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Here it is, almost September, and fortunately, the weather has broken and we have relief from the hot
100+ degree days. I got as little break from the heat when I went to Radiofest, the ARCI meet held in
Willowbrook, Illinois, the first weekend in August. The highs there were about 87, but spending all
day on the black asphalt of the swap meet, it still seemed like Oklahoma heat! But, it was a very good
meet. I think it may have been a little bit larger with more attendees than last year, but it was at least
about the same. I got to the Holiday Inn in the early afternoon on Thursday. I made a last minute
decision to attend, so I had not pre-registered and was unable to make hotel reservations as they were
full. The front desk said that they had two cancellations so there were two rooms available but the
person who could authorize for me to get the special radio club rate was not available, so I should
come back later. So I went back to the flea market area and the ARCI staff was just getting the
registration area set up. After hanging around and visiting with a few collectors I knew, they were able
to get me registered and into a flea market spot, even though they were not scheduled to open for
several hours. Concurrently I called the hotel reservation desk and visited the front desk several times,
and eventually they let me have a room at the reduced rate. So I was happy to be where all the action
was, and cancelled my reservation down the street.
The meet officially began at 6:30 on Thursday evening (after earlier check-in) with the auction. There
were a lot of items, more than last year, and quite a few very good items. They have a unique auction
system where the items from each buyer are sold at once. The cost to enter an item was $5 with no
commission, but the club imposed a 5% buyer’s fee. It was a little late in getting started as they had to
get each seller’s items somewhat in order, to sell them together. There are no minimum bids, but the
seller is found during the auction, and given a card that is red on one side and green on the other. If he
is happy with selling at the bid price he shows the green side to the auctioneer. If he does not want to
sell he shows the red side, and the sale is passed. So sometimes there are delays, but they got the job
done. Many items were sold at bargain prices, and I purchased a few items. There were not too many
passes. The auction lasted until about 10:30 PM, and pizza was delivered afterwards. The wait was
somewhat long for the pizza, but there was plenty. In contrast, last year it came before the auction was
over, disrupting the auction and it was gone quickly. This was an indoor event.
The flea market officially began at 7AM on Saturday morning, with sales prohibited before that time,
but this was not well enforced. The vendors were close together, without a lot of empty spaces like at
many meets. Julie did not attend the meet with me due to a conflict, so I let Ed and Lois Janssen
display their wares at my booth, and Lois spent a lot of time tending it. I was thankful for this
arrangement, and Jim and Bev Sargent had their knobs set up in the second booth away. I sold most of

the small items and parts, but no expensive items. I had a lot of fun roaming the flea market, and
bought quite a few things. The more common items were fairly priced, but I don’t think many
expensive items were sold. During the day there were several programs presented, and a luncheon for
the women. The weather was good with no rain.
Friday evening was a banquet where numerous awards were announced, as well as winners of the
contest. I sat at a table with mostly friends from the VRPS. Afterwards was music by a well-known
local group. I was tired, and did not stay to hear much. The contest room was open for viewing before
and after the banquet, and there were many nice items on display. Another room was a display of all
Atwater Kent items which included many interesting advertising pieces.
Saturday morning the flea market was open to the public, and there were a few new attendees, but not
many. I did not see any new vendors, so the remaining merchandise was the same. At 9:30 was a
donation auction. There were a lot of good things there, some that I thought of making an offer on
while still in a booth. My vehicle was pretty full, so I stayed away and packed up my stuff instead. I
saw where some nice items sold for almost nothing. I hit the road at 10:45, and saw that my GPS said
I could be home by midnight. So I by-passed most of the Illinois antique malls, and got home with a
day to rest up before work on Monday morning. It was a very good meet and except for the VRPS in
Dallas, this is the closest major meet to OKC, just under 800 miles. The ARCI officers and their wives
did a great job of running everything smoothly. I would urge everyone to attend next year.
Our next meeting is Saturday, September 11th at the Hometown Buffet with dinner at 6, and the
meeting beginning around 7PM. Our meeting topic was decided at the last meeting and is radio and
radio items with a name that begins with F, G, or H. Excluded are Federal and Grebe, and I think
General Electric should be excluded also, to be saved for future meetings. That still leaves quite a few
manufacturers, like Fada, Firth, Freed Eisemann, Freshman Masterpiece, General Television,
Gloritone, Grunow, Globe, Hallicrafters, Heathkit, Holster Cabot, Howe, etc. I have quite a few items
to show, unless I fill the car with donation auction items, so it should be an interesting meeting.
Mark your calendars for our swap meet next month, October 9th at the Midwest City Community
Center, 8 AM. Also a volunteer is needed to host the Christmas Party. It’s not too much work, as it is
catered. It’s a great way to show off your collection! See you at the September meeting.

Report for the OKVRC Meeting of August 14th 2010
Arf! Woof! Ruff! The “Dog Days” of summer are on us with a vengeance here in Oklahoma
City, with temperatures near or above the triple-digits for almost two weeks. So, with it so darn hot
outside, what better place to enjoy Saturday evening then the well air-conditioned private dining room
reserved for OKVRC at the Home Town Buffet? Apparently a lot of our club members agreed, since
we had an above average turn-out of over twenty members, spouses, and guests for our for usual
second Saturday of the month meeting and dinner. And Club President Jim Collings was back as well,
along with some members we hadn’t seen in months. Members began arriving before 6:00PM to eat
dinner, and by 7:00 most of us were more than full and ready to enjoy the evening’s program.
Jim Collings called the meeting to order at about 7:00, and gave us a run-down on some recent
antique radio events he had attended, which I expect will be covered elsewhere in the newsletter. We
soon moved on to the night’s program, a show-and-tell session of radios whose manufacturer’s names
began with “C”, “D”, or “E”. We covered radios beginning with “A” and “B” the last two months, but
in order to increase the number sets our members might bring in, we decided to cover three letters in
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one month. We also decided not to include Crosley items since we did a program on them not too long
ago.
While only two radios were brought in for last month’s program on “B” radios, we had plenty
of “C”,”D”, and “E” radios brought in this month by our members. Dale McLellan showed us a very
small Arvin model 422 four-tube set in a metal cabinet, and another tiny set, a two (yes, two) tube
Emerson model CF 255 from 1939. I’m not sure how an AC set with a loudspeaker can be made to
work with just two tubes, but I believe the rectifier and audio were in one tube, and all of the RF stages
were crammed in the other. Pretty amazing for 1939! Your club secretary brought in the only nonCrosley “C” radio he could find, a tiny five tube “Continental” radio, dating from about the late fifties.
I also brought in one early set, a Day-Fan “Super-Six” battery set from 1925 (It seems a lot of radios
built in the twenties had “Super” somewhere in their name!)
Speaking of things super, Jim Collings has some really great early sets and he brought in some
beauties. The first one Jim displayed was a 1922 Cutting & Washington 11A 3-tube regenerative from
1922. This set, which is surprisingly modern in appearance, was once part of the famous Dr. Ralph
Munchow collection. Next Jim showed us a Chelsea Transcontinental ZR4. This design, a three-tube
regenerative with tap switches, was a rather outdated design when it came out in 1925-1926. Jim also
brought a couple of small items, a Du-Wa crystal set from the twenties and a Dorn Bros. fixed
capacitor from 1920. My personal favorite among the sets Jim brought is his 1922 Echophone threetube set, with all-variometer tuning, and the 199’s sticking through the front panel. Below the
Echophone name it reads “The Radio Shop, Sunnyvale Ca.” Most of us know that today Sunnyvale is
smack in the middle of Silicon Valley, but this set dates from 1922, long before people like Bill &
Dave (Hewlett-Packard) turned that quiet farming community into a high tech powerhouse. Is “The
Radio Shop” in Sunnyvale in any way linked to nearby Stanford University? Perhaps one of our
readers knows!
Roger Knop showed us another small set, a five-tube Emerson model 336 from 1940. We did
get to see a lot of small sets. I think collecting these miniature marvels is getting very popular because
unlike consoles and large table models, they don’t end up crowding you out of your own home.
Bob Shindhelm was kind enough to make the long trip from Tulsa. He brought along a
perfectly restored and working, Eveready model 1, eight-tube AC set from 1928. Eveready (National
Carbon), like the Philco (Philadelphia Storage Battery Company), got into the radio business in the late
twenties, as the battery set era ended. Eveready’s radios actually used electronics obtained from
American Bosch. Eveready eventually got out of radios, and Philco went on to become a household
name and probably the brand most people associate with vintage radio.
Lastly, Jim showed us one more “E” item, an Eico model 666 (!) Tube Tester.
We had a better-then-average collection of goodies for the donation auction, and with the larger
turnout, we has some spirited bidding on a few items. Several tube portable (Motorola, Philco,
Firestone) radios, a Westinghouse radio, an Arvin metal radio, a radio-phonograph, some boxes of
early parts, some twenties radio magazines (no covers but lots of cool ads to frame), a horn speaker
minus driver, and a near-mint Califone phonograph / public address system were all up for grabs. The
magazines brought $6, the Califone went for $13, and most of the other items went for $1 to $3.
Thanks to all who brought in their treasures to share, or brought stuff for the auction. Next
month we will do letters “F”, “G”, and “H”. We will not include Federals, since we had a program on
them recently, or Grebes, since we are going to have a program on them, soon, if I can convince Jim
Collings to haul his Grebe collection in!
Our next regular meeting will be at 6:00 PM, September 11th at the Hometown Buffet, as usual.
See you there! Jim Tyrrell, Secretary
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The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical
information and enjoyment of club members and friends. Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club
activities, and restoration information are always welcome. Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM. Unless otherwise noted,
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. Electronic copy of articles can be obtained
from the editor of Broadcast News.
BROADCAST NEWS STAFF:

Editor
Contributing Editor
Contributing Editor
Contributing Editor

Dale McLellan
Sherry Cowden
Art Hoch
John L Reynolds

(405) 330-1802
(405) 282-5589

rxradio@aol.com
cowden416@aol.com
artdrhs@yahoo.com
tack1@flash.net

MEMBERSHIP:
OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year. You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label. Below is
a sample label:

John Q. Collector
1234 SW 56th Street
Choctaw, OK 73123-1234
Expires 10/10

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the
Broadcast News distribution list.

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS
Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 731405625 Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM
Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE. Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.

1946 Philco, model 46-420, complete, unrestored (doesn't have to be working, but no cracks
or broken areas in the case). John Reynolds @ jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com
WANTED: Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you
name it. Call Tom Laszynski at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.
WANTED: Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2. Also,
need metal Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver. Contact Tom Laszynski at
either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176.
WANTED: Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items: Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power
supplies, boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items. Dale Boyce (414)353-0734
or radioman@wi.rr.com
WANTED: RESTORED Philco model 90, good condition and “reasonably” priced. Rod Higgens,
WANTED:
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(405) 329-3013, hotrod808@sbcglobal.net
Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear
Signal Products, Inc. 405-745-9473 email: wire@coaxman.com
FOR SALE: Radio Chassis Holders. These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it. Small
stand - $37.50, and Brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping. Large stand - $55.00 and brackets $2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.
FOR SALE: House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and
amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns. L.W.
Rousseau (405)842-0125
SERVICE: FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC. We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.
Radios must be complete, with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons. Fielding Electronics, Inc
PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-9408
SERVICE: Old Radio Restoration and Servicing: Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802,
Edmond, OK
FOR SALE:

OKVRC EDITOR: Broadcast News
PO BOX 50625
Midwest City
OK 73140-5625
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