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I’m currently enroute to the AWA meet in Rochester, New York, but need to get my column written.  
Last month’s meeting was a good one.  Not too many people brought favorite sets, but there were a few 
sets displayed, and we had good attendance.  The donation auction was one of the largest we have had 
in a long time.  I think there is a photo of some of the offerings elsewhere in this issue.  There was a 
wide variety of equipment from radios to parts to tubes, to test equipment.  Everything sold, and only a 
few items had to be combined with other items to make a sale.  The club treasury was increased by 
about $70.  Thanks to all who brought donations, and all who purchased items.  The topic for this 
month’s meeting is the one I suggested last month, the opposite of a favorite set.  So bring a set that is 
unique enough that you have kept it, but not good enough that you have begun a restoration, or decided 
for sure to keep it.  So it could be your least favorite.  It is a good time to bring something for which 
you need suggestions on restoration.  But of course anything you would like to bring to talk about is 
fine.

I attended the Antique Radio Club of Illinois meet last month. (See pictures below)  One of our 
members who I met there said that he was anxious to see my review of the meet, so here it is:  The 
meet was in Willowbrook, Illinois.  I believe this was the second year at this location. (This is the meet 
that was always held in Elgin, IL near the Muchow museum, in past years, and this is the closest major 
meet to us in Oklahoma).  We arrived on Thursday afternoon, just prior to a major thunderstorm.  
Consequently, the auction was moved inside.  So the auction was the first event of the meet.  This is a 
great feature, as the auction is not full of previously unseen items, and not things that didn’t sell in the 
flea market.  So the auction was good, with some nice items, but prices were high, so I only purchased 
a few items.  Their auction is different from others.  There was a charge of $5 for each item entered, 
rather than a commission being charged.  Sellers are not allowed to bid on their entries, but have a card 
that was red on one side and green on the other.  As the auction proceeds, if the card is turned by the 
seller to green, the item is sold.  If he keeps it red, the item is passed.  It sounds like it would be hard to 
implement, but it went smoothly, and there were not many items passed.   The flea market began with a 
restricted start time of 7 AM on Friday morning.  I did not find many items of interest, but I was able to 
get a Kennedy receiver that I didn’t have, to add to my collection, and at a fair price.  I used to be able 
to get an item like this for my collection at every meet, but hadn’t found one for quite awhile.  There 
were not as many tubes and parts as some of the other meets, but there were plenty of complete sets.  
The turnout seemed good, but I was not there last year to compare.  Friday evening there was a 
banquet, and the contest displays were available for viewing.  The contest was large, and most 
impressive was a display of numerous unusual horn speakers, as this was the feature category for the 
contest.  There was a band which played mid to late 1950s rock and roll, with an Allen Freed type 
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announcer.  Saturday morning, it began to rain intermittently right after we got set up, so the flea 
market never got going on Saturday, and we headed on home.  Overall it was a good meet!

It is time to start thinking about our upcoming swap meet on October 11th, at the Midwest City 
Community Center.  Let’s get the word out to get attendance up.  This is our smaller meet, with no 
contest, just swapping and the auctions.  See you at the September meeting, and remember to bring 
donations, as it makes for more fun.  Next month, I’ll review the AWA meet.



3

The OKVRC Monthly Breakfast will be held at 8:30 AM, Wednesday morning, Sept. 10, 2008,      
at the new Denny’s just off of I-40 and the Douglas exit on Douglas Blvd.  The address of the 
restaurant is 3130 S. Douglas Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73150

Report for the OKVRC Meeting of August 9th 2008

It was a typical hot August day here in Oklahoma City, but despite the heat at least twenty club 
members showed up for OKVRC’s regular second Saturday of the month meeting at the Hometown 
Buffet in Oklahoma City. The air conditioning in our private dining room is always excellent, if not a 
bit on the cool side. We enjoyed dinner from about 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM, before beginning the nights 
activities.

Club President Jim Collings called the meeting to order at 7:00 as usual, Jim discussed 
upcoming events in the antique radio world, such as other club’s swap meets, and auctions. Jim also 
filled us in on a couple events he had been to recently.

The topic for tonight’s meeting was items from our collections that have interesting stories 
behind them, or have offered some unique challenges to us. Gene Robinson displayed a huge Zenith 
black dial tombstone radio from about 1936. It is the AC version of a set most of us have probably seen 
as a 6-volt farm radio using a car radio-type circuit. Gene told us how he it purchased by mail from a 
seller back east just before the 9/11 attacks. With all the security surrounding the mails after 9/11, 
shipment was delayed. Then, Gene lost contact with the seller, who had apparently seriously been 
injured in a car accident. Eventually Gene was able to locate the seller’s family through some clever 
detective work. The radio was then delivered, and if you had been at the meeting, you would 
understand why Gene was so glad to get it!

Jim Collings showed a naval version of a Wireless Specialty Company IP500 receiver from the 
World War one era. As any collector knows, surviving intact examples of these sets are extremely rare. 
This set has an interesting provenance. It has been in the Basil Abbot collection, the Bob Nelson 
collection, and now Jim’s collection. The set is complete, in mint condition, with the original 
identification plates still attached.
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Bill Jones showed pictures of a Philco 16B he has restored. This is a big (eleven tube) superhet 
tombstone, from 1933, one of Philco’s first non-cathedral table models. A previous owner had added a 
tuning eye to the radio front. The work was professionally done but was not correct for the set, and 
marred its appearance. Bill explained all the work he had to do to restore the cabinet and eliminate 
evidence of the previous modification. Robert Padilla showed a Zenith C730 he is restoring following 
an inept refinishing effort by a previous owner. Bob Shindhelm from Tulsa showed a small Philco 
AC/DC set from the early-mid 1930’s. The small cabinet uses photofinish, a sort of fake wood 
substitute for veneer. This presents special challenges to the restorer. Bob explained how the 
woodgrain can be restored when photofinish is damaged. We all learned some valuable restoration trips 
at this meeting.

Once all of the show-and-tell was complete we wrapped up the evening with a large donation 
auction. The variety of goodies up for grabs was huge this month: Lots of radios, a box of 
microphones, books, tubes, test equipment, boxes of parts, car radios, a new-in-the-box stereo 
equalizer, computer equipment, military power supplies, and much more. Among the radios auctioned 
was a nice Philco 40-280 console with a good finish. It was missing the knobs and speaker, but these 
are readily available. The Philco went for only five dollars! Most other items went for a dollar or two. 
Just about everyone had a few things the load into their car, and then try to find space for in their house 
or garage.

Thanks to everyone who came to the meeting, especially those who provided the stories and 
demonstrations on their radios. Also special thanks to those who provided all the booty for the auction.  
See you next month!                     Jim Tyrrell, Secretary, OKVRC
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Some of the auction items  -  all sold somehow!
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September Tech Tip

The 1629 tube can be used to replace 6U5, 6E5, 6G5, etc. tuning eyes if you make an 
adapter and increase the filament voltage to 12 volts. At first it seems like another 
filament transformer must be added but this is not necessary. The 1629 as well as most 
tubes will operate on AC or DC for the filament voltage. For AC radios you can make a 
simple voltage doubler that will convert the 6.3 volt filament of the original tuning eye 
tube to over 12 volts DC for the 1629. To make the doubler two 470 mfd capacitors and 
two 1N4001 or similar diodes are required. See the diagram below: 

The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical 
information and enjoyment of club members and friends. Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club 
activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o 
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, 
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained 
from the editor of Broadcast News.

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF:
Editor Dale McLellan (405) 330-1802 RXRADIO@aol.com
Contributing Editor Sherry Cowden (405) 282-5589 COWDEN416@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP:

OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your 
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.  
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label.  Below is a 
sample label:

Expires 10/09

           John Q. Collector
           1234 SW 56th Street
           Choctaw, OK 73123-1234
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If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the 
Broadcast News distribution list.

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS

Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-
5625  Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.

WANTED:   Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you name it.  Call Tom Laszynski 
at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.

WANTED:    Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2. Also, need metal 
Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver. Contact Tom Laszynski at either k8jrm@arrl.net or 
405.741.1176.

WANTED:    Any radio related German items.  Especially WWII radios, tubes, and accessories.  I'm a buyer also for 
Grundig, Telefunken radios and tubes from the 1950-1965 era.  Frank Karner (405) 769-4656  
fkarner@cox.net

WANTED:    I'M YOUR BUYER for tube amplifiers- music, PA, any type!  Also amplifier tubes, tube testers, etc.  Frank 
Karner (405) 769-4656  fkarner@cox.net

WANTED:    I need some 6FG6 Tubes (European number is EM84) to get me thru the winter's work. Also need a few        
                        6BR5 (EM80) tubes. Thanks! Frank Karner fkarner@cox.net (405) 769-4656                       
WANTED:    Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, boxed parts, 

radio advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414)353-0734 or radioman@wi.rr.com
WANTED:   Someone to repair a broken bakelite case (some pieces missing). John Reynolds, (405) 590-2716 or email 

jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com.
WANTED:  Bakelite case for Philco Boomerang model 49-501 deco radio. Cracked, nice or restorable...whatever      
                     condition you have! Frank Karner, 12432 Elizabeth Cove, Midwest City, OK. 73130. E-mail:           
                     fkarner@cox.net (405) 769-4656
WANTED:  Parts for a 1925 SUPER ZENITH 27. This is similar to the Super Zenith VII, except for the AC power 

                      supply, meter. I need the AC power supply (Maybe there are 2 used?) and perhaps some small parts.                                                                                                                    
                      THANKS! Frank Karner (405) 769-4656  fkarner@cox.net
FOR SALE:  ANTIQUE RADIO RESTORATION VIDEOS.  Volumes 1, 2, 3 and 4 are currently available.  Check my web page for 

more details and special deals! Go to http://www.bretsoldradios.com/
FOR SALE:  Magnet wire, 200C, all gauges 10-40 awg.  Local (405) 745-9473.  Toll Free- 866-745-9473. Mike LaPuzza
FOR SALE:  Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it.  Small stand - $37.50, and Brackets -

$2.50 Plus Shipping.  Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping.  Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 
or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.

FOR SALE:    House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and amateur 1KW 
“Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns.  L.W. Rousseau (405)842-0125

SERVICE:    FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC.  We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.  Radios must be complete 
with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons.  Fielding Electronics, Inc, PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-
9408 

SERVICE:     Old Radio Restoration and Servicing:  Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802, Edmond, OK


