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The big news is that our swap meet is coming up! Our swap meet will be at the Midwest City Community Center on
Saturday, October 11th, beginning at 8:00 AM. Be there early, as this is our big, Fall Meet with free admission, swap tables,
a silent auction, and lastly, the main auction. Things should wind down about midday. I’m expecting a big turnout. I have
some nicer items that I’ve been saving for the meet, and everyone seems to have items they don’t have room for, so
everyone should have something to bring! Parts and pieces are also in demand, so don’t forget the small stuff. Remember
the more you take to one of the meets, the more fun it is. I attribute a lot of our recent success at the swap meets to those
who have brought a lot of swap material. Talk it up to all your friends that may have an interest in radio, as the more, the
merrier. Coffee and donuts will be available. This will be inside, as it was an outdoor meet last year only because the
Midwest City Community Center was undergoing renovation. See you there!
I made the trip to Rochester, New York for the Antique Wireless Association Meet last month. It was a long trip as we left
the weekend before to attend the Estes auction on the way up. The auction was not one of their better ones, as there were
not very many early rare pieces, but I won a few items.
When we got to the AWA meet on Wednesday evening, the first thing I noticed was that the area roped off for the swap
meet was smaller, missing about four rows for vehicles from when I was there last, 3 years ago. The swap meet started
early on Thursday morning. I sold a few items as soon as I set up, including an early expensive item that had not sold at the
previous summer meets. I did not purchase anything spectacular, but got several smaller items. I enjoyed seeing collectors
that only attend AWA, so I hadn’t seen them in awhile. I did have a few problems with tubes that were represented as being
good that were bad when I got them home. I usually expect a tube here or there to be bad, after having travelled a long way
to get there, but I found several cases where the seller sold bad tubes that were represented to me as good, that I believe
were known to be bad before the sale. A pair of brass base tipped 201-A’s with open filaments hurt the most. These were
not purchased from any of the major dealers. The swap continued on into Thursday, but most of the activity was on Friday
morning. It got hot in the afternoons, and most people packed up their wares. There was no rain! Overall the swap meet
was not as good as the Michigan or Illinois meets. Attached are a couple of photos from the meet.
Thursday night the AWA Museum, Annex, and Library were open. While the meet was somewhat disappointing, the plans
for the museum are very exciting! The museum is moving from their current location which is upstairs and very cramped to
a single story building which is currently an antique mall. I was at the mall earlier in the week, and it should be great for the
museum! Behind the mall is a building which is the Library, which is already open. There are many rare books, and
complete sets of all of the radio related periodicals. It was certainly impressive, although they probably don’t have
everything, but almost. A new Annex will be a little further back off the highway in the same area. The current Annex is
full, and houses and stores the items that there is not room for in the museum. But many items are not where they can be
seen. It has a very impressive vacuum tube room, with collectible tubes completely lining the walls. A photo is attached.
The Annex also houses an active ham station. The Museum has many items of historical significance, as well as just
examples of early equipment, so the new location should be able to have displays that better highlight these historical items.
I’m looking forward to a visit after everything is moved!

Friday evening was the annual banquet. It was typical with a lot of awards being presented. Eric Wenaas gave a talk on his
research, writing, and history of the publication of his Radiola, The Golden Age of RCA book. The contest had numerous
displays of items never seen before along with documentation. It is probably at the top of contest displays for all the meets
due to the extensive documentation on most displays.
Saturday the auctions were held. The tube auction which had been held earlier in the meet in previous years, was followed
by the literature auction, and at the beginning of the main auction. I purchased several tubes and several other items from
the main auction. The AWA auction used to be very good for me, as I could always buy things at good prices and resell
them at the VRPS meet for a profit, but those days are gone. I did purchase a few items and sold 1 tube, for which I still
have not received payment for in the mail. The meet was fun, but is located so far away, that it will probably be another
three years before I attend the next one.
I hope to see everyone at our meet next month. It will be over before the game begins, so that is not a good excuse unless
you are in Dallas to see it in person. It should be a lot of fun!

2

3

DIRECTIONS TO THE SWAP MEET
Exit Interstate 40 at exit # 159A, turn north (left). At the light, turn west (left) onto SE 29th Street,
proceed to Midwest Blvd.(second right), turn north (right), proceed 2 miles to Reno. Continue through
the intersection of Reno and Midwest Blvd. Proceed to the next right hand street (about 100 yards).
The Community Center is the first building on the left and the parking lot is on the east side of the
building.

The OKVRC Monthly Breakfast will be held at 8:30 AM, Wednesday morning, Oct. 8, 2008,
at the new Denny’s just off of I-40 and the Douglas exit on Douglas Blvd. The address of the
restaurant is 3130 S. Douglas Blvd., Oklahoma City, OK 73150
Report for the OKVRC Meeting of August 13th 2008
It was a wet, soggy day in Oklahoma City, as the state was bracketed by the leftovers of hurricanes
Lowell and Ike, so a smaller than usual crowd of nine OKVRC members showed up for OKVRC’s regular second
Saturday of the month meeting at the Hometown Buffet in Oklahoma City.
We enjoyed dinner in our private dining room before Club President Jim Collings called the meeting to
order at about 6:45. The fall swap meet on second Saturday of October was the topic of discussion. The recently
renovated Mid West City Community Center where we hold our fall and spring swap meets has raised its rates a
bit and now rents by the half-day instead of by the hour. If we can be “out” by noon we won’t have to pay for the
whole afternoon. This might work for the fall swap meet since there will be no contest. The final decision on
whether to purchase the afternoon time slot as well is still being decided
The topic for tonight’s meeting was items from our collections that are not particular favorites of ours, or
in even very good shape, but are being kept around anyway, in hope of eventual restoration. Jim Collings
showed a Tuska model 220 “expert tuner” from 1922. This unit is simply a RF front end, which would need to be
connected to a detector unit, (tube or crystal) in order to drive headphones or an amplifier and speaker. Jim’s
example has a rough cabinet with a missing hinged lid. Jim actually found a cabinet for a similar Tuska (model
224 / 226) on Ebay, and may be restoring it soon to fit the 220. Jim also brought in a neat Stewart-Warner
bakelite “bullet” table radio from the forties. This radio was called the “Campus”, it was sold to college students in
the colors of their school, and Jim’s radio is purple! It belonged to his mother, and it has some cracks, but should
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be a good candidate for restoration. Stewart-Warner also made a slightly larger model called the “Varsity” Does
anyone out there either of these in OU red?
Gene Robinson showed a rare Zenith model S6501 wireless phonograph turntable from the 1940-1941
period. It contains a simple AM transmitter installed under the turntable, so it can play through any AM radio. This
unit is much rarer then similar units built by other manufacturers, such as Philco and Silvertone, and unlike most
other units of this type, the turntable is in a completely enclosed cabinet with a lid. While the cabinet is unusually
ornate for an item of this type, the cabinet is in fairly rough shape and needs to be refinished. Perhaps we will get
to see this unit again if Gene can find time to restore it.
Your club secretary brought in his Atwater-Kent model 33/36 “Frankenstein” radio. I unwittingly bought
this set at a swap meet in California about twenty years ago, not realizing that the set was a model 33 that
someone had stuck in a model 36 cabinet. The model 33 is a straightforward six-tube TRF battery set and the 36
is an AC set installed in the same size cabinet with an external power supply. I hope to have a correct model 33
cabinet soon.
We finished up with a small donation auction. Tubes, a box of vintage radio magazines, some
45 RPM records, a Heathkit power supply, and two nice reproductions of early twenties RCA tube boxes were
sold. We wrapped up the evening’s activities up by 7:45, so everyone could go home and enjoy one of the
football games on TV that night.
Thanks to everyone who came to the meeting, please don’t forget to come to the fall swap meet, and be
sure to invite anyone you know who might be interested. See you next month!
The Oklahoma Vintage Radio Collectors (OKVRC) publishes the Broadcast News monthly for the presentation of historical
information and enjoyment of club members and friends. Articles on subjects of interest to radio collectors, news of club
activities, and restoration information are always welcome. Articles should be sent to the Broadcast News Editor, c/o
OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 73140-5625 or e-mailed RXRADIO@AOL.COM. Unless otherwise noted,
articles can be reprinted freely, as long as proper credit and reference is given. Electronic copy of articles can be obtained
from the editor of Broadcast News.
BROADCAST NEWS STAFF:
Editor
Contributing Editor

Dale McLellan
Sherry Cowden

(405) 330-1802
(405) 282-5589

RXRADIO@aol.com
COWDEN416@aol.com

MEMBERSHIP:
OKVRC Membership is $15.00 per year. You are invited to join us in our celebration of Vintage Radio by sending your
check to OKVRC, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK, 73140-5625.
As a service to OKVRC members, the month of your membership expiration date is printed on the mailing label. Below is a
sample label:

Expires 10/09
John Q. Collector
1234 SW 56th Street
Choctaw, OK 73123-1234
If your expiration date is highlighted, your membership has expired and you are in jeopardy of being dropped from the
Broadcast News distribution list.

Remembering Jimmy Durante by Sherry Cowden
Hello out there in Radioland! Welcome back to Season Nine of "Remembering...." After our summer hiatus spent
corralling grandchildren, battling the lawn and garden, and chipping away at the glacier known as remodeling, we return for
your listening pleasure with a most unlikely show business legend.
Jimmy Durante seemed to be the antithesis of a performance success. He was ugly -- bowlegged, snaggletoothed, wearing a
crumpled fedora hat that made him resemble a bum. Having lost most of his hair at an early age, he appeared to be an
indeterminate-aged gnome. And he sported a proboscis that resembled an ocarina -- his already prominent nose having been
further enlarged by childhood bullies who made fun of him and then beat him up, breaking his nose and earning him the
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nickname "Schnozzola." His raspy voice couldn't carry a tune in a bucket. Although he actually was an accomplished
pianist, you would never know it by the way he pounded a piano to oblivion and then threw pieces of it at the audience. He
rarely finished a song anyway, stopping after a few bars to shout "Stop da music, stop da music!" And that brings us to his
final questionable attribute -- having lacked benefit of schooling much past the sixth grade, his Brooklynese grammar
remained untamed and as fractured as his nose. He managed to further mangle words his radio writers had already couched
in Durante-style ruptured English.
In fact, he should have been a "catastastroke." And yet...and yet...by dint of some kind of innocent charm, he managed to
make it work, without changing a thing, for decades. Jimmy Durante was one of the most enduring characters in show
business, beloved by both audiences and colleagues. When he was offered a break in the big time, he was supposed to leave
the two partners in his act behind. He brought them to Hollywood anyway, gave them jobs, resurrected the act from time to
time, and kept them as lifelong best friends. No one in show business ever had a bad word about him. Bob Schiller, who
wrote for Durante's radio program, said "Durante was not a very bright man...but he was just a joy" (from Raised on Radio,
J. Nachman, 1998). His sometimes partner Lou Clayton said of Durante, "You can warm your hands on this man." He even
managed that most rare of Hollywood institutions -- a good long-term marriage -- not once, but twice.
James Francis Durante was born February 10, 1893 in Brooklyn, New York, the third of four children of Italian-Americans
Mitch and Margaret Durante. His father was a barber and young Jimmy helped out lathering faces in his father's shop.
Early on he had exhibited a talent and interest in playing the piano, and after dropping out of school, he sold newspapers
while perfecting his piano style. His parents had encouraged his talent, hiring a teacher and hoping he might become a
classical pianist. But Jimmy had his own ideas. He liked more popular idioms. He would later explain: "My perfesser tried
to make me play 'Poet and Peasant.' I played 'Maple Leaf,' 'Popularity,' and 'Wild Cherries.' I couldn't do nuttin' else then,
and I can't do nuttin' else today." At age 17 he began his show business career playing honky tonk piano at Diamond Tony's
Saloon on Coney Island, where one of the singing waiters was young Eddie Cantor. Durante was good, his characteristic
exuberance lending itself to jazz and ragtime, and he began playing the New York City circuit of nightclubs and saloons,
soon earning the nickname "Ragtime Jimmy." He joined the Original New Orleans Jazz Band, one of the first jazz bands in
New York, and began earning recognition by stopping a song to tell a joke, each line punctuated by a chord from the
orchestra -- a routine that became a lifelong trademark. He was the star of the group, and in 1920 the band was renamed
Jimmy Durante's Jazz Band.
The 1920's were busy and productive for Jimmy Durante. In 1921 he married Jeanne Olsen, a union that remained solid
until her death on Valentine's Day, 1943. Over the years, there were many theories about the meaning of Durante's sign-off
line, "Goodnight, Mrs. Calabash, where-evah ya are!" He never cleared up the mystery, but many believed it was a tribute
to Jeanne. In 1923, he opened his own club, a speakeasy named "Club Durant" -- legend has it that Durante and his partners
couldn't afford to have the "e" added to the neon sign. Among those partners were fellow performers Eddie Jackson (a
singer) and Lou Clayton (a dancer). They formed an act billed as Clayton, Jackson and Durante, which drew crowds in to
the club and made it a huge success until it was closed down by Prohibition authorities. Undaunted, the trio successfully
made the rounds of other clubs and moved on to Broadway to perform in the Ziegfield musical, "Show Girl" (1929). That
same year Hollywood recruited Durante for his first movie appearance in "Roadhouse Nights." Some of his first movie
roles paired him with Buster Keaton. Durante went on to make many movies, usually playing much the same character in a
comic supporting role. He would also return to Broadway several times, most notably in Billy Rose's 1935 "Jumbo," where
he scored a huge audience response in one scene. While leading a real live elephant across the stage, he is halted by a cop
who asks, "What are you doing with that elephant?" With trademark exasperation, Durante responded "What elephant?"
and brought down the house.
On September 10, 1933 Jimmy Durante debuted on radio with his old saloon-days friend Eddie Cantor, on the latter's
popular Chase and Sanborn Hour. He stayed on with Cantor until November 12 of that year, when Cantor left the show
and Durante took over as its star. He left that show to star in NBC's The Jumbo Fire Chief Program (1935-1936),
sponsored by Texaco. The show was inspired by the stage play "Jumbo" and was broadcast each Tuesday night from the
Hippodrome theater, with a live audience of 4500 people. Durante played Claudius "Brainy" Bowers, a press agent for a
circus. But it was an unlikely pairing that brought him real radio success. Lou Costello had a heart attack, and Bud Abbott
refused to carry on their NBC radio program by himself. Producer Phil Cohan had the idea of teaming young comedian
Garry Moore with the veteran Durante. The contrast between the educated, smooth, articulate and crewcut Moore and the
rambunctious, disheveled, balding and grammar-challenged Durante was noticeable. Cohan thought those differences
would make for some fun radio, and he presented his idea to NBC executives. They were desperate for a replacement for
Abbott and Costello and so on March 25, 1943, shortly after the death of Durante's wife Jeanne, the new comedy duo
debuted to finish the Abbott-Costello season. Reviewers were not particularly impressed with the pairing of the literate
Garry Moore and the word-mangling Jimmy Durante. But audiences liked them and they were soon favorites. They were
signed for the next season by CBS for The Camel Caravan. The team would enjoy a good run.
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Not only was their glaring grammatical gap funny, the age difference between "The Nose" and "The Haircut" played to their
advantage. Jimmy Durante called Garry Moore "Junior," and his enthusiastic praise of Moore's intellect ("Dat's my boy dat
said dat!") was sincere enough that some listeners came to believe that they really were father and son. The format of their
show was pretty standard. Moore would tell a few jokes, Durante would join him for some patter, and the boys would do a
comedy skit. Xavier Cugat initially supplied the music, to be followed by Ray Bargy's orchestra in late 1943. Interspersed
with the comedy would be song offerings from "her nibs, Miss Georgia Gibbs." Moore wrote a lot of his own material,
leaving Durante free to ad lib and mangle the other writers' words. No writer could create such Durante malapropisms as
"cazzamaclismic" and "exubilant." The show was replete with at least a few bars of Durante's signature songs, many of
which he wrote himself. Songs like "Inka Dinka Doo" or "Ya Gotta Start Off Each Day Wit' a Song" ("yeahhh, even if
t'ings go wrong..."). A highlight each week was Moore describing, without an alliterative hitch, a previous occupation -- "I
used to work in Wauwatosa, Wisconson, in the Water Works, as a reasonably reliable referee for the refrigerator repair
wreckers, recluses, and renegade rum runners, Jimmy." After a long pause, Jimmy would repeat Moore's statement in a
hilariously garbled version.
The show ran for two years with Camel cigarettes as sponsor, and then another two for Rexall. When Moore left in 1947 to
emcee the quiz show "Take It Or Leave It," the show continued for three more years as The Jimmy Durante Show. The
format changed somewhat, with more guest stars, and the addition of Peggy Lee as singer, Arthur Treacher as a butler, and
Victor Moore as "the Lothario of the lumbago set." Durante was also helped out by Candy Candido whose catch phrase was
"I'm feelin' mighty low." Barbara Jo Allen appeared as Vera Vague. Florence Halop was Hotbreath Houlihan, who
mimicked Mae West with seductive lines like "C'mere, Big Boy!" delivered in a throaty voice. Camel returned as sponsor
in 1948, and the show continued until 1950, when Durante made the switch from radio to TV, where he was just as much a
success. Now folks could see his stiff-legged strut and watch him slap his hands to his sides in exasperation. They could
watch as he turned sideways to display the profile of that legendary nose, while exclaiming things like "I'm surrounded by
assassins!," "Ev-ery-body wants to get intah da act!," "Dem are da condishuns dat prevail!" And after a laugh or a groan
from the audience following a joke --"I got a million of 'em! A million of 'em!" And they could see him pound a piano
while standing and singing songs like "I Know Darn Well I can do Wit'out Broadway, But Can Broadway do Wit'out Me?"
and "Didja Ever Have the Feelin' That You Wanted To Go, and Still Have The Feelin' That Ya Wanted To Stay?"
When he was 50, Durante had lost his beloved Jeanne on a holiday -- Valentine's Day, 1943. When he was 67, a much
happier holiday occurred. On Christmas Day, 1960, he married for a second time. His bride was Margie Little, age 39.
She had been a friend for 16 years, after they had met at the Copacabana night club, where she was a hatcheck girl. The
marriage was a happy one, and the couple adopted a baby girl named Cecelia Alicia (CeCe). Durante transitioned
successfully into his sunset years. He continued his television career in several formats. His final TV outing was starring
with the Lennon Sisters in a variety show when he was 76. He ventured into making commercials with a Kellogg's Corn
Flakes ad in the mid-1960's ("Dis is Jimmy Durante, in puy-son!"). In 1963 he recorded an album of pop tunes that became
a surprising best-seller, especially its title cut, "September Song." Thirty years later, two songs from that album ("As Time
Goes By" and "Make Someone Happy") became hits again, when they were used in the 1993 film "Sleepless in Seattle." He
also made his final film appearance in 1963 in "It's A Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad World." You can still catch Durante on
television at Christmastime, as the narrator of the animated classic "Frosty, the Snowman" (1969).
After a stroke in 1970 confined him to a wheelchair, Durante retired, although he would sometimes appear at such functions
as MGM's 50th anniversary celebration. On January 29, 1980, he died of pneumonia in Santa Monica, California. He was
86. Goodnight, Mr. Durante,where evah ya are!
Resources: Raised On Radio, G. Nachman, 1998; Tune In Yesterday, J. Dunning, 1976; The Big Broadcast,
F. Buxton & B. Owen; websites - www.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Durante; www.answers.com/topic/jimmy-durante;
www.starpulse.com/Actors/Durante,_Jimmy/Biography.

OKVRC CLASSIFIED ADS
Send all ads to editor OKVRC, Attn: editor, Broadcast News, PO BOX 50625, Midwest City, OK 731405625 Or E-mail directly to RXRADIO@AOL.COM
Advertising policy: Member’s ads are FREE. Small donations will be accepted for non-member’s ads.
WANTED:

Transmitters, Receivers, Ham gear, Boat Anchors Radio, Test Equipment, Tubes, Parts, you name it. Call Tom Laszynski
at (405) 741-1176 or e-mail me at k8jrm@arrl.net.
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WANTED: Dial bezel and dial pointer for a E. H. Scott Receiver, Model SLR-H or Navy RBO-2. Also, need
metal Identification plate for a Navy RBO-2 receiver. Contact Tom Laszynski at either
k8jrm@arrl.net or 405.741.1176.
WANTED: Any radio related German items. Especially WWII radios, tubes, and accessories. I'm a buyer also for
Grundig, Telefunken radios and tubes from the 1950-1965 era. Frank Karner (405) 769-4656
fkarner@cox.net
WANTED: I'M YOUR BUYER for tube amplifiers- music, PA, any type! Also amplifier tubes, tube testers, etc. Frank
Karner (405) 769-4656 fkarner@cox.net
WANTED: I need some 6FG6 Tubes (European number is EM84) to get me thru the winter's work. Also need a
few 6BR5 (EM80)tubes. Thanks! Frank Karner fkarner@cox.net (405) 769-4656
WANTED: Briggs & Stratton (BASCO) radio items: Crystal radio, tube sockets, A-B-C power supplies, boxed parts,
radio advertising and promotional items. Dale Boyce (414)353-0734 or radioman@wi.rr.com
WANTED: Someone to repair a broken bakelite case (some pieces missing). John Reynolds, (405) 590-2716 or email
jhreynolds8787@yahoo.com.
WANTED: Bakelite case for Philco Boomerang model 49-501 deco radio. Cracked, nice or restorable..whatever condition
you have! Frank Karner,12432 Elizabeth Cove, Midwest City, OK.73130.E-mail: fkarner@cox.net (405) 769-4656
WANTED: Parts for a 1925 SUPER ZENITH 27. This is similar to the Super Zenith VII, except for the AC power supply,
meter. I need the AC power supply (Maybe there are 2 used?) and perhaps some small parts. THANKS! Frank Karner
(405) 769-4656 fkarner@cox.net
FOR SALE: ANTIQUE RADIO RESTORATION VIDEOS. Volumes 1, 2, 3 and 4 are currently available. Check my web page for
more details and special deals! Go to http://www.bretsoldradios.com/
FOR SALE: Magnet wire, 200C, all gauges 10-40 awg. Local (405) 745-9473. Toll Free- 866-745-9473. Mike LaPuzza
FOR SALE: Radio Chassis Holders. These maintenance stands hold a chassis while work on it. Small stand - $37.50, and Brackets $2.50 Plus Shipping. Large stand - $55.00 and brackets - $2.50 Plus Shipping. Contact Steve Strong at (405) 634-7547
or e-mail Scstrong1@cox.net.
FOR SALE: House wiring antenna networks, “Aircore” choke Baluns, Balun Isolation transformers and amateur 1KW

“Aircore” 1 to 1, 1 to 4 and 1 to 9 “pigtail” weatherproof Baluns. L.W. Rousseau (405)842-0125
FOR SALE/TRADE: Hammarlund HQ-140X Receiver. w/copy of manual (NO SPEAKER) $200.00 Cash or trade, Tom Richison
692-5534 k5fri@arrl.net.
SERVICE: FIELDING ELECTRONICS, INC. We restore old radios both electronically and refinishing. Radios must be complete
with knobs and dial glass/escutcheons. Fielding Electronics, Inc, PO Box 2601, Ardmore, OK 73402, Phone # 580-222-9408
SERVICE: Old Radio Restoration and Servicing: Dale McLellan, rxradio@aol.com or 405-330-1802, Edmond, OK

OKVRC EDITOR: Broadcast News
PO BOX 50625
Midwest City
OK 73140-5625
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