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By Jim Collings

Our Fall Swap Meet last month was a success. Attendance was not as good as I would have liked, but
we had 38 people counting both those we could remember seeing and those who signed in. We had a
few collectors from Texas, and Kansas, but not as many out-of –the area members as we usually have.
I thought that there was a lot of equipment for sale, and much changed hands. No one entered
anything in the silent auction. We’ll have to evaluate if this is worth having for the spring meet. I
believe everyone who was around for any time at all found something of interest. Unfortunately there
were not many valuable items in the donation auction, so the club came out quite a bit behind after
paying for the facility. There are some photos of the meet attached.

This month’s monthly meeting will be on November 13th at 6 PM at the Hometown Buffet on NW
Expressway. The topic is early A. H. Grebe Receivers and related material. I’ve been pestered for
quite awhile to give this program. So, since it should be cooler, I’ll load it all up and try to find my
notes from the last presentation, (quite a few years ago). So, bring your Grebe sets, and let me know
what you are bringing so that we don’t have duplicates. And of course you can bring anything else you
would like to show, or talk about. Don’t forget the donation auction!
On a positive note, I was contacted by a collector in our area who wants to join our group. He appears
to be quite knowledgeable and is also an expert on websites, and is willing to take over ours! We hope
to welcome Tom Sammon at the next meeting. We have suffered since there have been no recent
website updates. I know many collectors looked there to find out when the swap meet was, and had to
contact me to find out.

On another note, mark your calendars for Saturday, December 10th, for our annual Christmas party. We
have not had any volunteers to host this event at their home yet, so if there are no volunteers, we can
have it at my home, again. We will have the traditional white elephant/dirty Santa gift exchange. If it
is at my home, a sing along jam session will be included, and all instrument players are asked to bring
their instrument to participate.
The VRPS annual convention will be on November 19th thru 21st in Mesquite, TX, at the Hampton Inn
Convention Center. (The same location as previous years). This is one of the largest radio meets in
the country, and it’s right here in our area, so everyone should try to attend. In the past, I’ve given you
a big write-up of all the events, but they are fairly similar every year, so I won’t repeat myself. The

theme for this year’s contest is Westinghouse. Of course the main events are auctions on Friday
evening and Saturday. If you have never been to a large event like this, you can learn a lot, as there is a
lot of equipment to view. If you need details drop me a line. I hope to see many of you there.

Report for the OKVRC Swap Meet of October 9th 2010
It was a perfect sunny, warm October morning here in Oklahoma City this Saturday as about
sixty five to seventy OKVRC members, spouses, and guests gathered at the Midwest City Community
Center for our Fall Convention and Swap Meet. The convention officially started at 8:00 AM, but the
Community Center staff had opened the building a bit earlier, and the wheeling and dealing were well
underway by the time your club secretary pulled in about 8:00 AM.
There were three rows of seller’s tables, with a wide array of radios parts, tubes, literature, and
books for sale. The array of radios offered dated from the twenties through the sixties, with a good
number of plastic and Art Deco type sets. There were a fair number of Cathedral and Tombstone sets
as well. Your club secretary only saw one console, an early post-war Zenith Chairside with a record
turntable that rises out of the cabinet at the push of a button. If the glass over the face had not been
cracked, I would have grabbed it for sure. I have always wanted a Zenith Chairside, and this one had
modern FM! The nicest item offered was a fully restored Coca-Cola Cooler radio, an original of
course, but a bit too expensive for my pocketbook. I also had to pass on a really nice Bosch early AC
table model working and in great condition, with the original Bosch speaker. (I plan to nail that one
next time if it isn’t sold first!). I did manage to pick up a neat two tube Crosley Model 51 from about
1923. It will complement similar one and three-tube Crosley sets already in my collection. Didn’t see
many other twenties battery sets, however. I also brought home a tiny “Traveler” Bakelite table model
from about 1945-1940. The nice thing about these little sets- there is always some place in your home
for them.
Club President Jim Collings brought along a large selection of early radio and TV knobs, and
club members could be seen rooting through them in search of matches for that missing knob on that
most of us have on at least one of their sets at home. The club also had its stock of parts and vintage
grill cloth available for purchase.
There was no silent auction this time, but we held the regular auction, mostly donations to the
club. Some restorable and parts sets, some test equipment, parts and tube lots, and miscellaneous
electronic items were offered. Bidding was brisk for a few items, but there were plenty of one-buck
bargains to be had. There were a few off-beat items too. I picked up a collection of vintage magazines
all about the life of President Eisenhower, including some brochures and postcards from the
Eisenhower Presidential library. How can you go wrong for a dollar?
As usual for the fall convention, there was no contest, so business was wrapped up by 11:30.
Our next regular meeting will be at 6:00 PM, November 13th at the Hometown Buffet in
Oklahoma City. See you next there!
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HUGO GERNSBACK
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SERVICE MAN- DEALER RADIOTR1CIAN
“Takes the Resistance Out of Radio”
Editorial Offices, 96-98 Park Place, New York, N. Y.
“Midget” Radio Sets
BY Hugo Gernsback
ANOTHER minor revolution in the radio industry has occurred, during the past few months, on the
appearance of the so-called “midget” or mantel radio sets. We started out with rather small sets during
the years 1923 and 1924, when the table model was popular, and before the console had arrived. We
are now going back to old times; but going the old style set one better by making one still smaller.
Curiously enough, the first table model was of the five-tube variety, while the present mantel sets are
mostly of the five- tube variety as well. History, it seems, is repeating itself.
Many people, in the trade and elsewhere, are of the opinion that the popularity of the mantel set is
due to present economic conditions; because it seems that, at the present time, the mantel sets are far
outselling the more expensive models. One manufacturer alone, within a short season, has sold over
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150,000 of these mantel sets; and there are a number of others who are doing as well and even better.
This seems to prove the popularity of the midget type. But, so far the economic point is concerned, I do
not think that we should stress this too much. Either a family wishes to get a radio set or it doesn’t. If
they do, the great majority buy on the installment plan, anyway; and, inasmuch as the payments are
reasonable, the chances are that the temptation to buy the bigger and more elaborate set, rather than the
smaller one, will prevail—always provided that the family wishes a piece of furniture. And herein lies
the whole crux of the question.
Modern living conditions are such that space in the average apartment is at a premium. Houses and
apartments are becoming smaller all the time; and apartments, particularly, tend to shrink in not only
the number of rooms, but the size of the rooms as well. Families who used to live in eight and ten-room
apartments now live in four or five rooms; and so on, in proportion. Consequently, room is at a
premium and this fact, I believe, is a direct cause of the success of mantel sets, rather than the price.
Furthermore, we seem to be heading towards the average of two and three radio sets per family.
There was a time when any family could get along with a single car; but statistics show that today
many own two or more cars. The case of radio is similar; there are so many programs in the air, and of
such wide variety, that it is impossible to satisfy all tastes, with a single set. The old people wish to
listen to serious music, lectures, etc:, while the younger element prefers lively dance music and whatnot; and, as a rule, there is a clash in the average family when the radio is turned on. So, here the
mantel set steps in and solves the problem. It is no longer a novelty to find two radio sets in an
apartment; I have seen as many as four in a home, although this may be an extreme case. The well-todo family will wish to have a “furniture-type” receiver in the living room; whereas Junior or the
daughter will have sets for themselves in their respective rooms and—with domestic help what it is
today—it has been found that a midget set in the maid’s or the cook’s room will do a lot towards
keeping them satisfied.
Make no mistake, the midget sets are here to stay; and the chances are that, during the next few
years, they will grow in popularity. I venture to predict that we will have excellent sets even smaller
than those which are in such vogue at present. Practically all of the present mantel sets are equipped
with dynamic speakers, and have as much power as the large sets. Practically all of the small sets have
entirely too much power for city use; and it is my opinion that still smaller sets, using magnetic
speakers and fewer tubes, and selling f or considerably less than the present mantel sets, will come into
use. Such “Tom Thumb” “sub-midget” sets will be desirable; particularly for those owners who do not
wish to be annoyed with too much power and who desire a type of receiver that can be used in a small
room. It would seem that such sets should be particularly attractive for hotel installations, hospitals
and other institutions; since the user would be able to tune in any program he wants, rather than take a
choice of one or two—which is now the case with many hotel and hospital installations.
What midget set users require most, today, is a built-in antenna connection that will do away with
an outside aerial. One or two such models have already appeared, and it is to be hoped that soon they
will be universal. Such sets will become still more popular at the moment when all you are required to
do is to plug into the light socket, which will supply also the aerial and ground connections
automatically. (It is true that such connections are usually undesirable except in congested centers,
where there are many broadcast stations; an outside aerial is, of course, preferable.)
From the service angle, the midget sets are almost ideal; for it is much easier to service them than
sets of the large furniture type. The components of the midgets are far more accessible to the Service
Man and, consequently, they can be serviced much more quickly and efficiently than other sets.
In my opinion, the chances are that these sets will ultimately outsell all others and that, numerically,
they will be far in the lead within the next few years.
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The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical
information and enjoyment of club members and friends. Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club
activities, and restoration information are always welcome. Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM. Unless otherwise noted,
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. Electronic copy of articles can be obtained
from the editor of Broadcast News.
BROADCAST NEWS STAFF:

Editor
Contributing Editor
Contributing Editor
Contributing Editor

Dale McLellan
Sherry Cowden
Art Hoch
John L Reynolds

(405) 330-1802
(405) 282-5589

rxradio@aol.com
cowden416@aol.com
artdrhs@yahoo.com
tack1@flash.net

MEMBERSHIP:
OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year. You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label. Below is
a sample label:

John Q. Collector
1234 SW 56th Street
Choctaw, OK 73123-1234
Expires 10/10

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the
Broadcast News distribution list.

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS
Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 731405625 Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM
Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE. Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.

WANTED:
WANTED:
WANTED:

1946 Philco, model 46-420, complete, unrestored (doesn't have to be working, but no cracks
or broken areas in the case). John Reynolds @ jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com
Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you
name it. Call Tom Laszynski at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.
Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2. Also,
need metal Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver. Contact Tom Laszynski at
either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176.
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Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items: Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power
supplies, boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items. Dale Boyce (414)353-0734
or radioman@wi.rr.com
WANTED: RESTORED Philco model 90, good condition and “reasonably” priced. Rod Higgens,
(405) 329-3013, hotrod808@sbcglobal.net
FOR SALE: Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear
Signal Products, Inc. 405-745-9473 email: wire@coaxman.com
FOR SALE: Radio Chassis Holders. These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it. Small
stand - $37.50, and Brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping. Large stand - $55.00 and brackets $2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.
FOR SALE: House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and
amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns. L.W.
Rousseau (405)842-0125
WANTED:

FOR SALE:

AWA Review Volume 12 CD, “The Atwater Kent’s Review Volume” ©2003, was sold by AWA
for 14.95 but out of stock. It is in like new condition: $12 + shipping. Call Roger Knop at (405)
720-6580 or email at raknop@cox.net

FOR SALE:

“Plastic Radios” book by Mark Stein © 2006. Was 37.95 in Jan 2010 ARC. In like new
condition $25 + shipping. Call Roger Knop at (405) 720-6580 or email at raknop@cox.net
FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC. We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.
Radios must be complete, with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons. Fielding Electronics, Inc
PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-9408
Old Radio Restoration and Servicing: Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802,
Edmond, OK

SERVICE:

SERVICE:

OKVRC EDITOR: Broadcast News
PO BOX 50625
Midwest City
OK 73140-5625
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