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PRESIDENT’S 

 

As I write this, another ice storm is predicted for later in the week
opportunity to stay at home and get a radio restored!  I have plans to work on several items.  The 
weather should be fine by the time of our nex
Buffet on NW Expressway at 63rd/Portland, 6PM
refinishing wooden cabinets.  We have been unable to find anyone who wants to take the lead, as I 
guess no one considers himself an expert
have worked on the finish, and tell about the prob
results.  This way we can all learn from 
should be an interesting topic.  Don’t forget to bring something for the donation auction.
 
Now is the time to plan vacation time for the year.  Here’s a list of 
events this year to aid in your planning:
 
March 20, 2010 VRPS Spring Auction
 
March 25-29, 2010 Carolinas Chapter AWA Meet
 
April 10, 2010  OKVRC Annual Meet
 
May 15, 2010  VRPS Spring 
 
June ?, 2010  HLARA Summer Si
 
July 9-10, 2010 MARC Extravaganza
 
Aug 5-Aug 7, 2010 ARCI Radiofest
 
August 20, 2010 VRPS Summer 
 
August 18-21, 2010 AWA Conference
 
October 9, 2010 OKVRC Fall 
 
Nov. 19-21, 2010 VRPS Annual Convention
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PRESIDENT’S PAGE 
By Jim Collings  

As I write this, another ice storm is predicted for later in the week.  If it really occurs, it may be a great 
opportunity to stay at home and get a radio restored!  I have plans to work on several items.  The 
weather should be fine by the time of our next meeting is held on February 13th at the Hometown 

/Portland, 6PM.  Our topic is one that has been requested, on 
We have been unable to find anyone who wants to take the lead, as I 

onsiders himself an expert.  So, the plan is for everyone to bring a set 
and tell about the problems, how they were solved, and s

.  This way we can all learn from one another’s experience whether it was good or bad.  
Don’t forget to bring something for the donation auction.

Now is the time to plan vacation time for the year.  Here’s a list of most of the nearby, or major 
planning: 

VRPS Spring Auction   Grapevine, TX 

Chapter AWA Meet Charlotte, NC 

OKVRC Annual Meet  Midwest City, OK 

Spring Swap Meet  Irving, TX 

Summer Sizzler  Broken Arrow, OK  

MARC Extravaganza   Lansing, MI 

ARCI Radiofest   Willowbrook, IL 

Summer Swap Meet  Irving, TX 

AWA Conference   Rochester, NY 

OKVRC Fall Swap Meet  Midwest City, OK 

VRPS Annual Convention  Mesquite, TX 
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If it really occurs, it may be a great 
opportunity to stay at home and get a radio restored!  I have plans to work on several items.  The 

at the Hometown 
is one that has been requested, on 

We have been unable to find anyone who wants to take the lead, as I 
So, the plan is for everyone to bring a set upon which they 

and show the final 
her it was good or bad.  It 

Don’t forget to bring something for the donation auction. 

most of the nearby, or major radio 
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Everyone should plan to attend at least the local events, our two big meets in Midwest City.   
 
Don’t forget our big annual meet will be on Saturday, April 10th at the Midwest City Community 
Center, beginning at 8 AM.  We will have a contest, swap meet, silent auction, and live auction.  It is 
not too early to begin planning, and to get publicity out.  If you have a category that you would like to 
see for the contest, please let me know so that it can be included.   See you at the next meeting. 
 

 
 

 
 

Report for the OKVRC Meeting of January 9
th
 2010 

 

Brrrrr! It has been COLD for the last couple of weeks here in Oklahoma City, starting with a 
blizzard on Christmas Eve which blanketed the state in snow, followed by bone chilling temperatures 
in the teens and twenties. But despite the cold it now sunny and the roads are clear. So about fifteen or 
so OKVRC members, spouses, and guests managed to brave the cold and meet for our first 2010 
Saturday meeting at the Hometown Buffet restaurant in Oklahoma City. Members began arriving 
before 6:00PM to eat dinner and continued to trickle in almost until we began the regular meeting.  

About 7:00PM Club President Jim Collings called the meeting to order. Jim told us about an 
upcoming radio event in North Carolina at the end of March, but nothing else happening sooner; 
perhaps more events will be listed when spring gets nearer. For tonight’s program our members were 
asked to bring in to share either new acquisitions and completed restorations or, particularly interesting 
and unusual sets. As usual, our members brought in some fascinating radios. Pictures of these gems 
that were brought in are included in the newsletter.  

Member Jerry Brown brought in a minty Zenith plastic table model K725 from the early fifties. 
Jerry got it on EBay, member Robert Padilla thinks he might have been bidding on it too! This Zenith, 
with its impressive large, round dial, is a great example of an early plastic AM-FM table model. If 
Jerry ever wants to part with it, he is sure to find many interested buyers right in our club. 

Jim Ray showed a large German multi-band table radio he recently acquired. This set is an 
EMUD model T7 built in 1957. These postwar German sets are superb examples of fine craftsmanship, 
and have wonderful sound quality, including great FM. Unlike most American sets of the period, they 
still have the shortwave bands most domestic sets had abandoned by the fifties. The set was extremely 
dirty and had a bad electrostatic speaker when found, but under Jim’s care has been restored to like 
new condition. 

John Reynolds brought in one of the most interesting portable radios we have seen in a while, a 
General Electric model 250 from 1949. This set shows the influence of wartime design, with its solid 
aluminum case and Locktal type tubes. It is about the same size as a Zenith Trans-Oceanic, but much 
heavier. But the most fascinating part of the set is its electronics. Unlike most portables of the period, 
which used a dry cell pack to provide A, B and C voltages, the GE uses a 2 volt wet cell and a vibrator 
power supply, with two very early solid-state half wave rectifiers to recharge the battery and operate 
the set for AC operation. John rebuilt the electronics, repairing the rare 2 volt vibrator and replacing 
the Willard 2 volt wet cell with a modern rechargeable battery. He then repainted the aluminum case in 
the original copper color. The set sounds as great as it looks, and we got to hear it too! 
 At the last OKVRC Swap Meet many of us noticed a large cathedral radio for sale, in real 
rough condition. We all walked by it because it looked “too far gone” But Ed Jones bought the radio, a 
General Motors model 130A from around 1931, and completely restored it inside and out. He brought 
it in tonight for everyone to see. The result is impressive, to say the least. It has an unusual and 
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particularly attractive gothic window style speaker grill, and we got to hear it play also. 
 Jim Collings brought a couple of his early sets in also. One, a recent local acquisition, was a 
TRESCO one-tube battery set from about 1922. It came complete with a working brass base tipped 
WD-11 tube. Then Jim brought out the rarest set of the night, a1921 Boston Scale and Machine. This 
set is built in two separate cabinets. One (the Model 105 part) consists of a tuner front end, with no 
tubes. The second cabinet (the Model 100 part) houses the detector and two amplifier stages, three 
tubes total. We have all seen early sets that have a tuner / detector section with one tube, and a separate 
section with two audio stages, but the configuration of Jim’s set is very unusual, and extremely rare. 
 Tonight’s program was a real treat. We not only got to see some of our club members’ nicest 
sets, but also got an appreciation of the technical skill our members possess, and the time and effort 
they put into restoring these historical sets to be once again both beautiful and functional. 
 We finished up with the usual donation auction. Several bags and flats of tubes, tapes from 
radio station KOMA, a thirties radio chassis complete with a large round dial,  a set of drawers from an 
electronics store used to display and sell Jensen phonograph needles, a stack of LPs, a Western Electric  
tube puller, some computer power cords, and other  miscellaneous parts were sold. Everything went for 
a buck or two. 
 Thanks to everyone who braved the cold to come, it turned out to be a great evening. See you 
all next month!   Jim Tyrrell, Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 

 



�
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8th Article for OKVRC Newsletter by Art Hoch 
 
 
 

 By November of 1933, “Doc” had moved the KFKB radio staff and the hospital 
staff (about 40 people) down to Del Rio, after living there himself for 2 years.  The move was 
necessary, he said, …“to reduce expenses in the conduct of my business.”  By doing so, he eliminated 
that $10,000 per month telephone line for voice broadcasts from Milford to Del Rio.  Some of 
Brinkley’s former associates had set up a rival clinic in Milford and also at Rosalia, Kansas.  They 
made copies of  “Doc’s” customer lists and were beginning to operate on his potential customers at 
cut-rate prices.  By then, doctors in Texas were exclaiming, “We want to know what we can do to get 
him out [of Texas].”   
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Brinkley had complained about Milford residents relying on him to do everything and pay for 
everything in town.  There was nothing in Milford when he had arrived in 1917 Brinkley said, and 
there would be nothing left after he was gone.  How true.  When he left town, Brinkley had all the 
hospital buildings, the nurses’ quarters, and even his home in Milford razed so no one could use them.  
Furniture, equipment, and everything else was loaded into vans and went south, including 
“Ammunition Train #1,” the old Chevy campaign truck.   
 
By now, a few XER listeners were winning a new Oldsmobile car in contests by completing “I 
consider Dr. Brinkley the world’s foremost prostate specialist because….”  What would you say to get 
a new car, especially during the Depression?  He refused to let other doctors know his technique and 
sold customers “Formula # 1020” for $100.  It was essentially indigo dye added to water and cost 18 
cents to have made.  He advertised his new non-surgical treatment for $250, which included a free 
urine examination every 6 months.  Still, some goat-gland operations were being performed for $1,000 
to $1,500. Binkley sent $100,000 to the Royal Bank of Canada in Sault Ste Marie because “Roosevelt 
[Franklin] was devaluating the dollar” but then brought it back to the U. S. in 1935. 
 

MAKING AND SPENDING THE MONEY 
 

Between October 15, 1933, and January 1, 1938, approximately 16,000 patients passed through the 
Brinkley hospital in Del Rio.  His gross income in 1936 alone was $1,100,000.  In those days, most 
doctors grossed $3,000-3,500 per year.  A medical specialist might possibly earn $6,500-7,000 
annually.  The Mexican radio permit was costing Brinkley $100,000 a year to keep.  He had owned 12 
Cadillacs, 3 yachts (at different times), a Lockheed Electra airplane, a Texas ranch, an Oklahoma farm, 
6,500 acres in North Carolina, a Mexican farm, 2 citrus groves, oil wells, an advertising agency, a 
fernery, Arizona gold mine stock, the Del Rio mansion, a finance and loan company, and part of the 
family lumber yard.  The flagship Cadillac had a custom-built body with “Dr. Brinkley” emblazoned in 
thirteen places along with a gold-plated radiator cap.  Talk about conspicuous consumption!  Wife 
Minnie’s portfolio was listed in the previous article. 
 
On his left hand “Doc” wore a 13-carat diamond (the size of a quarter) ring, an 11-carat diamond on 
his right hand, 2 diamond Masonic lodge lapel pins, a 6-carat diamond tie pin with other smaller 
stones, and a diamond tie clasp 2 inches long by ¾” wide, all diamonds.  Minnie had her share of 
diamond too---she was not poor. 
 

 



 7

 
The mansion grounds were, in a word, fabulous.  A twenty-foot “Winged Victory” monument on the 
grounds was later moved to his Forest Hill Cemetery grave in Memphis, Tennessee.  At night, two 
lighted fountains threw water 30 feet high from their bases, which bore “Dr. Brinkley” in fluorescent 
lighting.  His name and title were also found in the tiles surrounding the custom-built 40 ft. X 60 ft. 
$25,000 swimming pool that was installed while he was away on a cruise.  (It also exhibited swastikas)   
The 16 acres, covered with palm trees irrigated by ice water, were home to flamingos, penguins, as 
well as tortoises from the Galapagos Islands. 
  

                                              
                A fountain at the mansion                                                One of three gates at the driveway 

 
A huge social event once held on the lawn for Del Rio townspeople, had consumed in one setting 192 
chickens and 12 hams, 35 gallons of chicken salad, 70 pounds of canapés, 40 gallons of fruit cocktail, 
9 cases of celery, 15 crates of oranges, 6 gallons of green olives, and apples and green peppers.  “Doc” 
knew how to throw a party. 
 
Inside the mansion, known as “Palm Drive in the Hudson Gardens,” was an $11,000 pipe organ 
shipped in pieces from the Reuter Organ Company in Lawrence, Kansas, the weight of which totaled 
9,000 pounds.  A 1935 McMurdo Silver “Empire” 19-tube console radio was also in the “music room.” 
Walnut-paneled walls were covered with photographs of the doctor, his yachts, his planes, and other 
belongings.   
 
At each place around the dining table was engraved “Dr. Brinkley” and every napkin was embroidered 
with his name.  The Brinkley home place in North Carolina was emblazoned in the middle of every 
bone china plate.  Settings included gold forks, knives, and spoons.  Heavy candelabra hung from 
ornate ceilings; over the organ was draped a gold tinsel cloth, ornamented with guess who’s name. 
 

     
                                   
                        The music room           The Brinkleys at Home 
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Part of the mansion was reserved for son Johnny Boy and his companion, first named the nursery, and 
later his “bachelor quarters.”  The décor rivaled (and probably surpassed) many of the 1920’s and 
1930’s movie stars’ homes.  In summary, “Doc’s” hacienda, barely north of the border, was 
unbelievable. 
 
Although he rued the fact he had not been able to transplant his natal cabin to Texas, he did display the 
old iron kettle “…in which we cooked beans” in North Carolina.  Collections of just about anything 
filled the rooms of the house to be point of being over-stuffed.  One room contained a collection of 
perfumes valued at over $5,000.  Oh, and of course, the gold cup trophy ala microphone, awarded by 
Chicago’s Radio Digest in 1930 to KFKB for being the most popular radio station in the United States, 
was displayed prominently in the dining room.  It was a reminder of his triumph over The Kansas City 

Star’s WDAF.   
 
To be forthcoming, he did spend money to benefit the community and the economy of the Del Rio 
area.  Some of his treasure went for candy and fruit for the Del Rio children at Christmas-time, for 
typewriters and desks at the high school, and for a new library in Del Rio---IF the town matched his 
funds and named it the “Dr. Brinkley Library.”  New bats, baseballs, and uniforms for the kids across 
the border at Christmas-time made him a lifetime friend of many Mexicans.  He declared, “Dr. and 
Mrs. John R. Brinkley and Johnny Boy are friends of Del Rio.”   Indeed, “Doc” had not forgotten the 
cold beer brought to him on the troop train in Del Rio back in 1917.   
 
Then his radio talks turned to Nazi politics and isolationism.  And lawsuits against him began to pile 
up.  The end was coming.   Stay tuned. 
 
Bibliography:  The Life of a Man, by Clement Wood; The Bizarre Careers of Dr. Brinkley by R. Alton Lee;  The Roguish 

World of Doctor Brinkley by Gerald Carson;  Quacks and Crusaders by Erick S. Juhnke; Charlatan by Brock Pope;  the 
Brinkley Papers from the Kansas State Historical Society Library in Topeka, Kansas, The Milford (Kans.) Messenger, July 
26 to November 1, 1923.  The Junction City (Kans.) Union, June 1930 to October 1933, The Topeka (Kans.) Daily Capital, 
December 1919 to January 1928. 

 

 
NEW*NEW*NEW*** The OKVRC Monthly Breakfast will be held at 8:30 AM, Wednesday morning, 
February 10, at Cattleman's, 1309 South Agnew, Oklahoma City. This new location is on the right of the 
first stop light South of I-40 on Agnew. 

 
 

 
The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical 
information and enjoyment of club members and friends.  Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club 
activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o 
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, 
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained 
from the editor of Broadcast News. 
 

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF: 
Editor   Dale McLellan (405) 330-1802 RXRADIO@aol.com 
Contributing Editor  Sherry Cowden (405) 282-5589 COWDEN416@aol.com 
 

MEMBERSHIP: 
 

OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your 
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.   
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label.  Below is 
a sample label: 
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           John Q. Collector 
           1234 SW 56th Street 
           Choctaw, OK 73123-1234 
 
           Expires 10/09 
 

 
If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the 
Broadcast News distribution list. 

 

 

 

 

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS 

Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-

5625  Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM 

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads. 
 

WANTED:    Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you name it.  Call Tom Laszynski 
at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net. 

WANTED:    Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2.  Also, need metal Identification 
plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver.  Contact Tom Laszynski at either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176. 

WANTED:    Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, boxed parts, radio 
advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414)353-0734 or radioman@wi.rr.com 

WANTED:    RESTORED Philco model 90, good condition and “reasonably” priced.  Rod Higgens, (405) 329-3013,         
                        hotrod808@sbcglobal.net 
FOR SALE:   Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear Signal Products, Inc. 
                       405-745-9473 email:  wire@coaxman.com 
FOR SALE:  Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it.  Small stand - $37.50, and Brackets - 

$2.50 Plus Shipping.  Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping.  Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or 
e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net. 

FOR SALE:    House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 
4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns.  L.W. Rousseau (405)842-0125 

SERVICE:     FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC.  We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.  Radios must be complete 
with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons.  Fielding Electronics, Inc, PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-
9408  

SERVICE:     Old Radio Restoration and Servicing:  Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802, Edmond, OK 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


