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By Jim Collings
Our Fall Swap Meet last month was a success. Attendance was better than I expected, and we had 29
collectors sign in, and there were probably a few who didn’t sign in. We had a few collectors from
Texas, and Kansas, but not as many out-of -the area members as we have at our big spring meet. I
thought that there was a lot of equipment for sale, and much of it changed hands. There was fairly
good participation in the silent auction, after considering dropping it and deciding to have it. I believe
everyone found something of interest.
This month’s monthly meeting will be on November 10th at 7 PM at Swadley’s BBQ, NW 39th and
Portland, with dinner preceding, about 6 PM. Since the summer is now over and the cooler weather is
here, I’ve selected a topic of newly acquired or restored items. I’ve found several nice items over the
summer that I’d like to show off at the meeting. I’m sure that most of you have also. So, bring them
for us to enjoy. And of course you can bring anything else you would like to show, or talk about.
Don’t forget the donation auction!
On another note, mark your calendars for Saturday, December 8th, for our annual Christmas party. We
have not had any volunteers to host this event at their home yet, so if there are no volunteers, we can
have it at my home, again. We will have the typical catered meal with the $20 per person cost which is
somewhat subsidized by the club, and the traditional white elephant/dirty Santa gift exchange. Carolyn
and Jerry will lead a program of Christmas music after the gift exchange.
The VRPS annual convention will be on November 16th thru 18th in Mesquite, TX, at the Hampton Inn
Convention Center. (The same location as previous years). This is one of the largest radio meets in
the country, and it’s right here in our area, so everyone should try to attend. In the past, I’ve given you
a big write-up of all the events, but they are fairly similar every year, so I won’t repeat myself. The
theme for this year’s contest is Motorola. Of course the main events are auctions on Friday evening
and Saturday. If you have never been to a large event like this, you can learn a lot, as there is a lot of
equipment to view. Carolyn and Jerry, and Julie and I are giving the musical program for the banquet,
featuring hit songs of the radio era with a little radio trivia and a few commercials thrown in. It will be
very similar to what we did at our Christmas party last year. If you need details on the meet, drop me a
line. I hope to see many of you there.

Report for the OKVRC Convention and Swap Meet 10/13/2012
You have heard of Friday the thirteenth, it’s supposed to be bad luck, but our convention and
swap meet was held on Saturday the thirteenth! I was starting to believe we were in for some
Oklahoma Bad Luck (severe weather) due to the forecast, but everything turned out fine, the weather
was pleasant except for one brief rain shower. The threat of storms and hail may have scared off some
of our out-of-town attendees, but we had about fifty folks show up, on a football weekend, no less!
Member and guests were arriving at the Midwest Community Center before the building
opened, and as soon as it was unlocked we all moved inside and the fun began. There were plenty of
donuts and coffee to enjoy, while we helped some of the sellers haul in their stuff. (And get our hands
on it first!) There were not as many sellers as in some previous meets, only about two and a half rows
of tables instead of three or four, but we still had a good variety of items available. A fair number of
cathedrals, including at least three Philco model 60s, several tombstones, rectangular wood sets,
plastic sets, and a few twenties battery sets were offered. An Atwater Kent breadboard radio brought in
by club president Jim Collings tempted me, it was a bargain but I decided it needed more work than I
have time for. There were also lots of parts, knobs, tubes, and junk sets available at good prices.
Plenty of radio related books, manuals, magazines, and novelty items were offered also. I only saw one
console, a nice 1930-31 Brunswick model with a rare (for the time) horizontal slide rule tuner. The set
was in great shape and worked, but the legs had been shortened, so Robert Padilla picked it up for a
bargain price.
Your club secretary picked up a Majestic “Mighty Monarch of the Air” portable radio in
excellent cosmetic and working condition. This is the first tube type portable I have added to my
collection.
There were a fair number of items in the silent auction, but the real action came when we
started the regular auction. Lots of parts, test equipment, junk sets, and some respectable complete sets
were sold. Everything went for very reasonable prices. One of the last items was a 1941 Philco model
41-285 console. Your club secretary picked it up for… one dollar! This set needs a complete set of
new plastics (knobs, pushbuttons, and dial plate, all available from Radiodaze) but is otherwise
restorable. And it plays, albeit with a lot of hum and some distortion. I plan to restore it, and post
before and after pictures in the newsletter.
Lastly we had a drawing for a copy of a rare, out of print book, “Voices on the Wind: Early
Radio in Oklahoma”. I didn’t win it, some other lucky person did, but since I was drawing the numbers
it would have been a bit awkward if I had!
Thanks to everyone who made the trip and made the meet a success despite the dicey weather.
See you at next month’s at Swadleys’ Barbeque. It’s the last meeting before the Christmas party, so
please don’t miss it!
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The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical
information and enjoyment of club members and friends. Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club
activities, and restoration information are always welcome. Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM. Unless otherwise noted,
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. Electronic copy of articles can be obtained
from the editor of Broadcast News.
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MEMBERSHIP:
OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year. You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label. Below is
a sample label:

John Q. Collector
1234 SW 56th Street
Choctaw, OK 73123-1234
Expires 10/11

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the
Broadcast News distribution list.

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS
Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 731405625 Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM
Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE. Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.
.

WANTED: 10BP4 PICTURE TUBE, IN GOOD WORKING CONDITION. Thanks, Frank Karner, (405) 769-4656,

fkarner@cox.net
WANTED:
WANTED:
WANTED:

1946 Philco, model 46-420, complete, unrestored (doesn't have to be working, but no cracks
or broken areas in the case). John Reynolds @ jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com
Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you
name it. Call Tom Laszynski at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.
Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2. Also,
need metal Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver. Contact Tom Laszynski at
either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176.
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WANTED:

WANTED:
WANTED:

Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items: Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power
supplies, boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items. Dale Boyce (414)353-0734
or radioman@wi.rr.com
RESTORED Philco model 90, good condition and “reasonably” priced. Rod Higgens,
(405) 329-3013, hotrod808@sbcglobal.net
Philco item: Cabinet 38-1X for 38-1 chassis. .Reasonable price please. Email:
artdrhs@yahoo.com

Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear
Signal Products, Inc. 405-745-9473 email: wire@coaxman.com
FOR SALE: Radio Chassis Holders. These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it. Small
stand - $37.50, and Brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping. Large stand - $55.00 and brackets $2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.
FOR SALE: House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and
amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns. L.W.
Rousseau (405)842-0125
FOR SALE: 1931 AK Cathedral Model 82, near mint, original finish, looks and works great, $500; 3 Zenith
FOR SALE:

Trans-oceanic parts radios 1 ea, Royal 1000 and 2 ea Royal 3000-1, $50.00; RCA Victor 45 RPM

SERVICE:

SERVICE:

record player, Model 45-EK-3, complete - does not work $20.00; 1947 Woolaroc Portable
Radio AC/DC, 6 tubes, Model 3-12A/3, works, $50.00; 1938 Zenith Chairside, Model 6S-249,
Chassis 5644, $500.00 All items listed for sale will require additional shipping or direct pick
up separate from sale cost. Contact Fielding Grigsby, 580-222-9408, PO Box 2601, Ardmore,
OK 73402.
FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC. We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.
Radios must be complete, with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons. Fielding Electronics, Inc
PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-9408
Old Radio Restoration and Servicing: Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802,
Edmond, OK

OKVRC EDITOR: Broadcast News
PO BOX 50625
Midwest City
OK 73140-5625
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