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OKVRC Christmas Party!!

This year our Christmas Party will be on Saturday, December 12th, at the home of Jim and Julie 
Collings, 14704 Carlingford Way, Edmond, OK 73013.  Please arrive around 6 PM, as the catered 
meal will be ready to eat at 6:30.  The menu will consist of pork tenderloin and/or salmon.  

this year, the same as last year.  The club is subsidizing a portion of 
the meal.  Also we ask that those of you so inclined, make a dessert to share.  Please 

day, Dec 7.  We will have the usual white elephant/dirty Santa gift 
.  So everyone needs to bring a gift valued at ~$10.  These have been a lot of fun in the past.  

We are hoping for a big turnout, and of course all are welcome. Call if you need directions. 
few events where the women are especially included and get to socialize.

I attended the VRPS meet in Dallas (Mesquite) this past weekend, Nov 20-22nd.  It was a very good 
r to those in the past, and attendance seemed to me to be about the same as last year

$30,000, so there was plenty of nice equipment.  
item was a Western Electric 597A tweeter which sold for more than $7000, a surprise to the owner.  I 
think there were some good deals, especially for cathedrals.  I won a 12 tube Zenith con

with original, but worn finish for $200.  I was worried about having room to get it home, and 
eone had been out of the room and missed out in the bidding, so I let him have it

good thing as my SUV was completely full when we left.  So, prices realized were slightly down from 
y down from 10 to 15 years ago.  I was not aware of any glitches, as 

everything was well planned.  The contest was very good, with many displays of incredible items.  
large red Crosley Coca-Cola bottle radio from the mid

anning disc television, and a WW II enigma machine.  

Please make plans to attend the Christmas Party.  The more the merrier and I’m sure 
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, at the home of Jim and Julie 
Collings, 14704 Carlingford Way, Edmond, OK 73013.  Please arrive around 6 PM, as the catered 

menu will consist of pork tenderloin and/or salmon.  The cost is
year.  The club is subsidizing a portion of 

Please RSVP to the 
We will have the usual white elephant/dirty Santa gift 

.  So everyone needs to bring a gift valued at ~$10.  These have been a lot of fun in the past.  
Call if you need directions. It’s one of 

.  It was a very good 
seemed to me to be about the same as last year.  

$30,000, so there was plenty of nice equipment.  The most expensive 
7000, a surprise to the owner.  I 

think there were some good deals, especially for cathedrals.  I won a 12 tube Zenith console in working 
I was worried about having room to get it home, and 
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rices realized were slightly down from 

as not aware of any glitches, as 
everything was well planned.  The contest was very good, with many displays of incredible items.  I

from the mid-1930’s.  Other 
I will plan to attend 

and I’m sure it will be a fun 
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Report for the OKVRC Meeting of November14th 2009

It was a crisp but pleasant fall evening here in Oklahoma City, with cold, wet weather right 
around the corner, as about eighteen OKVRC members, spouses, and guests met for our second 
Saturday of the month meeting at the Hometown Buffet restaurant in Oklahoma City. Another group 
occupying our normal private dining room was a little slow to leave, so some members started their 
meal in the main dining room. Before long, the restaurant staff had cleaned our room and we all moved 
in there to enjoy dinner until about 7:00PM 

About 7:00PM Club President Jim Collings called the meeting to order. Jim recommended we 
attend the upcoming Vintage Radio and Phonograph Society Fall Convention down in Mesquite, 
Texas. We also welcomed a new club member as well as a visitor all the way from Michigan! Also 
discussed was next month’s Charismas Party. Jim has graciously offered (again!) to host the party at 
his beautiful Edmond home. That means we once again get to see Jim’s awesome collection of radios, 
phonographs, and juke boxes. We all had a great time last year, so keep the second Saturday night in 
December open on your schedule.

We started out the evening’s program with a show-and-tell session. Robert Padilla brought in 
two recent acquisitions to share, both post-WW2 table sets. The first was a Traveler model 50-15 from 
1948; the second was a Setchel-Carson model 426 from 1946. The Setchel-Carson had a corner of the 
Bakelite cabinet that was broken off. One morning Robert noticed that the corner of a plastic milk jug 
had the same dimensions as the corners of the Setchel-Carson cabinet. He used the corner of the milk 
jug to make a handy mold to fabricate a new corner section! 
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Tonight’s program was on Wireless Components. To most historians, the era of modern radio 
began in 1920 when radio stations KDKA and WWJ went on the air, beginning the era of broadcast 
radio. But the wireless era, which began with development of wireless telegraphy by Gugliemo 
Marconi in the late nineteenth century, brought about radio for commercial, military, maritime, and 
amateur use. Radio seldom made news, except when it helped save lives, such as during ship sinkings. 
But out of the public eye, the technology was improving rapidly, moving from cohere and magnetic 
wire detectors to crystal and vacuum tube detectors, and from dots-and-dashes to voice and music 
transmission. Once broadcast radio burst on the scene in 1920, everyone wanted a radio, and the 
business community responded with a flood of radios, some of which survive to line collector’s 
shelves today.

Since there were relatively few users of radio in the wireless era, surviving artifacts are much 
scarcer then relics of the broadcast era. Only governments and large commercial interests could afford 
complete radio transmitters and receivers, most amateur and small commercial systems were made up 
of individual components, such as detectors, tuning devices, transformers, and induction units. These 
were then cobbled together to form a system.

Jim Collings brought in one example of a simple but complete receiving system of the wireless 
era, a BC14A military crystal receiver, referred to as a Trench Radio. These were based on a French 
design and were built for the US military by three manufacturers; General Radio, Liberty Electric, and 
Deforest. The BC14A is one of the most elaborate and sophisticated crystal sets ever made. It even 
includes the “buzzer” feature used on the later IP receivers, where an electric buzzer notifies the user 
when a sensitive spot has been found on the crystal. 

Jim also brought in a large number of pre-1920 individual wireless components, many of 
which were passed around for us to examine. Several transmitter spark gaps, mounted on fireproof 
porcelain bases were shown. Also, lots of receiver parts, including loose coupler tuning units, variable 
capacitor tuning units, fixed capacitors, crystal detectors, vacuum tube detectors, and a filament 
transformer. These components were made by such wireless era makers as Mesco, Electro Importing 
Company (EICO), Deforest, Wireless Specialty Company, RCA, Murdock, Duck, and AW Bowman. 
Jim also gave us a careful chronology of the development of vacuum tube detectors, starting with the 
first Deforest Audions up through the familiar UV-201A tubes we have all seen many times.

We wrapped up the night’s program with the usual donation auction. Two loop antennas 
from table models, a Zenith table radio, several remote controls, a set of tiny speakers, some plug-in 
power supplies, a video transfer system, a flat of tubes, a Delco radio console (a nice thirties Art Deco 
model, complete except dial glass!),  a AIWA Stereo System, and a  Uniden cordless phone all went to 
new homes. All items went for a buck or two.  Jim Tyrrell, Secretary

See you at the Christmas party!!
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NEW*NEW*NEW*** The OKVRC Monthly Breakfast will be held at 8:30 AM, Wednesday morning, 
December 9, 2009, at Cattleman's, 1309 South Agnew, Oklahoma City. This new location is on the right 
of the first stop light South of I-40 on Agnew.
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Article series on “Doc” Brinkley for OKVRC newsletter by member Art Hoch

  Wallowing in more cash than he could possibly spend (although he tried), 
everything was “coming up roses” for Doc Brinkley in the late 1920s.  His Milford, Kansas, hospital 
was busy.  At $750 a “pop” (pun intended) he somehow convinced men who really wanted to be 
“revitalized” to spend their money on goat glands.  But troublesome clouds were appearing on the 
horizon.  Complaints were being lodged against him by patients whose recovery went badly or by 
patients’ families whose men had died of infection incurred by the surgery.

In April 1930, The Kansas State Medical Board filed charges against Doc for “gross immorality and 
unprofessional conduct.”  Testimonials had been published in “The Kansas City Star” newspaper 
claiming he killed some patients.  The paper published names of five people whose death certificates 
stated they had died at Brinkley’s hospital.  He denied the charges even though his signature was on 
the certificates.  Brinkley was said to have paid former patients to retract their allegations that he 
harmed them. The “Star” labeled Brinkley a “super quack.”  

Also in April 1930, Brinkley was forced to travel to Washington, D. C. to defend his radio station’s 
practices before the Federal Radio Commission.  The commission also had received complaints, no 
doubt some of which came from WDAF, The Kansas City Star’s rival radio property that took aim at 
Brinkley with “unparalleled ferocity.”  

In July 1930, the Kansas Board of Medical Examiners met to consider the revocation of Brinkley’s 
license to practice medicine in Kansas.  At that point in time, 42 people had died in Brinkley’s 
hospital.  Some of the mutilated survivors testified at the board’s hearings in Topeka.   But Brinkley 
had his supporters there as well.  He took the stand, calm, courteous, affable.  He described the 
hearings as “this little show we are putting on here.”  It was stifling hot but many women adherents 
stood in the hearing room.  Brinkley admitted his prostate operation was based on theory unsupported 
by any other medical research or practice except his own.  Brinkley said,  “It [the hearing] was not a 
trial, it was a persecution.”

The testimonies ended and the board went into recess until September.  The weather had remained hot-
- temperatures reaching 108 degrees in the shade.  The only “cool” guy appeared to be Brinkley.  He 
confidently invited the board to visit his hospital and witness the surgery which had made him rich and 
famous.  The board accepted, watching two goats give up “their all” for a railroad section-hand and a 
rural mail carrier.   A couple of newspaper reporters were also invited to the show.
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   “Doc at work”in the Brinkley hospital in Milford, 
Kansas.

When the board went into session in Topeka two days after witnessing the surgeries, the members 
unanimously voted to revoke Brinkley’s license to practice medicine in Kansas.  Now Brinkley was 
without a license to practice medicine as well as a license for broadcasting.  How could he continue to 
make a living?  After all, he had received a prize gold cup from “Radio Digest” magazine for being the 
most popular radio station in the United States.

Brinkley would take his case both to the Kansas Supreme Court and the U.S. Supreme Court; the 
former to restore his medical license, the latter to reclaim his radio license.  He lost both cases.  At the 
D. C. hearing, Mrs. Brinkley rose to say, “May I say a few words?”  Doc’s attorneys flagged her down 
and would not let her speak.  The commission denied renewal of Brinkley’s license to operate KFKB, 
as well as axing KVEP in Portland, Oregon, Norman Bakers’ KTNT (The Naked Truth) in Muscatine, 
Iowa, and Rev. Bob Shuler’s “hate” station, KGEF in Los Angeles----at the same session.  KFKB 
remained on the air pending appeal, but  the U. S. Supreme Court sustained the FRC’s ruling in Feb. 
1931.  Brinkley’s farewell broadcast on KFKB was on Feb. 20, 1931.  

KFKB’s “goodbye” broadcast

In Kansas, Judge Burch of the state Supreme Court wrote; “…the licensee (Brinkley) has perfected and 
organized charlantanism…that it is capable of preying…to an extent…he (is) practicing pretension 
under the guise of practicing medicine and surgery.”  There would be no more tolerating this “quack.” 
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But Brinkley was not KO’d yet.  After the hearings were over, Brinkley flew to Florida for a very brief 
vacation.  On his return through Little Rock, Arkansas, an old medical associate suggested to Brinkley 
that he should file to make a run for governor of Kansas.  So Brinkley made an “off-hand” remark to a 
reporter that he thought he just might do that before he got in his airplane and took off.  

If he couldn’t beat them he reasoned, he would just become governor and replace those people set in 
their ways on the medical board.  He announced his candidacy for governor in Wichita on Sep. 20, 
1930, three days after he lost his medical license.  It was too late to get his name on the printed ballot; 
he would be an independent “write-in” candidate.  He flew around the state in his blue “Romancer” 
airplane, which was previously owned by Charles Lindberg.  He drew the biggest crowds ever seen on 
the campaign trail in Kansas.  “WHEN HE WASN’T IN THE AIR, HE WAS ON IT.”  He spent 5 
hours a day on the radio delivering his spiel, which were sermons rather than political speeches.  Fears 
inherent with the dire Depression economy fueled his campaign rhetoric.  He had no ticket, no 
organization, just himself.  He said, “I always feel like there’s some special power guiding what I do.  
Let’s pasture the goats on the statehouse lawn.”   Lack confidene?  Uh uh!

His slogan was “Clean out, clean up, and Keep Kansas Clean.”  Doc told the populace, “Only you and 
God will be in that voting booth.”  The Republican gubernatorial candidate was Frank “Chief” Haucke 
of Morris County; the Democratic candidate was Harry H. Woodring from Neodesha.  Both were 
single men and both happened to be Legionnaires.  Brinkley’s campaign style was part vaudeville and 
part evangelistic meeting, swooping in at the last minute in his airplane. ”I know how Jesus felt. The 
men in power wanted to do away with Jesus before the common people woke up.  Are you awake 
here?”  Wife Minnie and son Johnny Boy were an integral part of the campaign.  She often wore her 
$50,000 worth of diamonds;  Johnny Boy continued to sing “Happy Birthday.”  Doc wore a bulletproof 
vest exactly like Al Capone’s.

             A souvenir
            

        
Brinkley’s campaign truck               Brinkley campaigning with his airplane
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      Campaign stops      
             “Doc”     Minnie and Johnny Boy (Courtesy: KS State Hist. Soc.)

Writing in Brinkley’s name on the ballot was a problem because his followers’ intelligence was a 
factor.  He appealed to the bib overall set and “the boys at the forks of the creek.”   Also, the written 
English language was difficult for voters of German, Russian, and Lithuanian descent to use. At 
Brinkley appearances and on the radio, people were told how to correctly spell his name on the ballot:  
“J period R period B-r-i-n-k-l-e-y.”  A campaign song was even written for reinforcement.  But 
thousands of Brinkley votes were written in wrong sections of the ballot and misspellings were 
common, a “no-no” for write-in candidates.  

On election night Brinkley led in the early returns.  Counting the total vote took 12 days.  He carried 3 
counties in Oklahoma with 20 thousand votes.  Did they not know he was running for office in Kansas, 
not Oklahoma?  He wound up losing a close race (finishing in 3rd place by 30,000 votes), but 
unexplainably didn’t ask for a recount, nor did the other loser, “Chief” Haucke.  Harry Woodring was 
elected by a margin of 251 votes out of 600,000+ votes cast.  There was a VERY real danger Brinkley 
would have won in a recount, for it was thought many valid ballots were not counted initially.  Some 
people estimated 50,000 to 60,000 Brinkley votes were tossed in creeks, rivers, and ponds, because of 
“technicalities.” 

What’s next?  A successful move to Texas.

Stay tuned.

Bibliography:  The Life of a Man, by Clement Wood; The Bizarre Careers of Dr. Brinkley by R. Alton 
Lee;  The Roguish World of Doctor Brinkley by Gerald Carson;  Quacks and Crusaders by Erick S. 
Juhnke; Charlatan by Brock Pope;  the Brinkley Papers from the Kansas State Historical Society 
Library in Topeka, Kansas, The Milford (Kans.) Messenger, July 26 to November 1, 1923.  The 
Junction City (Kans.) Union, June 1930 to October 1933, The Topeka (Kans.) Daily Capital, 
December 1919 to January 1928.
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The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical 
information and enjoyment of club members and friends. Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club 
activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o 
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, 
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained 
from the editor of Broadcast News.

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF:
Editor Dale McLellan (405) 330-1802 RXRADIO@aol.com
Contributing Editor Sherry Cowden (405) 282-5589 COWDEN416@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP:

OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your 
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.  
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label.  Below is 
a sample label:

           John Q. Collector
           1234 SW 56th Street
           Choctaw, OK 73123-1234

           Expires 10/09

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the 
Broadcast News distribution list.

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS

Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-
5625  Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.

WANTED:    Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you name it.  Call Tom Laszynski 
at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.

WANTED:   Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2. Also, need metal Identification 
plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver. Contact Tom Laszynski at either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176.

WANTED:    Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, boxed parts, radio 
advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414)353-0734 or radioman@wi.rr.com

WANTED:  RESTORED Philco model 90, good condition and “reasonably” priced.  Rod Higgens, (405) 329-3013,        
                        hotrod808@sbcglobal.net
FOR SALE:  ANTIQUE RADIO RESTORATION VIDEOS.  Volumes 1, 2, 3 and 4 are currently available.  Check my web page for 

more details and special deals! Go to http://www.bretsoldradios.com/
FOR SALE:  Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear Signal Products, Inc.
                      405-745-9473 email: wire@coaxman.com
FOR SALE:  Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it.  Small stand - $37.50, and Brackets -

$2.50 Plus Shipping.  Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping.  Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or 
e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.

FOR SALE:    House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 
4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns.  L.W. Rousseau (405)842-0125

SERVICE:    FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC.  We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.  Radios must be complete 
with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons.  Fielding Electronics, Inc, PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-
9408 

SERVICE:     Old Radio Restoration and Servicing:  Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802, Edmond, OK


