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Our last meeting on Valentine’s Day was a good one, and was well attended. Look for Jim Tyrrell’s
report in this issue. Our next meeting is on March 14th at the Hometown Buffet on NW Expressway at
63rd/Portland, 6PM. Our topic will be on crystal radios. This should be an interesting topic, as
everyone should have at least one. If we ever talked about these before, it was a long time ago. I
know I’ve gotten quite a few sets recently, so I’ll bring them. Homebrew crystal sets are common, and
can be very interesting, so bring those also. Also welcome are later germanium diode sets.
Now is the time to plan vacation time for the year. Here’s a list of radio events this year to aid in your
planning:
March 21, 2009

VRPS Spring Auction

Grapevine, TX

March 26-28, 2009

Carolinas Chapter AWA Meet

Charlotte, NC

April 11, 2009

OKVRC Annual Meet

Midwest City, OK

May 16, 2009

VRPS Spring Swap Meet

Irving, TX

June 20, 2009

HLARA Summer Sizzler

Broken Arrow, OK

July 10-11, 2009

MARC Extravaganza

Lansing, MI

July 30-Aug 1, 2009 ARCI Radiofest

Willowbrook, IL

August 15, 2009

VRPS Summer Swap Meet

Irving, TX

August 20-23, 2009

AWA Conference

Rochester, NY

October 10, 2009

OKVRC Fall Swap Meet

Midwest City, OK

Nov. 20-22, 2009

VRPS Annual Convention

Mesquite, TX

Everyone should plan to attend at least the local events, our two big meets in Midwest City.

Our big annual meet will be on Saturday, April 11th at the Midwest City Community Center, beginning
at 8 AM. We will have a contest, swap meet, silent auction, and live auction. I will publish a list of
contest categories in next month’s Broadcast News, but they will generally be the same as last year’s.
If you have a category that you would like to see, please let me know so that it can be included. We
usually feature a category that is different each year, and this has not been selected yet, but most likely
will feature one manufacturer. We will discuss this at the March meeting. We will continue the
People’s Choice category, as it has well accepted in past years, and is a favorite at many of the large
meets. So now is the time to complete your restoration projects to have them ready for next month.
Also, gather your junk for the swap meet. We can make final preparations at the meeting. See you
there!

Report for the OKVRC Meeting of February 14th 2009
On a bright if chilly night in Oklahoma City, a fairly large crowd of about twenty-five OKVRC
members, spouses and guests showed up for OKVRC’s regular second Saturday of the month meeting
at the Hometown Buffet in Oklahoma City. As this was Valentine’s Day, more members them usual
brought their spouses or significant others to the meeting. In fact, two of our members and their wives
anniversaries were tonight! Roses were given to all of the ladies to take home.
We enjoyed dinner from about 6:00 to 7:00 PM in our private dining room. Jim Collings called
the meeting to order at about 7:00. Some upcoming events, auctions and radio shows, were announced
for the benefit of club members who might want to attend. Planning is also underway for the spring
2009 swap meet on the second Saturday of April, at the Mid West City Community Center. It’s still
two months away, but start planning now what items you want to sell or exhibit, or enter in the contest.
Also, try to tell as many people as possible about the meet (and remind them admission is free!)
The topic for tonight’s meeting, since it was Valentine’s Day, was to bring in a radio that is a
particular favorite of both the club member and their spouse. Julie Collings showed a 1930 KellerFuller Radiette 5-tube TRF table model set in a very art deco cabinet. It can be seen in the very back of
Morgan McMahon’s “Flick of the Switch” book. It is a typical example of the early table models
pioneered by West Coast radio companies before the depression forced all makers to concentrate on
smaller sets. Jim Collings showed us another art deco gem, a mint condition Airline model 62-600
from 1938. The radio appears to be completely veneered in wood burl, but it’s actually a fake veneer or
photofinish.
John Reynolds displayed a rare Wheeler 5–tube TRF battery set from 1925. The cabinet was
also unusually solid and heavy for that type. It was purchased from a museum, which may account for
its mint condition. John also brought in a National Panasonic portable from the early seventies, a radio
with an extra heavy speaker and excellent sound quality. “National” Panasonic is not normally sold in
the US, so a visiting tourist or serviceman probably purchased it in Japan.
Mike and Barbara Swinney displayed an Arvin “Hopalong Cassidy” radio from 1950. Several
versions of this radio were made. Few have stayed in as nice of condition as Mike’s, because these
were marketed for kids and few survived intact. Chuck and Cathy DePaepe brought in three very sharp
miniature sets from the late forties-early fifties. These were a black plastic Motorola with a removable
cover and a green Aztec dragon motif on the speaker grill, a small white Zenith with a gold speaker
grill and a carrying handle, and a tiny Stewart-Warner Air Pal.
Frank Karner showed a 1936 Schaue broadcast-longwave table radio from Germany, in a large,
gleaming, ebony cabinet with a Zenith-like round dial. It is a rare and beautiful set, seldom found in
American collections. Bob and Dorothy Shindhelm displayed a Crosley 515 table model from the mid2

thirties. Bob found it in an antique store in Jenks, Oklahoma, and has restored it to like-new condition.
Dale and Alexandra McLellan brought a very special miniature 1946 Silvertone table model, restored
and expertly re-painted in a color it was never offered in new - bright pink! Dale restored this radio for
his wife as a tribute to the Susan G Komen Breast Cancer Foundation. Also very appropriate for
Valentine’s Day!
We concluded the meeting with the usual donation auction. Several boxes of tubes, a Burgess
battery data book from the fifties, some bags of capacitors, several twenties battery set cabinets and
front panels, and a computer firewall all went to new homes.
We had a lot of great items shared by our club members, thanks for bringing them all in. Sorry
if I missed any!
Thanks to everyone who came to the meeting, see you next month!
Jim Tyrrell, Secretary, OKVRC
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The OKVRC Monthly Breakfast will be held at 8:30 AM, Wednesday morning, Mar.11, 2009,
at the new Denny’s just off of I-40 and the Douglas exit on Douglas Blvd. The address of the
restaurant is 3130 S. Douglas Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73150
The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical
information and enjoyment of club members and friends. Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club
activities, and restoration information are always welcome. Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM. Unless otherwise noted,
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. Electronic copy of articles can be obtained
from the editor of Broadcast News.
BROADCAST NEWS STAFF:
Editor
Contributing Editor

Dale McLellan
Sherry Cowden

(405) 330-1802
(405) 282-5589

RXRADIO@aol.com
COWDEN416@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP:
OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year. You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label. Below is
a sample label:

Expires 10/09
John Q. Collector
1234 SW 56th Street
Choctaw, OK 73123-1234
If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the
Broadcast News distribution list.
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OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS
Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 731405625 Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM
Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE. Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.
WANTED:

Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you name it. Call Tom Laszynski
at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.
WANTED: Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2. Also, need metal Identification plate
for a Navy RBO-2 receiver. Contact Tom Laszynski at either k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176.
WANTED: Any radio related German items. Especially WWII radios, tubes, and accessories. I'm a buyer also for Grundig,
Telefunken radios and tubes from the 1950-1965 era. Frank Karner (405) 769-4656 fkarner@cox.net
WANTED: I'M YOUR BUYER for tube amplifiers- music, PA, any type! Also amplifier tubes, tube testers, etc. Frank Karner (405)
769-4656 fkarner@cox.net
WANTED: I need some 6FG6 Tubes (European number is EM84) to get me thru the winter's work. Also need a few 6BR5 (EM80)
tubes. Thanks! Frank Karner fkarner@cox.net (405) 769-4656
WANTED: Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items: Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, boxed parts, radio
advertising and promotional items. Dale Boyce (414)353-0734 or radioman@wi.rr.com
WANTED: Bakelite case for Philco Boomerang model 49-501 deco radio. Cracked, nice or restorable...whatever condition you have!
Frank Karner, 12432 Elizabeth Cove, Midwest City, OK. 73130. E-mail: fkarner@cox.net (405) 769-4656
WANTED: Parts for a 1925 SUPER ZENITH 27. This is similar to the Super Zenith VII, except for the AC power supply, meter. I
need the AC power supply (Maybe there are 2 used?) and perhaps some small parts. THANKS! Frank Karner
(405)769-4656 fkarner@cox.net
FOR SALE: ANTIQUE RADIO RESTORATION VIDEOS. Volumes 1, 2, 3 and 4 are currently available. Check my web page for
more details and special deals! Go to http://www.bretsoldradios.com/
FOR SALE: Magnet wire sizes 10 ga to 40 ga. Coaxial cables and antenna wire. Mike LaPuzza, Clear Signal Products, Inc.
405-745-9473 email: wire@coaxman.com
FOR SALE: Radio Chassis Holders. These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it. Small stand - $37.50, and Brackets $2.50 Plus Shipping. Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547 or
e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.
FOR SALE: House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and amateur 1KW “Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to
4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns. L.W. Rousseau (405)842-0125
SERVICE: FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC. We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing. Radios must be complete
with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons. Fielding Electronics, Inc, PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-2229408
SERVICE: Old Radio Restoration and Servicing: Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802, Edmond, OK
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