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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
By Jim Collings

It’s time for my column already.  At the last meeting we re-elected the previous slate of officers.  So the President is Jim 
Collings; Vice President, Roger Knop; Secretary, Jim Tyrell; and Treasurer, Gene Robertson.  Others serving the club are 
Dale McLellan, Broadcast News Editor; and Jacob Kresky, Webmaster.  Thanks to all who are serving and keeping our club 
going.  Also at the meeting, the membership voted to increase the dues to $15 annually, effective immediately.

The topic for this month’s meeting is to bring your current project to share with the membership.  This sounds like a 
restoration topic, but besides physical or electrical restoration, it can include research projects, or anything else related to 
radio that you can talk about or show.  It could be an interesting topic if everyone participates, and there should be helpful 
discussions where we all can learn something.  And of course, you may bring anything of interest to share with our 
membership.  The meeting is Saturday July 12th, at the Hometown Buffet on NW Expressway near 63rd and Portland.  The 
meeting starts at 7 PM, with time for dinner before. (Normally about 6 PM).

Last Saturday was the Summer Sizzler in Broken Arrow put on by the Tulsa club, HLARA.  It was at the same location as 
last year, so I had no trouble in finding it, especially with the help of my GPM, and I got there before 7:30AM.  There were 
some members who had set up on Friday evening, as this was an indoor event.  The turnout appeared to be about the same 
as last year, but there were only about 8 collectors with things for sale.  Publicity was good.  There was a reporter from the 
newspaper doing interviews and taking photos.  People from outside the club were coming by to check things out.  I 
purchased a poor AK 33 from the trunk of a car.  I purchased a few items from the swap tables, but nothing very exciting.  
There were some nice items displayed in the contest, but nothing exceedingly rare, or of great interest to me.  The meet 
seemed to drag on and the donation auction at the end didn’t start until about 1:30, but there were some items that sold at 
very reasonable prices.  It was a good meet, and I’ll be looking forward to next year’s.

Next month, I expect to review the MARC Extravaganza meet in Lansing Michigan.  

The OKVRC Monthly Breakfast will be held at 8:30 AM, Wednesday morning, July 9, 2008,      
at the new Denny’s just off of I-40 and the Douglas exit on Douglas Blvd.  The address of the 
restaurant is 3130 S. Douglas Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73150

Report for the OKVRC Meeting of June 14th 2008
A smaller than average group of ten club members showed up June 14th for OKVRC’s regular second 

Saturday of the month meeting at the Hometown Buffet in Oklahoma City. Perhaps the heat, gas prices, or 
Father’s Day activities kept other members away, but the group that was able to make it had a great time. We 
enjoyed dinner from about 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM, before beginning the night’s activities.

At 7:00 PM President Jim Collings called the meeting to order. Some club business was discussed first. 
It was proposed and passed, that the club dues, twelve dollars a year since the club’s inception, be increased to 
fifteen dollars a year. There are many expenses that the club incurs, and all have been touched by the inflation 
that has recently gripped the economy. We also elected club officers for the next year. All who served last year 
have been reelected unanimously - including at least one who didn’t make it to the meeting!
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Tonight’s program was on Portable Radios. In the century just ended, as soon as any new electrical / 
electronic device became available, people wanted it in a portable version they could take everywhere. 
Phonographs, radios, tape recorders, televisions, and, more recently, computers and telephones have become 
something that can accompany us wherever we go. It should come as no surprise that within two or three years 
of the beginning of radio broadcasting in 1920, portable radios were starting to appear on the market. 

Jim Collings showed off a very rare 1923 Kennedy model 311 one-tube portable. Jim also displayed a 
RCA 1923 Radiola II. This set has two tubes as well as a place to store headphones. The first completely self-
contained portable, a six-tube briefcase model with built-in speaker, antenna and batteries, was introduced by 
Zenith in 1924. Few of these sets must have been sold since very few have survived. More successful and 
popular were the RCA Radiola models 24, 26, and AR-812. All used a six-tube design featuring the famous 
“catacomb” circuit that housed most of the electronics except the tubes and controls in a metal box potted with 
resin. Jim displayed a nice Radiola 26 for the audience to appreciate.

With the coming of the depression, fewer portables were made, as they were a luxury during those lean 
years. But by the late thirties, improvements in electronics had made smaller, more capable sets available, 
including models with short-wave bands and the ability to operate off both batteries and house current. The 
famous Zenith Trans-Oceanic was first introduced in 1941. These high quality radios would set the standard for 
portables for several decades to come.

Portable radio sales exploded in the affluent postwar years. But it was the introduction of transistors in 
the mid-nineteen fifties that made a portable radio a must have item, especially for the young. Transistors also 
made even more compact sets, including shirt-pocket models, available to all, at ever more affordable prices. 
There are millions of collectable transistor portables out there; most are plentiful and cheap. They are a great 
way to get young people stated in the vintage radio hobby. Roger Knapp showed us a Coronet pocket radio from 
the early sixties- it was called a “boys radio” perhaps because it had only two transistors and one diode. Roger 
had the schematic as well. Growing up, I remember six to eight transistors was the average for an AM pocket 
radio, although I remember owning a pocket radio that had sixteen. The transistor count was mostly a sales 
gimmick.

We all remember the loud and obnoxious “boom-box” radios of the nineteen-eighties. Things now seem 
more peaceful as most folks prefer to use headphones or ear buds to listen in private to their favorite sounds, 
either on the radio or an iPod type device. George Roberts brought some small FM radios, brand new, complete 
with ear buds, and gave one to every club member in attendance! Thanks George! 

Thanks to everyone who came to the meeting. Hopefully we’ll have a better crowd next month!  
                                       Jim Tyrrell, Secretary, OKVRC
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OKLAHOMA VINTAGE RADIO COLLECTORS (OKVRC)

The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical 
information and enjoyment of club members and friends.  Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club 
activities, and restoration information are always welcome.  Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o 
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM.  Unless otherwise noted, 
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given.  Electronic copy of articles can be obtained 
from the editor of Broadcast News.

BROADCAST NEWS STAFF:
Editor Dale McLellan (405) 330-1802 RXRADIO@aol.com
Contributing Editor Sherry Cowden (405) 282-5589 COWDEN416@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP:

OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year.  You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your 
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.  
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label.  Below is a 
sample label:

Expires 10/09

           John Q. Collector
           1234 SW 56th Street
           Choctaw, OK 73123-1234

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the 
Broadcast News distribution list.
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Making a replacement ballast. (300mA filament string)
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 This ballast is for a 300mA filament string, and 1 pilot lamp.

1.Tried installing a 39 Ohm 2W resistor. I put this one in the locator, but thought better of it later and 
moved it out. Normal operation it would have been OK, but if the  pilot lamp burns out, this resistor 
will warm up a bit. The value was chosen to work with a #47 (or equiv) bulb, so that if the bulb does 
burn out, the current change would not be as great as with a #44 bulb.  (From 150 to 300mA vice from 
50 to 300mA). Also, I cleaned the top of the pins, and made the solder connections there, as well as at 
the tips. (Belt and suspenders)
2.  The capacitor and can. The cap is an 8.2uF 160VAC rated cap (Mouser electronics) Anything bigger 
wouldn't fit, and this one needs a slight "mod"
3.  The "Mod" the leads are torn out partially (and carefully) and a dab of service cement re-seals the 
end. This is done to keep them away from the metal can.
4.  Detail of the second connection.
5.  A few layers of electrical tape.
6.  Installed and working in a Crosley. This value cap gives near-correct filament voltages, maybe a 
wee bit low, but with a good set of tubes the set plays fine. 
    Also, the "soft start" will likely add to the longevity of the tubes. Earlier, I had tried "trimming" the 
voltage with additional  AC rated caps, but it was more messy than it was worth. The label identifies it
as a "Capacitor ballast" so that somebody with an Ohmmeter hopefully gives it a second think...

(Article and pictures from Antique Radio Store website, San Diego, CA)

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS

Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-
5625  Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM

Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE.  Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.

WANTED:    Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you name it.  Call Tom Laszynski 
at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.

WANTED:    Any radio related German items.  Especially WWII radios, tubes, and accessories.  I'm a buyer also for 
Grundig, Telefunken radios and tubes from the 1950-1965 era.  Frank Karner (405) 769-4656  
fkarner@cox.net

WANTED:    I'M YOUR BUYER for tube amplifiers- music, PA, any type!  Also amplifier tubes, tube testers, etc.  Frank 
Karner (405) 769-4656  fkarner@cox.net

WANTED:    Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items:  Crystal  radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, boxed parts, 
radio advertising and promotional items.  Dale Boyce (414)353-0734 or radioman@wi.rr.com

WANTED:   Someone to repair a broken bakelite case (some pieces missing). John Reynolds, (405) 590-2716 or email 
jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com.
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WANTED:  Bakelite case for Philco Boomerang model 49-501 deco radio.  Cracked, nice or restorable...whatever                
condition you have!  Frank Karner,  12432 Elizabeth Cove, Midwest City, OK.  73130.  E-mail: fkarner@cox.net  (405) 
769-4656
WANTED:   Parts for a 1925 SUPER ZENITH 27.  This is similar to the Super Zenith VII, except for the AC power supply, 
meter. I need the AC power supply (Maybe there are 2 used?) and perhaps some small parts.  THANKS!  Frank Karner
(405) 769-4656   fkarner@cox.net                                                                              
FOR SALE:  ANTIQUE RADIO RESTORATION VIDEOS.  Volumes 1, 2, 3 and 4 are currently available.  Check my web page for 

more details and special deals! Go to http://www.bretsoldradios.com/
FOR SALE:  Magnet wire, 200C, all gauges 10-40 awg.  Local (405) 745-9473.  Toll Free- 866-745-9473. Mike LaPuzza
FOR SALE:  Radio Chassis Holders.  These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it.  Small stand - $37.50, and Brackets -

$2.50 Plus Shipping.  Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping.  Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 
or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.

FOR SALE:  Riders Troubleshooter Manuals, Vol. 1 thru 22.  $150.00 for all. Contact David Ward, 405-366-1323 or email 
merdavward@aol.com

FOR SALE:    House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and amateur 1KW 
“Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns.  L.W. Rousseau (405)842-0125

SERVICE:    FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC.  We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.  Radios must be complete 
with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons.  Fielding Electronics, Inc, PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-
9408 

SERVICE:     Old Radio Restoration and Servicing:  Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802, Edmond, OK

__________________________________________

OKVRC EDITOR:  Broadcast News
PO BOX 50625
Midwest City
OK 73140-5625


