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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
By Jim Collings

Happy New Year!  It’s the start of another year and I hope that it will be a prosperous one for everyone.  
I had a good time at the OKVRC Christmas party, and I hope everyone else did also.  It was at my 
home and 21 collectors and wives attended.  We started out socializing and listening to old music of 
both cylinder and disc. Then we enjoyed a great meal which included many delicious desserts brought 
by members.  The dirty Santa gift exchange did not get out of hand too much, but several items 
changed hands a few times.  Then there was a surprise visit from Mrs. Santa.  Soon after that, Jerry 
Brown and I led the singing of Christmas carols accompanied by guitar.  We ran out of carols and went 
on to other selections and then it was time for many to leave. I believe everyone had a great time!  If 
you missed it, make plans now to attend next year’s party.

So far, I have not had any spare time to work on restoring anything over the holidays.  Hopefully you 
have fared better.  Our topic for the January meeting is radio related items that you may have recently 
completed restoration, or that you have gotten recently, maybe for Christmas?  I will define recently, as 
in 2008, so everyone should have something they can bring to share with the membership.  I’m looking 
forward to the meeting. The topic should be good with a lot of interesting items to talk about.  Since we 
didn’t have the usual meeting in December, there should be some interesting items saved up for the
donation auction.  

This year, our February meeting is on St. Valentine’s Day again!  We will have a Ladies Night like we 
had once before, with the women bringing something they like from the collection to talk about.  It 
should be fun, so plan ahead so they have plenty of time to anticipate the event.  See you at the 
meeting!
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Report for the OKVRC Christmas Party of December 13th 2008

This year the OKVRC held its annual Christmas Dinner Party at the home of club president Jim Collings. 
I have attended five or six of these Christmas parties since joining OKVRC, and while all have been great, I think 
this one was the best! About twenty-five club members showed up and were rewarded with a truly memorable 
evening.

Upon arriving at Jim and Julie’s beautiful Edmond home, we all greeted other guests, some of whom 
aren’t at our regular monthly meetings, before grabbing a glass of wine or other beverage and setting off to 
check out Jim’s incredible radio collection, spread out over both floors of the house. Not only many beautiful and 
rare early radios were to be seen, but also Jim’s collection of vintage wind-up phonographs, both cylinder and 
platter types. Jim played many of the phonographs for us, playing vintage Christmas carols, of course! He also 
played his two vintage Wurlitzer 78 RPM jukeboxes for us, and we got to listen to some nostalgic tunes from 
such artists as Elvis Presley and Ritchie Valens. But the biggest treat of all was when Jim fired up his 1925 Field 
reproducing baby-grand piano. This instrument was unlike any player piano I have ever seen, not only because it 
is a grand rather then upright style, but also because it actually reproduces the music like a real live pianist 
would, without the tinny sound of a standard player piano. The whole pneumatically operated mechanism, which 
reads the piano roll, was located in a pullout drawer below the keyboard. It was as much fun to watch as it was to 
listen to.

The food was somewhat late in arriving but that was no problem as everyone was so engrossed in 
checking out Jim’s collection. When it arrived everyone sat down to a wonderful dinner. The food was catered by 
Nancy’s Kitchen of Oklahoma City. The main course consisted of both of pork roast and baked salmon, most 
everyone had both. A variety of vegetable side dishes and rolls were available as well, and lots of cakes, pies 
and cookies for desert. After the dinner was finished, guests enjoyed coffee, tea and conversation before playing 
the “Dirty Santa” game. Everyone brought a small gift, and, when their number was called, could choose from 
any of the unopened gifts still under the tree. Or, they could “steal” an already opened gift from someone who 
had already had their turn. That person could then pick a new gift from under the tree or “steal” another. Seems 
like we had a lot of tools as gifts this year. 

After the gift giving (and stealing) was over, Jim and club member Jerry Brown (no relation to the crazy 
ex-governor of California) played their guitars and sang for us. They played and sang lots of Christmas carols but 
also took requests and played such popular classics as “Unchained Melody” and “House of the Rising Sun”. It 
was great fun for all. Thanks to Jim and Julie for hosting the party, we all had a great time!
See you next month, January 10th back at the Hometown Buffet. Have a great New Year!  Jim Tyrrell, Secretary

The OKVRC Monthly Breakfast will be held at 8:30 AM, Wednesday morning, Jan.7, 2009,      
at the new Denny’s just off of I-40 and the Douglas exit on Douglas Blvd.  The address of the 
restaurant is 3130 S. Douglas Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73150

The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical 
information and enjoyment of club members and friends. Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club 
activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o 
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, 
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained 
from the editor of Broadcast News.

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF:
Editor Dale McLellan (405) 330-1802 RXRADIO@aol.com
Contributing Editor Sherry Cowden (405) 282-5589 COWDEN416@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP:

OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your 
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.  
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label.  Below is a 
sample label:
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Expires 10/09

           John Q. Collector
           1234 SW 56th Street
           Choctaw, OK 73123-1234

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the 
Broadcast News distribution list.

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS

Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-
5625  Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.

WANTED:    Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you name it.  Call Tom Laszynski 
at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.

WANTED:   Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2. Also, need metal Identification plate 
for a Navy RBO-2 receiver. Contact Tom Laszynski at either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176.

WANTED:    Any radio related German items.  Especially WWII radios, tubes, and accessories.  I'm a buyer also for Grundig, 
Telefunken radios and tubes from the 1950-1965 era.  Frank Karner (405) 769-4656  fkarner@cox.net

WANTED:    I'M YOUR BUYER for tube amplifiers- music, PA, any type!  Also amplifier tubes, tube testers, etc.  Frank Karner (405) 
769-4656  fkarner@cox.net

WANTED:   I need some 6FG6 Tubes (European number is EM84) to get me thru the winter's work. Also need a few 6BR5 (EM80)         
                       tubes. Thanks! Frank Karner fkarner@cox.net (405) 769-4656
WANTED:    Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, boxed parts, radio 

advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414)353-0734 or radioman@wi.rr.com
WANTED:   Zenith Rotor Wavemagnet box antenna, John Reynolds (405) 590-2716, jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com
WANTED:  Bakelite case for Philco Boomerang model 49-501 deco radio. Cracked, nice or restorable...whatever condition you have!
                      Frank Karner, 12432 Elizabeth Cove, Midwest City, OK. 73130. E-mail: fkarner@cox.net (405) 769-4656
WANTED:  Parts for a 1925 SUPER ZENITH 27. This is similar to the Super Zenith VII, except for the AC power supply, meter. I                                                                                              
                      need the AC power supply (Maybe there are 2 used?) and perhaps some small parts. THANKS! Frank Karner
                   (405)769-4656  fkarner@cox.net                  

FOR SALE:  ANTIQUE RADIO RESTORATION VIDEOS.  Volumes 1, 2, 3 and 4 are currently available.  Check my web page for 
more details and special deals! Go to http://www.bretsoldradios.com/

FOR SALE:  Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear Signal Products, Inc.
                      405-745-9473 email: wire@coaxman.com
FOR SALE:  Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it.  Small stand - $37.50, and Brackets -

$2.50 Plus Shipping.  Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping.  Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 
or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.

FOR SALE:    House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 
to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns.  L.W. Rousseau (405)842-0125

SERVICE:    FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC.  We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.  Radios must be complete 
with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons.  Fielding Electronics, Inc, PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-
9408 

SERVICE:     Old Radio Restoration and Servicing:  Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802, Edmond, OK


