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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
By Jim Collings

Our August meeting is coming up, August 10th at Swadley’s BBQ on Rockwell at NW 39 Street. The
actual meeting starts at 7PM, preceded by dinner at about 6. The topic for the meeting is “What Is It?”
It’s a chance to get unidentified electronic items identified, or to try to stump the rest of the members
with an unusual item if you know what it is. It should be fun. I know I’ve run into unusual items I
couldn’t identify, and have a few to bring. In addition, we will have our annual election of officers.
As far as I know, all our current officers are willing to serve another term, but if you would like to be
an officer, others will likely let you serve. Of course, we’ll have a donation auction at the end of the
meeting, so bring something you don’t need that someone else may have a use for. I received an email
from our website from a woman wanting to donate a console. She delivered it to my home. I was very
surprised to receive a completely restored Delco R-1117 console from about 1936. It has a big round
dial with a bright eye tube. She said it didn’t work anymore, but I switched off the shortwave band and
added an antenna, and it plays great. I’m including two photos of it. The only detraction is that the
replacement grill cloth is not authentic. I’ll bring it to be auctioned at the meeting. I do not want to
save it for our October swap meet as we already have a nice tombstone to be raffled then. Dale is
donating the restoration work on it. If you can’t make it to the meeting, I’ll take absentee bids on the
Delco.

At the last meeting it was noted that the number of paying members is not quite enough to cover the
cost of printing and mailing the Broadcast News to those who get hard copies. It was also noted that
numerous members are behind on their dues. Dues are just $15 and should be mailed to our P. O. Box
in Midwest City, if you can’t make a meeting. We discussed changing to have all dues due at the same
time, rather than the current staggered system. I suggested July 1st, but since that date is past, it will be
hard to enact now. So it may be best to put this off for a future date. But in the meantime, we need
everyone to get current. If you do not know when your dues are due, contact me, or Jim Ray, and we
will advise you when yours are/were due. Thanks.
See you at the August meeting.

Report for the OKVRC Meeting 07/13/2013
I hope everyone had a great Fourth of July! Your club secretary has just returned from a three
week vacation with friends from California. Most of the time was spent camping in Yellowstone and
the Tetons. I had an encounter with a 700 lb. Grizzly bear, fortunately he wasn’t hungry!
Despite the summer heat, I’m glad to be home in Oklahoma!
We had a so-so turnout of fifteen people for our regular monthly meeting at Swadley’s
restaurant in Bethany. We enjoyed dinner from about 5:30 to 7:00 PM, before Club President Jim
Collings called the meeting to order. The owners of Swadley’s have completed work on a separate
room. When started our evening’s program, we were able to move in there for more privacy.
Our topic for tonight’s program was “New in the Box”. Specifically radios, radio accessories
and radio components that have been found in their original factory packaging, despite the passage of
many years. A good question to ask, why are they still in the box? For radio components, they may
have been “leftovers” that were still on the shelf in an electronics store when they became obsolete.
For complete radios, that is more of a mystery. Sometimes, radios are received as gifts and were not
needed and were put away new. Farm radios might be new in the box because the REA (Rural
Electrification Administration) came to town and battery powered sets were no longer wanted. In any
event, it’s fun to find anything radio related that’s brand new. Sort of like opening a time capsule.
We didn’t get much in the way of “new in the box” radios from our club members, but we did
get to see a lot of interesting radio components and accessories. Jim Colings brought in two tiny, very
early cone speakers from about 1926. The first was an Alden Midget and the second was a Thermatrol
Little Gem. Both were in perfect condition. Also still in its box was a Melford three-tube amplifier
from the mid-twenties. This unit is resistance coupled and uses three O1A tubes. Another brand new
item we got to see was a Sterling R11 tube tester. This very early tube checker is also the simplest I
have ever seen, it only tests O1A’s! Jim also showed us a new crystal detector, a Stromberg-Carlson
magnetic pick-up and tone arm assembly (probably designed to electrify an acoustic phonograph), and
an unbuilt fifties vintage Kit Kraft radio.
Your club secretary brought in a few items to share. I displayed an assortment of mid to late
twenties globe type tubes, still in their original cartons. Tubes in the twenties were often packaged in
large, colorful boxes with a lot of padding material and data sheets inside the box. I also showed a new
antenna kit from the twenties or thirties, it is complete and still wrapped in the original cellophane.
One accessory item I found still in the box is a replacement silk tinsel cord like those supplied with
twenties horn and cone speakers. I’d love to find more of those, often these cords on twenties speakers
are in ratty condition by the time the speakers come under a collector’s care. Lastly, I showed a new in
the box National Panasonic AM-FM pocket radio from the late seventies. National Panasonic is sold
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only in Japan, all products for export just say Panasonic. If you run across anything that says National
Panasonic on it, it probably was brought back from Japan by an American visitor.
We finished up the evening with our always fun and interesting donation auction. A nice
collection of reprints of twenties radio brochures and catalogs brought nine dollars. An early twenties
Radiola UV-1716 transformer, new in the box, also brought a good price. A forties vintage desk
intercom, with the master station and one satellite station, found a new home for a buck. Also
auctioned off were a box of meters , walkie-talkies, tube shields, milk bottles full of resistors, a box of
transformers, a power supply, some tube sockets, a battery charger, some capacitors, a motor, even a
doorbell! Most everyone took something home and we managed to raise about $25 dollars for the club
See you next month at Swadley’s!

Swadley’s New Back Room
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A beautiful 1939 Montgomery-Wards Airline model 93BR-715B unrestored radio was donated to the
club. It will be refurbished by Dale McLellan and presented at the Fall Swap Meet to be raffled off at
the end of the meeting. The raffle ticket price will be determined and be offered before and during the
Swap Meet.
UNDER CONSTRUCTION
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Another One Becomes Available *Philco 38-1*
By Art Hoch
After passing on the complete Philco 38-1 in Pennsylvania, the possibility of acquiring a cabinet for
my chassis seemed slimmer than ever. However...
An Internet request from a fellow hobbyist for a speaker for his 38-1 resulted in a conversation about
me looking for a cabinet. After back and forth e-mails, it was determined that he would be willing to
abandon his quest for a speaker and give up his cabinet in exchange for a couple of radios I owned. So
that was the deal...I traded 2 of my table model radios for his cabinet, which had a nice escutcheon, and
also an incomplete chassis in it.
Because my spouse and I were planning a trip with a destination near the location of this cabinet, the
owner and I agreed beforehand that we would rendezvous close to where he lived to transfer our
goods. Since I was traveling in a sedan, I was concerned that this large console would fit in the back
seat of our car. I knew it would not be possible to transport it in the trunk because he had sent me the
dimensions of this large cabinet.
Staying in touch with our cell phones while traveling on the day of trading, we met at a truck stop to
complete the deal. Without any difficulty, the cabinet slid into the rear seat and I secured it with
bungee cords attached to the rear-window clip bars used to hold children's car seats tight. My rear
view mirror vision was completely compromised the rest of the way home. Thank goodness for side
mirrors.
Upon arriving home, I unloaded the cabinet in my garage (cold in winter, hot in summer) and when it
wasn't too cold in February, I began cleanup and preparation to restore it to some semblance of
goodness. The chassis had been cannibalized but that didn't concern me. The original Philco chevron
grille cloth had met its doom sometime in the past and was covered by a heavy canvas-like material
that I'm not sure even allowed sound to pass through it.
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Original cloth covered over----->
Though it proved futile, I tried to remove the darkened splotches. But even brake cleaner didn't faze
those stains. It became clear I would have to find some replacement cloth.
During the time I first learned about this available cabinet and beginning the restoration work,
available Philco cloth reproductions seemed to dry up. I was prepared to have a radio without good
cloth. A visit to a fabric store resulted in me buying some fabric which would not have been bad but
certainly not very authentic. Because of the following cold 2-3 months, I could not do much in terms
of refinishing. So I dreamed of what might be.
The cabinet had a couple of small veneer issues but only near the rear on the sides so repair was not a

big problem.
The second picture above shows regluing on some sub-strata plywood that was damaged. There was also a little loose veneer at the top of
one of the rounded columnar pilasters and the bend above the speaker area.

They were easily re-glued. Other than that, the wood on the cabinet
was in pretty good shape--a couple of very small dents and a few minor scratches.
In mid-May, the warmer weather finally allowed some work with chemical stripper.
I used
"Citrusstrip" for the first time and I felt it really worked well. Whatever caused damage to the grille
cloth also damaged the finish on the front portion of the wood above the grille area.
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In the past I have often removed stripper with a putty knife. But due to the size
of this cabinet, I decided to try something different. I used a new plastic windshield ice scraper to
remove the stripper. Except for smaller hard-to-get-to areas where I used the putty knife, the ice
scraper worked well.
I have found it's easy to become impatient when stripping old finish. But since I had been waiting
nearly 3 months already to get going on this one, I decided to work on it one day at a time and not be
in a hurry. Beautiful grain began to re-appear. (see photo above where loose veneer was.) Even taking
it slow, I was able to complete this portion of restoration in about 3 days. A nut pick was helpful in
cleaning out the "cracks."
Next time; Down the Home Stretch
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- -----------------------The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical
information and enjoyment of club members and friends. Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club
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OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM. Unless otherwise noted,
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. Electronic copy of articles can be obtained
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MEMBERSHIP:
OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year. You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label. Below is
a sample label:

John Q. Collector
1234 SW 56th Street
Choctaw, OK 73123-1234
Expires 10/11
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If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the
Broadcast News distribution list.

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS
Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 731405625 Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM
Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE. Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.
WANTED:

Zenith 12”/14” speakers, part numbers 49-149 and 49-150. These are used in the Zenith models 12U-158 and 12-U-149 consoles. . These speakers used the “Acoustic adapters” or mache type
“Beehive” over the back of the speakers. I will buy the speakers with or without the “beehive
covers” , or will buy a “Beehive” cover by itself. THANKS! Frank Karner fkarner@cox.net . (405)
769-4656

WANTED: Tube Testers! Interested in models from Hickok, Triplett, Sencore, B&K, Heathkit, Mercury,

Jackson, Precise, Stark, Marconi, Realistic (Radio Shack). Contact Jim Ray, email
jabray71@hotmail.com or call 405-514-8046.

1946 Philco, model 46-420, complete, unrestored (doesn't have to be working, but no cracks
or broken areas in the case). John Reynolds @ jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com
WANTED: Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you
name it. Call Tom Laszynski at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.
WANTED: Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2. Also,
need metal Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver. Contact Tom Laszynski at
either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176.
WANTED: Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items: Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power
supplies, boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items. Dale Boyce (414)353-0734
or radioman@wi.rr.com
FOR SALE: A friend has two radios for sale, as I recall they are both very nice condition and I went
thru them 4-6 years ago. (1) Grundig-Majestic 7000 series, plays well, and (2) a 1960
Magnavox AM-FM Stereo with 4 speed player. This was from the Golden days of
Magnovox stereos. Ad submitted by frank karner. Please Contact Forest
musyka, cell: 405-117-1020, e-mail is obmuzyka@yahoo.com
FOR SALE: Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear
Signal Products, Inc. 405-745-9473 email: wire@coaxman.com
FOR SALE: Radio Chassis Holders. These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it. Small
stand - $37.50, and Brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping. Large stand - $55.00 and brackets $2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.
FOR SALE: House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and
amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns. L.W.
Rousseau (405)842-0125
SERVICE: FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC. We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.
Radios must be complete, with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons. Fielding Electronics, Inc
PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-9408
SERVICE: Old Radio Restoration and Servicing: Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802,
Edmond, OK
WANTED:
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OKVRC EDITOR: Broadcast News
PO BOX 50625
Midwest City
OK 73140-5625

10

