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PRESIDENT’S PAGE
By Jim Collings
It looks like our next meeting is coming up already. It will be at the Hometown Buffet on NW
Expressway on July 10th, beginning at 7 PM, with dinner before, about 6PM. Last month was a good
meeting with radio items beginning with “A”, so this month’s topic is radios that begin with “B”.
Brands that I can think of are: Belmont, Baldwin, Bendix, Bristol, Bogen, Best, Boston Scale and
Machine, and Bremer-Tully.. I’m sure there are many others, so it should be a good meeting.
Several of our members attended
nded the HLARA annual Summer Sizzler in Broken Arrow on June 19th.
It was a good meet as usual, with a large attendance. All the swap tables quickly filled up, and
additional tables were set up. The contest had a lot of entries, and some interesting items,
ite
but seemed
to be a little less flashy as previous years, as there were not a lot of super items. I helped with the
judging and there were some tough decisions. One thing I noted was a lack of support items for most
entries. When there is an ad or other
her supporting ddocumentation or accessory,
y, it really makes the
display more interesting. I’m guilty of this
this, also. It comes from not planning far enough in advance on
what is to be displayed, and just loading up a few items the night before the meet. A little
documentation is an easy tie breaker in the judging. I sold some small value items in the swap, but
nothing big, even though some items were very fairly priced. I only purchased two items.
items Others said
that did well at the swap, so I guess the out
outcome
come is related to what your interests are. There was a
lively donation auction at the end of the meet. I donated a lot of junk, and purchased one item.
Overall, it was a good meet, and I’ll be looking forward to next year’s event.
Next month I will have
ve a review of the MARC meet in Lansing, Michigan.

Report for the OKVRC Meeting of June 12th 2010
Summer is finally upon us here in Oklahoma City, and it was a pleasantly sunny (if hot and
muggy) day in the low nineties as about seventeen or so OKVRC members, spouses, and guests met
for our usual second Saturday of the month meeting at the Hometown Buffet restaurant in Oklahoma
City. The restaurant was unusually quiet, with a lighter than usual crowd, perhaps there was a sporting
event somewhere? Members began arriving before 6:00PM to eat dinner, and we enjoyed our meal as
always in our private dining room.

About 7:00PM Club President Jim Collings called the meeting to order. He mentioned that he
will be out of town for next month’s meeting but hey, we always manage to have a great time anyway
on those few occasions when Jim is unable to join us. We discussed the upcoming Summer Sizzler
Radio Swap Meet hosted by our sister radio club in Tulsa.
Tonight’s program was: Radios whose manufacturers names begin with “A”. We decided not to
include Atwater Kent since we already had a program on AK’s a while back. So, what did our
members bring in? Quite a few nice sets, from the early twenties through the mid-fifties; Bob
Shindhelm started off the night with an Austin A. Howard Neutrodyne battery radio from about 1924.
This set came in an attractive mahogany cabinet, and features chrome tube sockets. Jim Collings
brought in a very small, very early American Electric horn speaker, along with a small Amplion model
R102 “Dragonfly” horn from about 1924. Jim also displayed an interesting “Accurate” three-tube
resistance coupled amplifier. These were used with primitive scanning disk television systems. We
also got to see an Audiola cathedral radio from the early thirties, about the same size as a Philco 90,
and two microphones, an American Microphone model CD double-carbon button mike from the early
thirties, and Altec carbon-ribbon mike from the forties.
The nicest “A” item of the night were certainly Jim’s 1921 “double decker” Arborphone radios
from about 1921. These rare early sets feature a three-variometer tuner stage on the lower section, with
a three-tube detector / AF section on top. The three filament knobs on the upper section are the same
size as the tuning knobs on the tuner, giving the impression of a six-tuning knob radio! Jim also
brought a neat Air Way battery radio from about 1922. Unlike the vast majority of early battery sets,
the Air Way is taller than it is wide, giving it a very distinctive appearance.
Your club secretary found one item in his collection to bring, a model 26 Airline six tube
battery set from, surprise, 1926. I have had this radio in my collection since high school.
Roger Knop brought in a delightful collection of smaller radios from the early forties through
the mid fifties. These included a tiny three-tube 1946 Arvin model 444A in a metal cabinet, chrome
plated, and very neat looking. Also, a four tube 1939 Airline model 420B in a brown cabinet, a four
tube 1948 Arvin model 243T in a green cabinet, and a four tube Arvin model 840T from 1954. Dale
McClellan also brought in another small set, a 1948 five tube Arkay. These miniature sets are very
stylish looking and are great if you don’t have a lot of space to devote to radios.
We finished up the evenings activities with the usual donation auction. A set of resistor storage
drawers, a flat of miscellaneous parts too varied to describe, some vintage radio station call books, a
large forties wooden radio cabinet, a bag of TV remotes, a large lot of fuses, a bag of banana jacks, a
NOS late seventies Micronta analog multimeter, and a Califone audio listening station in an attractive
portable case, all found new homes. A couple items brought spirited bidding, but most items sold for a
dollar.
Our next regular meeting will be at 6:00 PM, July 10th at the Hometown Buffet, as usual. See
you there!
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This is an Editorial by Hugo Gernsback During the early depression days. In the editorial, Gernsback is
encouraging people in the radio business to specialize.
This is the first time that I know of where the statement that television is “just around the corner” was
made, which was used many times by different persons up to WWII. Gernsback, it’s said, coined the
word “television”.
The paragraphs indentations in this copy represent paragraph breaks in the original. All wording and
grammar exist in the original. (Thanks to John L Reynolds)

MEN WHO BELIEVE IN RADIO
Editorial by Hugo Gernsback

Radio-Craft, July 1930

HUGO GERNSBACK VOL II- No. 1 .
Men Who Believe in Radio.
EVERY once in a while, the cry goes up from certain members of the radio trade, that radio has been
played out, that there is no more money in it, and that there is little future ahead for radio as a whole.
On the face of the situation, such statements might be unthinkingly accepted; because it is a
fact that there are now fewer radio parts manufacturers, by far, than there were in 1924. This is true
also of the set manufacturers; the shrinkage here has been very considerable and it is true that there are
left only a fraction of the numbers of several years ago.
This, however, does not mean that radio on the whole is on a decline. Quite the contrary is true.
When a census is taken, and the outputs of all manufacturers in the entire radio industry are added
together, it will be found that there has been a steady increase in the total, year by year, since 1920.
And, while today there are fewer radio set manufacturers and fewer radio parts manufacturers in
business, yet their aggregate production, measured in dollars and cents, has registered large increases
every year.
Radio, like any other young Industry that has grown by leaps and bounds, naturally must have
its vicissitudes and its trials and tribulations. Yet there are today many men who believe in the future
of the radio industry; as can be easily demonstrated.
Those in the radio industry who shout from the housetops that there is no future for radio are,
usually, those who have been unable to keep abreast of the times. This has been true particularly of
many parts manufacturers who, lured by large orders from set manufacturers, have thrown overboard
the radio builder and the radio experimenter by refusing to cater to them at all. In the meanwhile, they
have taken factory orders at ruinous prices, and the radio set manufacturers have played the parts
manufacturers against each other. This has resulted in the ruin of quite a number of parts
manufacturers, who would have been far better off had they stuck to the custom set builders, the
Service Men and the experimenters.
Even today, a number of these well-meaning, but misguided, parts manufacturers refuse to fill
small orders from Service Men; although, we believe, there will be more business for the parts
manufacturers from this source than from any other during the next few years.
This is a country of specialization, and in radio there is no exception to the rule. It has been
found that those manufacturers and those business men who specialize in one thing usually have
succeeded where others have not.
Each branch of radio today is so big that it should be exploited to the limit by itself.
It takes a tremendous amount of capital, a great deal of knowledge, to turn out a large number
of distinct lines; whereas If a parts manufacturer, for instance, limits himself to a few items, he will
probably be better off in the end.
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The short-wave field, for instance, shows very great activity' today; and those who understand
this angle of the radio art will surely cash in on it, heavily, during the next few years. The same is true
of television, which is just around the corner.
Recently a young man devised a new way of making a superior radio tube filament and, inside
of a year and a half, he has amassed a small fortune from this single solitary item. Another well-known
concern in the business has for many years steadfastly refused to attempt to make everything under the
sun. They have limited themselves to a single automatic resistor and have succeeded to a marked
degree; although the item belongs to a declining group of radio parts.
Another well-known manufacturer, who is just now opening up a tremendous plant in New
England with some 1,500,000 square feet of floor space, has made a huge success by selling kits of
short-wave sets in this country and abroad.
The list is long, and many other instances could be given to show that specialization in radio
today augurs well for the future.
And let no one think that the big radio companies are gobbling up all the small ones, or putting
them out of business; nothing could be further from the truth. As a matter of fact, there are in this
country today any number of smaller concerns who are doing very well, simply because they specialize
in one or two items and, for this reason, are enabled to compete with the large concerns, by their
smaller overhead and smaller expenses and their expertness in devoting all of their time and energies to
the few items that they make.
As a matter of fact, it may be said that it is, today, much easier for the man of small means to
break into the radio game than into any other line. Of course, this is true only of specialties and does
not hold true for such items as sets and radio merchandise selling at higher costs.
There are so many different branches of radio and so many different items are required that,
today, more than at any previous time, fortunes can be made from new radio items and improvements
on existing ones.
The man who can give his close attention to some branch of radio, or to some single item, and
who can keep up-to-date, will undoubtedly be able to cash in on his ideas and his energy during the
coming years.
We have as yet not scratched the surface of the possibilities in radio; and those individuals who
do not believe in the future of radio as others do should take stock of them- selves and get in line or get
out.

A Solid-State Filter Choke or Field Coil Replacement
Edited by Ken Owens
478 Sycamore Dr.
Circleville, OH 43113
radiowd11@yahoo.com
Please send correspondence directly to the
above address, including SASE for reply.

This month's contribution comes from Leigh Bassett, W3NLB (Laurel, MD). It's a circuit designed to replace the
filter chokes and capacitors in sets where the originals are beyond salvage. The device should be especially useful
for replacing open chokes in radios like the metal-box Atwater Kents. It can be built on a small PC board and
installed in the power pack case after the original bad components have been removed. dko

This simple circuit provides a regulated output up to 350 volts and 100 mA. Ripple content of the
output is essentially zero. Substituting the circuit for a filter choke or field coil in a radio costs
less than $2. The output is set by changing a single resistor, or a variable resistor can be used.
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At the heart of this high-tech
marvel is the Supertex LR8N3
three-terminal regulator. Rated
for input up to 450 volts and
output up to 400 volts, it can
supply up to 10 mA of current.
The device comes in a TO-92
plastic transistor package.
Increased current capacity is
provided by using the LR8
output to drive the base of a
TIP50 power transistor, housed
in a standard TO-220 package.
With a minimum beta of 30 for
the TIP50, the combination can
supply up to 100 mA
continuously.
In most applications, the pass
transistor will not require a heat
sink. For example, in a circuit
with 50 volts differential across
the TIP50 and 100 mA load, the pass transistor is only dissipating 5 watts. The TIP50 is rated 40
watts dissipation.
The metal tab of the TO-220 case is the collector, which is connected to the DC input in this
circuit. If a heat sink is required, a suitable insulated mounting kit must be used.
The actual current capacity from the supply depends on the input-output voltage differential
across the LR8 and the amount of current which it must supply to the pass transistor. The LR8
can supply up to 10 mA, but it is protected from both over-current and over-temperature
conditions by internal circuitry.
The minimum input-output voltage differential across the LR8 is 12 volts. Therefore, the input
voltage at the low-point of the ripple should exceed the desired output by at least 15 volts,
allowing for the base-emitter drop in the pass transistor. Increase the size of the input capacitor if
needed to achieve this.
Note the limit of 375 volts peak input to the regulator. This is measured at the crest of the ripple
waveform and insures that the components will not be damaged in the event of line voltage
excursions.
As a replacement for a filter choke or field coil, the active regulator provides 60 Hz ripple
suppression in excess of 60 dB with only 1uF. of capacitance on the output. In the circuit
presented here, the value should be greater than 66 dB due to the larger output capacitor and the
120 Hz. ripple frequency.
Output voltage is determined by the value of R102. The table below gives values for various
outputs. The supply can also be made adjustable by replacing R102 with a 500k ohm
potentiometer in series with a 75k ohm, 1% resistor.
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Output Voltage

R102-k ohms

350

572

325

531

300

490

275

449

250

408

225

367

200

326

175

285

150

244
PARTS LIST

Ref

Part No.

Mfr. and Description

Vendor

Price

D101

1N4007

Fairchild 1000 PIV/1A. rectifier

Q101

TIP50

ST Micro NPN HV power transistor

""

$0.80

R101

RN55D

Vishay 2k ohm, 1/8w., 1% resistor

""

$0.16

R102

RN55D

Vishay 1/8 w., 1% resistor*

""

$0.16

U101

LR8N3

Supertex HV 3-term. regulator (TO-92)

""

$0.82

Mouser** $0.05

Total parts costs = $1.99
Prices are single-piece online as of 12 February 2004.
* Value from table above.
**Mouser Electronics - www.mouser.com
Data sheets available at onsemi.com (TIP50) and supertex.com
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The 1629 tube can be used to replace 6U5, 6E5, 6G5, etc. tuning eyes if you make an adapter and
increase the filament voltage to 12 volts. At first it seems like another filament transformer must be
added but this is not necessary. The 1629 as well as most tubes will operate on AC or DC for the
filament voltage. For AC radios you can make a simple voltage doubler that will convert the 6.3 volt
filament of the original tuning eye tube to over 12 volts DC for the 1629. To make the doubler two 470
mfd capacitors and two 1N4001 or similar diodes are required. See the diagram below

The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical
information and enjoyment of club members and friends. Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club
activities, and restoration information are always welcome. Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM. Unless otherwise noted,
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. Electronic copy of articles can be obtained
from the editor of Broadcast News.
BROADCAST NEWS STAFF:

Editor
Contributing Editor
Contributing Editor
Contributing Editor

Dale McLellan
Sherry Cowden
Art Hoch
John L Reynolds

(405) 330-1802
(405) 282-5589

rxradio@aol.com
cowden416@aol.com
artdrhs@yahoo.com
tack1@flash.net

MEMBERSHIP:
OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year. You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label. Below is
a sample label:

John Q. Collector
1234 SW 56th Street
Choctaw, OK 73123-1234
Expires 10/10

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the
Broadcast News distribution list.
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OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS
Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 731405625 Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM
Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE. Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.

1946 Philco, model 46-420, complete, unrestored (doesn't have to be working, but no cracks
or broken areas in the case). John Reynolds @ jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com
WANTED: Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you
name it. Call Tom Laszynski at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.
WANTED: Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2. Also,
need metal Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver. Contact Tom Laszynski at
either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176.
WANTED: Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items: Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power
supplies, boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items. Dale Boyce (414)353-0734
or radioman@wi.rr.com
WANTED: RESTORED Philco model 90, good condition and “reasonably” priced. Rod Higgens,
(405) 329-3013, hotrod808@sbcglobal.net
FOR SALE: Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear
Signal Products, Inc. 405-745-9473 email: wire@coaxman.com
FOR SALE: Radio Chassis Holders. These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it. Small
stand - $37.50, and Brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping. Large stand - $55.00 and brackets $2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.
FOR SALE: House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and
amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns. L.W.
Rousseau (405)842-0125
SERVICE: FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC. We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.
Radios must be complete, with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons. Fielding Electronics, Inc
PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-9408
SERVICE: Old Radio Restoration and Servicing: Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802,
Edmond, OK
WANTED:
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OKVRC EDITOR: Broadcast News
PO BOX 50625
Midwest City
OK 73140-5625
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