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I was pleased with our annual meet last month! We had a pretty good turnout, had some great contest
display entries, and a lot of equipment changed hands. I think it was the best meet we have had in
several years. I hope everyone
eryone had fun. We had a good turnout of out of town members, and the
t
weather was perfect, also. We had some tough calls to make in selecting contest winners, as there
were many great displays. (The winners are shown in a table elsewhere in this issue). The auction,
ended up being all donated items, but there were some nice items. The club appreciates the donations
to help defray the cost of renting the facility. Thanks to all who helped out and made the meet
successful.
Our meeting this month will have
ave two topics. One will be a general show
ow and tell where you may
bring anything that you think may be of interest to the members
members. The second topic is: What is this?
Bring a strange electronic or radio item that you can’t identify to see if the members can help. It can
be something you know about, but is unusual and may not have been seen by many. I know that I am
always finding items that I can’t figure out what they are or how they were used
used.. Hopefully, I can find
them to bring to the meeting. Alsoo at the meeting we need to talk about finding a new webmaster.
Jacob Kresky in Kansas has been handling this for us, but is now too busy with school to continue. If
you would like this job please advise. Also, at the last meeting Gene Robertson advised that he needs
to relinquish his treasurer job, so we need a replacement when we elect officers this summer. Gene
and Jacob have served the club well and we appreciate their work for the betterment of the club.
I should make a few comments on the Carolin
Carolinaa Chapter AWA meet that Julie and I attended at the end
of March. Wee allowed more time to see things along the way
way, as it is a long way across Tennessee,
Tennessee but
there was a rock slide thru the mountains near the Tennessee/North Carolina border, that covered the
interstate, closing it for repairs. The detour route was 50 miles north, almost to Virginia, and then
back. We arrived at the meet in the late afternoon on Thursday, and there had been technical sessions
all day that we missed. Thursday evening was the auction of the estate of Ernie Hite.
Hite He had a
wonderful collection and many early rare items were sold
sold. The meet was very well attended, as the
estate auction drew quite a crowd, especially collectors from the northeast who normally do not attend
this meet. The auction lasted quite awhile, and it was after midnight CST when I got back to the room.
Friday morning the flea market began at 8AM, the official start time
time. It was well observed, as I saw no
sales before 8. Most of my better items sold with
within the first 15 minutes. I purchased some odds and
ends and tubes fairly quickly. Then I purchased a few other items later as prices were reduced. Some

light rain dampened things in the late morning, giving us a chance to relax before the afternoon
auction. There were some nice items, but not the quality of the Hite estate. Some of the items were
offerings from the flea market earlier in the morning, and most sold for quite a bit less than the
morning asking price. I ended up with a few items. In the evening was a banquet which was nice with
good food and radio conversation, as there was no program. After dinner there was another interesting
sounding program, but we were too tired to attend. On Saturday morning the flea market was going
strong again, with a few new faces and equipment. I made a few last minute deals and began to load
the car to see what we had to leave behind. Only a few items needed to be donated to their donation
auction. We got packed up and headed for home around 10:30 AM. We had a good time. We took a
southerly route thru Atlanta and Birmingham, slightly shorter than taking the detour north. This was a
very good meet, and may end up being the best meet of the year.
See you at the meeting, May 8th at the Hometown Buffet at 6 PM, and bring something interesting to
talk about, and don’t forget the donation auction!

OKVRC April, 2010 Contest Winners
Battery and Crystal Receivers, Pre-1930
1. Glass Top Homebrew
2. General Fone Crystal Receiver
3. RCA Radiola RC
Battery Recievers, Pre 1930 4+ Tubes
1. Federal 59
2. Kellogg RFL w/ Accessories
3. RCA Radiola 25
Cathedral and Tombstone Receivers
1. Zenith 807
2. General Motors 110MB
Horizontal Wooden Receivers
1. Emud T7
2. Zenith 8AO2
3. Zenith 5S320
Metal Sets after 1926
1. General Electrics 1946-1948
AC/DC Bakelite or Plastic Receivers
1. Airline 64BR1514
2. Sferics SF1-1
3. Zenith 404L’s
Transistor Radios
1. Zenith Royal 1000
Art Deco and Novelty AC Operated Receivers
1. Excelsior 55
2. DuMont RA-316
Foreign Made Receivers and Equipment
1. Excelsior 55
2. Philips
Televisions
1. RCA TT-5
Accessory Items

Jim Collings
Dana Kresky
Dana Kresky
Jim Collings
Mark Schemel
Jim Tyrrell
Dana Kresky
Ed Jones
Jim Ray
Jim Ray
Dana Kresky
John Reynolds
Ed Jones
Mark Schemel
John Reynolds
Dana Kresky
Frank Karner
Meredith Ward
Frank Karner
Ed Jones
Eric Coon
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1. Amplion AR-102 Dragon Fly Horn
2. Accurate Resistance Coupled Amp
3. Atwater Kent H Horn
Open Category
1. WKY First Transmitter w/ Accessories
2. Red Neck Radio
Best Restoration
1. General Motors 110MB
2. General Electric Portables
3. Zenith 5S320
People’s Choice (favorite display of all who attended)
WKY First Transmitter w/ Accessories
Best of Show
RCA TT-5 Television w/ 5NR Radio Receiver

Jim Collings
Jim Collings
Ed Jones
Frank Karner
Ed Janssen
Ed Jones
John Reynolds
Dana Kresky
Frank Karner
Eric Coon

3

4

Report for the OKVRC Spring Convention & Swap Meet of April 10th 2010
It was a beautiful spring morning here in Oklahoma City this last Saturday as about seventy
OKVRC members, spouses, and guests gathered at the Midwest City Community Center for our Fall
Convention and Swap Meet. The convention officially started at 8:00 AM, but the as usual the “early
birds” had arrived as soon as the Community Center staff unlocked the building. The crowd was better
than last fall, and we were especially encouraged by the higher than usual number of visitors from out
of town and even from out of state!
There were three rows of seller’s tables, with a wide array of items for sale. A good number of
AC sets of the thirties through the sixties, a few battery sets, but also lots of parts, tubes, and literature
were available as well. Some empty radio cabinets and orphaned radio chassis sets were available for
anyone lucky enough the “other half” of the radio at home in their garage. For the first time in as long I
can recall I didn’t get a nice new addition for my collection. All I took home was a “junker” twenties
Atwater Kent battery set for parts, as well as some tubes and parts. But I spent less than twenty dollars,
so I’ll have more to spend next fall!
The club also had its stock of parts and vintage grill cloth available for purchase.
The contest was the best part of the morning. A fantastic array of sets were on display, vying
for ribbons. See the photos in the newsletter of some of the winners! There were impressive entries in
every category, including an ultra rare pre-war television set, in mint condition, along with many really
beautiful radios from the early twenties through the fifties. If only the contest items were for sale, they
would have all been snapped up in minutes!
The silent auction offered only a small selection of parts, and fixer-upper sets. Once the
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silent auction was over, we held the regular auction. Test equipment, some parts lots, flats of tubes, and
some restorable and junk sets were offered. Bidding was brisk for a few items, particularly for some
very nice vintage radio magazines, kindly donated to the club by one of our members. One item that
brought spirited bidding was a new, never-built, Heathkit oscilloscope. Most remaining items went
fairly cheap, and there were some real bargains to be had. Everything was sold, and some of the
proceeds went to the club treasury.
Business was wrapped up by 11:45, as we only had the facility until noon.
Our next regular meeting will be at 6:00 PM, May 8th at the Hometown Buffet in Oklahoma
City. See you there!

(10th and last article for OKVRC by Art Hoch)
THE BEGINNING OF THE END
Following a series of heart attacks, Brinkley was staying in the Bellevue Hotel in Kansas City in
August of 1941. While he was there, a piece of heart tissue tore away and formed a blood clot in his
leg. The leg was later amputated above the knee because of poor blood circulation and resulting
gangrene. “Doc” became a very sick man. Subsequently, while he was a patient in Kansas City’s
Research Hospital, the U. S. Post Office served a legal complaint -- finally filed in Arkansas in
September 1941 -- on Brinkley for fraudulent use of the mail in connection with the goat gland
operations at Milford in the ‘20s.
The post office document alleged he sent his fraudulent literature to people all over the United States,
which was true. The complaint stated during that time he had treated 16,000 persons at a fee of $750
each for a total of $12 million. After hearing the fugitive warrant read to him, Brinkley replied from
his convalescent hospital bed, “I guess there isn’t any danger of my running away.”
During the winter of 1941-42, circulation and kidney problems plagued Brinkley and the amputated
leg was not healing. He was being shielded from everyone except his kin and close friends. Very ill,
“Doc” wrote a note to Minnie, “My health is gone. I continue to grow weaker. I am ready for the bed
and out…. Love, Daddy.” His “practice” was gone; his life force,” The Sunshine Station Between the
Nations,” was gone too.
The trial on the mail fraud charge was scheduled for the spring of 1942. Bedridden at his home in San
Antonio, “Doc” asked his nurse in the night for a glass of water and was reading his Bible when
Minnie heard the glass crash. The doctor could not save himself. John R. Brinkley died at the age of
56; it was May 26, 1942. (North American goats collectively breathed a sigh of relief.)
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One of the later pictures of “Doc”
“Doc’s” body laid in state at the Del Rio mansion, dressed in a navy blue suit, his Masonic apron, and
his diamonds. His funeral was held in the Methodist Episcopal Church in Del Rio. The funeral
cortege traveled to Memphis, Tennessee, for the burial next to his in-laws’ graves in Forest Hill
Cemetery. The bronze “Winged Victory”, which had stood in the Del Rio mansion yard, was later
removed to mark his grave.

Forest Hill Cemetery, Memphis, Tennessee
EPILOGUE
The strong points of Brinkley’s career were his perception of the power of early radio, his homespun
numeric prescriptions for a variety of ailments, and especially the lure of the “goat gland” transplant
concept.
He pioneered radio transcriptions, and revolutionized political campaigning via the radio, his sound
trucks, and his airplanes.
Brinkley put the provisions of the Radio Act of 1927 to the test. He raised enough havoc with his
border stations that three international communications conferences were called, including one in 1937
in Havana, Cuba. XERA continued in life as XERF and gave birth to shouting evangelists---Harold
Smith, Gerald Winrod, and J. Charles Jessup among them. It spawned “Wolfman Jack” and other
famous radio personalities.
One appellate judge stated that Brinkley did what could be done in any doctor’s office under local
anesthetic “for ten dollars.” A Del Rio man said, “You might laugh about all of it. But when you were
talking with him---well, you just forgot everything. And you couldn’t help liking him.” It was stated
as late as 1960 that Del Rio denizens believed Doc literally hypnotized people. And Morris Fishbein?
“Doc” was quoted as saying, “If Dr. Fishbein goes to heaven, I want to go the other way.” Maybe so.
WLW radio (in Cincinnati) had tried raising its wattage to 500,000, had big problems, and had to back
off. “Brinkley and his cronies were discussing the problem one night down in the XERA studio,”
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Gerald Carson wrote in his book. “Dr. Brinkley had a brilliant engineer named James Weldon, who
remarked that he could put that much juice into a transmitter and make it work…. Doctor stroked his
blond goatee and thought awhile. Then he said, ‘I guess you’d better go ahead and do it.” It was a
$75,000 decision.” (Meaning it would cost that much money to broadcast with such huge amounts of
power.) And Weldon made it work!
When Brinkley died, his political nemesis, newspaper editor William Allen White wrote, “No one can
be sure whether he fooled himself by his own vociferous egotism or whether he knew how cheap was
all his blather and palaver and kept it up because it paid….” White wrote of the newspaper coverage
of Brinkley’s death, “In burying Brinkley, the Kansas newspapers were at their best. His consummate
belief in his self-interest carried him to the point where he could no longer distinguish between the
genuine and the bogus. Except as to diamonds.”
AND WHAT HAPPENED TO BRINKLEY’S FAMILY?
Minnie continued to live in the eighteen-room mission-style mansion for many years, attempting to sell
it at least three separate times. [The first in 1949; the second in 1962; the third try was successful in
1978.] She had concluded there wasn’t much demand for a quarter of a million dollar mansion (its
original cost in the 1930’s) complete with a stork over its front door. The acreage on which the
mansion stood was sub-divided in order to make the property more “sellable.”
In 1962, the Army Corps of Engineers began construction of the Milford, Kansas, reservoir, which
would inundate the town – or what was left of it. Minnie received $1,000 for land she still owned
there. She wanted the corps to place a buoy in the new lake marking the location of the Brinkley
Hospital. [They refused.] She lived with her granddaughter Angela in a condominium late in her life.
Minnie died from cancer in 1980, at the age of 87, and is buried alongside her husband and son in
Memphis.

Minnie in her last years
Son Johnny Boy earned a law degree from the University of Texas but was never successful as an
attorney, and never wanted to be a doctor. He went to Cuba to document Castro’s rise to power on
film and for a time tried the photography business -- a failure -- in New York City. He married and for
a time ran the family lumberyard business in Del Rio. Haunted by his failures, Johnny abused alcohol
and in October 1976, at the age of 49, he used a 9mm German Luger to end his life.
Two of “Doc’s” daughters from his first marriage to Sally Wicke, Wanda and Naomi, lived in
Chicago. The third daughter, Beryl, resided in the Forth Worth, Texas, vicinity. Granddaughter
Angela married Charles Womack of Ozana, Texas, in 1984.

8

A SUMMARY
An anonymous old geezer was quoted as saying, “I knowed he was bilking me…I liked him anyway.”
And one Brinkley biographer wrote, “He made the most money, got the most fun out of being rich, and
fooled the most people.” One joke making the rounds during the Brinkley era asked, “What is the
fastest thing on four legs?” The answer: A goat passing Brinkley’s hospital.”
In correspondence with this writer, Diane Brown Karls, daughter of Johnny Boy’s tutor Lowell Brown,
reminisced saying, “In general, I think they [the Brinkleys] were kind people who thought they were
doing no real harm and enjoyed minting money.” Medical authorities of course thought otherwise.
And so did the IRS -- when he failed to pay his taxes.
John R. Brinkley, M. D., Ph.D., M. C., LL.D., D. P. H., Sc. D., Mason, Legionnaire, Member of
the National Geographic Society, Captain, Coast Guard Reservist, former member of the Social
Science Association, father, husband … and quack!
Bibliography: The Life of a Man, by Clement Wood; The Bizarre Careers of Dr. Brinkley by R. Alton Lee; The Roguish
World of Doctor Brinkley by Gerald Carson; Quacks and Crusaders by Erick S. Juhnke; Charlatan by Brock Pope; Border
Radio by Gene Fowler and Bill Crawford; the Brinkley Papers from the Kansas State Historical Society Library in Topeka,
Kansas, The Milford (Kans.) Messenger, July 26 to November 1, 1923. The Junction City (Kans.) Union, June 1930 to
October 1933, The Topeka (Kans.) Daily Capital, December 1919 to January 1928. Private correspondence from Diane
Brown Karls.

The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical
information and enjoyment of club members and friends. Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club
activities, and restoration information are always welcome. Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM. Unless otherwise noted,
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. Electronic copy of articles can be obtained
from the editor of Broadcast News.
BROADCAST NEWS STAFF:
Editor
Contributing Editor
Contributing Editor

Dale McLellan
Sherry Cowden
Art Hoch

(405) 330-1802
(405) 282-5589

rxradio@aol.com
cowden416@aol.com
artdrhs@yahoo.com

MEMBERSHIP:
OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year. You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label. Below is
a sample label:

John Q. Collector
1234 SW 56th Street
Choctaw, OK 73123-1234
Expires 10/09

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the
Broadcast News distribution list.
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OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS
Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 731405625 Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM
Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE. Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.

Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you
name it. Call Tom Laszynski at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.
WANTED: Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2. Also,
need metal Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver. Contact Tom Laszynski at
either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176.
WANTED: Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items: Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power
supplies, boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items. Dale Boyce (414)353-0734
or radioman@wi.rr.com
WANTED: RESTORED Philco model 90, good condition and “reasonably” priced. Rod Higgens,
(405) 329-3013, hotrod808@sbcglobal.net
FOR SALE: Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear
Signal Products, Inc. 405-745-9473 email: wire@coaxman.com
FOR SALE: Radio Chassis Holders. These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it. Small
stand - $37.50, and Brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping. Large stand - $55.00 and brackets $2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.
FOR SALE: House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and
amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns. L.W.
Rousseau (405)842-0125
SERVICE: FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC. We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.
Radios must be complete, with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons. Fielding Electronics, Inc
PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-9408
SERVICE: Old Radio Restoration and Servicing: Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802,
Edmond, OK
WANTED:

OKVRC EDITOR: Broadcast News
PO BOX 50625
Midwest City
OK 73140-5625
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