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About OKVRC
Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors
(OKVRC) publishes Broadcast News
monthly for the presentation of
historical information and
enjoyment of club members and
friends.
Broadcast News always welcomes
submissions of articles on subjects
of interest to radio collectors and
restorers, and club activities news.
Send Articles to:
Broadcast News Editor, OKVRC
PO BOX 50625
Midwest City, OK 73140-5625
Or via email to:
cadyraymond1@gmail.com.
Unless otherwise noted, articles
can be reprinted freely, as long as
proper credit and reference is
given. Electronic copy of articles
can be obtained from the editor of
Broadcast News.

OKVRC MEMBERSHIP
You are invited to join us in our
celebration of Vintage Radio by
sending your $15 annual
membership fee by check to:
OKVRC
PO BOX 50625
Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.
Membership payment also
accepted at any of our monthly
meetings and our semi-annual club
swap meets.
If your membership has expired,
you are in jeopardy of being
dropped from the Broadcast
News distribution list, so please
send in your dues today.

PRESIDENT’S PAGE
Jim Collings
It’s Fall SWAP MEET Time!
Our fall swap meet is almost here!
As usual, it will start at 8:00 AM,
though you may want to arrive
early because there always is a lot
of activity in the parking lot.
The meet is being held at the
Midwest City Community Center,
100 Midwest Boulevard, Midwest
City, OK, where the other
municipal buildings are. That’s
about 2-1/2 miles north of I-40 on
Midwest. We have the facility until
noon, so the main auction will
begin at 10:30 (maybe earlier if the
swap meet drags,) so that we can
get everything moved out in time.
Recently, the silent auction
items have been popular, so that
will be continued. We will have our
typical raffle, and this time we
have a very nice original finish
Kolster 6D battery receiver
available to win. There will be no
contest, as that will be at the
spring meet next April, but you are
welcome to bring items for show
to share with others. Bring as
much as you can for swap, because
the more stuff there, the more fun
it will be. Also, invite your friends
and others who may have an
interest in radio, as the more
people we have, the better the

meet will be. Also, I have heard
rumor of coffee and donuts and
maybe a door prize, so don’t miss
out.
Julie and I just got back from the
meet in Kutztown, PA. I believe it is
the largest vintage radio meet in the
country and is sponsored by the
Delaware Valley Historical Radio Club
in conjunction with Renninger’s. The
location has two large, long, covered
pavilions. One pavilion was full plus
and the other was about two-thirds
full. This was more than last year.
We arrived on Thursday just after
noon, and they were letting vendors
in to set up. This was a change from
last year when many were set up on
Wednesday afternoon. Renninger’s
made a new rule to not allow entry
until noon on Thursday. We set up
then I made a few sales and some
purchases.
Thursday afternoon and Friday
morning were the most active times.
After that, all the merchandise had
been seen, so the meet lagged with
only deal making on items of interest
noted earlier. Vendors began closing
up about 3 PM. Saturday morning
there were no new sellers, so we
shut down about 11 AM. I made
some purchases of tubes and smaller
(Continued on Page 4)
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Report for the OKVRC Meeting September 9, 2017
Jim Tyrrell

Summer is slowly saying good-bye to
Oklahoma, albeit somewhat grudgingly, given
that the mercury is still in the eighties some
days. But this is (in my opinion) the nicest time of
the year—mild temperatures like spring but
without the threat of storms. The days are
getting shorter; in a couple of months it will be
cold again, and we will be thinking of spring.
Personally, I can’t wait for the lawn mower and
yard chores to be put away for the year so I can
get caught up on some radio repair work!
OKVRC members have been meeting at
Spencer’s Bar-be-que in Midwest City for the last
couple of years, but recently decided to look for
a new home. This month we met at the clubhouse of the Sonoma Lake housing subdivision in
Edmond; it’s not far from our Club President, Jim
Collings’ home where the annual club Christmas
party is usually held. Club members Ray and
Dorothy Cady reside in that community and their
homeowner’s association gave us permission to
meet at their clubhouse (1712 NW 159th St). It is
an attractive facility with ample parking (and a
nice pond in back!), lots of tables and chairs for
us to eat at and display radios on, even a kitchen
area. Ray and Dorothy ordered and baked pizza
from Papa Murphy’s, which we enjoyed along
with lots of brownies Dorothy made and
beverages. The cost? Only five dollars per
person! Will we return there in November?
Group census was yes. I really liked it!

The topic of tonight’s meeting was: radios
from Chicago except for Zenith, Silvertone, and
Airline. We have had several programs on Zenith,
and we plan to cover Silvertone (sold by Sears) and
Airline (sold by Montgomery Wards) at our
November meeting. Even when you exclude those
three companies, there were still over a dozen
other radio firms in the Chicago area. In fact, at
one time about thirty percent of this country’s
radio production came out of the Chicago region.
That’s a lot of radios!
Chicago, Illinois is one of this nation’s most
storied cities. Founded over 200 years ago by
traders and frontiersmen, within fifty years it had
become one of the largest cities west of the
Appalachian Mountains. Despite setbacks like the
famous fire of 1871 (blame Mrs. O’Leary’s cow?),
Chicago became a mecca for immigrants from all
over the world, offering jobs to anyone willing to
work. It’s “The City of the Big Shoulders” or “Hog
Butcher to the World” as Carl Sandburg called it.
But Chicago turned out a lot of radios along with
all that pork and beef. While the radio companies,
like the stockyards, are long gone, many of the
radios have survived. Our club members brought
in some to share.
Club President Jim Collings brought in a 1946
Majestic 5LAS table model. An excellent example
of Art Deco, this set is housed in an attractive
white plastic cabinet. Jim also showed us a Shure
model 55 “Elvis” microphone, so called because
(Continued on Page 3)
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did our presentation on small radios just last
month.

Elvis Presley was often photographed singing into
one of them.

Lastly, I showed (and played) a 1949 Majestic
“Mighty Monarch of the Air” model 4705 seventube portable. It has great sound, perhaps because
of the acoustics of the wood cabinet.
Ray Cady showed us a 1954 Traveler model 5538 AC/DC 5 tube table set with a large dial face. He
also shared a 1952 Sentinel model 338 AA5 with an
attractive waffle pattern grill.

We also got to see a 1948 Airline model 84WG
4-tube AC/DC receiver. This radio operates on
either AC or battery power, and is turned on by
opening the radio’s front panel. Ray picked up this
radio for a dollar at one of the donation auctions we
hold at our club meetings, and restored it to
working order.

We finished up a fun meeting (and an excellent
meal) with our usual donation auction. A Motorola
farm radio, an impressive mid-twenties Splittdorf
battery set cabinet, an aqua-colored Silvertone
AM/FM radio, a twenties home-brew battery set
(upgraded with new transformers) and a few other
items all found new homes.

See you next month on October 14th at the
Fall Swap Meet in Midwest City. Don’t miss it!!
Your club secretary brought in a 1926 StewartWarner model 300 5-tube 3-knob battery TRF set,
and a Traveler 5056-A 4-tube Bakelite set from
1949. If it looks familiar, I brought it in when we
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(Continued)
items, but did not spend much money. The only
thing I got for my collection is the chassis for a
Paragon Model IIIA receiver from 1923. I had always
wanted this set, so now I have the hard task of
finding the cabinet for it. I did not sell too much, but
I had not taken that much along to sell, either.
There were many vendors selling tube audio
equipment, so this may be the best meet for this
type of equipment. Most of the dealers I know from
the other meets were there. On Friday night there
was an auction, but I was too worn out from the
day at the flea market to attend. They would not
allow viewing of the items to be auctioned until
5:30 for a 6:30 start, but from what I could see,
most offerings were junkier items. I was told that
one item sold for about $1200 and all the rest of
the auction brought in only about that much.
It was a good meet, and I’m ready to go again next
year.
Then last Saturday Jim Tyrell and I went to Tulsa
for the HLARA swap meet. It was held at the White
House Mansion, a nice facility owned by a radio
collector. He had much of his collection on display
there, which was nice to see.

The meet was not as well attended as their other
meets. Fortunately, they were selling parts items
that had been donated from an estate, so I found
items of interest. There were only about 10 tables
of merchandise, counting the two I used, and four
vendors. I sold all but one of the radios I took, as I
had them priced fairly. It was good to support our
sister club in Tulsa.
I hope to see everyone at the swap meet. It
should be a fun event!

What ever happened to the
“B” battery?
Megan Mcardle
Abridged Version
What ever happened to the “B” battery?
There did used to be a B battery for radios.
The B battery provided higher-voltage DC power
at 22.5, 45, 67.5, or 90 volts for the "plate" circuits
of the radio. The A battery heated the filament of
tubes and released negative electrons, while the B
battery put a positive charge on the plate of the
tube. “Thus, every radio tube must be supplied
with two different voltages (A and B), and most
will need three (A, B, and C).”
But technology changes. “Radio tubes offer
two important features. A tube can act as an
amplifier, taking a tiny voltage, such as an
incoming radio wave, and increasing it sufficiently
to be heard through a headphone or speaker. A
tube also can act as a diode, which changes
alternating current (AC) into a series of half-cycle
pulses that approximate the direct current (DC)
that flows from a battery.”
“Early battery sets had several drawbacks. A dead
battery could leave you radio-less in the middle of
a crucial broadcast. Lead acid cells could leak acid,
which might drip out of the radio cabinet onto
your lovely Persian rug. Worst of all, if you
accidentally reversed the A and B battery
connectors, you could fry your radio's precious
tubes.”
“Alternating current became increasingly
available in homes during the 1920s, and radio
engineers soon developed new radio tubes, called
rectifiers, which could convert AC to DC. Soon, the
stores were filled with battery-less radio sets
using rectifier tubes. Everyone loved these new
radios, except the battery manufacturers.”
“Eventually, of course, the transistors entirely
eliminated the need for the heavy voltage B
batteries provided [and] the B battery seems to
have fallen out of the ANSI standards.”
Retrieved from: https://www.thedailybeast.com/
whatever-happened-to-the-b-battery.
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OKVRC Classified Ads
WANTED
Tubes and Tube-type Amplifiers
Jim Collings, 14704 Carlingford Way, Edmond, OK 73013 (405)-755-4139.

Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items
Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional
items. Email Dale Boyce at radioman@wi.rr.com or call (414) 840-4146.

Old comics
Send lists to Dan Giddings, PO Box 3961 Glendale, CA 91221-3961.

For Sale
RCA Radiola RC (RADA) $200. Contact Jim
Collings (405)-755-4139.
Edison Diamond Disc Phonograph, Oak, Lab
Model with 20 records $250. Contact Jim
Collings (405)-755-4139.
Fender Super Reverb Vintage Guitar Amplifier
$900. Contact Jim Collings (405)-755-4139.
Magnet Wire Sizes and price vary. Contact Mike
at (405) 376-9473 / orders@coaxman.com.

Radio Chassis stands $37.50 small / $55 large.
These maintenance stands hold a chassis while
working on it. Prices do not include brackets at
$2.50 or shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405)
634-7547 or e-mail scstrong1@cox.net.
Quilted Radio Covers $10 Tabletop/$20 console
Protect your antique radio from dust, water, and
other damage, and show off your radio pride.
Contact Dorothy Cady (405) 206-9985.

AM Transmitter $85 with Bluetooth, $75 without.
Play your digital music collection on your antique
Electronic components Price varies by item. We radios with an AM transmitter. Comes with USB
sell capacitors, dial lamps, vintage cassette and and SD card connections and built-in FM tuner.
reel to reel belt kits with instructions, and more Bluetooth option lets you connect to a
for antique and vintage devices. Visit WJOE
smartphone or tablet. Contact Raymond Cady
Radio, LLC, at www.wjoe.com
(405) 820-8014 / cadyraymond1@gmail.com.

Services
Antique Radio Restoration and Servicing
Edmond, Oklahoma. Let me make it look and
run like new again. Contact me at:
Email: cadyraymond1@gmail.com
Phone: (405) 820-8014
Website: goldenageradiorestoration.com
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Jim Tyrrell
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Visit us at:

www.okvrc.org

OKVRC EDITOR
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Happy October Birthdays to

Raymond Cady &

Julie Collings!

On the Air with OKVRC Member, Jim Tyrrell
Radio enthusiast and OKVRC Secretary, Jim Tyrrell, has
been part of the OKVRC since 2000, but has been collecting
radios since high school. His first radio love was a $15
cathedral, rather common at the time, but still too expensive
for a high school student. His first job was bussing tables in a
coffee shop, the money from which he used to buy radios. Over
the past forty years, he has repeatedly stopped collecting and
restoring radios only to find himself drawn to them again and
again.
His favorite radio is the 1924 Zenith Super Eight. He saw it
in a 1974 newspaper article; it was being tuned by Morgan
McMahon, author of Vintage Radio, and the radio’s library table
style cabinet fascinated Jim. Thirty years later, Jim bought one
of his own.

On the Air with OKVRC

Interested in
vintage radios?
Then join us for t h e F a l l O K V R C
Antique Radio Swap Meet and Auction,
AND BRING YOUR FRIENDS!

Saturday, October 14, 2017, 8:00 – 11:30 a.m.

Where:
Midwest City
Community Center
100 N. Midwest Blvd.
(North of Tinker AFB)
Midwest City, OK

Free Admission!

Raffle tickets for a fully-restored antique radio, door prize, fresh coffee, donuts,
many antique radios for sale, silent auction and live auction, and friends and fun!

Sponsored by

Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors

www.okvrc.org

