December 2010

Volume XIX, Issue 12

PRESIDENT’S PAGE
By Jim Collings

OKVRC Christmas Party!!
This year our Christmas Party will be on Saturday, December 11th, at the home of
Jim and Julie Collings, 14704 Carlingford Way, Edmond, OK 73013. Please arrive
around 6 PM, as the catered meal will be ready to eat at 6:30. The menu has not
been selected yet, but you can be sure it will be good. The cost is $20 per person
($40 per couple) this year, the same as last year. The club is subsidizing a portion
of the meal. Please RSVP to the Collings at 755-4139 by Monday, Dec 6. We will
have the usual white elephant/dirty Santa gift exchange. So everyone needs to
bring a gift valued at ~$10. These have been a lot of fun in the past. We are
hoping for a big turnout, and of course all are welcome. Call if you need
directions. It’s one of our few events where the women are especially included and
get to socialize. We will continue to have an acoustic jam session with guitar, and
whatever else someone can bring to play, at the end, for those who wish to stay for
it.
I attended the VRPS meet in Dallas (Mesquite) this past weekend, Nov. 19-21st. It
was a very good meet, very similar to those in the past, and attendance seemed to
me to be about the same as last year. The auction sales were more than $35,000, so
there was plenty of nice equipment. There were several very nice items that sold
real high, but there were also a lot of nice sets which sold at very reasonable prices,
especially toward the auction’s end. The Saturday morning silent auction was
moved out into the lobby from a side room where it had been in the past. This
resulted in much more participation and was a great improvement. I worked at
the computer recording sales for both the Friday and Saturday auctions, as well as
helped move sets up for sale. The only glitch was that a new program was used for
Friday’s auction, and they were unable to print out everyone’s purchase and sale

sheets. The problem was resolved by the programmer on Saturday morning, and
we received sheets from both auctions at the end of Saturday’s. The contest was
very impressive, I liked a beautiful Edison Opera cylinder phonograph, but one of
the most impressive things was a rare early Marconi crystal receiver that had been
recovered from a 1918 shipwreck and painstakingly restored. It is worth a look at
the photos of this set before and after restoration, at stonevintageradio.com. I took
a full load with me, and brought back only a few items that I had put reserve
prices on, plus the few items that I had purchased. So it was a successful meet. I
will plan to attend again next year.
Please make plans to attend the Christmas Party. The more the merrier and I’m
sure it will be a fun time.
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Report for the OKVRC Meeting of November 13th 2011
It was a pleasant, cool November evening as a much better than average group of twenty-two OKVRC
members spouses and guests gathered for our regular monthly meeting at the Home Town Buffet in
Oklahoma City..…. How many times have you read an opening line like that, written by your faithful
club secretary? But this time, I wasn’t there! After bugging club president Jim Collings for months to
lug in his fabulous Grebe collection for us all to appreciate, I missed what I am told was one of the best
programs we have ever had. I had plans to attend a wedding just a few miles away, and only realized
last week when I reread the invitation that it was at night. Who gets married at night? You will have to
ask Chad and Annette.
So, in the spirit of that British reporter who wrote his famous “eyewitness” account of
Tiananmen Square from a pub in London, I’ll just have to “fake it”. Thankfully, Dale McLellan has
provided most of the material I need. Thanks Dale! As always, guests began arriving before 6 PM to
enjoy dinner in our private dining room, and since I wasn’t there I can’t comment on the food other
then it was no doubt a lot more then I got to eat at the wedding. After dinner, Jim Collings called the
meeting to order at 7 PM. Jim introduced new member Tom Sammon and guest Jack Aikin, his
Brother in Law. Tom Sammon agreed to take over duties as club web-master and bring the site back on
line and up to date. Jim also announced the passing of long time members Lester Agee and Allen
Watson, they will be sorely missed.
Tonight’s program was on Grebe radios. Grebe to most people means some sort of bird, but to vintage
radio buffs the name signifies some of the most distinctive and desirable radios built from about 1919
to 1931. Alfred H Grebe was born in 1895 in Richmond Hill, New York, and became interested in
radio at the tender age of nine, thanks to a primitive radio given him by his father. He studied the fast
developing technology at school and on his own, and by fifteen he was a licensed radio operator. He
went to sea as a ship’s radioman and traveled as far as India. One day in 1912 he communicated with
Norrdich, Germany (1140 miles). Not bad for a 17 year old! Grebe later returned to New York to work
at a commercial radio station at Sayville, Long Island. He built radio sets for fellow buffs and by 1914,
when he published his first catalog; he was ready to go into business for himself. Grebe’s first factory
was a shack located behind his home. From that humble beginning arose a factory that by 1922 could
turn out 100,000 radios a year. Most of Grebe’s early sets, the “CR” series, with their simple oak
cabinets and well instrumented black Bakelite front panels, resembled commercial radio equipment,
and were often used by professionals and amateurs alike, since they could tune both broadcast and
shortwave bands. They were available in modular form (separate RF amplifier, tuner, tuner-detector,
detector, and amplifier sections), or as integrated three and four tube sets. In 1924, Grebe brought out
the famous “Syncrophase” five-tube model MU-1, aimed more at the average homeowner then his
earlier sets. (The “MU” designation comes from Dr. Mu, the Chinese philosopher who appeared in
Grebe ads offering sage advice to radio buyers). The Sychrophase, with its striking horizontal thumboperated controls and elegant brass escutcheons, was a huge seller for nearly three years. A seven-tube
single-dial Synchrophase would follow, as would AC sets and consoles. The Grebe Company went out
of business in the early thirties, a victim of the Great Depression. Sadly, Alfred H Grebe himself died
in 1935, at the relatively young age of forty.
President Collings brought in about 15 versions of early Grebe radios from 1919 to 1926, starting with
the CR-2 and CR-3, simple tuners or RF front ends, with no detector. Also guests got to see a ROHR
detector and RORD detector / amplifier. Also a RORK amplifier, a RKAB variocoupler, a RORA
detector unit, and RORQ and RORQ RF amplifiers were displayed for us. These “modular” devices
allowed the early radio buyer to put together as elaborate a radio system as his or her pocketbook
allowed. For buyers wanting a single radio, the CR-5 and CR-8 offered the tuner and detector in a
single one-tube package, and could be teamed up with one of Grebe’s amps for loudspeaker volume,
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perhaps when the buyer had more money. The three-tube CR-9 packaged all three items in one cabinet.
Jim brought in all three of these for us to enjoy. Also CR-12 and CR-13 four-tube sets, and CR-14 dry
cell set (199 tubes). And a very rare 1926 CR-18 Shortwave receiver, which looks like a cross between
a Syncrophase and one of Grebe’s earlier sets, and to top it all off a Syncrophase MU-1 and a
Syncrophase Seven. What a great collection!
The wonderful evening presentation concluded with the donation auction: a pristine Sony “Watchman”
television set, (only $4); 2 flats of miscellaneous radio and electronic parts, prime looking Coronado
and Gilbert radios, a very nice AM/FM Zenith, an Arvin Bakelite radio from the 1940’s, and a nice
Zenith Bakelite radio with handle, and a large box full of popular 33 1/3 RPM records all went home
with club members.
Thanks to everyone who brought in goodies for the auction, and above all to Jim Collings for bringing
in his incomparable Grebe collection. See you all at the Christmas party!
------------------------------------------------- O -------------------------------------------------------

Home Radio-Recording By Hugo Gernsback DECEMBER 1930
Vol. 11—No. 6 RADIO-CRAFT, for the Professiona1-Serviceman-Radiotrician
Takes the Resistance Out of Radio
HOME-RECORDING is not a new idea by any means. Years ago (to be exact, in the September, 1915,
issue of one of the writer’s former magazines—The Electrical Experimenter), I published an illustrated
article showing how a Jersey inventor had recorded code messages on a wax phonograph cylinder.
This was the beginning; and, during the intervening 15 years, much work has been done in recording,
not only on cylinders but also on discs, and even films, the usual radio programs. In the past, most of
this work was of a commercial or professional nature, but, from now on, there is to be added to radio
reception, the practice of home-recording.
This in time may assume formidable proportions. Already a number of firms are putting out kits
which can be attached to any existing phonograph and radio. The price of the kit is kept within reason;
and the writer would not be surprised to see such kits finally sold even below $10.00, if the public
takes home-recording to its heart, and the use of it becomes universal.
There is a certain fascination in recording your own voice; as no one knows in advance what his
own voice sounds like. Most people are exceedingly surprised when they first hear the quality of their
own speech, as transcribed by a phonograph record There are, of course, many excellent
recommendations for home- recording: first, the novelty; second, as a means of entertainment for
parties, etc. Then we have the more serious use, by parents who wish to preserve the voices of their
children at different stages of their growth; such records can be kept for years without deterioration.
The converse is true, where. the children wish to perpetuate the voices of their parents and
grandparents, as well as friends; to recall them for years to come and to hand them down to coming
generations. A record of this type, like a photograph, may be kept and cherished for many years.
In addition to this, it is now possible to record anything that comes in over the air by radio; such as
an address by the president of the United States, or any other dignitary, arias by great singers, and any
special programs we wish to record. Very often excellent artists are on the air when favorable reception
permits making a good record of their voices or instruments; and the owner will always feel a little
prouder to let his friends hear a self-recorded transcription rather than the commercial article.
These are only a few of the many apparent uses of home-recording; but of course there are many
more. These are not only strictly of a home and non-commercial nature, but others may be applied to
purely commercial work. A number of such opportunities will occur to enterprising radio workers.
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While the art of home-recording is still new, and may be looked upon as only a novelty by many,
yet the wide-awake radio dealer or independent Service Man will appreciate immediately that a new
source of income is being opened to him. Everyone who owns a radio and a phonograph is a prospect
for a home-recorder and, right now, it will be a good sales point to present to a customer because, in
many cases, he will be the first one in his locality to have one when the sale is made. A single
demonstration usually should be sufficient to sell the average individual, particularly when he realizes
that it is only the first cost that counts; since the record blanks are exceedingly cheap and the
upkeep for the home-recording instruments is practically nil.
Of course, the Service Man or radiotrician will first have to familiarize himself with the homerecording instrument and become posted in the mechanical features; so that, when a demonstration i
given, it will be perfect and will show immediate results. Most of the home-recording instruments n
the market now are simplicity itself and it is rather easy to make records so that even an intelligent
child can become proficient in the recording. Inasmuch as home-recording is apt to develop into a big
adjunct to radio, thereby producing additional income, it will be wise to get behind the movement in
earnest and shout it from the housetops, rather than let nature take its own course.
In the past, many good radio ideas have been developed, but, unfortunately, individuals in the radio
trade were always the first to knock the idea; with the final result that those who pooh-poohed the idea
were the first to get out of the radio business.
Let us hope that the home-recording idea will take root, for it is meritorious and can be made a big
adjunct to radio.
The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical
information and enjoyment of club members and friends. Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club
activities, and restoration information are always welcome. Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM. Unless otherwise noted,
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. Electronic copy of articles can be obtained
from the editor of Broadcast News.
BROADCAST NEWS STAFF:

Editor
Contributing Editor
Contributing Editor
Contributing Editor

Dale McLellan
Sherry Cowden
Art Hoch
John L Reynolds

(405) 330-1802
(405) 282-5589

rxradio@aol.com
cowden416@aol.com
artdrhs@yahoo.com
tack1@flash.net

MEMBERSHIP:
OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year. You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label. Below is
a sample label:

John Q. Collector
1234 SW 56th Street
Choctaw, OK 73123-1234
Expires 10/10

If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the
Broadcast News distribution list.
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OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS
Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 731405625 Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM
Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE. Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.

1946 Philco, model 46-420, complete, unrestored (doesn't have to be working, but no cracks
or broken areas in the case). John Reynolds @ jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com
WANTED: Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you
name it. Call Tom Laszynski at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.
WANTED: Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2. Also,
need metal Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver. Contact Tom Laszynski at
either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176.
WANTED: Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items: Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power
supplies, boxed parts, radio advertising and promotional items. Dale Boyce (414)353-0734
or radioman@wi.rr.com
WANTED: RESTORED Philco model 90, good condition and “reasonably” priced. Rod Higgens,
(405) 329-3013, hotrod808@sbcglobal.net
FOR SALE: Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear
Signal Products, Inc. 405-745-9473 email: wire@coaxman.com
FOR SALE: Radio Chassis Holders. These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it. Small
stand - $37.50, and Brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping. Large stand - $55.00 and brackets $2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.
FOR SALE: House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and
amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns. L.W.
Rousseau (405)842-0125
WANTED:

FOR SALE:

AWA Review Volume 12 CD, “The Atwater Kent’s Review Volume” ©2003, was sold by AWA
for 14.95 but out of stock. It is in like new condition: $12 + shipping. Call Roger Knop at (405)
720-6580 or email at raknop@cox.net

FOR SALE:

“Plastic Radios” book by Mark Stein © 2006. Was 37.95 in Jan 2010 ARC. In like new
condition $25 + shipping. Call Roger Knop at (405) 720-6580 or email at raknop@cox.net
FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC. We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing.
Radios must be complete, with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons. Fielding Electronics, Inc
PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-9408
Old Radio Restoration and Servicing: Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802,
Edmond, OK

SERVICE:

SERVICE:
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