made Receivers and Equipment 

1.  none       

Portable Receivers 

1.  Crosley 50P      Jim Collings     

Accessory Items  

1.  Air King DC Shortwave Converter   Jim Collings 

2.  RCA WO-33A Oscillator     Mark Schemel  

Open Category  

1.  Crocker & Curtis Bi-Polar Fan    Eric Coon 

2.  KDKA O-Gauge Trains     Mark Schemel  

Best Restoration 

1.  Jackson Bell 68 Tulip Cathedral    Frank Karner 

2.  Atwater Kent 40      Mark Schemel 

3.  Majestic 461 Tombstone     Gary Milner 

People’s Choice (favorite display of all who attended) 

     Majestic 461 Tombstone     Gary Milner 

Best of Show   

     Crocker & Curtis Bi-Polar Fan    Eric Coon 
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The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical  

information and enjoyment of club members and friends.  Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club 

activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o 

OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, 

articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained 

from the editor of Broadcast News. 
 

 

 

President                                   Jim Collings                                           jrcradio@cox.net 

Secretary                                   James Tyrrell                                         jbtyrrell@sbcglobal.net 

Treasurer                                  Jim Ray                                                 jabray71@hotmail.com 
 

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF: 

Editor   Dale McLellan                                rxradio@aol.com 

Contributing Editor  Sherry Cowden                                cowden416@aol.com 

Contributing Editor                 Art Hoch                                                 artdrhs@yahoo.com 

Contributing Editor                 John L Reynolds                                     tack1@flash.net  
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MEMBERSHIP: 
 

 

 

OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your 

check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.   

As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label.  Below is 

a sample label: 

 

           John Q. Collector 

           1234 SW 56th Street 

           Choctaw, OK 73123-1234 

 

           Expires 10/11 

 

 
If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the 

Broadcast News distribution list. 

 

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS 

 

Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-

5625  Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM 

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.  
 
 

WANTED:    AC  110 volt “interlock” power cords as used on early day TVs etc. with two “ears” for  mounting...  

                        non-polarized type. I’ll buy 1 or a bunch!   Frank Karner  fkarner@cox.net   (405) 769-4656  

WANTED:   6BR5 EM80 tubes,  1 or more.  Also I buy anything by Jackson Bell,  plus I buy tubes, tube testers,        

                       vintage electronic gear. THANKS!  frank karner  fkarner@cox.net   (405) 769-4656 

WANTED:    1946 Philco, model 46-420, complete, unrestored (doesn't have to be working, but no cracks    

                  or broken areas in the case). John Reynolds @ jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com 

WANTED:    Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you 

name it.  Call Tom Laszynski at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net. 

WANTED:    Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2.  Also, 

need metal Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver.  Contact Tom Laszynski at 

either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176. 

WANTED:    Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power 

supplies, boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414)353-0734 

or radioman@wi.rr.com 

WANTED:    RESTORED Philco model 90, good condition and “reasonably” priced.  Rod Higgens,       

                   (405) 329-3013, hotrod808@sbcglobal.net 
WANTED:    Philco item: Cabinet 38-1X for 38-1 chassis.  .Reasonable price please.  Email:  

                         artdrhs@yahoo.com 

FOR SALE:   Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear  

                  Signal Products, Inc.  405-745-9473 email:  wire@coaxman.com 

FOR SALE:  Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it.  Small 

stand - $37.50, and Brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping.  Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - 

$2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net. 

mailto:fkarner@cox.net
mailto:k8jrm@home.com
mailto:Scstrong1@cox.net
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FOR SALE:    House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and 

amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns.  L.W. 

Rousseau (405)842-0125  
 FOR SALE:   AWA Review Volume 12 CD,  “The Atwater Kent’s Review Volume” ©2003, was sold by AWA  

                    for 14.95 but out of stock. It is in like new condition: $12 + shipping. Call Roger Knop at (405)  

                    720-6580 or email at raknop@cox.net 

 FOR SALE: “Plastic Radios” book by Mark Stein © 2006. Was 37.95 in Jan 2010 ARC. In like new 

condition $25 + shipping. Call Roger Knop at (405) 720-6580 or email at raknop@cox.net 

SERVICE:     FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC.  We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.  

Radios must be complete, with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons.  Fielding Electronics, Inc 

PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-9408  

SERVICE:     Old Radio Restoration and Servicing:  Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802, 

Edmond, OK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OKVRC EDITOR:  Broadcast News 

PO BOX 50625 

Midwest City 

OK 73140-5625 
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