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PRESIDENT’S 

Happy New Year!  It’s the start of another year and I hope that everyone had a great Christmas.  If you 
missed the OKVRC Christmas party it was very good!  I think everyone had a good time, as I know 
Julie and I did, and we enjoyed being the hosts again.  Jerry and I got going on the guitars, and we had 
our, now annual, jam for those who remained, until about
but not as cutthroat as in some previous years.  Popular items were tools, capacitors, and wine. There 
were quite a variety of gifts, food items, to music, to Christmas decorative items.  The catered food 
was good, as always, and everyone had a great time!  

Typically our meeting topic for January has been a show and tell about that new radio item or items, 
you got for Christmas, or recently restored, or would just like to bring to share with the rest of us.  I 
hope you all had some time off to work on a radio over the holidays, and the blizzard may have 
changed your plans to allow more time.  So we will keep this topic, but I think it would be nice to add 
something else.  How about bringing an off
from an Allen to a Zyaltron!  There are lots of uncommon brands out there and they are interesting to 
see.  We should have a good donation auction, at the meeting, also, as we had an extra month to 
accumulate items due to the Christmas Party.  See you there!

Report for the OKVRC Christmas Party Dec 12

The last year has gone by so fast! The OKVRC Christmas Party is the traditional way our c
ends the year and those thirty-five or so members and spouses that were able to make the event were 
certainly not disappointed.

Club President Jim Collings and his wife Julie were kind enough to (once again!) offer the use 
their beautiful Edmond home for our Christmas event. Guests began arriving a little before six PM, 
allowing time to socialize and enjoy a drink before the meal was served. Everyone spent time checking 
out Jim’s incredible collection of vintage radios, phonographs, juke boxes, and musi
items, such as the juke boxes and the 1925 baby grand repeating piano, were demonstrated for our 
enjoyment. The piano, which operates pneumatically, (air pressure sensors read the piano roll), sounds 
like a real person is playing it, witho
hits from such 50’s artists as Elvis Presley and Richie Valens played on Jim’s two vintage 78 RPM 
juke boxes. There is something endlessly fascinating about watching a largely mechanical device,
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Report for the OKVRC Christmas Party Dec 12th 2009

The last year has gone by so fast! The OKVRC Christmas Party is the traditional way our c
five or so members and spouses that were able to make the event were 

Club President Jim Collings and his wife Julie were kind enough to (once again!) offer the use 
or our Christmas event. Guests began arriving a little before six PM, 

allowing time to socialize and enjoy a drink before the meal was served. Everyone spent time checking 
out Jim’s incredible collection of vintage radios, phonographs, juke boxes, and musi
items, such as the juke boxes and the 1925 baby grand repeating piano, were demonstrated for our 
enjoyment. The piano, which operates pneumatically, (air pressure sensors read the piano roll), sounds 
like a real person is playing it, without the tinny sound of the more common player pianos.  Vintage 
hits from such 50’s artists as Elvis Presley and Richie Valens played on Jim’s two vintage 78 RPM 
juke boxes. There is something endlessly fascinating about watching a largely mechanical device,
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Club President Jim Collings and his wife Julie were kind enough to (once again!) offer the use 
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a juke box or player piano, with all its moving parts, operate. The interaction of all the mechanical 
parts that make it play are a visual treat to watch, something that has been lost in this age of MP3 
players, where the user has little or no understanding of how the music is produced.

The food arrived about 6:45 PM and we all had to tear ourselves away from the collection to 
eat dinner. The meal, provided by Nancy’s catering of Oklahoma City, was excellent. The main course 
was pork tenderloin and baked salmon, complemented by several side dishes and lots of desert items. 
When the meal was finished guests enjoyed conversation and coffee or a glass of wine, while other 
club members continued to peruse Jim’s collection. Soon it was time to play the “Dirty Santa” game, 
which has become a tradition at the OKVRC Party. Each guest brings a small gift, and is given a 
number. When their number is called, they can pick an unopened gift or “steal” a gift that has been 
already opened by someone else. Gifts this year included tools, decorator items, electronics, radio parts 
and at least one radio. There was not as much “stealing” this year, so it appears most folks were happy 
to open a gift for the first time.

Guests began going home around 9:00 PM, but the few of us who stuck around were in for a 
treat. Jim Collings and club member Jerry Brown got out their guitars to entertain. Songs by the 
Beatles, Elvis Presley, Kansas, and many other artists were played for us. It was very enjoyable and it 
was after eleven before we all said goodnight. Special thanks to Jim and Julie for opening their home 
to us, and also to Jim and Jerry for playing for us. It was a great evening for us all. 

Wishing every one of you a happy and successful new year!  Jim Tyrrell, Secretary
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7th Article for OKVRC Newsletter by Art Hoch

The great Depression  of the 1930’s affected everyone.  Many men remembered 
their failures when they went into the bedroom at night, and Brinkley would capitalize on their feelings 
of inadequacy.  Morris Fishbein, of the American Medical Association, did everything he could to put 
Brinkley (and other quacks) out of business.  Did people want more bad news during the Depression?  
NO, particularly if it was about Brinkley!  Fishbein was vilified.

With mounting troubles in Kansas, Brinkley received an invitation from the Chamber of Commerce 
secretary in Del Rio, Texas, A. B. Easterling, to come for a visit.   He remembered Del Rio fondly 
from his stint in the army, when on a hot day a compatriot brought some cold beer to him when the 
troop train stopped in the dusty town.  After being defeated both at the ballot box and in the courts, 
Brinkley made the decision to migrate to Del Rio.  

       
Antenna tower under construction            Transmitter

XER
He wrangled a Mexican radio license on April 30, 1931, to build a 50,000-watt radio station.  It would 
have the call letters XER, later known as the first “border blaster.”  In the summer of 1931, Brinkley 
began construction of two 300-foot radio towers (above) on 10 acres of land just across the border 
from Del Rio in Villa Acuna, Coahuila, Mexico, 3 miles away from Del Rio.  On October 24, 1931, 
the “Sunshine Station Between the Nations,” began broadcasting.  XER received 27,717 letters from 
listeners during its first week.  In January 1932, he increased the station’s power to 150,000 watts.  In 
August that year it went to 500,000 watts.  And then it blasted out a million watts, which reportedly 
turned on car headlights, made bedsprings hum, and caused people to hear Brinkley’s voice in their 
telephone conversations.
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In every state and 15 other countries XER could be heard.  In later years, it was reported Russian spies 
used XER to learn English.  Many country and hillbilly singers were heard on XER, including Gene 
Autry, Red Foley, Patsy Montana, and Jimmie Rodgers.  Rose Dawn, a radio personality on XER 
would tell your fortune---at least if you sent her $1.  

  “Rose Dawn”                        Autry   

His advertisers paid him $1,700 per hour.  Brinkley offered autographed pictures of Christ for sale.  No 
doubt the signature was authentic!!  Other stations sprouted along the Mexican border, including 
Norman Baker’s XENT with purple interior studio walls. Granddaddies of today’s televangelists got 
their start at these stations, particularly Brinkley’s.  Eleven stations in all started up in Del Rio in the 
1930s, advertising all kinds of worthless products and services.  

Mrs. Esther O. de Crosby was “president” of Brinkley’s XER.  She owned The Toltec Café’ in Villa 
Acuna.  Other board directors had to be Mexican to satisfy Mexican law, but in reality, Brinkley 
controlled the station.  One night XER broadcast into Washington D. C. off frequency by almost 100 
kilocyles (at 655 kc instead of 735 kc).  It was heard almost everywhere, interfering with WSB Atlanta, 
CKAC Montreal, WJR Detroit, and WGN Chicago.  “Doc”eventually sold his radio station to a 
Wichita Insurance company. KFKB became KFBI (Kansas Farmers and Bankers Insurance) in 
Abilene, Kansas (today’s KFDI in Wichita).  

In 1932, Brinkley again ran for Kansas governor.  KFBI, KFKB’s successor, gave him generous 
airtime William Allen White, Emporia, Kansas’s newspaperman, called Brinkley Boosters the 
“moronic underworld.”  Brinkley’s first wife, Sally Wike, threatened to write a book telling all.  His 
campaign tone changed from the first time he ran.  .  He attended fairs, picnics, etc. telling about the 
raw deal he received in his first try at the governorship. “Of course there is a limit…(referring to the 
election in 1930) we should not forget what was done to the money changers in the Temple,” Brinkley 
ranted.  When he spoke, the public came in the summer heat to hear him.  They missed “Amos and 
Andy,” and the first picture show.  In Emporia, he was so paranoid he spoke from the shadows, 
wearing a bullet-proof vest made to order just like Al Capone’s.     
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His old partner, James Crawford, refused to speak against him.  But first wife Sally Wike sure did. 
Brinkley’s radio political speeches (sermons) were credited with stimulating a revival of the Ku Klux 
Klan.  He caused some “non-voters” to show up at the voting booth on Election Day.  This time, 
Brinkley lost the election by about 31,000 votes. In 1932, Gov. Woodring's party (the Democrats) was 
divided by factionalism, while the Republicans, under the leadership of Alf Landon, remained unified. 
On Election Day, Landon received 274,679 votes to Woodring’s 271,487 and Brinkley’s 243,938.  
“Doc” had received 61,000 more votes than the first time he ran two years before but still did not 
increase his percentage share.

               

He opened a new hospital in Del Rio, leasing the top floor of the Roswell Hotel in late summer of 
1932.  He built a new library for Del Rio.  On Oct 7, 1933, Brinkley and Minnie left Milford for the 
last time after stripping out everything and every building, leaving a wrecking ball pile of debris, and 
taking 30 employees with them.  Angry men chiseled his name from a cement front on a drugstore in 
Milford, one of many acts aimed at Brinkley for abandoning their town and subsequently ruining their 
economy.

Meanwhile, Del Rio prospered. reveling in the attention U. S. publishers gave in their effort to find out 
about XER’s new home.  Del Rio was known as the “Wool and Mohair Capital of the United States.”  
The XER transmitter was known as the “Queen of the Air.”  Brinkley recorded his radio commercials 
and programming (an innovation).  He leased telephone lines at the rate of $10,000 per month and 
broadcast remotely from Milford on occasion.  “Boys’ Town”, a red light district across the border in 
Villa Acuna, flourished because men wanted to try out their new glands.  North of town, ranchers 
raised a nice supply of goats for Brinkley.  

The U.S. persuaded Mexico to host the North American Radio Conference in 1933.  Charles Curtis led 
the U.S. delegation at the conference and defended Brinkley’s shift to Mexico.  The conference did 
nothing. But Mexico afterward decided to shut XER down under pressure from the U.S. government.  
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Minnie made a trip to Mexico City with a satchel full of cash, but didn’t have enough to change the 
authorities’ minds.  Brinkley sued the Mexican government, and then began to broadcast from 
Colorado, Kansas, and Missouri.  He bought other stations and his mass mailings grew more 
aggressive and elaborate.  Reborn as XERA, it came back on the air in late 1935, at 840 kilocycles, 
“...between KOA Denver on one side and WWL New Orleans on the other.”  

Then… he abandoned goat gland surgery, opting to used another technique—“Steinach 2”—a 
vasectomy injected with mercurochrome to produce colored urine for two days -- proof of “big 
science.”  Huey Long of Louisiana supposedly wanted the operation but was assassinated before it 
could be done.  “You people will write to me your symptoms and I will prescribe for you as we did 
before,” Brinkley intoned.  His surgery for that procedure was:  poor man $150; average man $750; 
businessman’s version $1,000.  Then 6 vials of “medicine” could be had for $100, injected after going 
home from the hospital.  

Doc made and distributed a self-promoting film shown in theaters across the nation.  He bought a yacht 
so he and his family could escape the Texas heat, sailing on the ocean for 3 months of the year.  He 
would eventually buy two other replacement yachts; the longest was 171 ft. with a crew of 21.  It cost a 
mere $1,000 a day when cruising.  He had time to become a champion deep-sea fisherman.  

             
The last Brinkley yacht, later sold to the U.S. Navy. Brinkley and a FISH!

Brinkley took in $12 million in Del Rio during the worst Depression years.  He had 20 bank accounts 
in 5 states.  Minnie Brinkley’s assets included  $54,000 she moved to Del Rio through the banking 
system, $20,000 invested in the yacht, and $80,000 cash she carried with her from Milford to “keep 
around the house.”  An estimated $187,000, not including $100,000 in buildings, a lumber company, 
mink coats, a diamond tiara, Anaconda Copper Co. stock, plus other “minor” stocks rounded out her 
portfolio.  

Stay tuned.
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Bibliography:  The Life of a Man, by Clement Wood; The Bizarre Careers of Dr. Brinkley by R. Alton Lee;  The Roguish 
World of Doctor Brinkley by Gerald Carson;  Quacks and Crusaders by Erick S. Juhnke; Charlatan by Brock Pope;  the 
Brinkley Papers from the Kansas State Historical Society Library in Topeka, Kansas, The Milford (Kans.) Messenger, July 
26 to November 1, 1923.  The Junction City (Kans.) Union, June 1930 to October 1933, The Topeka (Kans.) Daily Capital, 
December 1919 to January 1928.

NEW*NEW*NEW*** The OKVRC Monthly Breakfast will be held at 8:30 AM, Wednesday morning, January 
7, 2010, at Cattleman's, 1309 South Agnew, Oklahoma City. This new location is on the right of the first 
stop light South of I-40 on Agnew.

The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical 
information and enjoyment of club members and friends. Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club 
activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o 
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, 
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained 
from the editor of Broadcast News.

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF:
Editor Dale McLellan (405) 330-1802 RXRADIO@aol.com
Contributing Editor Sherry Cowden (405) 282-5589 COWDEN416@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP:

OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your 
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.  
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label.  Below is 
a sample label:

           John Q. Collector
           1234 SW 56th Street
           Choctaw, OK 73123-1234

           Expires 10/09

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the 
Broadcast News distribution list.

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS

Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-
5625  Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.

WANTED:    Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you name it.  Call Tom Laszynski 
at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.

WANTED:   Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2. Also, need metal Identification 
plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver. Contact Tom Laszynski at either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176.

WANTED:    Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, boxed parts, radio 
advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414)353-0734 or radioman@wi.rr.com

WANTED:  RESTORED Philco model 90, good condition and “reasonably” priced.  Rod Higgens, (405) 329-3013,        
                        hotrod808@sbcglobal.net
FOR SALE:  ANTIQUE RADIO RESTORATION VIDEOS.  Volumes 1, 2, 3 and 4 are currently available.  Check my web page for 

more details and special deals! Go to http://www.bretsoldradios.com/
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FOR SALE:  Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear Signal Products, Inc.
                      405-745-9473 email: wire@coaxman.com
FOR SALE:  Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it.  Small stand - $37.50, and Brackets -

$2.50 Plus Shipping.  Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping.  Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or 
e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.

FOR SALE:    House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 
4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns.  L.W. Rousseau (405)842-0125

SERVICE:    FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC.  We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.  Radios must be complete 
with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons.  Fielding Electronics, Inc, PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-
9408 

SERVICE:     Old Radio Restoration and Servicing:  Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802, Edmond, OK

OKVRC EDITOR:  Broadcast News
PO BOX 50625
Midwest City
OK 73140-5625


